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FrREFACE

Thiz bicgraphy was reguirsd to pass a cource for *he
undergraduate history dearee. 1 had no backarsund in this type
of basic research. The anly papers I had ever written wers
requrditations of data tmat had ﬁlready been accumulatsd.

I have attempted to make an interesting sketch of the 1ife
and perscnality of Mary Savage {Jores) Anderson by examining the
ramnants she laft behind, It has been a challenging and
ab=orbing task. I can only hope that my interpretation of the
evidence presents an accurate portrait of an infamous

Savannian.
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ARESTRACT

Mary Savage (Jonesd Anderson was a desgcendant, both by Birih
ang marviage, of fhe Haberzhan and Noble families. Roth of these
families roots can be traced back to the founding of Georgia.
This is & brief sketch nf her life. The purpose of this paper
Cowas o give an ides of what it was like to grow up one hundred
vear® agm in a prominent local family, and Lo give am insight on

the pevrzanal ity and attibtude of Hary aAnderson.
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FNTREGDUCT TOMN

Mary Savage (Jones) Anderson was a native Savannias. Her
roots reath back to the early eighteenth century and the founding
of Becrgla. She waz net outstanding or well known, instesd she
led & quist comfortable life. &She was raised in a wealthy Rome,
ftravelled axtensively, married well, wes active Civically and
livad to an old age. She embodied the traditionsl vole of a
woman as defined by her era. Mary Anderson fit the ever popular

image of a ‘southern belle'.



CHARPTER I

FaMILY CONKNECTIONMS

Mary Bavage Junes was born to George Fenwick Jones and AN a
Wylly Habersham? on July 23, 1B75.= Her ancestors both
maternally and paternally can be traced back to thg early days of
tﬁe Georgia golony. Her father was a descendant of Mobie Jones
wha trave;led with Ogelthorpe.? George Fenwick Jones was bevn in
1841.9 Hé wés gducated at the Unjiversity of Heidelberg in Eurcope
and during the Civil War he was Secretary to the Hon. Wm. L.
Yancy, Commigsiconer of the Confederate States o the Court of St.
;Iames.ﬂ He later returned to the United Stateg and became an
attorney.® Mary was the second of three children. Her father
gied of typhnid fever in 1876.7 ’

Mary’e mother was the daughter of William Neyle Haberszham,
"ehivd generation from James Habersham who came £o Savannab in
i738 with John Wesley and assisted in founding the Bethesda Home
for Boys,"'®

Mary had an older silster, Fosephine, and a younger hrother,

Moble,.® Josephine, like Mary, marrvied well and settled in

Savannab. Moble followed iR his Takhers focotsteps and became a

i
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attorney.1® He lived in Mew Ergland for some time but,
pventually returned homs to Savannahk. 1
Mavy was bovrn pighteen months after Josephine with Noble
following a year later.*® She was only three when her father
gdied and the Tamily moved in with her maternal! ovandparents_ 1
The Habershams lived ah the cormer of Harvris and Barnoard Strests
in downtown Savannah.** Their four story, frame house Had
French windows throughout the house, protected on the
lower halves by iron work grilles. &% the vight of the
entrance hall and stair, there were two drawing rooms
and at the rear was the dining room, vunning across the
width of the house. This large room had two Italian
marble mantels and was divided from the drawing roocm by
felding dovves with engraved glass panels. There was a
fireplace in every vroom. From the second floor, wWhere
there were four bedrooms, a dressing rocm amd & bath, a
gtaircass n the back hall led to the third story rooms.
Ar enclosed dark winding stair in the front hall of the
second story led to the front third gftory roam. ™
The howuse alss hMad & store vyoom, laumdry room, pantry, basemenrt
and kitochen.?*® Next to the house was & two story brick
stable that dovhled as the servants guarters. ™ An annex belween
the houwse and stable contained & ballroom, and a two story
gdlassed inm wire room, 1® The Bulleoch—-Habersham House, as . it was
“later known, has =zimcg bheen taro dogn, 1Y

Mary's room was oh the third z2tory. She shared that floor

=



with Josephine, MNoble, Annather mother? amd the children’s nanny
Dinah.=® Mary was very close te both of her grandparents and
had fond memories of growing up with them. Im later years, she
wrote

Ome of ithe compenzations for old age iz the abiliey o

look back on 2 happy childhood and thiz compensation

is mine, for pever were children governed by morg loving

and undevrstanding elders, and in happier surroaundinogs,

than were we three (and all our cousins’ who had the

privilege of living at Whits Bluff with Grandma and

GBrandpa==

Every Christmas Dineh would take the children to Mrs.

Myers’ Doll and Toy Shop on State and Whitaker Btrests, to see
the Santa Claus that draced her chimney.=®

The thildren also endoved rollerskating down Brouwughtaon
Strest(the first street paved by the'city) or watching the
lamplighter who went around at dusk.=*

Mary wenbt B0 Myrs. Wilbur's kindergarten on the corner of
Jarnes and Whitaker Streets.?™ LOfterwards, she attended Miss
Lizzie Bancroft’s private school on the corner of Drayton and
President Streets.=*® When she was older, after the death of her

mother, Mary was sent %te Spring=ide School in Chestnut Hill,

Fennsylvaria.®” She was never ment to public mschool. =8



The Habershams had 2 summer home out at White Bluff called
‘Hvan Hall.=2® This area 1= now known as Vernonburg, on the
southside of Savannah off of White Bluff Foad. The community was
known simply a=s White Bluff up umtil 1937 and “was concidered =
resort section of the county, "2

Mary!'s family spent every summer out at &von Hall. It was
the oldest house out &% White Bluff.@t William Habersham bought
it in 1354:frdm Dr. Bendamin Burroughs, a Presbyterian
minister.®® Hep purchased fifiy—five acres for $10,000 dollars.=?
Accarding to family lengend, the minister lost several®+ daughfers
" in & freak accidemt on the property and no longer wanted teo live
there. The girls had been playing on the bluff when it collapsed
and they were buried.=%®

Mary loved the summers at White Bluff. fFastimes included
boat races, picricking on Coffee Bluff, swimmirmg, fishing and
gailing. 36 She and the other children used tao torture their poor
nariny by pukting fiddler craks down her back.37

On August 31, 1886, Mary and her family experienced the
Charle#ston sarthguake.®® They were afraid that the house Qaﬁ

Qoing to shske apart =0 they camped in the yard Tor thres

=
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nights."%  Another westher scare accurred in the sunmer of 1893

‘when a hurricane swept away part of the upstairs verandah of Bwon

Hall.=#=

Other than these sccassional scares life on the Vernon River
was relaxing and enjovable. Mush of the summer was taken up by
visitore and also visiting., The Habershams did not lack for
interesting company. Two of their frequent visitore wers Captain
Simmons m% the Revenus Cutter "Boutwell" and Colonel Way who had
been the United States Minister %o Russia.*? Friends and family
also lived in the surreunging locstions of Montgomery, Gresn
Island and Beaulicu.=3

Mary's mother died in 1888 at the age of thirty-nine.+® 1t
was suspected that she, like her husband, died of tvphoid
foaver.®* Afterwards, Mary and Josephine were sant to bBoarding
school in Fennsylvania under the care of their cousin Lets

DeRernna, +9



ZHARTER TEC

QUT OF THE HNEST

Mary continaed o spend summers gt White Blaff., Bhe want o
sechool in Pennsylvania for two yeEars. During ber last year at
échuml, her grandfather took Rer to New Brumswick, Canada onr s
month long fishing excursion.,<s

Mary’é lost her grandmothsr on November &, 1892, and her
grandfather on Ssptember 20, 1899.47 She remembered them both
fondlv.

He posssssed o most lowable and delightfel
persorality with his varied interests and generaus,
happy nature. She retsined The high spirits and
guick wit which had distinguished her in her youtha=

Her grandparents never got o méet the man she chose to
marry. His rame was Clarence Gordon Anderson, som of Florida and
Clarence @. Anderson, Br.=" He was thiviy-two, the same age as
Mary, and was the trmasurer for Ehe Georgia State Banking and
Loar Associabticm.®®  They were married on NMovember 7, 190% by the
Rector of Chrigt Church, Francis A. Brown.®* HMary had followed

irm the Habersham family footsteps and was a lifelong member ofF

Christ Episcopal Church. She was baptized there on



December 1%, 1872 and confirmed on March 27, 1887.9=

Clavence and Mary moved into 114 W, Waldburg which he
owhed. =2 They lived therse for five years and in 1910 moved o
421 E. 36th Btreset.®* Clarence's parents then took up residencs
g% the Haldburg property, where they remained until the death of
Clarence Sr. in 1225.5%

In 1313, Clarence was the president of Lawton-Anderson
Cumpany.“; This changed to Anderson Cotton Company the following
year wiith Clarence remaining president.®" He and Marv 1ived
alternately in town and cut at White Bluff until 1922 when they
moved to White Bluff for good.®=

Avan Hall had been laft to Josephine, Mary and Nohle when
their grandparents died.®™ Mary and-NGhle sold their interest in
it to Josephine and her hushand James Alfred Fearce Grisfield.®®
The sisters and their families continued %o spenﬁ their summers
there tcosthar.2t -

Clarenca’s cmtﬁpn Ccampany was prospering and in the early

4

- 1920'= he and Mary begam to build a home next door tao th%;ﬁvgn

;-Hall property.®® The plans were elaborate and an architect was

E_EVEH hired.®® Early in.development the house began to sxcesd the



planmed cost and the architect was eventually tired. = The
accounts vary on the following svents. According to one SOUFCE,
Clarence and Mary moved into their home but, when the stodk
market crashed in 192% Clarence’s business went under and they
could not afford to kepep thie home. 8o, they sold it to Jack
Diamond {whose son now lives there) and moved into fAvaon Hall.s=
& ’a:unfl_lit:tir'ag goeount claims that Clarence?s company
suffered when the government put stvict regulations on cobiton
factors, and he was forced fto quit his business. Howewver, he and
.Hary were able to remain in their home until their deaths. Then
the property was sold to Jack Diamond.®®
In either case, it is a large, white stucco home with a

beautiful view of thg marsh.




During her marvied years, Hary kept busy with writing,
travelling and civic activities. She and Clarence did not have

any children. Mary was a original member of the Froebel

Circie®” which was orgenized on May Z7,1837.%% “Its purpose was

Ehe relief of distress amono poor children of Savannah. 5% 5he
was also a charter member of the Trustees Garden Club as well as
gn officer in the Georgis Garden Clubs.

Colonel Beverley Rockwell?™ remembers that she always had a
Beautiful garden filled with camellias growing out at White

Biuff. She had & pool in the middie of the garden but, never

filled it with water because then everyone would he tartured by

the mosquitos!7: He recalled the times when Josephine would tie
strings around Mary's garden for the little children to Tullow,
They strings woung around the flowers and at the end treats wers
found.

Mary was also guite active in the Georgia Society of .

. belonial Dames. She served as tbheir president from 1923-1929.7=

'fEYimr to that she mpad besn the corvesponding secretary and vice—

r

.

PTEEident Tor i vears,3  During her presidency, the sociegy

BUWchaszed the Andrew Low House, They bought 1t for 37,500 in



S k92B.¥Y This house 1= still their headguarters. Mary was
glected Second Vice—FPresident of the Maticnal Society of Coalonial
Dames in May of 1935.7%¥ Then, in 1941, she was elscted Honovary
Frecident of $he Geargia Scciety o«f Colonial Dames, 7S

Mary enjoved history and writ inpD.®” She combined these
interests while she was 2 membe- of the Dames and wrote two

histories far them. f Mistoary of bhe Georgis Society 2f the

Colonial Dames of America April 1B33-Japuary 19590 was her

Chandiwerk and is still used by the Dames today.”@ BShe alsco

helped to author Gecroia B Paseant of Years."® This book iz a

collection wf excerpts and tidbits about Geargiafs history.

In 1933, Mary wrofe an unpubliﬁhed aoccount of her garly life
in Savannan and White Blutf titled Davs Beyond Hecall., SBhe wrote
A detailed descripticon of her Life from about 1876 to 1890 for

two of her niscss, 9w

The Eggrgiﬂ_ﬂistm?icaL Ruarterly from June of 1934 contains
an articla by Mary. It datails the life of a distant relative,
Captain George Antersen Berwick of Scotland.=?

Hhen she wasn’t busy with the community or writing, Mary

liked to travel. She =pent several summers in Italy with her

11



never maryied and lived in HEomg.——




CHAPTER II1

LASTINMG MEMOR IES OF A LaDY

Mary’s later years with Clarence at White Bluff are best
dpscribed as ureventful. She liwved a guiet life and reamained
very tlose to her sister.®® Her nephew, Pearce Connerat,
remembers FEf sitting on fhe porch, rocking with his grandmother
Jasephiﬁe; Her cousin, Colonel Rockwell, summed it up best with
these words: "Mary Savage Jones Anderson was a tvpical Southern
lagy of her fime. Always well dressed and a most gracious
hostess. "

Mary Anderson died on March 30, 1358 at Telfair Hospitsl.®®
. :
She had been hopitalized with pulmeonary edema®™ for four days.®%
SBhe was buried with Clarence’sz parents at Bonaventure Cemetary on
fpril 1, {3958.%% The Reverend F.o Bland Tucker officiated.=®
She left svearything to her husband and executor Clarences

Gordon Anderson. =2

Mary was respected and well liked., The words of her.

-manuscr ipt show an intelligent, humor Guis woman who enjoyed bher

.blife. She iz ramembered fondly by her surviving relatives.



Their words almost form an echo: she was not special, she just

lived a guiet, happy life.?®
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