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Abstract

The scene of the Woodlanders is Little Hintock, a lonely village, sequestered outside the gates of
the world. This placid community, where many woodlanders live in complete accord with nature,
is disrupted by the outsiders from the civilized world. And there, the crisis of a community turns
into that of an individual, especially in Grace Melbery, who returns from the boarding-school in
town. She suffers between the values of the cultured and refined society and the less sophisticated
ones of her native village. Eventually she shuts out the latter outside and encloses herself inside
the door. Yet, by looking out of a window, she cannot exclude the outer world completely from her
inside. So, the most-violent conflict takes place within the consciousness of Grace. The writer at-
tempts to explain this conflict and distruction of a community and an individual through ‘a window’,
which means not only a separation of one world (or, one person) from another but also a separation

within her.
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On leaving the house he looked up at the bedroom again. Grace, surrounded
by a sufficient number of candles to answer all purposes of self-criticism, was
standing before a cheval glass that her father had lately bought expressly for her
use; she was bonneted, cloaked, and gloved, and glanced over her shoulder into
the mirror, estimating her aspect. Her face was lit with the natural elation of a
young girl hoping to inaugurate on the morrow an intimate acquaintance with a

new, interesting, and influential friend. !’
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Grace was thus unexpectedly worsted in her encounter with her old friend.
She had opened the window with a faint sense of triumph, but he had turned it
into sadness; she did not quite comprehend the reason why. In truth it was be-
cause she was not cruel enough in her cruelty. If you have to use the knife, use
it, say the great surgeons; and for her own peace Grace should have handled
Winterborne thoroughly or not at all. As it was, on closing the window an inde-
scribable—some might have said dangerous— pity quavered in her bosom for
him. 2
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Grace was amazed at the mildness of the anger which the suspicion engen-
dered in her. She was but little excited, and her jealousy was languid even to
death. It told tales of the nature of her affection for him. In truth, her ante-nup-
tial regard for Fitzpiers had been rather of the quality of awe towards a superior
being than of tender solicitude for a lover. It had been based upon mystery and

strangeness— the mystery of his past, of his knowledge, of his professional skill,
of his beliefs. 4
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“You may imagine,” Fitzpiers continued, now persuaded that it had indeed been
a dream, ‘that I should not have dreamt of you without considerable thinking
about you first.’

He could not be acting; of that she felt assured.

‘I fancied in my vision that you stood there, he said, pointing to where she had

paused. ‘I did not see you directly, but reflected in the glass.
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The early morning of this day had been dull, after a night of wind, and on
looking out of the window in the grey grim dawn Fitzpiers had observed some
of Melbury’s men dragging away a large limb which had been snapped off a

beech-tree. Everything was cold and colourless. ¢’
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She seemed no longer able to find in her own hearth an adequate focus for her
life, and hence, like a weak queen-bee after leading off to an independent home,

had hovered again into the parent hive. ¥
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She had made a discovery—one which to a girl of her nature was almost ap-
palling. She had looked into her heart, and found that her early interest in Giles
Winterborne had become revitalized into growth by her widening perceptions of
what was great and little in life. His homeliness no longer offended her acquired
tastes; his comparative want of so-called culture did not now jar on her intellect;

his country dress even pleased her eye; his exterior roughness fascinated her. &
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Once or twice she fancied that she heard a faint noise amid the trees resembling
a cough, but as it never came any nearer she concluded that it was a squirrel or
a bird.

At last the daylight lessened and she made up a larger fire, for the evenings
were chilly. As soon as it was too dark— which was comparatively early— to
discern the human countenance in this place of shadows, there came to the win-
dow, to her great delight, a tapping which she knew from its method to be
Giles’s.

She opened the casement instantly, and put out her hand to him, though she
could only just perceive his outline. He clasped her fingers, and she noticed
the heat of his palm, and its shakiness.

‘He has been walking fast in order to get here quickly,” she thought. How
could she know that he had just crawled out from the straw of the shelter hard

by: and that the heat of his hand was feverishness? 10
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No sooner had she retired to rest that night than the wind began to rise, and

after a few prefatory blasts to be accompanied by rain. The wind grew more vi-
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olent, and as the storm went on it was difficult to believe that no opaque body,
but only an invisible colourless thing, was trampling and climbing over the roof,
making branches creak, springing out of the trees upon the chimney, popping its
head into the flue, and shrieking and blaspheming at every corner of the walls.
As in the grisly story, the assailant was a spectre which could be felt but not
seen. She had never before been so struck with the devilry of a gusty night in a
wood, because she had never been so entirely alone in spirit as she was now.
She seemed almost to be apart from herself—a vacuous duplicate only. The re-

cent self of physical animation and clear intentions was not there. 'V
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