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Our views of Porfinan Mexico City are heavily influ-
enced by the grandeur of the buildings and ave-
nues and the elegance of cofonsas built dunng that
period. It is easy to share the nostalgia for los tiem-
pos de don Porfirio, when Mexican society seemed
as peaceful and well-organized as the walkways
under the shady trees of the Paseo de la Reforma
and the Alameda. This essay, however, contends
that such 1images of civilization were only the pre-
carious result of a negotiation between the regime’s
projects of urban modernization and the everyday
practices of the majority of the urban population.
As the Porfinan and post-revolutionary efites tried
10 shape the city according to their desires and eco
nomic interests, they turned to the police to punish
the lower-class public behav ors which did not mold
to those projects. The urban poor. on the other
hand, developed a sceptical view of justice and ar
der. They used the city in different ways, walking
accross the social boundares between rich and
marginal areas, challenging the authonty of the
police, and even subverting the “official” dictates
about street nomenclature.

Turn-of-the century Mexico City embraced alt
the symbols of nationalism and many remarkable
examples of colon:al architecture. By the end of the
first century of national life. the city was also the
locus of progress and the capital of Porfirio Diaz'
long-lasting regime. Raitroads, tramways, pavedand
illuminated streets, broad avenues, parks, new res
idential areas and high buildings appeared as dist

1_This Baper is par of My doctoral dsssstanon ai thie Hstory Beptoento
of the University of Texas al Ausbin, “Ciim mals n Mexico Citx 19G0-
1931: A Cultural History ™ 1wish to t:ank the comments and cotrections
of onawan Brown, Ricarde Brecameniz, Fanny Cabseyo, Xochitt Meging,
Kaunco Tencno, Famela Voekel aud Elfiott Young
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tinctive signs of material advance. The end of the
troubled nineteenth century meant important
changes in the design and use of urban space. These
changes were conceived on the understanding that
the nch and poor were not to mingle, in order to
separate the safe and beautiful areas of the mod-
ern city from the dangerous and unhealthy mar-
gtnal zones. The state and the wea thy classes who
lead modernization wanted to trans:ate the physi-
cal changes of the city into a new culture among its
inhabitants.

But the elites’ idea of urban renewal faced the
chalienge of a growing and untamed population.
The urban lower classes, so distant from the aspira-
tions oi wealth and comfort associated with
progress, used the city in their own way, defying
the class structured organizat on of the Porfinan
capital. As tensions arose about the use of the
streets and other public areas, the governmert and
elites relied on the police and peral institutions o
instiil appropriate conductamong the people. Crim-
inal behawvior (whetner a genuine transgression of
social norms, or simply a break of the many laws
and regulations generated dunng the period) ac-
quires a different meaning in the context of this
dispute over the uses of the city. Crime, however,
was not the only way in wh ch people defied the
urban Utopia of Porfirian rulers. A host of practices
in the streets {vending, begging, drinking or merely
watking) also subverted the ideal social map.

The next pages will weave a counterpoint be-
tween the elite model of the city and its defiance
by the urban poor. On one side, | will examine the
protects and the urban policies atmed at building a
modern capital for the benefit of & minority of its
inhabitants. The first section will outline the ideal
aty designed by Porfirian rulers and its importance
for the interpretation of modern Mexico. On the
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other side, | w Il analyze the unwanted consequenc-
es of latenineteenth-century growth on the city’s
structure and, more importantly, on the everyday
lives of the urban majorities. A second section will
describe the demographic and technological chang-
es that caused the model to fail and the city to grow
at an unprecedened rhythm, Then, t wili probeinto
everyday pract ces and living conditions in the mar-
ginal city the one growing around and within the
Porfirian ideal city. Those pages will emphasize the
behawviors which authorities tried to reform because
they deemed them to be a threat to progress. The
f nal secton w ll tackle the urban policies that sought
to preserve the social geography of the city and the
collective react ons to those policies.

In sum, ! will look at the cultural articuiation of
demograph:c and spatial growth under an authori-
“arian regime. This descrption of a disputed city ques-
t:ons contemporary historiograpny in its contention
that el te projects of urban renewal went unchal
lenged and sticceeded. As the urban poor used the
cityin ways thatcontradicted those projects, the elite’s
perceptions of “dangerous” areas identified poverty
w:th criminality The consequence was, on the one
hand, that officials inceeas.ngly relied on punishment
toimpose their social Ideas while, on the other hand,
the urban poor ident:fied the police and judicial sys-
tem with the interests of the wealthy The ideal city
failed to impose its strict divisions of urban space
(particularly after the Revoiutton), and the connec-
t on between the appropriat on of urban space and
criminality remained a long-lasting feature of the
capital.

The ideal City

The changes that swept early twentieth-certury
Mexico had begun nearly forty years earlier, during
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Emperor Maximil ans attempt to turn Mexico Into
a modern European nation, and accelerated in the
iate Porfir:ato. The (deal city of the 1910 cenrennial
celebration of indepencence epitomized the un fy-
ing myths of progress and natonhood.? The co.o-
nial center of the city, around the Zécalo or Plaza
Mayor, extended rts elegant arch.tecture toward the
west on Avenida Judrez, reached the Alameda park
and turned southwest onto the elegant Paseo de la
Reforma (see diagram). The Alameda was part of
the colonial des gn of the city but became an up-
per-c ass place of le sure during the nineteenth cen-
tury. The Paseo de la Reforma | nked Chapultepec
Castle and the presidential residence with the
Alameda. Its wide design and execution followed
the aesthetic and urbanistic iceas that had trans-
formed Pans and other European capitals since the
1850s. The projects of moderrization of the city
meant the cisplacement of the urban poor and In-

2. Recent xhoass have exatined the out nes and okvectives beh no
the ayout of the Pasea de 3 Reforma, the monum=2rts trat siructured a
narraive cf rat on-bu Id nq, and the pL b« ce ebra tons that appropnated
those spaces and Gave rherr a seec “ic deo.ogca rea” ng See Maurc o
Tenof 0 . “1910 Mexco City Space and Naton In the City of the
Centenario.” Journal of Latin Amer.can Studies 28 (1336) 75 04,
Bzvara A Temenbaum. “Streetwise Hstory Tre Paseo e |3 Reforma
and tha Porfinan State, :1876.1910," 1n W |am = Bee2myet 3 , eds,
Rituals of Rule, Rituals of Reystance Pubuc Celebrstions and Aepuiar
Culture In Mexiza (Vilmington Schdafly Reseurces 1394) 127-150ana
inthat same vefume Tony Morgan, “Pro etar ans, Pal ticos and Patrarchs.
The Use and Atse of Cultura| Custoresin Early rdustrd zaticn of dfexco
City 1880-131Q " 151-171; John Robert Lear, *Wortkers Ve&nos and
Cit zens The Revo uton nMexico City, 303 317" (Ph.D d s Unwess ty
of Calrom a at Berkeiey 1993), ckaps 2 and 3 and a candensed version
of that werk n Lear, "Mexico City:Spaceand C ass n the Peririan Capta,
1884 1910,” journal of Lrkan History 22 & (rday 1996) 444-192 A
poneefing and <t:{l unmatched <iugy of exaanscn Is Marla Ddoras
Morales *Laexpanslor de la ciudad oe Méxcoene s goXiX elcasode
los fracclonam entes® 1n A & andra Mo“e«'o Tescano e d, livestigacionas
sobre fa tustcr 3 ge fe clwdad de Mexico(Mex co Cty ka4, 1974) 189
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dian communit es from valuable lands. For the ber:-
eficiaries of this disp acement, it was part of the
"avlizng process” by which the countryside and
its uses would be transformed according to the
needs of 3 cosmopolitan city. Of all the cycles of
changethat Mexico Cityhad exper enced after the
Spanish conquest the one wh ch peaked durng
the late Porfiriato was perhaps the most disruptive
because it combined population growth, land dis-
possess on and heightened cuitural conflict.?

The urban design that Porfirian planners intro-
duced corresponded with a3 more or less conscious
attempt to re-organize soclety within the city
Around the Paseo de la Reforma, prvate compa-
nies were licensed by city authorities to deveiop
upper and middle- class residential areas, such as
the colonias Juérez Cuauhtémoc, Roma and Conde-
sa. The word colonias designated these new neigh-
borhoods—as if they represented the colonization

200 Onthe‘oeo thecityas an adverr serrent of the ‘eg rre's grogress
see Paoo Riguzz, "México prospero fas d mensones de 13 inager
naciona en el oariirato.’ Hsroras 26 (Aps -September. 1388) 137-
157, Se= 3|0 Mar o Csmarena " Eltranv:a en época ce ramb 0", Historeas
27 (Gt Mar 1932).141-146, Es*e 3 tgutate Sakar Losland rias en Max cc
+|a dea de|a cudad oeciirion6n ca*, Historas 27 (Oct-A<ar, 3523 12 3
132 Zor a wsefu| work o n the Porfiran project o f wian ceve opment
appied In a state captal see Allen Wels and Glltess M. Joseph
“Moveimiaing Vi< otts, Chitango Alueprinis, and Prowinciai Grow ng Pa ns
MandaatwheTurn Of the Century”, Mexican Stuties/Estudias Mex2nos
8.2, Summer 1992

3. For a longer perspectve on these confl cts, see Andrés Lira.
Comun.cades indigeiras frente a & cruded de Mex.co™ Tenochnran y
Tiate.0ico sus pueblos y berrias, 1812 1919 (Mexco C iy ElCoego de
Néxico 1995) Acesrdingto Lira ‘In rhe 18805 Mex co City aquires ke
@ands that it had prevtolsly bargained to ontain from barr o« ano
commun tes ithentec fraim tre o d corporathve order.. 3 nce thatume.
we 3555 at the condisen of the ext ncvon of tne tndianwrban st tuuons
enacted in law sixty years before, but oostponed by politcal needs and
msIabi|in” ibitt, 262, 236 238

ISSN digital: 2448-8828 No. 4 enero-diciembre de 1997.

79



80

hi1steria v tana

of the city’s wild countryside.? The development of
colonias in a awilized, controlled environment re-
cetved special attention from city authorities, who
often ordered the elimination of undeserving or ill-
looking buildings.> The designers and builders of
this aity had a clear idea of the social meaning of
modernization: the poor had to be disptaced from
the elegant quarters, while city services were to be
concentrated only in the well-kept districts.

Private developers believed that separating cus-
tomers according to their socioeconomic status
would create 3 stronger real-estate market. This
strategy meant a clear departure from the multi-
class dwellings around downtown dating back to
colonial times. Porfirian investors, often closeiy as
sociated with city officials, bought and partitioned
lands for the wealthiest classes in privileged areas,
whi e reserving other zones for working-class ho-
meowners. In many cases, land grants meant the
dispossession of community groperties or the evic-
tion of poor settiers. Private interests and pubtic
policies worked togetherin seeking to preserve the
spatial separation between classes.®

Hygrene and secur:ty, both symbotically achieved
with the inauguration of great sewage works and
the Penitentiaryin 1900, were requisites for the sta-

4. The name co orl 3 aerves from the mireteenth censury co on zation
iegislaton Jorge M Jrrénez Munoz, La traza def Fodler Historia dz Is
paiitica y 105 NRGOCOS UiBanos en el DisTite Federal desde sus origenes
a la desapancion del Ayunram.enio (i824-1928) {exco C ty Cocex
1993), 9

S.Forexamp <, pudl cbathsandi imsy consruciers had 1o b a desioyed
to emdell sh and imArow# the entrance to cGiomi? Roma, Repart by City
Council memter Lu < E. Rwiz about the Eight Distr¢t, 19 Jan, 3904, awx
Policia en general. 3644, 1691,

6_For the developmen:of coinias, see ) ménez L& traze del pader and
Lira, Cevnunidades ndigenas. For the class inpkcatens of these charges
se2 Lear, “Mexico City Space and C ass”

7. For the seiatonsh @ between urban growth snd socal segregst on
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bility of this civilized space. in orger to protect the
integrity of new upper-class ne ghborhoods, mu-
nicipal and health authorities planned the growth
of industries and working-c ass neighborhoods sep-
erate from upper-class suburbs. The Conse;o Supe
rior de Salubridad (Public Health Council) defined a
“zone which has the goat of maintaining certain
types of industres at a distance from the oniy ave-
nue of the capital,” i.e., the Paseo de la Reforma.’
The cosmopo!:tan city would expand from the ax s
Z6calo Aiameda-Retorma toward the west and
southwest. The east was discarded, because of its
proximity to Texcoco Lake and unfavorable ecolog-
ical conditions. The destgners of the new Peniten-
tiary focated it on the San Lazaro plains, to mark
the eastern limit of the city and to send the prison
' *miasma” away from the center.?

The development of modern residentiat areas was
not the only change brought by modern zation. On
the margins of the central city, authorities and de-
velopers had to deal with the existence of popular
residential areas: lower-cass cofonias and old barri-
0s, as the popular ne ghborhoods were called. Al-
though barrios had always existed close to
downtown, their poverty had preserved what An-
drés tira properly calls a “social distance” from the

ers

among the mhab tants of the <ty see Maria Dolores horaies, "La
sxpans ©n e lac Ldad e Méx co {1838 1910)*, 'n Atlas de a ciudad de
Méxicc (Mexco C 1y Gepartamento det © sirto Fedecal Coego ae
México, 19875, 64 For the zone protected fromindustries see Governor
of the Federal D sinct ro the C ty Counc !, 2 Feb. 1897, a+4, Poicla en
General, 3640, 115E Ferthe commercia: interestsand po stica niiuence
that rather than »‘anring, gu ded the development of new colcnsas
see ; ménez Munoz (a rraza del Podsy.

8, Jotetin Jel Archivo General de ja Naciér La Pen.tenciaria de México 5:4
(19813-3382) For ecoogca conators that made the east of the city a
“zene... crossed by nfecwed canas craggirg all types of i puntes” and
bad smets, see Morgles, "La expansidn de a cLdad de Méxco.” 191
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modern ¢ ty9 During the Porfir an period, however,
these areas generated confliccs with the expected
reorganization of urban society Areas of iower-c ass
housing, characterized by overcrowded tenements
rear downtown and squatters' shacks in the out-
skirts of the city, surrounded downtown in a cres-
cent moon that wrapped the Zécalo and Alameda
by its north, east and south sides, closer near the
Natonal Patace and further away at i% extremes. The
moon had its further points in the colonia Guerrero
in the northwest, and Be én Jail in the southwest. '°
This err'tory included the colonias Morelos and la
Bolsa, respectively located north and northeast of
the old barrio Tepito, and the coforia Obrera, none
of which received adequate infrastructural investment
from developers. Urban zation in these areas did not
mean access to sewage, electricity and pavement
as it dia for more aff uent cofonias. Images of ne-
glect and poverty here contrasted w th the protect
ed env ronment of the central area.'}

Life in the wealthiest colonias followed tre mod-
els of privacy and autonomy of the European bour

9, Lirs, Comunidades indigenas, 2€4.

10 Seelear. "Mexco Ciiy Spaceand Class " 48 482 Iw i returntoa
descnpt on of the<e an2as in the last «eczon of this g¢say For the
emergence of barwes out o Ind an commun t es, see Lira, Comuni®ades
indigenas, 66

11. On the wragutar deve opment of the cotona Obrera and s ack of
sanitat on, 'ee "Informe general” by te Medical Inspector of the Fourth
O strict, 31 Dec 1924, assa, Fondo Salubr dad Pb ca, Seccién Sa ugrdad
del Cstrio Federal, box 2, 28

12. For the 0 d uses and the importance of watet sel ersand jounta ns
see Antonio Garcla Cubas, £/ hErc de mus recuerdos Narraciones
fustOricas. anecddticas y de costumbres rexicanas anteriores a actual
estado scial, wustradas con més #e trescientos fotograbados (Mexico
Csty: Edrteral Porria 1986 Ist ed, Impnznta de Arturg Garcia Cubas.
1904). 207 214. See the vase of Ro de anerc, where running water
mean: not on'y better hyg ene. br:t sh e ded upper—class tamiles from
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geois househod. The p:ans drawn by the city ptan-
ners and followed by developers shared the tacit
premise that bustness, lessure and product:on shoutd
beclearyseparated, and that men and women had
unmistakably d fferent roles in public and domestic
environments. The new cofonias organized the liv-
ing accommodations of the upper classes in single-
house lots afforded with all the amenities of modern
life, including electric ty, sewage, running water and
telephones. These services implied that the inhao-
itants of thehousedid nothave to rely on old-fash-
ioned devices to satisfy their daily needs. They did
not face the trouble of manually br nging water to
the household or getting r d of human waste in the
street.'? The ideal of an autonomous and elegant
res dence pushed well to-do families away from
downtown, which had become increasingly onent-
ed to bussiness use. Th s migration westward took
several years to conclude. An enhanced, city wide
transportat on system sought to facilitate the move
ment of people from the new residental areas to
thetr work-places.13

contact wth the street, Sandra Lauderda e Graham, House and Street
The Bamest.c '\Worid of Sevvants and Masters i Nineteenth-Cemury Rio
de Janelro (Aust n: Un versity of Texas Press, 1992)

13, Morases defined tus process of segregatron In “La expansid de @
audad de México, " p. 64 By the eary twentieth century according ta
Jgi-n Lear, elite samilies | vinng fn downtovwn would be seen “as conspicuous
exceptions ” Lear, "Workers, Vecincs and Citszens,” 48 The move cou d
take several decades however, as with the Gomez famiy. see Lan:ssa
Ad er Lorntz and Manse Féreziizaur Una famifia de 'a élite maxicana
Farentesco, clase ycultura 18201980 (Mexco Gity Alanza, 1993), 91,
195 Lear sees the process 0 spec 3 izat on 1 the use of Lrban space as
ZOnCorn 1:an: to the ~segregation of wealth * whch ed to subseauent
socia ins:ab i ty and increated ¢ a8 Corsciousness, Lear, "Meice Clty:
Spaceand Class,” 467, 486. 1contend, a5 it w Il be ccear ater, that ths
segregat on was not fuly accomy: shed and ihe resu ts of urban reform
nad multip e cutura and B¢ tcal meanngs
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The separation of the public and private places
and activities constituted the premise for the de-
sign of buildings and streets and was also the guid-
ing principle for official action regarding people’s
demeanor Private behavior in public spaces had
aways been a concernforauthorit'es in Mexico City
Policia y buen gobierno defined the authorities’
greater intervention since colonial t'mes, encom
passing not only police issues but also the upkeep
of streets and the control of collective meetings. As
had been done in the seventeenth century and in
the Bourbon period, the Porfirian City Council or
dered pulquerias {outlets of pulque, a fermented
beverage) and cantinas to be concealed from the
eye of pedestrians, and withdrew the authorization
for restaurants to place chairs and tables on the
sidewalks. * By the end of the century, the state
adopted an interventionist stance on issues tradi-
tionally outside of liberal publc policies. The au-
thorities’ civilizing dr ve included the clothes worn
by the city's pederestrians. indians (defined by their

14, ava, Pohclaen Gereral, 3640, 114.3.1 May 1896 For act ons aganst
k 0skos, see ana, Policia en General, 3640, 1147 For coloneal and early
natosalconcerns regard ng contl of pehaviers in public spaces, Juan
Pedro V que ra Albén, ¢Relajados o recrimides?: Liversiones pablicas y
vida social en & tiwvdad de México durante el siglo de ks fuces Mex co
Crty Fendo de Cuituza Econdmica, :987); Pamela Voeke, “Fee ng on
e Palace Bedily Res stance to Bourbon Reforms*”, Uniars ty of Texas
at Austin {1991]: Jorge Nacii Mina, “Pchela y seguridad pub ca &n la
cudad ce México, 1770-1848*. in Reg na Herméndez Franyut., comp,
Laciudad de Mexicoert 13 frimen mitod del <glo xx IMexico Cy” Instetuto
Mora, 1994): 9.50; Anne <tapes “Policiay Buen Goberno Munc pa
Ef orts toRegulate Public Behaveor 1821-1910" Bzezeyeta |, ods . Rtwals
of Ruie: 11= 126.

15, ta Tribwma {16 oct 1912) For a s:m‘afcamea 9nin 1893, see Lear,
“Werkers, vernos and € tizens®, 51, 55

16. The r&str ¢tion of women's 0 e to domestic sphefes was by no means
fuifiled. Among the midd e < asses women veere resincted In thair 3bd ty
to reprasent 1he famlly in public set. ngs, but they hag greater inf uence
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use of wh te trousers and shirts instead of dark suits)
were forced by regulations to wear dark trousers.
Repeated instances of the prohibit on, in the 1890s
and then dur ng Francisco |. Madero's presidency,
suggest the futility of the attempt.' The measure
refleczed the authorities’ perceptions of “appropri-
ate behavior” In the public space. Put simply, city
authorities believed that indigenous people were
not cu turally prepared 1o use the city The concern
toward male Indian clothing 1s also meaningful be-
cause it was not accompanied by a similar policy
toward women’s rebozos (shawls). Since the wom-
en’s ro e was supposed to be limited to the domes-
tic sphere, the City Council did not worry about
therr clotres, '

All these dwvisions in theuse of the city were far
from perfect and the reality of urban life never ac-
commodated itself to the Porfir an ideal. Instead of
work ng as an autonomous, European suburban
household (as their architects conceived them),
upper-¢ ass mansions reproduced the dyramics of

tneough tre r involvement in the dorrest:c econemy Seve:al case< ~f
thef: show the gartapation of womren in the actrse gefense o™ the
househo ds prcpertes Among ibe poorest members of the usban
pofu ator. worren were forced by econom ¢ needs to go cut of the
home and pa't cipate in economric actwvites (ke commesce and indusina

work) trat e ite nouons deemed rastrcted to merr See Jean Franto

Plctting Wemen Gender and Represenlation 1n Mexico (New York:
Colurb:a Univers-ty Fress, 1988}, 90 women< ab lity to sue and att n
cv,l and pol tical martesswas restrcted by the C wl Code. and more so
by the oractces oi the excluswe y ma‘e eqsl profession. For the ben gn
pun:shment of statutdry rape based on wemen's * mmature udgement”
see Amonio Martnez de Castro Codigo Pendl para el Disirc Fedleral y
Tevritoria de ia #aja Calfornia sobre delitos def fuero comun y para foda
(@ Re piblica Mexicaria sobre delios contra £2 FederaciGn Edicion correxta,
sacada de fa cficial, mrecedida de la Expowcidn de mot vos dirsgida af
Sumramo Gohrevno por el C. Lic Presidente de !a comision ancargada de
fsemar el Codige {Veracruz ard Puebla L3 lustracion, 1893), 62, 53
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the casco de kacienda, where servants and work
ers were an extension of tle patriarchal famuly.
Masters and domestic workers formed an intimate
order that was not easty opened to public author-
ity. Isidro Esqueda, for examp e, escaped a v oient
and, in his view, un ustified attempt of arrest by a
drunken policeman by going inside the home of
his #oss, L. José Raz Guzman, who later arrested
the policeman'7 Wealthy residences needed the
mediation of servanis and sellers to obtain many
basic products and services.
Even the functional divisions of urban space did
not resist the erosion of everyday life because the
design of the upper-class “civilized” caty left out
side, unplanned, the very factors of its survival. The
elegant new colonias around the Faseo de la Refor-
ma, as well as the older anstocratic homes down-
town, needed |abor and supplies, that often came
from distant places. The Exghth Distrct, for exam-
ple, lackeo a produce market in 1904."* Converse-
ly, the urban lower and m ddle classes had to leave
their homes to go to work and to satisfy other needs
of everycay life. These factorsand a distinctive con-
ception of the city on the part of the popu-ar class-
es impelled the urban poor to cross the artificial
borders between a modern city (where public and
private functions had to be clearly separated), and
another city {in their eyes, the whole c:ty) where
el te models of behavior seemed less important. The
need to drink, eat, socialize, or simply earn a living
through petty commerce generated strains over the
use of the streets. We cannot disregard the tension
between the h'erarchical and rigid map of the cap-
ital (imagined by the Porfirian elites) and the am-
biguous, often not articulated, horizontal view of
those who lived, worked and led their social lives
on the streets. Before looking into that tension,
however, | will examine the factors that prevented
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Mexico City from becoming the model capital that
its rulers imagined.

Population, Transportation,
and the Break of the Model

The reason for the failure of the Porfirian regime
from consolidating its ideal capital ¢ ty was two-
fold: a) the constant arrival of immigrants from the
rest of the country, and b) the developmens of new
means of transportation that had been expected
to faciitate progress but instead weakened socat
divisiors and undermined the controt of the autho~
It es over public spaces.

Population growth posed an unexpected prob-
lem to planners and administrators, even before it
was cleariy exoressed by ihe census. Large num-
bers of immigrants reached the capital and estab-
lished themselves in visible and sloven p aces and
occupat ons. Thisgrowih had an impact on various
aspects of urban affairs. Prison populaiion expec-
1ations, for example, reveal the predicament of plan-
ners.In 1882, the authors of the project for Mexico
City's penitentiary estimated the number of cells
needed based on a scenario of decreasing crime.
Expecting increasing levels of education, more jobs
and better police work, they recormmended thatthe
penitent:ary be built tohouse approximately seven
huncred male inmates. Soon, it became evident that
the buiiding was insuffictent for the increasing num-
berofprisoners. By 1907, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior est mated that 272 new cel s were necessary"’

17. arks, 453723 Foran exampie of a patesnal stic upper ¢ ass Mex:¢can
extended fam ly's use of large houses n the Paseo de la Reioma, ae
AdlerLamntz and Pérez Lizaur Una famikia de la é/ite mexicana. 82

18. 2z, Pokcia en General, 3644, 1691,

19. " Sobre e nimevo y ¢laseae presos Que debe alojar |3 Peniterciaria

ISSN digital: 2448-8828 No. 4 enero-diciembre de 1997.



stofti1a urbans

Saturation also had affected other institutions, such

as orphanages and a'sylums.20

Population counts reveal the unprecegented rate

of this growth. Since 1895, date of the first national

census, the population of Mexico City had not only
grown at a faster pace than the national total, but
also faster than in other cities in the country. While
in 1895 Mexico City had 329,774 nhabitants, by
1910 it had grown to 615,327. Table 1.1 compares

the growth of population nationwide, in state capi-

tals and in Mexico City, between 1895 and 1930.
Table 1. 2 displays the growth relative to 1895. These
figures suggest that the concentration of populat on

in the capital took off during the late Porfiriato, and
was not a feature of the postrevolutionary period.

Although the percentage of urban population
did not surpass that of the rural populaton until

1960, most changes associated with urbanization
were already present in Mexico City since the turn
of the century. Internal migration was the main fac-
tor of urban growth, and was probably larger than

census figures, due to the large number of people

whose stay in the cap:tal was only temporary. In

1900, 53 per cent of Mexico City’s inhabitants were
born in other states.’' In 1910, 46.6 per cent of

the Federal District’s population had come from
other states, 27.7 per cent of the total number of
migrantsin the entrre t:ountly‘22

de México’ . Boletin del Archao Geneval de 1a Natin: L2 Penitenciaria
Ge Méxice S 4{1981-1982}¥ 33, 36, Secretary of Gobernacin 1o Secetary
of lustice, 20 Nov 19G7, acx, s, 645, 632

20.Oncondn ans nthe opanege m 1913, seeasw, amm, 38,50, 21-22 On
theasylum see Mg . 38, 19, f. 1.

21. Estadisticas sociales 3aiportindo. 1277-1910MemcoCsty Dueek 6n

Genexal de Estadistica, i1956), 73, Kerth A Daves, ““endencias

demogrificas uibanas duranie @ 519 o xix en MeXICO”, Mistor Mexxans
54 (1272} 505 The growth of crties dunng the Porfiran penod s
oscussed by Francisco Alba, “Evoliuc-én de a Aob acidn” Rea ZxXiGnes y
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Despite the rural origin of most migrants, Mex-
1co City’s popu ation was not what we can call a
conventional "tradrtional” society. Literacy figures,
for example, suggest that the capital’s population
was more educated than the national average at
the end of the Porfinato, and continued to be so
durirg the following decades. White in 1300 the
nation’s rate of literacy was 17.9 per cent, in the
Federal District the percentage was 44.8. In 1930
the percentages were 38.5 and 75.1, respective-
ly.2* Altkough schooling was more accessible in the
capital, many migrants came to the capital already
educated. In 1895, the largest age group in Mexico
City were those between 21 and 30 years old, mak-
ing for 39.22 percent of the citys total ;')opulat on
Meanwhile, the country’s largest group was com-
pnsed of people 10 years od or less, accounting
for 30.76 per cent?® People came to the capital
searching for jobs, but they did not necessanly lack
education and some degree of status.

Other areas of the country received immigrants
dunng these years. M gration to Mexico City distin-
guished itself in that the sex ratio favored women.
fn 1895, men were 49.74 per cent of the national
population, while in Mexico City they made for
46.32 per cent of the population,25 In 1930, the
disparity was even larger. in Mexico City, men were
only 44 86 per cent of the population 2® This con-

Aetos” mlosé Joaquin B ancoand josé wo denberg, eds . México a fines
desiglo, v 1 {Mewco City: Fonde de Cultura Econdnwca, 1993). 133
22. Frargois-Xaviee Guenia, Méxeco. Del Anwcrso Régamen a la Ravohscidn
(Mex co City: Fondo de Cu twa Econdmica, “288), 1 338

23. Estadisticas historicas de México (Mexico Cty wte, 1984).

24.1bld . Direceion General de Estadistica, Censo General de s Repubica
Mexxana verificado ef 20 de octubre de 1855 (Mex ¢o C 1y Secretar's
de Fomenia, 1898)

25, tbid

26. Ibid, Departamento de la Es:adistica Nacona. Censo de poblacion,
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trasts with the profile of the rapidly deveioping
northern regions of the country, where the tendency
was the opposite. According to Frangois-Xavser
Guerra, the sex imbalance of certan regions dur-
Ing the Porfiriato partly explains revolutionary mo-
oil zation. Men, Guerra argues, outnumbered
women by up to tenpercentin the mining areas of
the north, and in some parts of the state of More-
los. Male predominance was a symptom, in Guer
ra's view, of modermization and social changes,
generating tensions with traditional uses and, thus
polit:cal participation.27 This v ew coincides with
contemporary revolutionary mnterpretations of Mex-
co City as a territory of conservativism, decadence
and lack of masculinity In 1914, HeribertoFrias stat-
ed that:

“The Porfinan dictatorship, sanctioned and supported by the
nds, the multary and the clergy, syscematrcally tned to abolish
the vty of the middie class, particutarly in the Federal
Oistrict, where employees and professionals formed a
corrupted court fving in 3 state of seridom Caused by atansms

and the emvronment”.

The transformations in Mex co City's social struc-
ture, however, hao begun before the Revolution.
Therefore the conventonal revolut onaries’ view of
the capital as a "retrograde” and conservative city

15 de mayode 1930 (Mexico City Ta eres Graticos de 8 Nacon, *934)
27. Guarra. México delAntiguoRégimeany, 1 339. 342, Guerra cenvfies
wiomen vvth "tradiora? Mexxo” (tlie @i*lence of tne Church, the
sexuad' connetations of caciques’ ule). AlanKnght holdsasm ar view
n The Mexican Revolution (Linceln: Un versity ot Nebrasxa Fress 1990).
2207, 1:79 Guerra and Knght intapret womens ack of politca
parhcipatcn both as ihe symotom and the cause O° ther lack of
h storica agency

28, Lau and Ramos, "Estudio pré! minar” tntau and Asmros &ds., Mujeres

ANUARIO DE ESPACIOS URBANOS, HISTORIA, CULTURA Y DISENO

pablo piecCccato

needs revision, Male and femate workers played a
much more s gnificant role than what tradit onal
accounts portray Recent research has argued that
women's participation in the Revolution was more
important than traditionally acknow edged, and that
Mexico City’s lower-class women “provided the ini-
tiative ano pimary participation for a series of mo-
bilizations” in 1915, when the civil war hit the
capitai in full force and scaraty and inflation tng-
gered food r ots.®

Mexico City offered the conditions for women
to explore beyond therr traditional gender roles
Census data for working women shows a sharp
contrast between national figures and those of
Mexico City: while in 1900 women were only 16.35
per cent of the national employed population, in
Mex co City they were 47.48 per cent?® This did
notmean, however, that women invaded traditional
male areas of work. Certain jobs seemed to attract
female labor more than others. According to the
1895 census, the trades favored by women were
those of seamstress (5,505 women and no ren list-
ed by the census), cigar makers {1,709 women and
no men), domestic workers (25,129 women and
8.883 men), laundrywwomen (5,673 women and 112
men) and concierges (1,431 women and 994 men).
Taken together, these categories made for 50.46
per cent of the employed femaie population.30 For

y Revolucion 1900-1917 (Mexico C ty Insuiue Nac:ora' de Estud 0s
Hstdncos de a Revohscion Mexicana, 1993) 13. 50 Franco 3 5o siresses
wOomens faztanaton dunig tre armed cencd, DUt ernprasizes the
reversal tov.ard paternaisrr n tne post-reveut onary gerog, Frango,
Plotting Women, chap § Lear “Cit 2ens. vec nos.' 164

29._ Estadsticas hisroreas de México, | 323

30. Ceavisc General de B Reputixa Mexncana venado el 20 de octubre
de 1895
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many of these women, living in the capital meant
not only leaving behind their hometowns but also
the domestic environment.

In sum, turn-of-the-century Mexico City was
formed byyoung rewcomers, more educated, rew
comers w th a strong presence of women in cer-
tain areas of economic activity Industrial jobs did
not employ large numbers of people—only 1.23
percentofemployed meninthecity in 1895, while
10.74 per cent were listed as comerciantes {em-
ployed in commerce) and 7.05 as domestic work-
ers.>' Moving into the capiial did not necessarily
translate into better living conditions, atthough it
opened the possibility of access to better paying
jobs. Qualitative evidence suggests that the more
educated and wealthier people lived in the capital,
but there were also many people without educa-
tion and with very low incomes. Migraton meant
not onty geographical mobil ty for large groups, but
also social and spatal mobility within the city.

Along with demographic growth, moderniza-
tion brought about new means of transportation.
The result was the increasing abil ty of travelers to
reach the capital, of its inhabitants to move within
it and thus challenge the functional specialization
of urban space. The development of railroads in-
creased the ability of travelersto reach the capital,
as one-day tr ps from nearby towns became possi-
ble for artisans of modest income and poor mi-
grants. Trains developed in a country-wide network

31.ibd

32. ohn M. Coassvrorth. "Bl Impacto econiém:co de s ferrocarnies en
una economia 2t13sada” ‘'n Los Origenes devatraso Auese ensaycs de
hrsloria 2cenidmica de Mexfco en 1os siales xany 2ox{Mes. co City Alanza
Edtoral, 13990), 196-137 For examsle ¢ a short trp and a theft
commitied n the meanwhile, ~ ¢ 705331 For ralroads replac ng
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whose lines converged n Mex co City Compared
to the traditional canoes and ox carts that by the
1880s still transported muchof the foodstuff need-
ed inthe capital, trains brought more products faster
and cheaper, from regions beyond the valley Soon,
railroads replaced canals and roads as the principal
way of communication between the city and the
surrounding towns. 2

The sudden ease to reach the capital from the
interior brought crowds who did not behave or dress
according to “civilized” foreign models. Ralroad
stations brought outsiders into Mexico City in great
numbers, particularly during fest vities such as May
Sth and September 16th. Visitors croweed the
streets, creating a bonanza for merchants and a
headache for the pol ce. Cbservers stressed the ru-
ral demeanor of the masses of pilgrims coming for
the December 12th celebraton of the Virgin of
Guadalupe. The lithographs of José Guadalupe
Posada capture the links between the celebration
and the abuse of alcohol by peasant-looking visi
tors 23

Within the city, new means of transportat on,
partictlarly tramways, changed the way people
moved. During the 1880s, private and rented coach-
es provided transportation for “many people, of
medium and great wealth. "33 First pulled by ani-
mals, then by electricity, tranvias made commuting
faster and affordable, and brought the center of
the city closer to the suburbs.>® By 1903, mosttrarm

canoes, see Sawador D ega-Femdndez. L a cudadd e Méjcc a nines del
sgloxx Mexico C ty ne. 1937), 5

23.D ego-Fernéndez, L2 ciudad de MéjKa, 3 1, Jesé Guadaurpe Pozada
Hustrador de lé vida mexxana (Mex co City Fondo Ed teral de a Plastca
Mexicara, 1963), 217

34.Dregoerndnrez 1a crudad e Mé¥ico, 12-13
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ways were pulled by mules, although there were
eiectr ¢ units as well. In 1920, there were 345 kilo
meters of tramway lines with 370 passenger cars.
owned by the Compania de Tranvias de México.
Tramways were cheap enough to be used by mid-
cle- and some working-class people on a daily ba-
sis, but could aso occasionally be used by the
pooresi = Tramways became an important element
of the urban poor's everyday life. For the characters
of Angel de Campos novel La Rumba, the iram-
way was the daily means of transportation and
much more. Remedios, a seamstress, went daily to
work in the tramway, and made it the scenarnio of
her romantic life.*” Horse dr ven cabs continued to
be a common sight at the turn of the ceniury al-
though drivers were usually descr bed as “ruffians”
who liked to go too fast 3% @x caits, mules and
hand-pulled carts were also frequent in the streets.

35. Fortnercle of tramways and trains 10 the exgans-on and centrezamon
of urban space :n Mexico C %y, see Manuel Vidno “El t-ansporte en |»
Ciudadde Meéxicoene 590 xx” n Atfac de la cudad de Méxiec 8871
The system expanced until the 19205 M que Rodriguez, Los f-arvaros
y elanarquirio ef Meéxics {1920 192 5) (Puebta; Un vers.dad Attonore:
de Pueba, 1980) 66 Fof a aluan e treztment of the histor cal roe o
tramways In a Latin Ameri<an ¢ ty, see Arton Resenthal ‘The Arrval 0°
the Electnc Streetcar and the Conflct ove Progeess n ar y Tweent eth-
Certuly Meritewideo " Joumal of 1.38n American Stties 27 (1995 319
<41, Forthe rcle of pubscrarsmortation n the transicrmation of Mérda see
AlesiWalsand G bertM msesh, "Mosembzng Visiars OMseG B eprnts”
36. £l Universal 1 Cct 1920, p. 9 Fvdence on the re aze #r ce of fares
tsinconc; usive n79G2. the Lsua expence n iramw.ay fares for a warker
was Z4cents and t pradably induded severalir ps, ans, PoliCiaen genera,
3643, 1690. Efrrpartial 11AUg.1902, p 1 In 1929, accord ngto the
Compzfia de Tranvias ce Méxce the averade fare was 9 5 cenits not
enough accoeding =0 the compasly to co.er costs. £l Unwersal | Ocx
1920, » 9. Prices increased durng tre ate Pordirato and the 1910s
See nzquect of mun ¢ pa‘ emp Syeesfcr free tramway passes. Ce adores
Mun cipares del Ramo de Poicia 1o the City Counct 23 Apr 1801, ara,
Polcia en genera, 3642, 1353. Accord ng to Sgarisk wr ter Ju'ic Sesto
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Starting 1n the 1910s, auiomobiles added to the
intncacy of wransportation, with greater speed and
different rules governing therr movement.*?

The impact of these new means of transporta-
tion on the popular perception of the capital was
twofold. First, tramways, trains and automobiles
were commonly identified with the worst, more
aggressive aspects of modernization. Walking in the
middle of the street became a dangerous “rural”
habit in th:s city. Accidents were common. Echoing
publ ¢ concern, the penny press called tramway
drivers mataristas, instead of motoristas. Due to
Judicial corruption, drivers enjoyed a great margin
of '/mpunsty in the case that they happened to run
over a pedestrian_"0 The impunity of car and tram-
way arvers was a central consequence of urban
progress from tre point of view of lower cass pe-
destrians: a threateming ervironment, where the

dai yweges rthe kzie 1900s for jcurngymen seamrsiressesor ¢:gar factory
werkers was ore oeso Patemenmade 1 73 a day, Ju O Sesto & Méxwco
de kerfino Dz (homb-es 5 cosas) Cst.dves sobre @ deservGiverents
general oe le Republca Mexcana Observaciones techas en ei terrero
oficial y en el garticular 2 &d, Vaenca Semgere y Comparia, 1910)
i34 6 Lear stesses the mpoetance of tramwaYs ang ra rezss in the
“seGregat on of wea th* pecacse of the coctoffaces, see Lear, " Mexico
{ty Space and Cass” 467

37.Ange de Carpo, O¢:05 ¥ aounies y tarumba tMexco City 2ortia
1976), 299

38. £3ton Sm th Fing Visits 1o tn e Gty of Mexco and the Facric Coes:
(L verpcdd: Henry Yourg and sons, 1903}, 30 34. The proh em of tea™c
was already cea’ atheugh n asmalerscae by the end ot tne coony.
Nacf. “Pohcia ysegur dad pishira”, t3

39. 4+, PoliCia en general, 3644, “€89.

40 or ac2se of a éfmer who -an oner a t.v0-year-old k¢ and wa ked
f-ee afer two heurs, w th the he 0 of cour: emptovees see H. “eLfer to
PoifnoDiaz, 3 Feb 197 Y, asg, 3F, 22°E 7 See 3iso Maisés Gonzaez
Navarro, Lagclreza en Mex cotVexicoC 1y E CoegoceMéxiko 19954,
123 See:ncre complaints in Gaceta de gdicia. 1 2, 19 €ct 19905, p 3;
. Y10, 24045 1905, p 2
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victms were poor, and the guilty {protected oy their
companes or bosses) were never punished. The
world aroundtrain stations and nside coaches also
offered an image of movement both attractkve and
dangerous. Beggars placed themselves in train sta-
tions, boys meadled in ramways, theft was com-
mon in bothsites, and some joumalists even taked
about a special kind of professional thief who tar
geted unaware traveters.*!

Traffic was one of the preferred contexts of the
struggle between “old” and “modern” behaviors.
The use of the street for fast transportaton com-
peted with its use as a place for commerce and
sociability. This created a contradiction between
suburban car drivers and those who made their liv-
ing in the streets. The City Council sought to teach
coachdrivers to keep to their right and pedestrians
to move along, reminding them “that it is forb d-
den to stop in the middle of the street forming
groups that obstruct the circulation of vehicles and
animals.” The prohibition wasin thiscase a desaip-
tion: vendors set up their booths in the midd e of
the streets, blocking traffic despite the inspectors’
threats.*? Pedestrans stood in the middle of the
sidewaks blocking circulation, particularly at cor

Q1.z14, Polciaen Gereral, 3639, 1092 Carios Rawmagrzc Las aminales
en México Esayo de P0G criminal Seguido de dos ases de
rematrodsio ctselvado gor los serees docore Ricamo €385 ...
lgnaico Qcampo (31904; repnnt, Mexco Cly: T pa e fia E| Fé nix. 1912)
11.14; Gacetade PANitia, 19, 17 Dec 1995,p 9

42. Memene el Ayunamierto 1967 (Mexco Cty Lakuropea 1902, 2
vel), 1502 Goverror of the Fedeml| Dierr ct io Ciiy Courmt 22 D&
1828. ara Polide en Genesst, 3639 1222

43 Entc ue ignacio Cas td o e the C ty Counc l2 Aug 984, a-- P cia
ery genera, 3€44, ;689

44, Foyadescapton of the “partidas” In Tacbaya, pa it i “Ios suburb s
p agadss de pro sibu os. de tabernas de plazas de b sy de Qalles y de

@asas de iuego uno d2 i< & Bdos soc aks mas descmanizados y
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ners and outside rheaters, forming groups nstead
oflines?

The second consequence of technological
changes was a transformed understanding of the
city among the majority of its inhabitants. Modem
transportation widened the perception of tre ur
ban space. Tramway lines reached as far as San
Angel, and made the Z4calo easlly accessble. Dif
ferent areasof the city were linked and it was now
easier for residents to reach not only the Zocalo,
Avenida Plateros, but also the gambling houses in
Tacubaya and other allegedly “dangerous” parts of
the city“ In 1882, poet Manuel Gutiérrez Najera
used the rramway as the vehicle of an imaginary
exploration into passengers'’ lives. He algeady saw 3
cifferent city than that of pre-tramway days:

“The wagon takes me [0 v nk nown worids and virgin @ greis
No, texico City dees net start al the Natronal Falace nor
does it enda: Adorma Avenue. f give you my wera that the
aly s much ®igger If s a great turtle that extends (s
disfocated 1ags toward rhe four @ rdinal pomts. Those tegs
are dirtyand haity The city council, with fatherfy care paints

them with mud every month® .+

mas @rupscertes que kayan exst:oe en el mundo * see o« Juan
“ablad. {5 fera de @ wda {*937, reprnt, Méxco- Consgo Nacroral
oarata Cuturay |as Aste, 1991).

45 Manve| Gut 2rrez Nélkra, “La novda del ta ia® in Lo oveia del
franvia y oiros @ entos {(Mexico Gty Secrearia de Educac &n Publca,
1984) 159 “El vagon, acermss. me | eva a muchos mundos desc necr dos
yar=goresvirgenes No, la cudad deMéxconoempezaene Paacc
Nac cnal, niacaba en‘aCaza dacela keferms. vodoyaUd. mipaabra
de que :a cudad es mucho mayor Esunagmn forwoa que exten ce
ha ¢za tos cuatro purros. card nales sus patas ds ocadas Esas paas son
suclacy ve udds. Los ayurmam @v10s, © n patemal so ksitud. cu dan de
oifttarlas con edo, mensua mente”
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As the city expanded, society became more com-
plex and mobile. An educated obsetver, lke Gutiér-
rez Nasera, could travel the long legs of the turtte
to reach stories and places unknown. On the other
hand, working persons became more mobile and
were 3ble to reach the rich city downtown. Access
to the central cty provided the dwellers of margin-
al neighborhoods with new ways to cope with the
everyday problems caused by modernization, They
engaged In multiple activities, such as peddling,
drinking, begging and even stealing, not only at
their neighbomhoods but alsoinside the respectable
areas, undermining the order of the Porfirian city.
The impression of order and stability of a cosmo-
poiitan city was broken by the daily movement of a
variegated population.

Before looking closely into those activities, an
addit onal extemnal factor of the failureof the ide
al city of the Porfiriato should be considered, name-
ly the impact of the Revolut on. Beginningin 1913,
the civil war took its toilamong the populat on of
the capital, not only in terms of casualties of com-
bat but also through scarcity, lawiessness and In-
creased migration into the city. Insecurity in the
countryside and the growth of the bu eaucracy
contributed to the city’s demographic growth af-
ter 1910.%% Many of the soclal problems existing
at the turn of the century became very acute dur-
ing the 1910s. Unruly characters arrived with the

46. C aude Batalen, "Meéx co oudad mekiza® Gencia s Poifricas 35 1
1964} 161-: 82 «p p 367-8

47. s, POLCia Preses Rmitencafa, 3564 3. for a fisi-rand and at
t.mes dramatic aca unt of these years see F@ncsco Ram rez 2 ancarte,
La cwdad de Méxco duarte fa revorcian Construcionalisia {8 & ©
Clty: Botas, 1941) Fo ran evaluat on of thes tuat anofihe @ pia s pocr
In he s y2ars, see A berto J. Pani. La Agreri® en México (Mex: co C ty
Ballescs, 1916
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pabile pirccata

revolutionary armies, like Manuel Gonzdez, sol-
dier of a so called General Gil, who was sent to
the Penitentiary 1n 1916 “for hunting doves with
a bow and arrow" in the cofomia Roma.*’ After
the Revolution, the intrusion of foreigners did not
have the picturesque traitsofinnocence portrayed
by nineteenth-century chroniclers. This tme, the
neighbors of the coforra de la Bolsa feared the
multitude of extranjeros going about their streets,
sometimes leaving behind an unidentified
corpse.“8

Threatened by the intial radicalism of the revo-
lutionary factions, the wealthiest members of the
elite who had benefited from Porfirian moderniza-
tion left the city and their luxurious homes for ex-
lle. They and the post revolutionary political class
slowly regained control over the aty along the ba-
siclines established during Diaz' regime. During the
1920s, the cap!tal slowly began to improve its im-
age again. tn 1919, pavement had not expanded
from the 830 streets that it had coverea 1n 1910,
and maintenance had been minimal, except for “the
most important” streets.*® Elegant colonias near
Chapultepec park, such as Polanco and Anzures,
became the residence of cho ce for the new politi-
cians. Santation and expansion of new develop-
ments recovered the r fast pace by the end of the
decade. The area of tre city tripled between 1920
and 1930. Cars came to dominate traffic, and by

48 Ef Universal 9 @ct 1920.p 9

49, yyunwmeartc Co nstiucional de Mex e, Argumenttos @ rtra &
1nctativa presiden Cal por eliminar e aytntamentooe 1 Giidad de Mexvco
£ presidecce munapa LL Henmandez y regidor encargado de @
secretarls generall Priete taurens{Mexi co Clty tmprentaF ancesa 1919)
34
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1928 animal-pulled vehicles we re prohib ted.*® The
official confrontation against the practices of the
urban poor resumed. In 1920, the City Council and
the Department of Public Health set out to de-
stoy, in the name of hygiene and secur ty, all the
public dormitories built around markets.”' The de-
velopment of the ideal city and new colonjas
continued along the same lines established at the
turn of the century—based on the harmony of
developers’ interests and urban polic::es,52 Despite
the political changes brought about by the Revo-
lution, the majority of the urban populaton still
distrusted authority and challenged the social
divides of the cty.

The Impact of Modernization on Everyday Life

What did the Porfirian desgn of the city and its
failure mean for tte uan poor? This question is at
the center of any attempt to explain the relation-
ship between modemization and cime. | will now
describe the living conditions of the urban poor and
examine the ways in which they coped with over-
crowding, displace ment and the authontarian pol-
icies of the regime. These ways were not a3 ways in
accordance with upper-class “appropriate” norms
of behavior, and often fell outside of the law The
urban poor, therefore, had to meet not only with
difficult matenal conditions, but also with the dis-
approval of observers and authorities and the crim-
inalization of many strategies of survival,

S0. Jean Meyet, “La qudd ne Méx:co, ex de 0s pa‘adas®, in Enrque
Krawze, €0 , Historia de la Rewwiucdn Mexicana Perodo 1924-1928,
vol. 10 {a reconsruxcién econémica (Mex co Ciy €l CC €910 de Aiéxico
18773, 2739

5%. & Universal, 2 9ct. 1320 . 3.
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Denouncingthe bad qualityoflower class hous-
ing conditions, @ 1902 report by £//mparcial stated
a basic fact of everyday life in the cty:

{...)a stzable part of the popuiation, prec.sely that which does
not have the best personal hygiene, /ive in the narrow rooms
that the capital’s buifdings offer to the poorer classes. Those
tenement houses. . offer the most surorising spectacie of
human oercrowding one couid imagine @nly the Middle-
Age “Ghettos”, those typical ne,ghbothoods in which the
Jews were confined, could resemble the narrowness

sloveniiness and dirtiness of these dwelings =

In the perspective of educated obserers, over
crowding and other features of the urban poor’s
life made their geographical and even cultural iso-
lation necessary But the consecuenceof those con-
ditions were an implicit challenge to ekte not ons
of cwvility and the undermining of class and gender
divides which were supposed to structure uman life.
The uban poor had toleave those “narrow rooms”
and look for aliving in the streets.

In the old barios near downtown and in many
of the newly developed lower class colonias, peo-
ple | ved in vecindades-—one or two-story tenements
that lacked the clear spatial autonomy of the mod-
ern homes. Several families lived crammed into sin-
gle- or double mom apartments facing a narow
hallway through a singie door Tenants shared san-
itaty services and the use of the hallway for clean-
ing or cooking. Owners did not care about the

52. Jiménez, La traza del poder
S3. a4 PO Cia en Qeneral 3643, (600, clnp:rg from £ imparzel, 11
Aug. 192,01
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buildings’ unhealthy conditions; their oniy concern
was to colect the rents.™ In the cojonia de la Bol-
sa, for example, most tenants rould not provide a
warrantor For them, rents were established on a
short-term basis w th re atively high rates. Landlords
did not even enter vec/ndades carry:ng out their
ceals verbally on the street,”® According to the
Nueva Era, policemen dd not dare to enter e ther,
because vecindades were not welcoming places:
dogs were let loose and aggressive, clothes were
hung in the mddle of the halway, and neighbors
saw any represeniative of the government as an
intruder. On the other hand vendedores ambulan-
tes{peddlers) entered vecindades at will, contribut-
ing to frequent thefts in tenants’ apartments.>®
Commentators saw the housing def citas the cause
of these problems. According to the 1902 £/!mpar-
cial report cited above, nothing decent could be
leased for less than 50 pesos. Houses rentng for
less than 20 pesos a month were “true troglodyte
dwellings.” Only the weaithy classes had mproved

54. Sesto, £ México de Forfirio Claz. 245 Ram ez Pancarte La Giudad
de Mixico duranie la raciucOn contstytucionalista, 42€-7 W thin the
area ct o der bul dings near downtow.n, vecindades vere tr e resuly of
sub-d v ding la+ge ugper-c ass hernes, and dur ng the n reteenth century
haousec tera nts f om drife er t economic 23 kS cunds. The co metrection
Of ©eneme:-ts £ r th= ex press purpose of reri ng apartarients wi.as mare
comman in revs ydeseaped a e sor In demca s d downsowvinlas See
lear, "MexcoC ty Soaceand Clax"”, a7@ For tne me 1 e soCiel sirata
among vec nd2 ¢ te rants n the eary ninetsenih century se€ Brme
Rodriguez Pit3, "l.as v ndadesen181#1. Toologa ™ In A 2ancr2 Moreno
Tsanc et af, invat.gacson & sobre la hus ora de la cuaaa de Mexca
() {Mexico C -y nam, 1976) 6882

55. flimparcial, 6Jul. 1988 p 4

58 NVueva £ra8lu 1212, p <&

57. a-a, pohcra en gerersl. 3643, 1600 dipp ng from E imparca, 11
Aug 1302, p ) Accord ng to the Com s¢n Monezana in 1821 there
were 8,783 hauses m trec.ty aro sy 1992 the rumt er had increa sed to
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their kving conditions after the building fever of
recertyea rs.%” For the urban fower classes, howev
er, vecindades were the only option for a decent
dwelling.

Publicdormitor esorinns, caked mesones, were
an additional mode of cheap housing. They offered
a roof for the night in exchange for a ticket that
could be bought daily ata low cost. Thus, mesones
suted better the economic conditions of those who
lacked a s:able income, like ambulantesorbeggars.
Although ostensbly designed for travelers, mesones
became the permanent res dence of many poor
capitalinos who werre ready to endure any inconve-
nience. Sleeping room on the floor {which men,
women and children shared) could become the
objec: of bloody d:sputes. For examp ee, Fel'pe To-
leco was arrested 1n 1907 because ke stuck a pen-
cil 4 cm. deep into Amador Rodriguez’ chest,
because Rodriguez had stepped on Toledo while
looking for some room to sleep in at 3 mesdn of
the Plazuela de las Vizcaina<™® Conditions were less

11.024, 0% lorenz (0sse. "Agures ctaas sobe |asco amas ce
e'a capnial” Bsletin de fa S0Cedad Mexxana de Geografiay Estadretica,
4771 {Sep 1937) N

S8 Far @ nditons in mesa res se2 Moraies Mar trez. “ta expanadn de
3 ciuda dee Méxco,” 638, =, Benrei cencia PUb @, % ccidn Asstenca .
Sere As. 2005y Menogos 8,8, 1 2.dd. 8, 21, Lear "Mexco Cy

Spaceand C ass,* a78 479 <ee Gobernacion 18¢7, Leg 227, box 1 for
the clresrel= of mesones in them d-n re teen themury masty @ rt dr wers
ccming irom euts de the aity, szaymg a coup e of dsys The e of “dieao
In as-zs, 84, S18333. see tne ca = of a mesé nwhoese ov ter was fired n
1206 because of the £2a hy g en c condit:ons ¢ the p ace” ack of runnna
water ex®O sec and ciogg eo sewers, sra” ed bz tirooms, e rceow ding
of hre nwelve rooms. Gartiage thatwasrot ¢ gosedcfda y hees nre
roof ana floars ASSA, Sa udfidaa PObl ca,“ecc ¢n Salubr dad de O stto
Fece:ss, box 1, 24. Many ot tre aleged begoars arresiea n 1330 tveo
nmesongs, sss» Berefcerca Publ@. Sex on As'stenca Sene Astados.
yMend QG
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than hygienic. A public domitory approved by the
City Council offered 138 beds, showers “for those
ingoodhealth” and stones to wash the launcry for
“those [women] who request” to wash their
clothes.>® Dormitories received la rge numbers of the
migrants during the Revolution. In an average day
in 1920, 91 men, 19 women and 8 chidren used
the public dormitory, andin 1918, the Beneficenc:a
PUblica domitory received 54,750 people.60
Elite commentators saw mesones and
vecindades as the cause of the uban poor’s lack of
morality Porfirian writers explained the alleged ten-
dency among the poor to appear naked or covered
by rags, or to expose the most delicate moments of
their family life, as a consequence of what they saw
and endured in those piacesAE' Observers were con-
cerned by the mix-up of the ins:de and the outside,
the pubhc and the private, that was a common fea-
ture of popular life. While the allegations of sexual
promscuity might have been based on the imagi-
nationof observers, and are atleast difficult to doc-
ument, one clear outcome of overcrowding and lack
of proper facilities was the poor's need to carry out
many of the activities associated with the private
realm {such as eating) in public places.
A widespread problem of popular hous ng, per-
haps the main factor for its occupants’ need to
spend most of the day in the streets, was the ab-

S9. Menoria delayuntamiente de 1981, 2-275-6

60. Blanca Ligate to the C-ty Council, 31 Aug 132L asa Fondo
Establecimen tes Asisiencial es, Dom torics Riblicos 1, 5

61. M gue Macedo, t a wiminalidad en Meéxia Medio s de cermbativia
{Mex ce City' Secreta 13 ge Fomenb, 1397), | 4-15, is Lara yPado 13
pgrosstsdon en Meéxco (Mesco Gty Bouret, 1908, 120-%, Panr, La
higieneer 1 MEnm, 111, 221, These de scrDtens v ere not always ba sd
on direG observatkn,

62. Marcela D valos, “la alud, e 3agus ylashab Bntes de a audad de
Mé xca Fines de sigo xvi y prrco:os del wx”™ n Herndncez Franyut,
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sence of running water and sewage. Since the iate
colonial period, according to Marcela Ddvalos, the
absence of runring water at home had thwarted
the construction of “the modern famiy... organized
by the feelings of intimacy, prudency and privacy”
with the result that “the same things happened
inside the house than in the street” 8% Authorities
and neighbors were aware of the problems posed
by the scarcity of the “precious” liquid. During the
Porfiriato, water had to be brought to many areas
by cumbersome means. Sanitary facitities were col-
lective and unhealthy Toiets in vecindades com-
municated 10 the sewage or to the street by open
sewers running through the middle of hallways £

The lack of water at home stimulated the devel-
opment of banos publicos (public baths), an impor
tantinstitutton in the lives of the inhabitantsof the
city and one that further mixed intima te needs and
social life. At these facilit es, men and women could
take a shower and do laundry for a small fee. In the
1880s, banos publicos were the largest construc-
tions of the Paseo de la Reforma, near the Alameda.
Swimming pools were also crowded in hot days,
specially on Saint John the Baptist's day. Atten-
dance to these facilities was htgh: during April
1914, 5,434 men and 5,267 women used the
Baitos de la Lagunilla, administered by the Be
neficencia Publica.

canp, {3 ¢ udad de Méxco en la prr & a miiad del sigb xx 300, 281

See asollan Semo, “La cudad tenscu ar naotas sohre e central = moen
el sglo xx” in 1sabe Tovar de Arechederra and hagdalena Mas, eds,
racdpens mexicana, (Mex co Csty Lniver$i6ad 8 goamen @ na-Conseig
Nacional para 3 Cu tura y ias Artes-o9=, 1994), 48,

63. For dd mage systems, =ssa Saubrdad Pudlca Seccidn Sd Wor dad
de DstrioFedeal. box 1, 33

64.D ego-Fanand e, ta ciwdad de Méco, 4. For a gescr pon of banos
pubik os1n LA9umilla and Jut rez, see vice-president of the Junta Inspe ctaa
de a Berefi cncia RObl ca to Secreary of Gobernagén, 16 Aug 1913,
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Other, lesspleasing practicesprompted by the
lack of hygienic facilities further offended the
sensibility of upper dass observers. Urinating and
defecating in the streets was a matter-of-fact
practice for poor men and women. This prob-
lem had concermed authorities since the Bour-
bon period. Although public urinals were
available in several sites of the city, arrests were
still common in the late 1910s under the accu-
sation of “hav ng bowel movements on the pub-
lic road. “®° It was only natural to provide more
urinals in the city, declared wel-krnown physi-
can M. Rio de la Loza in 1892, because “When
those individuals whose occupations force them
to stay outside their homes do not find places
properly devised for that purpose, they have to
avoid police vigilance, with prejudice of health
and civilization.” Establishing more toilets was
all the more necessary since the only available
alternative were pulquerias, where “thereisthe
custom of having barels or buckets used to con-
tain the urine of any individual who wants to
use them.“5¢ The problem became more evident
in the recently paved streets nearby theaters and
restaurants where, at night, people left “large
poolsof urnne” and feces. For Mex'can commen-
tators, Mexico gave an undeserving image com-
pared to other modern capitals, where urinals

acn Fondo Gdsemacion Perado kevolucioraro, 115, 77, 1, See aso
assa, Fand o Estale ec m ersos Asstenc a es, Ban os y Lavaderos PUD* €os,
1,15, for the rgu atons of he podlic baths of La Laguriila. see bid,
2,11,

65, In Octch er $917, ana, Polecla Preses Penitenc ata. 3664, 1. Far
Bouh on cff K13 @i ern abous thE se ssues see'/seke, “Pee ng an e
Palace " For a good exam aboutthe ssue of water in early mretesnth
centuy seeD3vaos L3 Rlud, e aguay ¢s hab tantes de a audad ce
Méx:0." 292
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prevented these spectacles. The City Council,
however, found it difficult to punish even itsown
employees:

“What @ n the colicemen do f they have tostay eight hours
in their corner. or the coach drwers, who often spend the
whde day rnthe street, or the street merchants or, in sum,
anyone who walks the city and wha 1s far fem fis home,

whei they face an urgent reed [alguna necesidad7".s

Solutions targeted only men on the streets, and
were unsatisfactoty. Two entrepreneurs offered
the City Council to build public urinals which
did not require a door, being just a receptacle
between two panels at a 90 degree amgle.68
Other, more discrete mode s were built, one of
them in the Empedradillo street, east of the Ca-
thedral. Stll, respectable neighbors considered
these sanitary facilities dangerous “foci of pros-
titution” and complained that heaith authori-
ties did not give them sufficient mamntenance.
In the colonmia Morelos, neighbors complained
to the Public Health Council that the public ur-
nals built by the City Council had become a
health hazard and a threat “because they stay
open dunng the night and are not covered by
police vigilance. "8 in conclusion, for lower class
men and particularly for women, neither their

66. M Fi®de 310za 10 the Gty Counc|, 27Dec 1892, sna, Pddaen
Geneal, 3639. 1020

67. Rep o~ of the Housng Commt: ess to the City Counc?, 15 May.
1901, a2, Po daen general 364, 1354,

68, Vicente Moyanag and 3¢ G enaro Alonse to Crzy Council 11 Cct
1892, ama. Policla en Gereral, 3639, 1019

€9. Contcact Sevseen the Cty Cosncland Franasco ! Biez 29 Awg
1895, ara,, PACia en General, 3639, 1056 Publc Healih Ceuncitiatire
City Councl 8 Apr 1892 ana, Pdida en General, 3639, 1016
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dwellings nor public facilities offered a ‘oecent”
solution to their daily bodily needs. Their only
option was to ignore the dictates of urbanity and
to endure the loss of shame and the repudia-
tion of the better-off and the authorit:es.

Finally, the scarcity of drinking water in their

homes drove people to the streetin order to satiate
their thirst. Men and women of all ages had to use
public fountains, buy flavored water {aguas fres-
cas) or patronize pulquerias. Many houses, as one
1n San Jeronimito street, lacked wells or were not
even close to water pipes.”® Drinking water was
fess of a concern for the colonias west of the cen-
ter, wnere springs from Chapultepec prov oed abun-
dant and good-quality water.”" Puique and thirst
were commonly associated in descriptions of pop-
ular dnnking. Pablo Sevenano ano Manuel Gonzalez
were so thirsty after having breakfast that they
pawned a vest one of them was weanng in ex-
change for twenty-five cents worth of pu/que The
vest turned out to be stolen but the employee of
the pufqueria alleged that they were so thirsty that
he could not refuse the deal.”

Alcoho! propelled large numbers of people to
the streets, where alcoholic beverages were at the
center of social life. Access to pu/querias and can-
tinas {and thus to the world of prostitution and

70, Reoon ¢ lieatth pecior & Romevo 10 Publc Hearn Counc , 10
5an 1902, assa, se, 526, DOX 1, 22.

71. Reportby coundil member Lu s £ Auz on e Eight D strct, 19 Apr
1904w . POlc 3 er general, 2644, 1691

72. a5, 705331 For the iinking of th rst ans akohot consumpt on, see
&f Impartial, 29 3an 1906, ¢ 1

713, Serge Gruzinskl, La colomizacion de lo imagmario Sociedades
mndigenas y ocadentalizacdn e & MéxicG £sparel, silos s« (lvexko
Cty Fondo de Cultura Econdmica, 1991), 272-275 See also Viquesra
Abdn, ;Retnpados o reprimicks? 191 and passm

74. Roumagnac, Los criminales en México, 282.
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gambling linked to alcono!) was a powerful attrac-
tion for rural migrants to move to Mexico City. [t
hao beeri sosince colon al imes According to Serge
Gruzinsky, Indians who had left the r communities
were attracted by the anonymity of the aty and
came to enjoy the de-regu ated, seculanzegd use of
alcohol.”® Alcohol and prostitution were stift lunng
in the Porfiriato. As one prisoner tolc cnminologist
Carlos Roumagnac, he had come from his natal
Texcoco because hs parents mistreated him, but
gecided to stay when his income increased angd he
became an enthusiast of "prostitutes, whom he
enjoyed greaty “7% This loss of loca mechanisms
to limit the use of alcohol, coup ed w:th the elite’s
concern about the appearance of the aity’s popula-
tion, converted alcohoi consumption into a central
publ c ssue dunng the Porfinato.

Control of alcohol consumption in public places
was not successful, as commercial outets contin-
ued growing throughout the period. Up to 1871,
the selling of pu/que was officially restricted to the
Calle del Aguila, two blocks north of the Alame-
da,”® but by the eno of the century pufquerias had
surpassed any prececent in terms of quantity and
extension. As the city expanded, new pulquerias
emerged in the outskirts of the city, with new build-
ings and co.orful mural paintings’® According to

75. 105@ Mana tviarroqu, £a cudad de Meico Contiene i grigen de
fos nomdres de muchas de sus calles y plazas, de/ de varios
establecimientcs poblices y prvados, y no pOCas notkias curosas y
znfreterndas Mexico Cty La Furopea, 19003, 3 189-211 For early
at:ermpls 1o @ontrol pu que consumMPiion see Viquzara Alban. /Reyados
o reprm #es? For the lack of contrel by auvhorties of the spaces of
col &ctive drink nq In Mex co C ty, see Virgin a Guedea, "Méxicoen 1812

Conzsol po tcoy bebdas pratubidas” . Esrudkas de hitona modena y
contemporarea de Mexco, R (19801 23 64

76. Gar<ia Cubas £/ 1bro de mis recuerdos, 2212
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offical records, in 1302 there were 2,423 a cohol
outletsn the capital including cantinas, pul/querias
and smai er establishments The greatest concen-
trat.on of these was In the blocks east o the Plaza
Mayor (behind the Palacio Nacional), where the
number of pu/quenas and cantinas was so great
irat it became common for authont es to oeny new
licenses to sell alcohol. From the total of 924
pufquerias in the cty, 170 existed inside an area
arouno downtown where they were ‘orrrally pro-
hibited.”

Mexican dnnkers bore no resemb ance to the
models of thnft, discipl ne and cleanlhiress chenshed
by elites. Pu/que corsumpton had a particu arly s ow
rhythm, but also other low-alcohol beverages like
rompope (eggnog), tepache (‘ermented oneapp e
Juice) and infusiones (teas w th aicohol) allowed
customers to spend hours in pulquerias, cantinas
or cheap restaurants. Despite offica regu ation, a
profuse decorat on made tre stay in these estab-
lishments more comfortable. Clients spent time frat-
ernizing, eating, or simply moving from one outlet
to another, starting sometmes in the moming and
continuing throughout the day José Dolores Men-
dez, accused of raping Maria Guadalupe Rodrigu-
ez, descnbed how he invited her to severa cantinas,

77. Cry Counk to icsé Gonzilez Par-es 7 De 1907 - Betndas
embrag anies 1337, 387 The 1902 ReG'arr entio ce Jekicas Embriagantes
estab snedan area of “frst category” zcoho out ets are.,nd the center
of the cty, whierecanrinas had 10 fo ovvsincter hyg eric normsa~g were
a tiovw2d 10 remain open laNger 1han 1nose intre ‘es; 0° tha Oy tre
second category ~ asea, ~-a, Bebida« 2noragantes “332. 115
78, arzs. §59, 553759, 15 See Raul Geerretos descrat oe of modem
pulquerias “Las putouenas se dstnguan Por sus c'aslcos adownos el
poo de cementio o de mOsA €O cuberta con serrn de co ores. a Lra
aWira comvenente. cadenas de Pare dechna de colorss, y rozos del
msmo rratena), recoriado y P Cado art stcamenve en la cared, tras e
mos1ra gor, iiadros conp a sajes mex Canos 0 eUrupeos, escenas de toreo,
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beginming with lemonade and conciuding with
twelve glasses of rompope. They ended up in a hotel
where—according to her accusation—he tned to
“orce himse f on her.”®

The elites were concerned about the relation-
ship between a cohol consumption and disorder
This made the coritrod of popular drunkenness a
matter of secunty for the city o wealth and power
A cohol consumption became the object of a con-
frontation between public policies ana everyday
pract ces of the population. City autnorities sought
to prevent crime ang disorder by limiting hours of
cantinas an¢ pulquenas, by proh biting gambling
and music at ther premises and by banning the
seling of alcohol dunng festvities.”® Alcohol be-
came the rationale for further offictal control of
people s movemen:s Since pu/que had to cay a tax
when entering the city, even pedestrians carrying
as litt'e as two ters were arrested by the police.80
Policemen dragged dozens o sleeping d-unkards
{borrachos tirados) from the streets to police sta-
tions. They were summarily fined and released the
next morning 81 But Porf nan authonties never tr ed
to fully suppress the consumptjon of alcoho!across
the city. After the Revolution, this concern was still
alive In 1916, federal D stnct off cials suggestea

Oe algu~a 2bra teatra en fas aue & dent ficaka~ a ligoleto oz Aida y
VATIOS E3PAY0SLON MACes FIa0as En ugsr orsferante la maten relQiosd
objeto de fa devoc én de prooetaro. adornaaa con flores de paped o
naturales =i ve adera sampres encendioa, y ferr andole dose, una
cadenaaz pap2 decrwra” Rau GuesreoGuerrere Elpulaue (Mexco
C 1y Joeoaan Motz 19864, 158

79. See examp es of these lestrictrons N a-a., 3ebidas emDraganies,
1332 1=

80. andreaCoours ro CtyCounci * Apr 1916. awa PO caengenera,
3645, 1777 fot sezires and arrests re‘ated w0 wraitnonzed se ng of
Puque x-a Gobernacran. 1112 120bsy 21 bis

81, x13, Gobernacédn, 1118. 4
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that all pulquerias be eradicated from the down-
town area of the city, because they gave the streets
“an ugly look and... [were] a threat to public health
and safety because their customers are dirty peo-
ple who get drunk and get into scandals and
fights.”#

Finding a systematic solution to the problem of
alcoholism proved to be difficult, in part because
of the strong economic interests connected to the
puique business in Mexico City The large demand
for alcohol and the increasing state supervision cre-
ated quarrels between cantinas and pufquerias that
had to meet municipal licensing requirements, and
the numerous informal outlets such as tendajones
(small stores) and puestos (street booths) which sold
cheap mixes of infusions and alcohol without a li-
cense, especially at night, when legal outlets were
forced to close.®3 The regulations of retail alcohol
prompted additional tensions between the owners
of small cantinas and pulquerias, and authorities—
whom the former accused of giving improper ad-
vantages to the monopolistic Compafia
Expendedora de Pulques and the proprietors of el-
egant outlets downtown. The Compafia had in-
deed powerful partners who were afso senior public
officials, such as cientifico Pablo Macedo (brother
of Miguel and high ranking officialin Diaz‘ govern-
ment and the City Council}, and made investments
in land property and railroads. The enfoicement of
regulations often meant the revocation of the li-
censes of the Companias smaller competitors. Af-

82. € Unnersal, 14 Dec 1916,p. 3

B3. Letters:gned by “Ceenen: antes de abarrotes y cant na,” 16 jun. 1909
ass, Bebidas tmdriagartes. 1338, 511; also Gervasisi Sustez to City
Councit, 24 Jul 1911, a«A, Behidas Embragantes 1341, 699. For the
Poifinan literature about alconot sin, see Pad 0 Pcato, "'El Paso de Venus
por el d sco del Sol; Criminalrty and Alcehofism in the Late Post fiato,”
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ter Diaz’ demise, many of the small sellers griev
ances against the Compania became publicand ke
new governments were, at least in rhetoric, more
willing to act upon the fears of alcoholism as a so-
cial problem.a‘1 Economic interests, benefiting the
same elite that condemned popular alcohol con-
sumption, undermined public policies against the
problem.

The late Porfirian period can be characterized
as one of intense and widespread alcohol consump-
tion in public settings, despite the strong elite con-
demnation of the practice and city authorities’
halfhearted measures to control consumption. A'-
though the problem had deep roots in the capitals
history, it was during this period when the contra-
diction between popular practices and tipper-class
attitudes became more open, yet appear ng at the
same time to reinforce each other. That was also
the case of other practices that became distinctive
features of the turn-of the century capital, such as
street commerce.

Since most of the city's inhabitants spent their
days and many nights in the streets, a great diversity
of exchanges occurred in all areas of the city Many
enterprising citizens viewed in street commerce 3
ready, if risky, source of income. Gaining access to
an abundant public was worth confronting the au-
thorities” penckant for control of the streets. A mul-
titude of serv ces were offered on the streets. Scribes
(escribanos also called evangelfistas), barbers, den-
tists, phonograph operators and mus:cians exerc sed

Mexican Studies/Estudios Mexicanos 11:2 ISummer 19951 203.241.
B4. Secretary of Gobernacitn to Governos ¢ the Federal Distrct 7 Jun
1943, 222 3784, 1430 For the industr al dimension of the pu que
economy see Juan Fe1pe Leal and Mano Huacuja Rountree £conomiay
sisteera de hackendas en Meéxmo La hacienda pulquera en ef cambio
Siglos ava, xa y a Mex1e0 City. Ed cones Era, 1282).
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ther trades on the sidewalks, wth or without offi-
cial authorization.®* Women cooked and sold food
{chopping beef, making the tortillas, fixing tacos)in
the middleof rarrow streets, especally around mar

kets like La Merced. Along with food, alcoholic bev-
erages were sold on the streets, freguently without
any kind of off cal supervision.gﬁ

What these actwv ties lacked in stability they of

fered in flex bility and freedom of movement. Small
vegetable or candy vendors would acquire their dai-
ly stock, walk the streets or take a place on a side-
walk, working untl sunset orunti their merchandise
was gone, They would start again the next day, us-
ing their daily earnings to renew stock, with any left
over to pay for lodging and other needs. This prac-
tice often involved walking from La Merced market
or the embarcaderos {docks where canoes brought
in produce from the countryside across Lake Texco

co). to central streets. Forty-fiveyear old Maria
Magdalena Gutiérrez walked everyday from the Ja-
maica market to the Fourth District to peddle vege-
tables. She used to live in Lerma, State of Mexico

where she made tortillas but, she informed a soc al
worker in 1931, “after she saw that the selling of
vegetables could be more profitable, she turned to
such activity and moved to the capital” where she
was able to earn approx:imately one peso a day She
spoke Nahuatl and some Spanish. Her ne ghbors in-
formed the social worker about her daily rout ne: she
woke up very early, bought the “lettuce, green peas,

85, Aniton 0 Aura te the Cky Courkc , 4 Apr 1893, avs, Pelicia en General
3€41,1240:for 3 1cense fer 3 Choeq-aph ceeraiex; ~a, PGi C z en Genera!
3€39, 1060, for one t¢c sell food. sra.. PO claen Gererz 3640 1145,
86. € Universal, 16 Feb. 1917 p. 1. E/Unnversal, 13 Jan 1917, p.6 See
350 Aha, SecC en Bewidas Errdy agantec

87. az:a 3enei cercia 2ublica, Seccdn Assrercial, Sere Asiados y
Mendigcs, £ 7
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artichokes, etc..” soldthemin thestreet, and returned
home walking. She was arrested on the suspicon of
being a beggar, more than two kilometers away from
home.®” Her arrest made rare everyday life informa-
tion avaiabie for historians but, from her perspect ve.
off cial harassment was not so uncommon.

Peddlers fought a daily battie agairst authori-
ties t0 occupy those areas of the cty where cus-
tomers and money were accessibie. These sellers
were, since colonial times, mostly Indians who came
to the capital to sell their own produce. In the per
cept onof early nineteenth century authorities, they
already represented a serious source of disorder al-
beit a picturesque image.®8 By the end of the cen-
tury, the confrontation became more acute and
peddlersbecame no longer a "natural”
the city’s landscape, but the actors of social conflict
expressed as the struggle for space against respect-
able neghbors and establ:shed merchants. The
1900 census classified only 334 persons as street

eement of

pedclers, but many testimonies strongly suggest
much larger numbers. In 1894 merchants of the
Calle del Empedradillo, near the Cathedral, com-
plained about the “plague” of ambu antes in that
streei. As the City Council conceded, munic:pal sreg-
utations could not be easily enforced due to the
negligence of the police{subordinated to the Gov-
ernor of the Federal District, not the City Council},
who refused to take strong measures against am-
buiantes.®? In 1903, the Governor of the rederal

88, Salvador D ego-Femandez, Laciwdad de Méico, 4. Marce a Déva os
"Lasaud, e aGuay os habtartes d= a cudad de Méxca' , 280

89. Manznants of tmpedrad lo street1o City Councs, 23 aLg $894, axe,,
Poiicia en General, 3240, 1| 7. ferihe census f,gunz, sez Duacc On Gensra
d# Estadist ca. Censo general de la Repuiyica Mexcama verificada el 28 de
octubre ee 1900 {Mexico Caly: Secreieria de Forrento, 1301-i307)
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District denounced to the City Council the increas
irg number of booths in the streets, even in the
less convenient places. The Honduras Consul, not-
ed the Governor, had to walk his horse under the
colonnades of the Portal de Mercaderes, facing the
Plaza Mayor, because he could not enter his house
thr ough the puestos established in the sidewalks 20

Disputes between “established merchants” and
ambulantes were rife. Access to space was the key
to these squabbles. Many sellers stationed them-
selves outside the markets, offering the same prod-
ucts available inside which they had acquired early
in the morning at lower prices.®' The key element
for economic success was to find the rght spot.
Food selers outside La Merced market complained
to the City Council that if they were displaced to a
different zone w'th less circulation of customers—
as city authorities intended their way of living
would be destroyed.* A similarly pessimistic view
was shared by the selers of used iron (vendedores
de fierros viejos) outside the Plaza de San Juan,
whom city authorities wanted torelocate in El Bara-
tillo market *? Conflicts between the City Council,
its representatives and street sellers became increas-
ingly acute during the Porfinato. Pdice agents and
inspectors made peddlers’ ives harder by demand-
ing ether the official permit (which most of them
lacked) or a bribe® The “illegality” of many steet

30 Geverro- of tre »ed eal D:sinct 10 the Prevdentef the City Cotuxi,
11 May, 1903, ara. “¢lcaen generl 364 4, 1643-

91. See the c3se ot vendadores amb ulantes owsd e the Martir=z dela
Torre mar ket nzmcved by oder of the author ty :n 1901, ams, Policla e
gen ed, 3€42, 1371.

92. Tomass Pérez a rd seven roze womer to the Presdent of twe C ty
Cosincl. 3 jul 1215, ana, Palicia en genead, 3645, <768

93. isaba! Reza and rwe ve morz to Pre<d=nt ¢f the Ly C aunCil, 25 Bn.
1901, 4 a Palicla e genera. 3642. 1342
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vendors became a source of additional ncome for
the pdicemen who wee in charge of to purist ng it
Thus, despite the pressure from established
merchants, clearing the central streets of the cepi-
1al from ambutantes was a never-ending iask. Street
vendors were atraditional feature of the urban land
scape. The source of tersion, it could be argued,
was the group of aff uent merchants and urban
reformers who sought to establish control over
downtown streets and turn them into a modern
bussiness cistrict tn 1901, for example, neighbors
and merchants of the Plaza de Santo Domingo
asked the City Coundl to remove the scribes from
the colonnades of the plaza, arguing that they pro-
moted vice and theft, and obstructed the view from
the stores. The Comision de Policia y Mercados of
tre City Council replied thatthe escritorios had been
there for more than forty years, and there was
enough room foreveryone anyway.95 Tradition had
established escritorios at the Plaza de Santo Dom-
ingo, andpeddlers would not move from thatiden-
tifiable marker of thetr trade. Not everyone,
however, could successfully appeal to old uses. In
1897, sellers of candy in the Zdcalo asked the City
Council to reconsider its denial to renew their per
mits. The vendors maintained that tadition had
established that during the holidays people would
buy candy and toys for their children in the Plaza

84, Fer mec harts res sianke 0 INE & ©rsinthe Sar ucas narket cee
Coms#n oe Mecadosto treC t, Counc), 2aFeb. 1893, =z, 20icaen
geneal, 3641, 1266 Fora@mp antagansta healthinspscbraccused
cf heprg ax acompanyin the munic pal s aughterhaise, see F st Disinct
Chefcfhoiceto rspector Generalce Polic a, 14 Bn 1211, asa, Gobene
cel Gsirtc Rasiros 1785, 4.

95 Ne gnoors and .and erds ¢f Sario Domingo to the Gty Camal, 27
Ju 1991 AL, Polcaen gereral, 3542, 1320
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Mayor. Banishng them from the Plaza, they argued,
would push them to the brink of “misery, with all
:ts horrors.” In this case the government was less
fiexible, and extended the candy peddiers licenses
for only a year. After all, the Zocaio was one of the
showpieces of theideal city, whileSanto Domingo,
only three blocks tothe north, a'ready beionged to
the margins.”®
Other types of exctanges chalienged the soc a

divisions of urban geography The immediate need
of aash drove people downtown to pawn their p 0s
sessions. Pawn shops 10aned customers amounts
below the value of the obiects pawned. Customers
kept a tcker until they could resav the ‘oan plus
Interests and recover their possessions. The princi-
pal moneylender for the poor was the Monte de
Piedad, a coonial institut on supervised by the city
government, whose building was located across the
street from the Cathedral, in the northwes: comer
of the Zécalo. Interest rates on loans guaranteed
by property were at least 8 per cent @ morith for
amounts of less than one peso, and 6 per cent for
greater amounts, plusa 5per cent fee. Prvate pawn
shops competed with the Monte de Piedad, al-
though exacting h:gher interests. Tre City Council
author zed pawn shops in other areas of the city in
order to prevent the long lines arid agglomerations
formed around the Monte de P edad building, but
did not allow private entreprenaurs to offer lower
rates than the Monte de Piedad.®’

96. Sanbs Csneos and th rty three more to ke Cty Councl 11 Nov
1897, a~s, Pol Gia en Gereral, 3640, 1780 The confict oeween
anthort es "establsred merhantc and oecc ers cortezed afrer he
revoluton In 1917, £ Lnveszd tnun phantly annourced that ha
authonties wae rot qang to ex tend anymore wenses ‘or peddle< on
mgor@:t avenues verween the P aza de la Consutlic on and the
Agemeda € Unversal 1Q1an 13917 p
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Theft was another reason for sorme people to
enter the wealthy areas of the capital and subvert
theboundaries thatsupposecly separated “decent”
and “dangerous” territories. Testimon:es of pick-
pockets in such places as the Cathedral and ele-
gant stores inflamed concerns about crrme In
general and supported the alleged need of harsh
treatment against petty thieves > Tramways ang
rains were favorie targets for petty thieves, be-
cause they alowed close physical contact with
waich-carrying gentemen. Most theftsdid not use
vidence but explo'ted the open spaces of streets
and public buildings. In 1911, the City Council asked
~or specal police protection for ts own building,
where bronze ornaments were frequently stolen.**
It was 3 common practice 10 enter a large store,
grab apieceof finesilk from tre counter ard try to
outrun clerks and policemen, like Gumersindo Za-
mudio unsuccessfuly attemptied in El Certro Me'-
cantil.'®

Commerce of sto en goods crossed from the re-
spectab’e areas of the city to neghborhoods outside
of police control. Contemporaries perce ved colonia
celaBo'sa asan amost foreign zone of danger w thin
tne cty They linked the neighborhood to the trade
of stolen goods and the absence of pdice inserver-
tion, and thus saw :t as a place of violence, particu
larly dangerous for upper class intruders.’® The
barrio of Tepito was feared as a thieves lair. An
Amer can traveler was tod that the “Thieves Mar

87. Memati3d de aywnrramr erio o2 7901, 239 4|

38 la Jfoz de Mexco 29.an 830, a0 2

93 Ciiy @ uicl 0 Goer-orof ine Fedem Distrcs 17 Aug 1311, sos
J®12a2n genera|, 3544 168C

100. #! /mearc at 2 lan 1SCC.p 3

10 bd, 3y 1XB 0 °
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ket” (probably the Lagunilla Market, by Tepito) was
the place where merchandise could be sotd after
th ree months from the robbery, without fear of pros
eaution. The visitor thought tnis an exaggeration,
“at least nowadays under the strong hand of
Diaz.”'9% But theft was indeed a central issue of
public concem, an uncomfortable feature of the
Porfiran cap:tal. Even though thieves were far fewer
than ambulantes, they aiso partiapated in the dis-
ruption of the soc al geography of the cap:ta
Beggars were more vsible than tieves in the
invasion of respectable places. The fight against
mendicity became a focus of upper ¢ ass struggles
to “recover’ public spaces. In 1897, inf uential hy-
gienist Dr Eduardo Liceaga proposed that beggars
be sent to Jail, instead of the overcrowded asylum.
Elimparcial supported the idea, since it would pre-
vent "those immoral scenes that contradict our
culture.”'®* Mendicants made the best from the
impact of the'r presence near churches and around
upper-class areas. in 1916, £/ Universal complained
that mendicants were 3 sefious nuisance to pedes-
trians, even in downtown streets. According to the
newspaper, they were aggressive, for they showed
“sickening sores, with reprehensible impudicity"
and threatened to infect pedestnans. Their places

10 2. Smi, Fying Visrs, 72 3

103, £/)mmarcisl, 1 Apr 1897 p 2

104 £lUnivaisal, 24 Cec <316, o 3. For City Councif menber Carlos M
Paihe, beggsrs ddonged n asy ums and notin e sireets. wher the
probem * d3iugar 3 e me nB r os des* avorabies al adeianic y wultura de
ruairanaropdl " CatosM Paifio 4Jun. 1932, 2k POlica e Qererd,
3045, 1704, and neply by Comisd n de “'olida, ibd. A highy oub caed
campa gn took pae, unersimbar pre mises n 1393 . See 3@ f cenca
Riblica d& Lisir. to Fagera, La mendcrdad 2 Méxco (Mexo City:
Pepaitamentode Accidn Educatva Efdencay Calastros Saades, “931)
105. asa. Pol cia Precos Par-ten G arla, 3664. 2. Ete obser & < percavag
tiese decept o s and cond enned tham by advancngte ceath @ may:
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were not the streets, but “the farthest comer of
hospitais”.'®* Obseners accused beggars of exag-
gerating or faking their affliction in order 10 im-
press passersby In 1917, Julio Anaya was arrested
near La Merced and sent to the Penientiary be-
cause he was begging “and to that effect [accord-
Ing to the police] he pierced the skin of his neck
with a needle”. "%

This concem about the locat:on of beggars was
another official attempt to dictate the use of the
cty. Like vendors and thieves, beggars moved to-
ward the central, more crowaed areas of the capi-
tal. As police inspectors reported to the City Council
in 1895, beggars came from outside neighborhooas
orvillages, particularly during religious ce ebrations.
Their presence was rare in suburban districts like
the Seventh and Eighth, were they were quickly
arresied by the pokce.'%® The fact that mendicants
occupied places assoc ated with modemization and
progress made them even more troublesome. £/
Imparcial denounced beggar roaming “in down-
town streets, under the shade of the trees of the
most popular avenues, in the tramway stops, where
they jump at travelers”.'"” In 1930, &/ Universal
published a map of the zone of “greater concen-
tration of beggars” based on the census performed

beggars were n fat swindles sk |l actors who exdote d pec d €s
phi anthrc py without re d v ree ding it Newspapeis cenounced “fa se
begasrs” who cnv came to the city to imp ore drarty desate be g
perfecty able t0 work, 5nd then Go ba ck. 10 hert Fou 5 165 ohe r towns,
where they 2 joyed a comfortab e | fe Nueva &a. 3 Jul. 1912,p 4
106. Poposal of Tty Counal mer cer A.gara tothe Cty Coundd, 25
Feb. 1895, and repy from pclce 1nspe ctors ara. Pokcia en Genera,
3633, 1092: Inspedor of the F fth Dstr ¢z 1o tha Cizy Council. 7 Apr
'895. bid See d:¢ the ramazkabe de scotons ot 3 &b workars in
1930 in a3, Benef renc a PUbI ca, Secc an Asstenc d, Ser2 Aslados y
NMend gos

$07. Flimoarcial, 58 lul 1912, 0.7.
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by the Bene i cencia PUblica. The area included from
Las Cruces to Guerrero Steets, and from Arcos de
Belén Avenue to Republica de Panamé Street. This
over apped with the central streets of the central
¢y, the cosmopolitan territory around the Alame-
da and Zecalo.

Peddling. stealing, begging or drinking were
certainy not the only reasons for the urban poor to
take over the spaces of the weaithy cty, but they
were the most visible Most of those who walked
or ook the tramway downtown sought i0 eam a
|ving through more legitimate and stable means,
and none relished police harassment or tte possi-
bil ty ofjail. Working in ndustr es, upper-class hous-
es, government off ces, orin the stores, many more
inhabitans of the marginal city moved dally into
the central city, filling tre streets with their pres-
ence. The city could not work without this move-
ment across social boundaries. Yet, city authorities
sought to control and channel the dynamics of ur
ban life. They tried to ieach the uban lower classes
how to use their own city

The Dispute for the City

For the eiites, crime, alcoholism and beggary consti-
tuted the clearest examples of how the boundaries
of the respeciable ¢ ty were violated. Thieves, drunk-
ards and beggars became the target of several offi-
cial campaigns to “clean up” the city, n which
suspects were arrested andmany sent to penal colo-
nies after a cursoly investigat on. Pethaps the harst-
est campaigrs took place in 1908-1910 under Porfro

108 E/Unwversal, 3 Jul 1930 p 3a.
109. For some @353 mong Mary ~ GM palgns” against ra: eros, «e2 £f
imparcial 12 0cx 1897, Gacetane Poiicia 24 Bec 1905 p 2, £ nversal,
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Dtaz’ 1ron hand, and subsequently in 1917-1919,
when Venustiano Carranza was seeking o consoli-
date revolutionary legst macy through anc ent régime
ways..Cg These po ces were the most aggressive
example of official atitudes toward the urban lower
classes. They emerged in the context of the d spute
between different conceptions about the use and
structure of the city Most commonly, however, con-
flicts were played out through the cty authorites’
skewed dstribution ofresources between upper class
colonias, on the top of off cial priorties, and lower-
class developments and old barr os. Issues of health,
polce, and street nomencature exemplify the con-
frortations between elite projects and the urban
poor’s use of the city. Disputed percept ors of urban
space, In which certain areas were perce ved as the
temtoryofcrime, illustrate how the unintended con-
sequences of modemization defeated the Porfinan
model ofa cosmopolitan capital.

The boundares of Mexico City became particu-
larly unstab e during the Porfiriato. Since the early
colonial period, ethnic stratif cation had definedan
area of Spantsh populat:on around the political and
religious center of the Plaza Mayor. The traza or
outline of the central city displaced the indigenous
inhabitants of Tlatelolco and Tenochtitlan to the
edgesofthe lake that surrounded the ¢ty Accord-
ing to Andrés Lira, from those early momerts on,
the areas of Spanish and indigenous occupancy had
noclearlimits, butmoved and overlapped constant-
fy Confiicts and readjustments became a feature
of uban politics which reached its peak in the sec
ond half of the nineteenth centuvyA' 1o

3 an 191700 5. sy, Pres dentes ®orgdn y Ca es 121-G -4
110. 113 Camumidaces indgenas, 25-28, 235
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The external limits of the capital also lost their
distinct character during thetatterpenod, as the cap-
ital expanded iw urbanized area amost fivefold, "'
Several gates (garitas) had been placed at the out
skirts of the city to control the traffic of merchand:se
brought by carts. By the turn of the twentieth cen-
tury, however, these gates were rapidly becoming
obsotete, Theystill collected fees on pufgueand other
products, but had lost their value as markers of the
crty's outer Jimits and their fiscal importance had been
reduced by increasing railroad wraffic. 2 During co
lonial times and untl the m:d nineteenth century,
ity authonties had sought to monitor the influx of
travelers entering through the garitas or checking
into mesones. Such vigilance was no longer possible
during the Porfiriato. '’ The Revolution further dem-
onstrated the loss of control over the external bound-
aries of the city. Messengers from the Zapatista
insurgencyin Morelos acquired weapons, money ard
information in the capital, and carr ed them through
the southern hills of the valley with re ative ease, al-
though on a small scale The entrance of the com-
plete Zapatista arry in November 1914 was the
symbolic culmination of this silent invasion. '™

Somethingsimilar happened to theinternal sep-
arations that structured the urban space. Trains

111, Mora es, L3 expansidnde acludadde Méxica,” 190-199, cted by
Lira, Conunidedes indigenas, 240. According 10 Mer2ies, this expansion
meant a decrease In popu atlor dens ty, oui theev.cence exam ned above
suggests the #pposie a73east in lowes-C a:s areas close to dowritown

1t2. @n tne disappearance of the earlynineteenth century markens of
the auter hmits of the ¢ty see Garcia Cubas. £/ libro de ms recuerdos,
231 On the pulque gar/fas, see Guetrero, £/ puique, 178,

113, Nacf, "Pel c*ay sequrdad pablica,” 33 Foethe cortral oftrave ers
com ng mta the city, see aew, For:do Secretar’a de Gabesnacidn, 1847,
not caialoqued The vyider aiea and the less precise Im:ts of the city are
clearly expressed by a comparson of maps of 1886 and 1906: Artono
Garcla Cubas, Alano topegrdfico de la civdad de México formado por' el
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brought anonymous multitudes to the city By the
188805, the separation between recently amved "out-
siders” (fuererios) and city dwel ers seemed Ciear 1o
everyone because both groups had distinctive clothes
and manners. As the city grew and its connections
with the surrounding countryside intensified, fu-
ererios were harder to discern. Capitalinos feared
crime more because thieves were now skillful in h:d-
ing among the crowd." ™ For many capitalinos, the
modernization of transportaiion meant a w der ur
ban space, but also one plagued by anonyrrity and
danger Urban p:anning and development attempt-
ed to contan and control this expansion, only to
become the field for further tension.

Upper cass colomas and lower-class devetop-
ments and barrios existed in an uneasy proximity
because the difference between rich and poor ar
eas had a clear cultural dimension. In the poorer
suburbs, traditonal rural ways coexisted with the
newest aspects of modernizat on. In the Seventh
and Eight districzs, unkempt open spaces challenged
the goals of urbanizat on, prompting the City Coun-
cil to order the fencing of empty lots near "inha-
bited zores”.'® Still open to the surrounding
countryside, these areas showed the unfinished
transition to urbanlife. Dogs, horses, donkeys, ptgs,

mgeniero Anitono Garcla Cutids con fas nuevas calfes abiectas hasia @
fecha y los farocamles (Mexico Cry. Antigua lforerfa de M Murguia,
1888/ and Plano oficid! de la Crudad de Mexico Edicién especial £3ta el
Consen® Superior de Gobierno el Brstro Federal, con metiva ce 1a
reunion del x Congresa Geol#gio infernaconal (N.e. 1908).

M4, Eltmoarcial 16Jul. 1912, p fiLe Nacln. 25ep 1912, 1-2:£1
Universal, 21 Oct 1976, p 3

115. D ego-Ferndndez, La cludso de Méjco, 5. Gaceta de Polica, 24
Dec. 1995, p 2, Macedo, La crnminalidad en México 14.3€, 4.7

116, Com <én de Qer3s Puolicas to the C ty Counc l. 18 May 1900. aus.
Paolicia en general, 3641, 1289
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caitie and chicken were pervasive and created san-
itation problems: in December 1900, the bodies of
700 animak were p cked w and inc neratec.'"” In
Mixcoac, a week-end residential area south of
Chapultepec, well-to-do neighbors complained
about a 43-room tenement house that they con-
sidered a focus of disease and crime, and an rsult
to nearby residences. '8

The areas of older, lower class housing near
downtown presented different problems. Many of
these communities had been establ:shed in pre-His-
panic times, but others were s mply the result of
greater population densi‘ty."'9 According to El /m-
parcial, realestate speculaton, the centraization
of services and commerce, and the pr ce of tram-
way fares forced "our poor classes to cram like
canned sardines into the smail rooms availab e”."*°
Since the nineteenth century, barrios and their in-
habitants were perceivea as an “anc:ent novelty”
by the Western:zed population, largely because they
preserved pre-Hispanic habits and %anguage.m
While their customs were “ancient,” the novelty
resided in their proximity to the modern capital.
Many run-down vecindades, pulquerias and dan-
gerous streets were located just behind the Nation-
al Pajace. According to an American visitor in 1903

N7, & Imgarcal S Jan 1900, p. 2 Anmimals used fer transportat en
addedto he peab em, as in Montev deo Rosenthal, “The Asr val of “he
Eectrc Steetcar”, 323

118. Ne ghbors a se comp aned about " @ encrme canrt dao ce oerros
vagabundos cue anemds de dar maa noia de la pokac6n y causar
grandes molestidas al vec ndario. Con3tiiuyen un set:0 pe "gra.
espec:aimente para os n fios en ‘3 estac Gn caiuresa”, Mixccac ne ghbors
to Pub Ic Hea th Counc |, 31 Jan. 1907, assa. Fonoo Salubrdad Pubica.
Secctdn Sa ubndad de D ste'to Federal, box 1. 36 Mixcoac be onged to
an ndepencent minic paity untl 1907, 2 trough t funcioned as an
upper- and m ddle ¢ ass suburb of Mexca Cty

119 Cosso. "Algunas notic as sobre las coonias® 59, Agustin Avi a
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the proximity of the Zécalo to older barrios was
verified by the fact that t s rather the lounging-
p ace for the ‘ower ciasses, as the Alameda s for
the upper.” Tre "principal thoroughfare” was still
San FranciscoPiateros, conrecting the two parks,
whie Reforma "is the fashionable drive for Mexi-
can society, and is a‘together a fine if unfimished
boulevard” '?2 After the Revolution, theareasclose
to downtown remarned &s a different world of pov-
erty and disease. In the early 1920s, sanitary au-
thorit:es considered the area north of the Plaza de
i3 Const tucion as an "erdemic” zone of typhus,
whose inhabitants had to be “desinsectizados” to
prevent new outbreaks of the disease.'*>
Therefore thecrescent moon of the marginal city
meant a threat to the security of tre central city
Certain barrios and lower-c ass cofonias were denti-
fed by gente decente as places of cnmirality and
disease. An 1895 guide for v sitors, suggestively er -
ttled México y sus alrededores. Guia para los via-
jeros escrita por un Mexicano. Cuidado con los
rateros, warned that barrios such as La Merced “i1s
famous because of the quantty of thieves who are
there”."?* But La Merced market, southeast of the
Z6calo, offered the best food prices and stock for
fower- and migdle ¢ ass customers. A’so to the east,

Mardez "Mapa sere barrios de laciudzc de Mexico 1811 y 1882%,n
Alejardra Moreno Toxaro et af, investigaciones sodre 1a bictars de la
augad de Mexico (i) iMex:co City na# 1974) 155-181. For the comp ex
h story of :he reiat a~ship tenveen the nd an San/ies @4 the capita and
the <entra cty see Lrra, Cornur idades ndigenas

120. a4a Polcia en genera, 3643 640, cippng ol & imparcial. 11
AUg. 1902, p 1.

121. Lira, Camun.dades indigenas, 66

122. Smeth, Flyino visits, 28 9

123 :s3a, 57, Todemias 32, 1Z.

124 Mexacoy susalrediedores Gusz 0ara ks vieieros €55nta o8 Lri Mexicana
Cuidsda con kos rateras (Mexeo Ciy Tp LWs B Casa, 189S) 15
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barrios San L&zaro, Sania Anita, La Soledad y La Pal-
ma were piaces of danger and disease. ' American
visitor Eaton Smith went to this “rather slummy part
of the town, whee the pavements wer abomina-
ble, either by natural vice or from efforts to reform
them, and so came to La Viga canal,” in the south-
eascern limit of the Second District. This area con-
nected the city with Texcocolake, suffering the worst
effects of dusty winds and flooding.'#®

Crime and alcoholism contnbuted to the bad
image of these areas. In a survey orgered by the
City Council in 1902, the Second District {whose
limits went from the Northeastern corner of the
Cathedral toward the east and south, and inchsded
La Merced) had the greatest number of alcohol
outlets {534 of a total of 2,423 in the whole city}.
Together with the First District (north of the Sec
ond) and the Third Distnct (nesghbor to the First on
the west), they had more than half the pulquerias
of all the eight distncts (484 of a total of 924).'%7
Thelink of specific areas with higher crime inc dence
seems not so clear To the southeast and south of
the center, of the citymainly within the Second and
Fourth Districts, the Belén Jail, La Merced market
and Cuauhtemoctzinstreet (an area of prostitution),
were the fod of danger. Evidence from published
stat'stics and the judicial archives, exemplif ed in
Table 1.3, show an even distribution of crime
throughout the city The data, however, refers to
districts where the felony took place. Elite sense of

15. The qude fom & Universal 16 Feb. 1217, p 1. Anton,o Padila
Arrcyo, Cnmindhalag, casceles y s.s1ema pendencario en México. 187€
191042n.D dss. El Cozgle de Méx @, 1995), B6-8?

126. Smith, Alying vists, 412, 28

127. A+, Bzbidas embnagantes, 1331, 41, {1

128. £Mtnparcial 31U 19C8,p 1 Appea! ng h2d eawh sentence he r cesved
for ar hormiade n 1903, Antano Rodriguez (a as “E Popo*) coniesseq
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the "dangerous” zones of the city derived from the
perceived lack of security and police absence in
many poor areas.

Tothe north, Tepito, |a Bo sa and Guerrero were
also crime terrizories. An £/ Imparcial reporter de-
picted coloria de la Bolsa as “the cradle of cnme.”
He reached the colonis “as an explorer seeting the
source of rivers by sailing aganst the stream, | fol-
lowed the comp ex network of small streets that
are the brdges sending evil from la Bolsa to invade
the city.” Once there "a crowd of horrible ard
strange figures... emerged before my scared eyes,
beho d:ng that dark world where people seem to
come from generations of criminals” 2 EI Chale-
quero, the famous prostitute-kiker first arrested in
1888, lived and committed his crimes ity the colo-
nias Peralvillo and Santa Anag, isolated areas north
of the city where prostitution was rife and nobody
dared to turn him in to the police.”?® As with the
southeastern neighborhoods of the Second and
Fourth Districts, statistics do not show a clear dif-
ference between the crime rates of the norttem
areas of the city and those of the rest of the capital.

T he poputar co/onias and barrios north, eastand
south of the central city reduced the economic via-
bility of developments zargeted at lowerclass cus-
tomers. New colonias south of downtown became
housing options for working class families as late
asthe 1920s, thanksto increased population growth
and new nvestments.">Y The perception of soaal

that n2 “parranecia a alguna de as asccaconses que d cen exsen en 3
Cdcna de laBota y ge las cuaes el Un o obeto que pe siquen es e de
de io." AGN. Fordo Sacrdtarfa ds Justica. vol 833, exp. 4237,

129. koumagnac, Cnmenss sexuales y pasionales Eshudios de paicologia
menoess, ol 1 (nrenes sextiates{Maxico City Liberia de Bouret 1586) 91,
130 Meyer “La cumd de M23xico, ex de os palaces”.
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problems in the lower-class areas of the capital was
reinforced by the authorities’ biased use of esources
in favor of the more affluent neighborhoods. Many
of these administrative decis.ons triggered the re-
action of the inhabitants of lower-class ne ghbor-
hoods, who did not accept to be treated as
secong-class neighbors. Several cases of public con-
frontatons prompted by urban growthillus trate the
political side of the dispute over the uses of the
cny'S'

The City Council was in charge of making ur
ban expansion official. It had 1o “receive” a co on:a
before granting it the benefits of urbanization. Co-
lonias such as Roma, Condesa, Judrez, San Rafael,
Santa Marfa, Escandén and Guerrero were the re-
sult of the development of lands that had formerly
belonged to hac endas. The C'ty Counal approved
the official transser of property in these areas and
ensured that their developers provided all the sez-
vices offered to proprietors.'*? Other areas, mean-
while, seemed to be ignored.'i33 tn 1903, for
example, neighbors of colonia de la Bolsa asked for
pavementand street lighting, but the City Council
denied their request on the grounds that the part-
tioning {(or fraccionamiento) of the lands had not
been officially approved. After a political struggle
with the Govemor of the Federal District, the City
Council finally accepted the neighbors’ petition,
although paving was to take time. The inhabitants
of the colonia Obrera were invo'ved in asimitar dis -

131, For e inst:tucoral history of the<e Imoostant years of urran
deve cprment, Ane Rodiguez Xur, .2 expeviencadvidada €l ayuntamiento
d2 r8x<0 poftica y admenseraadny 1876 1812 (rex o Cty E Cdsgo
d2 Méxco, 1996} For he preference ¢f ¢ ty auti orites oward he naw
anzas o the cty and the nessurces channe ec away fraq dd terncs. see
Lra, Comunidades indige mas, 253. I manez, La traza del mooer
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pute. 134 Business had a greatweight on these deci-
sions, because the city counal was usualy eiected
from a group of influertial citizens with economic
interests at stake.'*

The City Council's policies were the result of a
pragmatic combination of top-down soc al reform,
the needs of the capital and tte interests of bussi-
ress. In this context, council members’ projects of
social and uban reform had to be reconciled w'th
the pragmatic needs of development. The conse-
quences were limited policies that focused, for ex
ample, on embellishment of the city 36 Street
cleaning, hygiene and public order became the tar-
getof city govemment insofar as they cou d be ad-
dressed without great expense but with visible
results, in downtown and upper class areas. Inthe
zones beyond a visitors‘ eyes, however, neglect was
all the City Council had to offer Police and admin-
istrative pressures, similar to those applied against
ambulantes, were used to force lower ctass neigh-
bors 10 take care of their streets and facades. OrdI-
nances conceming the exterior part of buildings
exermplify this double standard. In 1901, the City
Council forced neighbors to clean the facades of
their buildings, in order to offer a better image to
foreign visitors attending the Pan-American Con-
gress. The measure was a!l the more urgent because
many quarters “not far away from the downtown”
gave an indecorous view of dust accumulated on
the fagades. The area of compulsive cleanirg was

132. D ege-Ferndrdez 12 dudadde Meuco, 4, Cossle. " A gu ras not cas
sccretascoonas” % 9 tear “Wokes Veirss arc Ciizens,” 56-8
123, See Imér e, La traza def Jover. 191 2

134, Cs<0, “AQunas notc:as sadre as cesonas,” 23.3 |

135 Rooriguez Kur, Laexpz rerica omdsda. Jimeénsz. L2 aza. 19, 88n
136. For 3 laundy I <t of Antari o Garcia Cubas gaals as newly electe d
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gradually extended from Bucareli Avenue (west of
the Alameda) to the doors of the “Palacio Nacio-
nal”, and then to all the streets leading from that
downtown area to the railroad stations, because
they“are frequented by foreigners” 7 Cieanliness
was not the only gaal, although it was the most
explicit. By also prohibiting paintings on the facades
of buildings “that obviously defy good taste and
are painted against alf the rules of art,” the City
Council was confronting pu/querias that embei-
lished ther exterors with colorful murals,*®
Regarding street cieaning, the governments
exclusive concem was only the elegant streets. In
1892, 3 commission of the City Council decided
that a private proposal to establish a service of wa-
tering and cleaning the downtown area was not
worth the investment, because that area was al-
ready cleaner than the rest.3® By 1917, the ciass
biased attitude of authonties towardstreetcleaning
had not changed: Governor César Lépez de Lara
ordered all neighbars living in stone-paved sireets
to sweep twice dally, in order to put an end to the
accumulation of dust and garbage and “the un-
tidiness of almost all paved streets of the capital.”
The order did not concern paved streets located in
the downtown area because the city took care of
them. Exceot for these, everyone else in the city

memoer of the Courcil, and his ubsequent n2ez tanegot ate witnth e
Gore rror, see Gardia Cubas . £ firo dermis recuerdos, 14§ For el 903
referm and ti © nsequences see w«n, Policia en gerera, 3645, 1701
“he CtyCounc s ad lhcaty was greaty educedb y legal =foenicin 1903
and dssappeared n 1923. The Insttuticn 3-8 hat o neactare mary
mportant ceci 90 ns with h e Governor of tie Fe deat B wict, epoointeo
by he Presid ent Sae Roar gu e L 3 X02nenci2 olvadada. As Redngu e
conte nds. the City Coun®| has recevec nacequ ae h:scormgramhcal
atenron.

137, 214, ROlida en generd, 3642, 1427,

138./b:d, 3643, 1600.
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had to take personal care of the cleaning, person-
ally and fines were established for noncompli-
ance."® The police wese in charge of enforcng
these rules, as they often were the only intermedi-
aries between authorities and those inhabitants of
the city who most suffered the lack of sanitation
and urban services.

Social conflict over the uses and hierarch es of
urban space also developed with regards to public
health. The elites saw the invasion of theirspace as
3 threat to their health. Official reactions wert be-
tween repression and negtect. In 1901, the Public
Hea th Councilindicated thata typhus epide mic had
orlginated in the lower-class suburbs. According to
the Counal, these zones could not be sanitized
unless enough police force was available to compel
their inhabitants to clean up garbage and feces.
Resources, concludedihe Council, were insufficsent
to attend 10 both the city’s suburbs and down-
own."!

The poor, however, were aware both of danger
and disease, and of the need to publicly challenge
the authorities’ use of resources. In 1901, neigh-
bors of the First and Second Districts complained
to the Council that neglect at the Plazuela of Mix-
calco was the cause of increasing mortality among
them:

139. Migue veQa y Yera tc the Crty Councl, 24 =eb. 1 892 2ua, 2@ic|a
en General 3639, 1014 Saverd frusirated coniracis up o *88% sh aw
hereuctancecf the CiyCounclictace street C ean na uncer ts dicect
2spons by ty, a2, POIc3 en Genea 3639. 1028 +bd, 2833, 1074
1bd. 38401 193.1n1893, anonerssvegtthe rze kof hec 3, 3 heugh
laking enou gh tels s, Peica en Genera, 3539, 1231

14Q. £l Unnversat 41are 1317, p & Seeal:o Ayurta m ento Cor stiudona
Me x10. Ar qumentos corya 3 inkciauy a fresi dencial, |8, 32-3

141, Publc Heah Counc totheC ty Courtr, 27S e 1901, aw Pgicia
engenerd, 36 @, 1363
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“With all respect, we the subscribers inform you that we ére
suffenng .yphus, pneumonsa and orher many aiseases v/hose
exact name wve Ignore because we are ignorant of the science
of medicine, . . beceuse of the harmful hygrene produced
by the public dumpsite in wirch the plaza knewn as Mixralco
located in front of our homes has become, we are invaded
by a serious catastrophe Gf dinesses that are kifing us with
rhe electric violence of lighining . . . we thus ask to you to
take the necessary measures 1o save us of the olague thatis

threatentng us”.*?

Although the subscribers of the letters were only
interested in street cleaning and sanitat on, the city
government saw the prablem as one of collective
behavior. Unable to direct enough municipal re-
sources toward the sanitation of marginal areas
of the city, hea th authorities focused their re form
attempts at changing the habits of the lower class-
es. Doctors denounced and prohib:ted pract ces
which they considered unhealthy like spitting. In
1902, the Public Health Council requested the City
Council to install spittoons in all public buildings,
in order to prevent the spread of tubercu osis,
whrh the prev ous yearhad killed 2,G13 peopleA'43
Inhabitants of tenement houses were advised to
defecate in “portable buckets,” which would be
provided and col ected every night by authorities.
However, in 1907 the service was still not reliable
inareas such asTacubaya“‘“1 Authorities noted that
the lack of closed sewage, running water and gar
bage collection had caused poor health conditions
among the inhabttants of a tenement house in the
Second Distict Despite severai visits by inspec-
tors between 1902 and 1906 prompted by report-
ed cases of typhus, conditions only became worse,
posing 3 threat to the lives of the approximately
one hundred tenants.’® Vecindades, however,
could not be closed outrght, nor remodeled with
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public money. For authorities and observers like
Julio Sesto, it was easy to blame high mortality
rates or the dissipation, untidiness and alcohol-
ism of the Mexican urban poor 1%6 Landlords were
rarely mentioned as responsible of these situat ons.
As with the problem of alcohol consumption, it
was easier to dwell on cultural explanatons than
to invest public resources or to threaten private
interests.

For city author ties, the pol ce wasthe best weap-
on of social reform. From their perspectve, penal
sanctions and palice pressure were the means to
instll order and good behav or in the inhabitants
of the city, without changing the matenal cond:-
tions of their ife. A handwritten note, attached to
the papers concerning the discuss on of traffic reg-
wations at the City Council n 1904, portrays this
fath in the beneficial action of pumshment. The
author of the note, probably a council member, di-
vided pedestr ans betweer “cult vated persons” and
“idem iliterate “ The first group was to be taught
about traffic rules through rewspaper advertise
ments and signs, the second, by “insistent warn-
Ings, repr mands, constant admonishment by the
police and penal sanction” a7

A though Porfran authorites devoted a large
perceniage of the city’sbudgetto policing, it is not
clear that the caprtal was safer by the end of the

142, Tvenzy ceven <ignarures o Pubtc Heath Counci, 13 Aos 1901,
ane, Poldaen gererd. 3642 1420

143, Pub keatn Counc | to Giy Councl, 5 Jum 1902 awa POKia en
genefa, 3643, 1534

144, assa Saugrcad Publca Seccon faubrisad del Ostrte Fzderal,
box 1, 35.

145, thid , bo x 1, 23

146. Sesta. £1 México de Forfirio Diaz. 231-4

7, a-a PoiC 3 et genera!, 36¢4. 1639.
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Porfinato. ** it was clear, nevertheless, that gen-
darmes (as policemen had been called since the late
1870s) were the most noticeable representatives of
authonty in everyday life. Police forces numbered
around 3,000 men and ther presence was visble
day and night in al intersections where police lan-
tems placed on the comers formed iong lines and
mar ked the areas under vigilance. Gendames were
the key to maintain official control of the city. They
saw that pufqueriasclosed on time and that neigh-
bors cleaned their streets. They were also in charge
of maintaining (or trying to maintain) private prac-
tices out of publicspaces. Among the duties of the
gendarme was to prevent people from washing
"clothes, dishes, buckets and other things at pipes
and ditctes, streets and public fountains,” and to
make sure that artisans did not perform their trade
on the streets.® The police were also busy arrest-
ing couples “for having intercourse on the streets,”
and picking up sleeping drunkards.’*® Thus, white
most workingclass neighborhoods lacked enough
police protection, the energy of gendarmes was
directed at protecting the looks of elegant streets
and enforcing offidal codes of urbanity. This use of
the police for “civiizing” purposes generated
among the urban poor a clear sense that the
"crimes” prosecuted by authorities were different
according to the sodal background of the suspect.

148 Thrat Is ty e conclu son 6f La ue nce iohn Rohlfes "Foli @ and Fena
CerrectioninMexco City, 1876-1911: AStuzyof Qrder ard Progr ess in
Pa franMexco” {Ph diss,7ulaneUn versty, 19 &) Pubisted sraticics
of crime, havever, L gges: otherwse. For pelice budget sae M=nue
Gonzalez de CosiqQ Memovs3 Gue g resenta al ongresc de 2 Union el
Gereral. Secretaric de Fstado y def Despa tho ¢ Gobernacian (Meéx< q
mperna del Gaemo Federal, 1960), spendsx 804 811,

149. “Reglarren to de asobiigaclones. del gerdarme " [1897] Go nzéez
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One final example shows the limits of official
pdicies inshaping the way people used the city The
debate over the street nomenclature proved the <e-
luciance of the majority of the inhabitan:s to pas-
s vely accept elite p roects about the organization of
the C'ty, and the need for author ties to negotiate a
compromise conceming urban modernizaton. In
1888 the C:ty Counc:| dectded to change all street
names, establishing “a nomenclatusre thatbe in har-
maony with the advances of the populztion.” it was
argued that the exist ng style (thatin most cases gave
one name to each block) was “irrational . . . absurd”
and provoked the hitarity of foreign visitors. Obsen -
ers argued that some names, such as Tumbaburros,
el Tomepate la Tecomaraiia, were "rdiculous”."™’
The proposed system div ded the city aioRg two axes
that crossed one block east of the Alameda, identi-
fying the streets by a number and a cardinal point.
But the project soon provoked the opposition of var-
ious groups. The axes argued critics at the City Coun~
cl, did not correspond with the middle of the city
because of its asymmetrical growth and because,
rather than a geometrical pant, “in the mind of all
inhabitants” the downtown of the cty was "a cer
tain zone that now extends from the Alameda to
the Plazade la Constitucion”.'”2

Whenthe changeswere enacted they provoked
confusion. People used both nomenrclatures simul-

de Cos o, Memoria que preserita, append x, 7€7 The use of po & men
sor these pur pote s cates back to the rde of “celadores” and " vigdantes”
In the late coon al era, NacH, "Pd¢ia y segur dad pabiica,” 4

150, ara, Pdl cta Fresos Penrte nciaria, 3664, 3and 4.

151, VExsco v sws alrededores S5, 13-4,

15 2. Dacumentss relatvos a L2 nemencietura Je caltesy numeraciér de
casas de fa crudao e Méx o (Mex co Cty L2 Eureoes, 1904), 356,
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taneausly. In 1893, after protests, city authorities
retumed the signs with the o:d names back to their
places, but did net eliminaie the new names which
remained as “official.” The resut was that streets
had two names, in most cases the old one being
used on a daily basis, the new one on offic al doau-
ments. The reaction to the reform varied: in recent-
iy estabhshed Colonias San Rafael, Santa Maria and
Guerrero the new names siuck, albeit temporariiy
because people started using them. In even newer
Colonias, like del Paseo, neighbors ressted the nu-
meral system, and preferred to use names of their
own choosing. In colonias Condesa and Roma, the
axis for the numbers was the Paseo de la Reforma,
instead of that established in 1888. According to
Roberto Gayol, defender of the new system, the
1888 reform did not succeed because t lacked po-
litical support and because, in a number of new
cofenias, neighbors had been granted the de facto
nght to name the streets as they pleased, with no
apparent intervention from aty auth orites.”™”
People continued to use the oid names be-
cause they made more sense and cofresponded
with thelr way of viewing the city. a group of
rumbos, or “directions” associated w th impor-
tant buildings or other urban markers, rather
than a diagram. According to councilman Alber
to Best, people knew the dty well enough to
make the numerical system unnecessary: “each
individual holds in his mind a number of streets
that i1s enough for his business and occupations,
and when he forgetsor gnoresone, itis easy to
find it by only knowing the direction or proxim-
ity that it has with others that he still remem-
bers.” The geography of the city was leamed
from infancy In 1904, the City Council recom-
mended that the od system be reestablished,
with the only reform being to unify the names
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of streets, instead of the traditional use where-
by eachblock had a different name.'s*

C ty dwel ers did not think of it as a centralized
space, butasa group of rumbos. Thus, the exchang-
es and movements that from the elite’s perspective
constituted an “invason” of respectable areas, from
the perspective of the utban poor were simply mov
ing from one rumbo to another Such movement,
in their view, responded to immediate subs stence
and soc ability factors, and was not charged with
the threat of social disorder that elites saw in t.

By naming and walking the city in their own
way, people undermined the mode of rational or-
der devised by Porf'rian urbanists. Judicial narra-
tives attest to the meandering walking that
preceded the committal of crimes. Leopoldo Villar
gaveihepol ce a detailed descrption of his move-
ments the day he was arrested for theft: in the
moming, he went from his home in Malaga street
to the Hotel Regis, to wait for a person who did
not show up. He found his friend Emilio Vera in-
stead, and they wentto the Cine San Rafael. Af-
ter the movie, they walked by the Legislatve Palace
and, when Leopoldo was defecating near a con-
structionsite, Emilio found (he claimed) the wheel
they were accused of stealing. Thev walked to
ward San Rafael Avenue, four blocks, and found
some friends, with whom they went to Las Aries
Street, and then Leopaldo went to Mr Arellano's
house, in the sixth block of Miguel Maria Cont~
eras, where he was arrested and then taken, at
11:00 p.m., to the Eighth Police Inspectron,155 L
opaddo lacked a stable job, thus, he kept maving

e-

153, tbiz, 28 32, 28.48 9.
154. /bid , 102 -3, 25 &-2.
155, A, 3067301, 2
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across the ciy, hanging around with friends and
looking fer income. His disorderly use of the city
made him a suspect.?*®

W hen forced to give an address, people used
vague references to locate their place in the city
Nineteen percent of those arrested in the 1917-
1918 campaign against “rateros” declared to have
no address, while others simply referred to a rum-
bo (e.g., "la Ladnllera,” for a brick making facili-
ty).'57 The lack of preciston in the use of street
names and addresses was also a way to evade the
action of authorities. The case of Josefna Ayala il-
lustrates this tactic. She was arrested for begging
in October 1938. Social workers of the Departa-
mento de Beneficencia had to evaluate her ability
to live by herself or be sustained by her family, but
she did not help them, perhaps fearing that she or
other members of her family might be punished
further. She advised her son, Luis Barrios, not to
use her name when visit ng her in jail, but to ask
instead for kabel Gémez {who was a friend of Jo-
sefina, who was also in prison), so he would not
also be detained for questioning. The social work-
ers who went to check the two addresses she had
provided, found out that the first one did not exist
and that in the second address nobody knew her
Looking for Barrios, social worker Concepcion
Caufield went toyet another address that he had
provided when finally questioned, but that one cid
not exist either. Caufield asked forJosefing's son at

156. M chd de Cerleas preposedtha twalkIng the sireets was In i d f a
" spee ch act,” a nasser en of muliplealernatve dash@atonsard uses
offieuttanspacehs tcha tenge “paroptc power " Mche de Certean,
The Practke of Everyday life trans Steven Raidall Berkeley, Unvesity
of Caifom a Press. 1984)
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the brewery “La Coronita,” where ke had said he
work, but the ownertold her that Barrios did not
work there any more, because “he is usualy lost [se
ha vuetto muy perdido]; sometimes he corresby here
and [the owner] gives rim the messages from his
mother but he does not pay attenton to them”.'*

The case of Josefina illustrates the amb valent
effect of urban policies when applied on the poor
ergroups of Mexico City's society. Inspecior Caufield
tred to ascertain Josefina s place in the city. But
josefina and herson Luis kept on changing names
and adcresses. Josefina had probably undergone
the same humiliating experience of Candelaria
Garda, arrested in the same campaign: her clothes
were bumed, her head was shaved, she was sprayed
with disnfectant, and was forced to wear an asy-
lum unifom.'*® The purpose of the campa gn was
toidentify those who we re not able to sustain them-
selves through work, or whose families had desert-
ed them, and place them under the protection of
thestate. The intenton of social workers as C aufield
might have been to help Josefina but the uban
poor could only perceive this campaign (and other
public policies toward the umban poor) as an ill-dis-
guised aggression. Pressed by official harassment
and by the economic hardship that forced Josefina
to beg, the uban poor chose to use the city in their
own way crossing the boundanes that were sup-
posed to organize society and avoiding any cor -
tact with authonties.

158. eefnawasfinaiy e @ dafertcurmonthsinpison, as<s Ferde
Beneficenca PUblca, Seccibn Asstercla, 6, 3 For a smllar case of an
addressthat dd notexst bid., 6 29

159. Canaelara Garda b Josefa Castro 14 Oc: 1930, assa, Fo nco
Bereficenc a Pib ca Sexion Akiancia, 7, 7
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Conclusions

Mexico City’s particular brand of mode rmzat ion was
characterizedby a permanent negotiation between
the ideal aitv and the everyday c ty. Although most
of the problems and policies described in th s essay
had old antecedents in Mexco C ty's history (and
many resrain still T0 be selved), the uniqueness of
the late Porfiriato and eary post revolution res des
in the clear confrontation between an authortar-
an regime and a populat on which refusea to ac-
cept the elite’s divisions of the urban space and
norms of publicbehavior Governments developed
extensive projects tore shape utban geographyand,
a5 a consequence, the behavior of thesuborainate
groups. Butsuch proects were undermined by de-
mographic growth and technological changes. Sev-
eral factors, such as the development of the
tramway network. the emergence of marginal co-
jonias and the ncrease of popu ation Gensity around
the downtown area, mod.f'ed the lower-classes’ use
of umban space. Besieged by unemp oyment, dis-
ease, and lacking water and appropnate housing,
the urban poor invaded the respectabie Gty, de-
spite the fact that the potice constantly reminded
them about the soaal divis ons of the capital.
Thus, the dispute about the use of the city be
came a matter of crime and punishment. Many ev-
eryday practices of the population became
“criminal” in the eyes of the elites and public offi-
cials. Lower-cass neighborhoods were identified as
zones of danger and disease. City authorities placed
the police in charge of punishing the behav ors that
challengedtheiridea of urban modernization. Other
official efforts, such as the extension of sanitaton
and the control of alcohol consumption, were lim-
ited by the restricted budgetary resources allotted
to the marg nal dty and by the official willingness

ANUARIO DE ESPACIOS URBANOS, HISTORIA, CULTURA Y DISENO

pabio zirccato

to respect private interests. Tre profits created by
real estate development and the pulque industry
overrode the goals of social reform. It was easier
and cheaper to punish deviant behaviors and to
restrict the urban poor to the socally marginal ar-
eas of the capital. For the urban poor, on the other
hand, justice could not be expected from above.
They had to siéenty and constantly disregard regu. -
lations in order to survive in the city
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Table 1.1. Population of Mexico City, Federal District,
state capitals and Estados Unidos Mexicanos

Year Mexico Federal State National Mexico City
City District capitals* population as % of total
1895 329,774 474,860 732,047 12,632,427 2.61%
1900 344,721 541,516 774,233 13.607,272 2.53%
1910 471,066 720,753 923,755 15,160,369 3.11%
1921 615,327 906,063 926,475 14,334,780 4.29%
1930 1,029,068 1229576 1,159,224 16,552,722 6.22%
1940 1,802,679 1,757,530 1,431,007 19.652.552 9.17%

* Inc udes ctes 57 Aquasca ertes, Cluoad V ciora, Co ma, Cuernavaca, Cul acan. Chihuahua, Chioancingo, Durangs, Guad3 3jara, Guana uao,
Hermositto, La Paz Mérda, Monterrey Morel a, Oaxaca, Pachuca, Puzb a. Quersserd San Lus Potosi T axcéla, Touca, Tuxtle Gutférrez, Veracruz
Vilehermess

Source Estadisticas ristoricas de México vat 1 (Mexice, s 1992), based on figures of natora census

Table 1.2. Index of the population growth of Mexico City,
Federal District, state capitals and Mexico, 1895=100

Year Mexico City Federal District  State capitals National population
1895 100 100 100 100
1900 105 114 106 108
1910 143 152 126 120
1921 187 191 127 113
1930 312 259 158 131
1940 547 370 195 156

Source Tabie 11

ANUARIO DE ESPACIOS URBANOS, HISTORIA, CULTURA'Y DISENO ISSN digital: 2448-8828 No. 4 enero-diciembre de 1997.

District

Total

No address
| District

Il District

Il District
1V District
V Distnict
Vi District
VIl District
VIl District

cadle pirccateo

Table 1.3. Arrests in 1900 by District of committal

Arrests

20,120
2,052
2,735
3,917
2,355
2,260
2,337
2.813

871
780

Per 100,000 inhabitants

5,454.08

4,643.54
5,541.88
3,787.09
4,941.19
4,965.47
6,977.03
3,357.88
4 315.59

source Cuadias estadisricas e informme de! Procurador d e Jusiscia, 1900 (Mexco C ty. L3 Europez, 1903): Censo General de fa Repubtica Mexicana
vevificade el 2§ de ociubre de 1900 (Mex co City: Secretaria de Fomento 19C1-1207)

Mexico City
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Colenias, Barrios, Police Districis
and Sites Mentioned
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