Howard University

Digital Howard @ Howard University

Mississippi Health Project Manuscript Division

1-1-1938

Mississippi Health Project Annual Report No. 5

Alpha Kappa Alpha

Follow this and additional works at: https://dh.howard.edu/aka_misshealth

b Part of the Public Health Commons

Recommended Citation

Alpha, Alpha Kappa, "Mississippi Health Project Annual Report No. 5" (1938). Mississippi Health Project.
4.

https://dh.howard.edu/aka_misshealth/4

This Report or Annual Report is brought to you for free and open access by the Manuscript Division at Digital
Howard @ Howard University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Mississippi Health Project by an authorized
administrator of Digital Howard @ Howard University. For more information, please contact
lopez.matthews@howard.edu.


https://dh.howard.edu/
https://dh.howard.edu/aka_misshealth
https://dh.howard.edu/manuscripts
https://dh.howard.edu/aka_misshealth?utm_source=dh.howard.edu%2Faka_misshealth%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/738?utm_source=dh.howard.edu%2Faka_misshealth%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dh.howard.edu/aka_misshealth/4?utm_source=dh.howard.edu%2Faka_misshealth%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:lopez.matthews@howard.edu

THE
ALPHA
KAPPA
ALPHA
SORORITY

Health

Project

A.K.A. PUBLICATION No. 5

1934




feknowledgments

The Alpha Kappa Apha Sorority wishes
o make gratsiul scknowledgment to: o Dr.
Thokas Parran, Surpedn-Genaral , and Df, H,
4, Vorsaletir, Assistent Surgeon-Gineral, of
thy United States Pablic Health Service, For
thobr assistance In saking possible the ss-
terials used in the Wsssersan anits Tor the
seotion o venoresl  digease  cantrol; 0O,
Regeon C, Brown, Heal thEbsation Specialist,
United States Public Health Sérvice; Dr.
FelixJd. Underwoad , Exeoutive OFCioer of the
Mizsissippl State Board of Hemlth; Br. B, 0.
oy lder, Direotor of Bol ivar County Heslth
Degariaent, whoss hearly saleosd, Coogsra-
thon, - aml aetisal participation with  the
flold mirses of hiz degmrtsent grkally L=
areazed the affectivensss of . the work; the
lowal Works Progress Adsindstration for ik
assigmment o clerical ssslisiance; theComty
Fara [emomsbration dgent; H. H. unton Drug
Comgmny  lor the securing of specinl dng
rates; Miss Florapes 0, Alexandor, State
Sugeryiser of Negro mirsl tewchers; the oit-
izens of the Megro tosn of Mowed Bayod, amd
it% leaders, Mayor Sonjasin A, Greon asd Mr.
Eiggersr P, Booze; amd all the chapters of the
Alptas Knppa Alpba Sorority e rouls 1o Mis=
sigaippl, whose ssbors providsd aocosedn-
tioms for the stall werkens.

The 1938 Mississippi
Health Project

FOURTH
ANNUAL REPORT

December, 1938




DEDICATION

T THE SOROAS
(i1
Alpha Eappa ALpha Sororiiy
whose ldoals and falth have susteined
tha work of this project
this report

Is gratelfully dodicated.

Below frem Lleft co right;

HES . Mae Rbodes, Hise Herjorle Nollomam, Mrs. HATRATsD Davis Bowenm,
HES. Edga OF¥4F GPAY. DF. DOCoTAY Bouldimg Fersbes, Br. R. D. Dedwrlder,
County Health Offfcer, BF. Hary E- Willlama.: Hiss Gadle Dlok, Hiss' ITda=
bella Telasr, Dr. Hary C. Wright, Hiss K. Paddry, Hiss Helwa L. Frice.
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and that tholr sisslon wos good ard
that wo ghall movor forget Chem,

W AP FOIF LPibata.

Margiret Davis Fosen
Ethal Hedgeman Lyle
Edna (Fer Gray

Ida L. Jockson

Mary E. Willlass

borothy Eoulding: Foretes
Chalraan

Health Committce Members

New Oirlenre, [a-
Priladelphia, Pa.
Balvimore, Md.
Ok land, Calif

Tiskages, Ala-

MWashington, 0. €.

#ﬂt( th S fﬁjj Membears

Dorothy Boulding Forebas

Mary 0. Welght
Mary E. Willlans
Bpdie Dick

Margaret Davis Bowen
Edna (rver Gray
Marjoris Holloman
Tda L daokaon
Porcin W, Nickens
Malva L. Frice
Tdaballs Yelser

Mas B. Bhodes

M, 2. Nelson

Modical DMrector
Dentist

Pulal o Benl th Director
Graduate Narse
Clinical Assistant
Clindcal As2idiant
Clinieal As=istant
Intarviceer
Imtarviguor
Imteryiewer
Intorviowar
Interviossr

Interviewar




Foreword

The rmral South soes savenly odd years ago was e sooree of mach comcern and
disquietiake Lo the nation, Todsy, &8 when, It 1s ax the “proules chilld of
America.” The literary market iz FMlooded with nowvels, pletorial sarveys, and graphlo
travel acomunts of variems asgects of the “Scuthern Problem™, The Fedarml Govoermsant
and other agenclies are conducting mction prograas designed to alleviate the sconsaic
415 of this large section of our cemtry, and we do mot wish to sinisize the value
of their contributions: hosever, obeervatlon bas revealed - that' lecal inrlisnces op=
grata, in many instaress, 0o deflect the bopefits of thess prograss Crom the groips
for whos thay wirs originally intemded, The result las boen te creats a gap which
can Ba illed only by concréte and @ ffgctive projoots shich carry 10 Uhe rural South=
arper direct, personalized assigtance which camot Lo interceplisd to degrive him of
any halp shich might s imeugirated fop his benefic.

Substandsrd 1iving groups are prevalent throuaghedt Aserics, butsines the pctie-
ity of the Mpha Kappa Alpha Sororicy was necessarkly limited, it directsd its pro-
gran o the Negro coneentrated in' the rural Seuth shere inescapable prohilbdtlons i
posed upon his by the social and political systoss there siand between him amd other
presible somirces of aid.

In studying the nesds of  the American Negro, particularly during Ehass  lote
yoars of severe ecomcale depression whon Dw his Locose the marginal man in Inchsstey,
apricul ture, and labor, our leaders of the Scrorily wese comwinced that o need, hoe-
aver grave, Lramcendsd in iaportance the devastating health nesds of thesa paaple,
Iiving on the trink of gconomic. and) seclal dizaster, and thak their healih monds
cenald best be satisfied by cospetent Mogress, working through apencies where posal-
ble, or as private groups shers oo existing agoncies wore sesting th Pl

The Sorority organized & commities through which it might give time, money, and
sarvice oo conduct a project to allevinte at loast some of the conditiors inimical
to physical well teing, in the conviction that the sbilicy o leam and O work, in-
‘dadid to weench from the sot] the barst Living, are all predicsted om soand hoealth.
In the procosd of condesting the elindo, It was Arevitable that a preater keowlidm
wnd & bresder undorstanding of the Mindemenilal [aotord Felatad Lo health conditions
should e aoqulred.

This, the fifth of & sories of reports byt Alpha Mapge Alpha Health Comsittes
on the Sorority's ploneer work in U Mississippd Delta will omit repetition of L
data inelided in the previses brochures, coples of which are avallable 1o the Iiles
of tho Medlcal DMmetor, oxcept for the lellowing Lriel susssry:

The [lest projéct, eondected in lolwes County, Mississippd, in the susser of
1M, &5 & siriotly sducationsl project opemting as & Sumer School for rural ¥egro
tedchors, brought bafors the Sorority s appalling health corditiems of te raral
Hemthirn Negro and irsplred the insugiration of the cliniesl heslth project, shich
hes Botn in the Fleld ssch susmer lor Pour successivie Years.

The socsnd, shich lnitiated the health clinfos, operatod mlxo in Holwes Comty,
comcontrating on, s comtysside immnization progras against diphtheris sl smallpox
for all chiildrem undér 12 years,

The' three subssqmnt health clinies including the one covered in this report,
wera all condueted in Bollvar Dounty, Mississippd, on an spageented soale esbracing
Targer sédical and dental sorvices for both children and sdul ts.

The Hand th Projecl bLiv U last four years bus sucessdod in betbaring conditices
in the Few specifie localities where 1L was conductod. Dts technlion and progras
warg desigped o BeFYe BR A demors trmElon 0 other agencies for work onoa larger
soale.

This technique, reftesd by Tour smsers' experience, stands ss o of the sost
e ring onigrosihs of tha work.

16 15 encmurmging 1o obsorve in the recently sxponded Natbonal Houl th Crussdes
thit pablicioalth ix gainieg recoml ton as o Bajor progria in heman robasbi 1itation,
amid it i5 most leartening bo know that the Aljpha Kappa Alpha sororily wes in the
wangsinrd) with tioss plonecrs wia Debloved that health is basic to social snd eccndnic

nrnl for dhe Natlicn.
i % Dorothy Boulding Faretes, M.,

Walical Direcktor

Wash frgton, 0.0,
Tecombar 1, 1904




We Plan

The Alpha Enpga Alpha Sorority since 195 has held as its goal the leprovesent
af tho hodlth conditions of the economically amd socially handicopped Negroes of the
Uinsissippl Melta,

T Sorority's plan For this werk, recessarily limited In scops and technique,
was Amplemerited to & Large dogres by the volunteor services of trained and qualified
phiysicions, denlisis, gradiate nurses, teschers amd social and rescarch workers en-
Mstod From a dozen or poro states.  These voluntaers bave glven thilr personol sor-
vices from thees L0 six weeks each smser in ploneer work on the plantatiors of the

Dalta.

The plan’ as outlined sed axecpted. hes hod the cooperation and erdorsesent of
e Uil ped Statos Pablic Tealth Servics, the Bealth Departmont of Boliver County amd

tha Healih DBepartment of the State of Mississippd.

We ,foc:fe

Largasnied 2

* Living quarters of the hoalth slalT ses-
baprs, dnthe all Negro vown of Mound Bayoa,
fosaded ) yoars age Uy a Negro, Isalah T.
Mon bgimary , ol governed by Mayor Boenjanin
A Airwen, ter. Cirst Begro child torn dn
e early history af Cha Do

W Sites or 20 soparate elinics Bald in yar-
bipes ssationg of [ha counby.

Ballvar Cauity, the aren dhoden For the sits o
b projech durdng the last thres years, oovers
approxisately 870 Spuare miles in the N Lo L
whction of the Swuie, amd Dorders the Bissis-
sippl lkiver. Cotton is its chiefl sgrioiltaral
product, el the ¥egra, nismerically peadosinant,
= 1ts ehjol smecs of Iobor. OF the 71,060
Bovnag ol population, 52,000, or 748, ls Kegre,

| Fitg=.
POPULATION BISTRIIETION By wack!

[ By Thowsands |
Total

Neogera

Nalive wiite
Fapalin Uoen whita

s

liper cossss of-—the U.8; 1038, Fopolatlea Yol. I amd §1E. Part 4.

We Work

The travelllng earnvan fas boon ased by the Project as the service mothod best
adapiod to make the rorml Bealth clinle sccessible Lo the groatest mmber of people
The: carnvas, comnsisting of four to six cars stich focilitatsd the transporiation of
oaipsent, medical supplles, rolrigerated biologicals, display saterials, and stall
workers, teavelled I'rom one plantation to moother according Lo o prepared §tinerary
covering varbow sections of the ommby.

Maring the period coversd by this report, e bealth omit cparatod dally, in-
elisding Sirdays, In twenty-Foir df (Ternt ared, undor & caroMLly selécted Zall of
w;iclm, dentizts, gradoste Pwrses, pablis honlih amd sociml workers, ihrogh
shosn hands passed the enorsous mimber of shareoroppdng fondlies who, for the st
part wers recediving theldr First sedical care.

Im ardor that the health mnit might reach ns many Individuals as poseible, thae
dute of the ¢linlc was scheduled for that period of late July and early Migust shich
ooinoided with the “lay-ly" or Bdle tied betsesn cobion chopplng and cottom ploking
whon shole families could avail themsolves of the climic's servioes.

The physical facilitios of the elinics varked Mrem small weather-teaten charcies
amd @chodl hidets Lo GEWGGF saLtings nder teess. Whatever Lhd sooonods Lighs en=
cmintered,  the stalf sdopied the same provedure of depart@ental lzed organizatlion
gt by separate sections for case histories, sedlcal snd dontal exesinatiens,
Ismonizations Massoraan blood testing, promatal sorvice, and peoeral thowagy.

Hope, necdloss to say, the Ligesalty  aed rosourceitilress of the stall wera
given free ploy in converting the Macklities ot hand into usable squlpmont o serve
a5 desks, Lonches, ond service tables for ateriiirzers, instrmemts, Biological s
melboal sipglies, all of shieh, to give an air of heabthfulress and w Garey o mes-
sape of alanlingss, wore drapsd in orisp, stlta 1inens matchilrg thn immacsilole wii-
Forme of the workors.

The Health sducation progros was doveloped as an integral part ol the olinie's
Nanotion s was desiened Lo establish rapport sith e patients us woll ns Lo dis-
seninate hyglone instructioes. AL the opening of each clindo, the Largh orosds in
attpiancs wore grested with a short, simpla talk on e morpess ol the work af” Lk
wnit, the valis of good health, wel the methols by shich aach intiwidaaly aven with
lindted facilites, can attain amd protect his physical well-lalng.

The interviesing section then began s tedims work of hislesy Lok ing among
fand 1les whosp conbined mosory wod kcslodm ol relevant |seints wore alpost oil.
Birth Sites, dges of children, paterwity, joricd of last 1liness, and relatsl slers
fal dn mosl inslakosd wors hazy ared mvraliabin. e vory striklng detaf] which b
tervlewing revesled snd siich agpoarsd with greal anlforally was then | Erammeridoacs  Toeel
noads of these people. Almcst without excepticn, Uw family typical aeal sas comne
broad, molasees, Dot lack, ol water.  Even asong iha Camllies LIving rear bosre,
tha monls were unbalanced and seldos contalnel grean weetablos, rrilts, or sllk.

The medicsl divisions recorded weights aml hblghts of childrn, exanired e
nasdspharyrn for Linsils sl edevolds] dxamined the heart, lieEgs, ard nisiomen, afxl
pagsid i gatbont olong G0 the {mmindeation section whara, L not previomsly |-
toetad, the shild was  lmsundized agaist smolipos ared diphtheris. In this servics,
Fpar thoosdnd dssss of dlphtheris torold mnd smallpes vaccins word sdainistend. Far
chil lifren. over teslws and siulis, a Wnsgarmsn blood List wos o part of the roetlos
exaninatiom: it the yoogmr children wens hlood tested only In oases prosenting
smploios syaptoas. For the pregent sother, in addition to the Blood Losts, bleod
progsure osdings, Byilens An e tions sl provsctive vitamins were givemn.

T services of the dental sectlon Lruslndend - simpla £ 1L IngES and exteactioes,




dantal prophylaxis. and dental Enstmeetions. Bere each chilld was allowed Lo choose
n bright colored toolh brish and o pachkape of @ntal jewder,

The elinie rocords show that approdisately AN paraars o bed ludEng Z500 el Ldran;
ware seread during the paricd o the praject,  Asssg s ohl ldren, the catstanding
midicnl Finding wos salmtel tion, affecting 115 of wes, as ovidenced ky rétanbed
heights, underseipghts, Plabdy miscles, and pallor of 1= ansd skin, &afd Wag & LP-
varigble aysprom of Focal dnfections, Founed in diseadssd tormbls wwl ademolds. (8
coursd, (e prosenvoe of those Last nased defsets of e nnso-pharyne 15 only o partial
carse of the widespresd salnutrltion, acoentustad and prodoced by dmoraece, Ty fack
of hygien, insuffickent Moo, bad hosising, ol overorowiding,

Tha zacond pavelation of the clinle waa te Felatively hig Ldndiee ofsyphilia
in the rural sectlons. OF the 18% bilood tests sade, 4T85 or 20, were positive. The
largest rusbsr, 50, appearing in the foar-plos- group, wsre aseng porsons |iving
eloasst Lo towns, which imdicates that conslderable sobEllity of popEilation sas &
factor in the spread of the disease.

s taan

smong  the othar diseosed omdi thens shich were evident amd for shi
ko bl

whE  acmbnistersd. sere varloos o types of dematitis,  fecluding polbog
eyvas, pycgenic Infections of ihe Fpdt and Legs, and pecureent solaris.

The teeatmant divizion wss dovelasd 5 e distrlbation ol dlotary sdjmois,
asch as powdersd milk and splnach conconlrate; protective ndmots as cod Liver ol
and ealehim gificonnte; malsrial prophylacties as quinine mnd atobrine, snd e ind-
tial doses in the serles of antlbisotic tresteenis provided oo sslTicient gpuanth ity to
POrmic 8t loast M consecutive Crestaonls Tor coch positlve cada.

The olservations and Findings  of e clinlc indicate thal tha selic al preErmn
to affect o correcilon of eoms of Cha most preovlent coellLions, sl Ll corsaenlra e
I

1. Edeeacion of the child szl paorent in Gowlth s by cbene.

2. Distotbserapy throigh the vitaminization of common Lo, aFul thirosgh o i-

slons for vepotable gardens, *[The lailter can b adhiieved only’ thrsagh enlisting e
cooperation of lanilopts in pemitting the s of small mmas for trock gardending. )

A, Teeatsent of syphilis with a carefial Fol low-ap system Lo bmsore ropulardty
angl contimd Ly,

1. Corrgction of U aso-pharyneoal defects thecigh  the resaval of discased
toneils arel sdencids, as well oS carioos =i, { Thils risprires surgical Cacllichies
whlch are sxtromely Qimieed in the county.}

Thess piuses of reventive sedioline, AT proporly piasmeed and adsindsterdd, winilisd
make A most erfective long=range confribabion Lo tha haralth nessds G tho plantation

e L L 20w -
FEnLs Dapothy Beilding Farabee, .0,

This amiling YoULR AndEs To ApErociates the facy thag & blood sEamine bloa
Elve hia & BDefter chance Lo malotaln the stalwart, splemdid body he

fertunhtd sECUEE L poAREad .

CTY
18

|

TEe; porTable
the wWhale area.
unlverssl ma

o

destal upit previded ‘one of  Lhe services most nosded for
Dooayed and deca¥lng teeth warea & ochlef sodroe -of tha
zutrlitlon &nd underwelzht which we enoountered.




drapad tables Lo Focsli¥d LhHAL

whita oAt mnad
differsnce between 21T

Mor all of the Foungatera in these groups recelved cthelr injec

the asrious oals of the 1igcle girl shown ™1tk T
them are s&fer now bBacduss they have reoslved medicdl
Traveling Cllale.

T -



Foms of -thess chil&rss, secording to cllo
the. protest

o
BACION This ¥ear sbBowed ENGR To Do Im eXcellent

6fi, the Eight wers portected last Fear., &L Lhe age ol sllX
Jipcheariae S amd saallpez By Loxclds apd TRCcimes provided
Alphs Exppa-&ipha- Mesich Qiimie. They & Supplied, Iin
m. Wi cod " iiver 811, EplAAEh LONEADErALE. 31?9:5”:: milk.

air on Ehe iefc wers lmoculatesd this Fear and given & sisiiar supply
eEecLiv¥e TIiCanins.

&8l hiacory, had ever received
fElon, Undsrwsight. &pathy &nd

i
s ¥1ESMI=s  or serd. . HElawur
pEysical wanknesd ATe obviocus.

The  cRild &= Ehe right. AlThoEgh (WO Faars old, Bas Eever beem able Lo
L

ALAEd

AEOH®.

-1 8 1 |

ing Clinle ware varlous. & Somatimas
duBlcus AR ind mporedic sEede
F =gre TeF cliTEdaatancen,
1 T boildings sfferded By che EoERUpiLl
The Dupcan Caster Negro Sohool, 1o which over oné thousand peopls warp
sarved, afforded an sxecsllent 4iks Ffor the olinle.

B e

Almosr: every school cklid has heard of the slgonlficknl Tole pliyed L&
%JLHH. oonoRy=~Indeed, Amsrichn history-=bty the cotion gla. Pleturad
hers 38 one of Ehe Elmple wWaod B house Che glanlng ap=
parstup Eh&L Fevolutienised CE and She lives oI Thems=
snds of CRmilien like EHe liccle group shown 1o che plotars akave. of
the hundreds of Eends needed in Lhe growlng, Plcking snd logding proced=
%, DpLY¥ & few ars reguired adfier Ehe wagosa have brought ‘Kiog Cofton
o Cha  gla-

Judged by the standard most widely sccepted. Chese are conmldered very

good houges: - “"Chey donft lesk, &0d ENAY . EoL screens.®  oOmly GChe Rors
providene gdy familiea ‘who did- & Ligtle more Ehéd ' VEFEEKE 4vanl,
poageds Homes of CRERs CFOeB.




argen Blosd Laatlag of
cugh CLRe cooperari
County Health Page
af one of She Furel churches

We Clserve

& idkion o affords & sUely in eonlrast bolesen Tenrmsses ol
Mississippl as  widwed Stata | «  Tennessee's Molds of lorge-loafed tos
T arits, mironting n the dists oo olve mny bo Mississippd's ssa)lsDealed
cotion plants prowing 10 noal rowd thal sosm W oxbend o InfinEvy,  These sosdest,
el 11LELe ddark proe s, arrayisd in such precise and onderly Fashlon are so
aady ks o the e King Cotton, that tyrannical sovereign of the Deap Soath,
lopl of Lis  ocorom o spiritnal Iife, creastor of chsod amd despair in the lives
of millions of wretched hosan telngs. It bs difTicalt w regard dispassionatsly and
olif ot dvely this setking of symeirically gromed Cields snd lovely old Southem man-
slong, Tor e plotnre s soreed by omimeronss wnad ghibly, dllapidated cabine shilch mal
iy do violence Lo Uhe assthetle sénea, DOT arpise & Bitlor indignation against the
injustices they reprosent. Indood, s view of besuly  is distorted by snoapprecin-
tion of the besie’ signdfiomes of the Dives ofF King Cotton's subjests, Foar Uwess
Aipnal IiEele cabdps s ceoipied by thoese shoss arkiois wil, oxtemiing From "sun
By sap™—oar, b5 o0 parson phrased it, Feom "can b0 cam =—auwoons g throughdant
mOst of the year, supporis the lelsure amd coefort sithin the spackoms and wall-
gl o e - mans 1o,

The typdenl plantation cabin is an . nbed, wEather-bealon SLAICLIRS Commlat—
ing of ona to foaur rooss, =it no batheoos or plesbdng feellities of sy Kind, the
doprs angd wingloms ansereersd, and the Bare wooden walls plastered with mesdpgaors.,
Thara 18 ususlly a privy oot far Ceow o tho Boiss, sest 1lkely quite insand tary, 1#at
many Momilios mst “po to the woods . flie i mawd i g & cabin which has D prdps
pad wp b oA pole oF two on the side Lowmed shich L iy 0o sag, but i1 the
rool does not loak, 1t i consde o "pood” house. & flamily =ill wall s
that thay lave “no foroltoes bt wuiple of bods - whd soms plooed GF daala™, and
that thess misl b sowed aboob every Lise L8 ra

The family may consist olas many as elght o wolve persoms -sothor asd Mathar,
six o ten childeen, and (ossibly ne or teo prawdparents.  Somstises, oo, there is
the haisband aF wile of cow of the older childpon, =l b= the of fepring of Use
yoEg conipla o of &an nesd young 8o ther, sho
may in Some instances be only - thirtean or Four=
L yoars old, The Pead of a fasily of Cealve
is Dikely to 1 it & Mamily of ning or G,
This st Flral paezles the  intereiower antdl it
Iz Fenlized that the lardostssr, whis b @peaks
el thd ®lie 6 e tenant Maally, didrépanis the
ehil i w0 afe oo young o by oof economlic
valus fo him; comsequenitly the tenanthas formed
thir habit of doing 1 ikewiss,

AL meslsirs of the Casmily, with the ex-
coption of those physically disabbed ond those
uk have FoL Fet o sl thok Fipe age of Tive
or gix, work in the Clelds,.  ering o part of
tha schoel year, shich in differet losal | ties
in length (rom teo Lo =ix months; 1t is
imposailile tosomd th chil Bdman Lo sohionl,
wl ther becaee they are mesedod In the Chelds,
licmiss tha, Lnclésont woalber makas 10 impsos-
slblp for thes to traap the several miles” dis=
Lo Ba aehonl, or becmisd thay lack adéquata
elothing awl shoss. In fwet, they say §ave no
whoes at all, aml & child cammot go long dis-
Laeeis borefool ln ool weailer: kEence ho st
malt wnkll the cotton oerop is gatheped' ard
ol usnnl ly after Christess, when  therd Bay
possibly b "a Mow bits® to spare o buy hin &
pair ol shoes,




The sechosl is usually & one-rode soodén Strucfure equipped with orude, home-asde
bemchis, heated by s wood-tarning &tove located near the rear door, end tasght by a
poorly paid teacher. The sase bl lding servs a3 & church on Sundays and as & com-
mani ty center on other special occasions. Childron of all grades and all ages - oven
yomng people in thelr late “teans® - recelve o this one roos all the formal education
thet most of ihew can over hops o bave - & meager snd ineffictent tralning in the
thrae R's: many of thea do mot resch the grades in which & Hitle geograghy and his=
tory are tasght, Thale téachars seepive such mnificent salarles os 0 o 590 a
month, & typical case being What of & tsachor on ong ol the largeat plantations af
the entire South, shose salary s 00 por year (1.e., $25 menthly for & 4-month

schoal tersl.

Many of the tenani Fareers; - both Begro and shite - own atsolutely nothing of
soomcmic valioe. Some of thos have thelr own cow, e or more plps, a Qew chlckens,
& mule or two, and o few farm tools, -Sach tenants somotimes pay cash rantal for the
Jand (oomsonly S¥} or more por acee, whoreas the some lond s ko in at least o
£486 L0 hava been parchased by the owners of tho plantation, one of the largest ln
then . for 82 par acrel ] or  they may werk-"on fourth® - that 1s, ooe=loarth of
the crop [ mostly cotton, bal perhajs &lso com) pos to the ladownar in payment of
Fantal.  Some of these tenants pol Proa thair crops oo fow ndred dollars pér yéari
sl s able to maintain & standard of living & frection above the subsistence level.
Ayt the vasi nusbors mist e the landowner's work anissls and tools, and the sesds
and fartilizer provided by him. These are the share-croppers, RNy af whom Live in
the most Aspoverished amd bopeless circusstonces imaginable, oftsn on a constantly
declining level. -For the crops that these feallies proeduce throagh lonz days s
sonths of toll are not Uselr own.  The landowner takes possession of thés as so0n ks
wiey ar gathersd, stores thes away, 1C Lt soms advisable, wntll market prices ans
higher, and solls thes e ciroumstances et adventageous Lo hissell. A v i of
wend by soma  lsndoeners, when thers |8 prospect of o large and profitable crop, is
io Fird soms protest for baving thebead of the Fasily “wem In® e crap oven bolons
it b pathiared, ey Him mothing for his Family's labors except tha “fumish® they
have recoived, and hire either the same Peally or other workers Lo rhik U0 2 POp,
paying them seventy-five cents to o dollar per husdred ponds. {Thi Fasest workers
may manage to pick o Peumdpied pourds & 'day. ] This is avedded complotely the haces-
siiy of gharing the selling price of the crop =ith those sho have prodaced I, Iat
avan Lr Ui sharecpoppar retalns control of (G crop wntil A8 ds pathered, be doss
not  Enow srion. or- [er-bow mach At G5 sodd. To his 15 allotted whal ls supgoamdly
hall of he Esillng price. Fros  this amcunt; howiver, 1o dedicted the cost of for=
tilizer sapplied for the Pam, and “Mamish® nivancsd Lo the family, | Fumish® is
a repilar allowetce, chiafly or anilealy for food, fsmpnd each worth or fortnlght
for Five or six méaths of U Farslng weas, slthar 1n cash or in pods Drom Lhe
plantation store, shich of course charpes scedpoly pricos.  The amst of “fumizh®
wafles with the silze of the fesily mecelving it 't assink ol laed sorks! wed L
oonsmpent size ol orop antiolpatid; thas 1t may b oas Ditile ox %% per momth fora
funily of three, and o5 wch e 18 gr 530 for n Sasilly of mine. ) Daghestdon is aldo
sade of any obher @bt = perhaps an extra cosh [osn, with intersst, hi‘lich may Jegnlly
e charasd An Mississippl Bt-20E] bat say with Inpeilly be ayen 10 For Ahe owrer
aloes has recopds of thess transsctions. and 1t is useless or v dangerous Lo diss
piste his @ tatgment of i amint | oeed.

mhitéver romins - 17 anything = after all, depls nowey bien diphicied Tros e
sharecroppar' s sb[p05el hol B ool the procesis. of e erop, b3 U only oash of his
o bt Ba w1l see mtll @ year iater = thal 13, aftar the noxt Chrisisas. YWany b
Teatly s told wab 1t ks " fusl broke avan® (1.0, has coverel 165 deld Dol carmssd
o Encome An sucoss of that aseunt ) or kos failod by a Fow dollars or possibly by a
sonsiderble auamt, Lo ropay 1os debt, Theis o (umily: thae had prodeesd thiely=teo
palos  of cotton mecelyed only $0.89 in ossh; mother produted twolve balos and mos
tald aftar settlement that 1t still omsi g4y a thipd Camily producsd m:-t;;lhm
Lalos, was al lowsd 53 “fumnisk®, naod Fecoived not o ol o of income - and is Il;
site of the fsct hat sach bale consisis af Tive lumdrsd to six hundred poads o
the fiber, (rom shich the soods {and thesn havie Al Elamnd soemEary valie ] havie boan
romoveds: thes o selling price of ouly sgven oS EF poigd [wnbch is extresaly low,

.]#2.‘._'-...“,- [T cents being miTe Jikely ) would bring a sinisan of &5 for sech of
Uioie LorLy-thiee pales. Bul tho saprens insalt ses that done an elderly onan whose
Fami by Fadsed fen buled and received $72 “Tumiish®, and who wes glven §n seltloeent
smotly “ten lits® | teeniy-Tive contsl.

And 8o the vicloes clrcle bepins - deapsr and despsr delit esch yoar. Many Fam=
Liies, or somo of thedr mbalt pesbers, nre forcmd to tecoms day - laborors, working
for wages of Tty conis B3 a dollar por day, or slightly more during e Sollon-
pleking season; amnd striving Lo sapplement this moaper seasonnl Income throsgh some
otbar Benns. ®e  learesi of a wommn who @5 eeploysd as & cook inoa howe where she
mst be on the jababout nine hours every Jday in e weok, and B3 pald the incratible
wnges:of 170 par wook - exactly tsonly=Cive contd per day 1D Another woman does
Linmedry work . ab o dollar jor Wmdle. A Fow men Cind work sl Uhe cotion gins or oil
aills, oF are emplayel as plantacion caorponters, blackssitha, ete., at one dollar
por doy.  FLILirg stations and guibilic romi work give esploymnt £5 & Péw others ot

perhaps 59 por weck.

A thers King Cotton continues lils ssay! His Inslstonco on

refsing Lo allow any cosiderable jart of yﬂm- land Wy bé umed m";ﬂmﬂ;:{::-n;
O crops that may peefnps be. loss oasdly stored and bess readily sold - this moans
ol galy that the fertility of the soll 1= bedng gracusally deploted, sed that the
¥leld jor acre is ssaller than would be tee case L0 crop rotallon wers jractiosd
with Lis- sop beans, peas, or other logpmes enriching the soll, or 4 ﬁF“M o m.;
barel wore ol losded to Lie Fallow Mor & season in ofder Lo biecroease thedr produs tivity
thit Follosing year., It seas also that such sections of the lad as are |;ju-|u.¢| in
com - the staple grofn. orop — désand o rental of about $100 par scre,  amd that Ry
i famlly of lareors hes noparden plot or graciog land at all,. Tow {ronic is this
sitmtion: i shich poople who =speosd Uselre entire Jives =0 olose o the sofl that
Wiy Tow ] Wonselves o veridable part of it have o opporuenlly o nallt Ceoel e
Imclision In thalr dist of tho various foeods that ooulid 5o oasily be prodaced. large
il ol them misl exist ohoa diet coaplétaly Iboking in frésh vwopetablos, eees,
and  Pewpismciy even I milk Por dndfants ad yeoeng ol ldren.  Cosseeguently , Bho o=
rictemcy diaaases, s os salnutel Uon, pellngra, ricksis, and scurvy am everyshers
rompant, ared Uhe death Fale I8 #ven higher Umn the ‘Gther hard condi thons oft Living
wivild comme §t to be,

Tiee meipiils of thess (eople nre tresendess. The sork of the Tenant Farsers' Union
Im wimy parts of |the Scalh has  been dicldodly orfective in lesding the viotiss -
Nogro amd while = of this Bost ¥icloe systea to il ime the great valee of coapemn-
tive effort in- arekving for dsproved omditions of Livieg sed of work, - fag the
labor Bovosnnt lins af yob maie 11tils headsay among ise farmers of mortharn Missis=
sippl. The alteapis of the Foderal Govémment Lo brimg assistance theoigh the opsre-
tlems af the redsttlesent projects of Ush Fars Sscurlty Adeinistration bave in o
reanbor oF coses  been  thwnried by the sschlmatiors of local Pedersl officlals. e
womiders how mich bomper Uk prosont’ siate of affdirs will be eolorated.

~—Walva L. Price

W‘ R ecomm Iﬂtf

Alptm hﬂ-P!'l Alpiha will Morlsit & Eriak l.!.'lill‘lli'l“r.!' Lo enLribILy Lowand & levat=
lmg tlee status of the Begro and siondog s his eightful place in the [(emocracy i
tee Sorerity fmils to Follos wp s aeld Bl progens 1t B b Elated Ehroach Lis
Ibemlth Coanitior 1y ostablishing e Hoalth Project as  the MAIOR FIELD in which it
will work, While the local chapters centises thelr progross of edecation, socisl
sorviee, schiolarships, and sieifar sctivitios, the Ko tional (rgsnioation cah, with-
oIt AFLFRELInE Ny say Srom this arvivitie, devole itsell to g glpentio work
with whieh Lt has becoms nabiona]ly Llentd Fied=—that of eobirilaiting saterially to
e “recmimiction of U Negro Soaoath.
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