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Sunflower as the Symbol of “Red Sun” Admiration Era

—On the Image of “Sunflower Garden” in Sunflower Dictionary of Xu Jiang
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Abstract

“Sunflower” as a symbolized image in the special historical period “Culture Revolution” in China has
almost been forgotten by Chinese literature and art circles away from Culture Revolution Literature,
which was incredible phenomenon. However, the famous contemporary painter Xu Jiang has published
a collection of random thoughts for an art creation Sunflower Garden Dictionary in recent years,
recalling the “forgotten” history and awaking the pictorial memory of “Red Sun” admiration era which
had overwhelmed people as a wound. The article expounds its structure from the way of expression of
Sunflower Garden Dictionary and analyzes the work from two dimensions of the birth of “Sunflower
Garden” and the shaping of a generation’s circumstances with the historical scenes and era features of
Culture Revolution to reveal the work’s significance on the literature, art, thought circles of

contemporary China and on reexamining the history of Culture Revolution.

Key Words: Xu Jiang, sunflower, Sunflower Garden Dictionary, sunflower garden image, a generation’s
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