
The Social Dimension. 
of Christian issions 
in the Middle East 

Historical Studies of the 19th and 20th Centuries 

Edited by Norbert Friedrich / 

Uwe Kaminsky / Roland Loffler 

Franz Steiner Verlag Stuttgart 2010 



e 
,. -, 
: iiber 

zen 
ibar. 
~k, 
,wie 

n. 

Papier 

CONTENTS 

Preface ..................................................................................................................... 7 

Roland Loffler 
Framing the social dimension ofthe German Protestant mission 
to Palestine. Methodological and theoretical remarks ............................... 11 

Heleen Murre-van den Berg 
The study of west em missions in the Middle East (1820-1920): 
an annotated bibliography .......................................................................... 35 

Dominique Trimbur 
The Catholic Church in the concepts of French and German foreign 
cultural policies in the Middle East. From the end of the 19th century 
up to 1945 ................................................................................................... 55 

Charlotte van der Lees! 
Educational principles and activities in the schools run by 
Bishop Gobat and the CMS in Palestine (1846-1879) ............................. 67 

Haim Goren 
School- and mission-conceptions of the German Catholics 
in Palestine until the First World War ........................................................ 87 

Ruth KarklShlomit Langboim 
Missions and identity formation among the peoples of Palestine: 
the case of the Jewish population ............................................................. 1 0 1 

Barbara Haider-Wilson 
The Catholic Jerusalem milieu of the Habsburg Monarchy 
and its contribution to the mission in the Holy Land ............................... 121 



6 Contents 

Yaron Perry 
Medical treatment as a missionary instrument and its social 
consequences. Aspects of the work by the London Jews Society 
in Palestine up to 1914 ............................................................................. 147 

Michael Marten 
The theology and practice of Scottish medical missions: 
the study of missions in Palestine through a postcoloniallens ................ 155 

Jakob Eisler 
German Mission-Propaganda-Movies in Palestine: 
how to do missionary fundraising and motivate donors .......................... 179 

Christine Pschichholz 
Considerations ofthe correlations between social welfare, 
missionary activities and foreign policy: German Protestant 
communities in Istanbul and Izmir and the diaspora care ........................ 191 

Gerhard Gronauer 
Attitudes in West German Protestantism towards the state 
of Israel 1948-1967 .......... ~ ........................................................................ 205 

Uwe Kaminsky 
The reconstruction of German Protestant institutions 
after the Second World War - the "Palaestinawerk" ............................... 231 

Index ..................................................................................................................... 245 

List of authors ...................................................................................................... 249 

In reCf 

nomen 
In addi 

Hi 
proces: 
tories ( 
ry acti 
the so( 
analys: 
values~ 

quentl: 
Tb 

ferencl 
of cuI 
Orient' 
still ar, . 

Jews a 
by the 
toman 
produc 
chang~ 

experil 
AE 

Romar 
revive( 

In 
Russia 
theine 

Nt 
domn 
convel 

In 
freque 
region 
social 
book~ 
ator oi 



se -
ion
mlts 
and 
n of 

ysis. 
es -
~ the 
ision 
1S of 
. Jer-

THE STUDY OF WESTERN MISSIONS 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST (1820-1920): 
AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Heleen Murre-van den Berg 

Nothing illuminates the puzzles of modernity as effectively 
as cross-cultural studies of colonial encounters. 1 

INTRODUCTION 

The study of Christian missions in the Middle East has proved a fruitful and excit
ing field of research: whether it is ongoing tensions between the rival faiths of Is
lam and Christianity, Christianity's uneasy relationship with Judaism, the influ
ence of modernity on so-called traditional societies, the intrigues of colonialism, 
or the Christian fascination with the Holy Land: for any of these and many other 
reasons. The last fifteen years in particular have seen a significant increase in pub
lications, and although this may be attributed partly to the rising number of aca
demic publications in general, it also suggests that the themes connected to this 
field have lost nothing of their interest to modem scholarship. 

In the first half of this paper, I present a brief discussion of major publications 
on this subject, a list of which forms the second part of this article. 2 In my discus
sion and list, I have included monographs and (conference) volumes dedicated to 
the study of the history of missions in the Middle East, focusing on the research of 
the last fifty years. In addition, some volumes partly devoted to this theme are in
cluded as well as a small selection of single articles that cover themes not found in 
other studies and provide bibliographical references otherwise absent. Editions of 
primary sources have not been included. 3 

From Dipesh Chalaabarty's praise of a study of Dutch missionary encounters in Indonesia: Webb 
Keane, Christian Modems: Freedom and Fetish in the Mission Encounter, Berkeley, 2007. 
I thank those who contributed to the recent volumes edited by M. Tamcke and M. Marten 
(2006) and myself (2006), as well as the participants to the conference to which the present 
volume testifies. These colleagues have greatly enhanced my understanding of the develop
ments in the field and in that way contributed to tIlis article. Inevitably, I have overlooked 
some important publications and I hope tile authors will accept my apologies. 
Sources for Roman Catholic missions have been edited in connection to the history of orders 
and congregations, compare, e.g, G. Golubovich, Biblioteca bio-bibliogrqfica della Terra 
Santa e dell 'Oriente Francescano, Quaracchi, 1906ff. On tile Protestant side, one might men
tion K. SalibiN. Khoury (eds.), The Missionary Herald. Reportsjrom Northern Iraq, 1833-
1870, Amman-Beirut, 1997. 
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History as the defining methodology for the study of this period has been 
taken in as broad an interpretation as possible, reflecting the various backgrounds 
of scholars interested in this field. Methodological and thematic influences vary 
from the fields of anthropology, sociology, religious studies, theology, history of 
literature and literary criticism to geography and biblical studies. 4 The "Middle 
East," with all the ambiguities that this term implies, is taken in this article as cov
ering most of the Ottoman Empire of the mid-nineteenth century (including Egypt 
but not Greece and the Balkans), as well as the Persian Empire. 

This paper is limited to studies that concern missions between 1820 and 1920: 
earlier Roman Catholic missions to the region constitute an independent field that 
deserves separate treatment, as do the missions of the twentieth century. For this 
reason neither of these periods have been included. 5 Secondly, Russian Orthodox 
missions, of major importance in nineteenth-century Middle East, are referred to 
only in so far as major studies in English or French have come to my attention. In 
general, the focus is on American, British and German missions, with more atten
tion to Protestant than to Roman Catholic missions. 6 One should note that only 
studies in English, French and German have been included, which leaves the con
tribution of those historians in the Middle East who write in Hebrew, Arabic, 
Turkish or Persian, unaccounted for.? The overview is organized chronologically 
and subdivided into four, increasingly short, periods, the boundaries of which 
more or less coincide with certain thematic trends: 1870-1960, 1961-1985, 1986-

4 For a general introduction to the writing of mission history and its pre-nineteenth-century 
roots, see Moritz and Ustorfin Van der Heyden (1996), as well as H.G. Frohnes/H.-W. Gen
sichenlG. Kretschmar (eds.), Kirchengeschichte als Missionsgeschichte, Miinchen, 1974-
1978 vol. 1, ix-xc, and J. A.B. Jongeneel, Philosophy, Science, and Theology of Mission in 
the 19th and 20th Centuries: a Missiological Encyclopedia, FrankfurtlMain, 1995. These 
three publications consider mission history in its relationship to what is often called "Church" 
history (rather than "History of Christianity"), in addition to which Jongeneel presents a basic 
bibliography on general mission history in Protestant and Roman Catholic circles. On missi
on history in relation to Middle Eastern studies, see Sharkey, 2005. On the recent bibliogra
phy of mission studies, including limited numbers of references to Middle Eastern missions, 
see N.E. Thomas, 1nternational Mission Bibliography, 1960-2000, Lanham, 2003. 

5 For two major overview works on the earlier periods of Roman Catholic missions, including 
many further references, compare J. Richard, La papaute et les mission a'orient au moyen age 
(XIIle-XVe siecles), Rome, 21998; B. Heyberger, Les chretiens du Proche Orient au temps de 
la reforme catholique, Rome, 1994. The missions of the Mandate period are sometimes taken 
into ac~ount in studies that address the late nineteenth-century. This period fully warrants the 
separate treatment that seems to be rapidly developing in the last few years. Missions of the se
cond half of the twentieth century have so far hardly attracted scholarly attention. 

6 This one-sidedness is partly due to my own background in research on nineteenth-century 
Protestant missions, but also to the different tracks Roman Catholic historiography took: on 
the one side a focus on the history of congregations and orders, on the other establishment 
and further development of the Roman Catholic Church abroad. In both cases, mission histo
ry as a separate field of study is less likely to develop. 

7 For an introduction to studies of missions by Arabic-writing Muslims, see Sharkey, 2005. 
Many of these Arabic authors see close connections between Western colonialism and Wes
tern missions, and polemically focus on the negative aspects of missions on Islamic societies. 
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1995, and 1996-2006. The bibliography follows this chronological order, listing 
authors alphabetically per year.s 

EARLY BEGINNINGS OF MISSIONARY HISTORIOGRAPHY (1870-1960) 

Research on Middle Eastern missions seems to have started in the early decades of 
the nineteenth century. The works of both Jowett (1825) and Smith & Dwight 
(1833) carry the catchword Missionary Researches in their titles. However, as in the 
eighteenth-century Lettres Edifiantes of the Jesuits, the reflection offered in these 
works was not so much on missions as on the subjects and circumstances of mis
sions, thus resembling ethnography, history, and geography rather than mission 
studies. What could be called proper mission history started in the second half of the 
nineteenth century, when Rufus Anderson, mission administrator of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions9 started to collect and retell the story 
of the missions of the preceding fifty years (Anderson 1872), basing himself on the 
reports of the missionaries in the fields. His example was followed by many others, 
and the overviews by Stock (1899) of the Church Missionary Society (CMS), Speer 
(1901) of the American Presbyterian Missions, Gidney (1908) of the London Jews 
Society, Robbelen (1909) of American and German Lutheran work, and Strong 
(1910) of the American Board. Despite their explicit organizational and denomina
tional agendas, these reports are useful introductions to the activities of these organ
izations in the Middle East. In the post-war years, studies into single missionary or
ganizations remained popular, leading, among others, to another overview of Pres
byterian mission work (Brown 1936), much of it in the Middle East, and of that of 
the Reformed Churches in America in Arabia (Mason 1926). 

Another effort at gaining insight in the larger trends of missionary activities of 
the nineteenth century is reflected in the genre of missionary atlases that were 
"'~"'UU'''<iU for the German-speaking world, by Catholic and Protestant authors. AI

none of these atlases are devoted solely to missions in the Middle East, 
. they are important in presenting overviews of the geographical extension of mis
. sion work, including the early work of Grundemann in 1867 and the work of all 
Protestant organizations together and the locations of Roman Catholic mission 
stations. Many Catholic atlases were also produced e.g., by Werner in 1885 and 
Streit in 1906. 

In this same period, the Catholic missions began to find their own histori
of which Michel (1896) provides the first overview of missions in the 

East, taking into account the variety of orders and congregations that 
in the Middle East, a work later expanded by Uibeck (1917) and Arens 
Also the single orders and congregations working in the Middle East 

to be described in detail, a process in which the Revue d'histoire des mis-

The original draft of this overview was written early 2007; a few major publications that were 
published since have been included. 
This is usually abbreviated to ABCFM or American Board 
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sions from 1924 onwards played a crucial role. This journal published the import
ant overview by Chatelet (1933-1939) of the Lazarist mission in Persia. 

The first decades of the twentieth century saw the emergence of the first 
chairs of missiology, and historical mission studies were part of the range of top
ics that were taken on. The German scholar Julius Richter, who occupied the chair 
ofmissiology at Berlin University, was one of the first to be truly interested in the 
Middle Eastern developments. His interest was born out of his expectation of the 
imminent downfall of Islam coupled with a genuine interest in Anglo-Saxon as 
well as European missions. His work resulted in two overviews, published in 1910 
and 1930, in which for the first time, all Protestant endeavors in the Middle East 
were brought together. 

It was the American scholar Kenneth Scott Latourette who first attempted to 
present an integral picture of Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox missionary work. 
His seven-volume work on the expansion of Christianity, from the earliest period 
to the contemporary period, documents what in his opinion was the unstoppable 
growth and expansion of Christianity, taking into account both organized and 
'spontaneous' forms of numerical growth. The sections devoted to the Middle 
East are a starting point for further research, not only because Latourette's organ
isation and presentation of the various missionary projects, but because, more than 
those preceding him, he was able to place these missions within political and eco
nomic contexts. Both Richter and Latourette, however, were largely dependent on 
the published overviews produced by the missionaries themselves, which not only 
tend to gloss over differences and conflicts within the missions, but also have little 
regard for the view points of local recipients of the missions. 

THE EMERGENCE OF INDEPENDENT 
MISSIONARY HISTORlOGRAPHY (1961-1985) 

In the 1960s, a number of major studies on missions were published that radically 
differ from earlier works. Latter works were usually written by former missionar
ies and missionary administrators who were directly or indirectly involved in the 
missionary movement. Although some works continued this earlier tradition, like 
Schmidt-Clausen's study in 1965 and Hanselmann' s in 1971, which detailed Ger
man and British activities in the Holy Land, many works of this period took a dif
ferent approach. Scholars with rather different backgrounds began to join the 
ranks of the student missionaries, and it is in this period that close connections ex
isted between missions and the colonial venture. 

The groundbreaking studies of Tibawi on British (1961) and American (1966) 
mission work in Palestine and Syria are the most well known and widely used ex
amples of this trend. Tibawi was the first to make extensive use of not only mis
sionary archival sources but also of those of a political nature. The latter included 
those of the British Foreign Office and the relevant parts of Ottoman archives. In 
the same period, he emerged as a strong critic of English Oriental ism, especially 
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n its representations of Islam.1O His work on the missionary enterprises in Syria 
;md Palestine, however is still very much part of traditional historical scholarship, 
with its strong emphasis on methodological objectivity and institutional interests. 

Another author who made use of similar archival materials is Joseph, whose 
work described the variety of mission work among the Assyrian community in 
bJSthwestern Iran (1961, 2000) and pays much attention to the larger political 
~ntext. Joseph's second book (1983), on the Syrian Orthodox communities (the 

) of Turkey and Syria, again focused on the political aspects of the reli-
encounter. Similar themes appear in Stavrou's (1963) and Hopwood's 
monographs on Russian interests in Syria and Palestine and, slightly later, 

work on European, especially French involvement in the Middle East 
1979). 

Towards the end of this period, Carmel (1981) and Sinno (1982) published on 
German religious activities in Palestine. In many of these volumes, the educa

work of the missionaries is analysed in much detail, not only because the 
usually provide ample information on schools and students, but also be

the educational efforts of the missionaries implicitly or explicitly are seen as 
venues for cultural and political influence. In this period, Israeli histori

like Carmel began to recognize the importance of Christian missionary efforts 
understanding the fundamental changes that occurred in nineteenth-century 

(;;.The study of the American missions in the Middle East perhaps shows the 
variety in perspectives. Kawerau (1958) focuses on the religious en
between the missionaries and Eastern Christians through education and 
programs, themes taken up later by Lindsay (1965), Khoury (1966), 

(1979), Stone (1984) and Coakley (1985). Finnie (1967) and Grabill 
), perhaps, saw the importance of earlier American missions by trying to un

the American cultural and religious awareness of the Middle East per-
'~u ... u. ... <u",u by similar developments in their own times. In addition, the 1960s 

saw a growing interest in the American Board as a missionary organiz
many studies pay some attention to the specific issues of the Middle 
as those done by Phillips (1969) and Perry (1974). 

in research was made with the study of missions as part of the emer
transforming Middle Eastern Churches (Lyko 1964, Chopourian 1972, 

1973), an approach that, in the early part ofthe 20th century, had been 
by Arpee (1909). Less attention was paid to the study of missions direc

Muslims, the only known scholarly undertaking was that by Vander Werff 
This work, while pioneering, cannot be taken as an entirely scholastic 

·since it was written with a personal missionary bias. 

"English-speaking Orientalists," Islamic Quarterly 8,1-4,1964,25-45,73-88, 
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NEW DEBATES (1986-1995) 

In the 1980s and early 1990s, a number of thematic approaches were introduced 
that until today have dominated the debates on Christian missions in the Middle 
East. To some extent, these were influenced by scholarly discussions that fol
lowed the publication of Said's Orientalism in 1979, but somewhat surprisingly 
the impact of post-colonial studies was slow to emerge. Two important themes 
that emerged in these years were, ftrst, a growing interest in the missionary contri
bution to the history of Palestine/Israel, and, second, that of the wider religious 
pre-occupations of Germans, British and Americans with the Holy Land that mo
tivated mission work as well as travel (whether seen as pilgrimage or as tourism) 
and colonial interests. 

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, Israeli scholars Yehoshua Ben-Arieh and 
Alex Carmellaid the foundation for a series of publications by Israeli and German 
scholars that used missionary sources, archives as well as physical remains such 
as buildings, to study the history of nineteenth-century Palestine. Other important 
publications were Ben-Arieh (1986), the volume edited by Kark (1989), and the 
study into the Jerusalems-Verein by Foerster (1991). These historians thereby also 
explicitly intended to correct traditionalist Jewish historiography that narrowly fo
cused on Jewish settlements in this early period. 

A similar venture was initiated in the field of American-Holy Land studies by 
Moshe Davis, with his series With Eyes toward Zion, of which the ftrst volume 
was published in 1977. Further volumes were edited together with Ben-Arieh (11: 
1986, III: 1991, IV: 1995) and many of these include articles relevant for mission 
studies. The theme of American geopiety was further developed by Vogel (1993) 
and Greenberg (1994). 

Another important theme is that of the religious encounter between the mis
sionaries and the Middle Eastern populations. A few important works on this are 
the unpublished Ph.D.-thesis of Badr (1992) on the American missions in Beirut, 
Coakley's monograph (1992) on the Anglican mission among the Assyrians, and 
numerous articles by Tamcke (among others: 1993, 1994, 1995) on the Lutheran 
missions in Persia and the Caucasus. All of these pay detailed attention to the dis
cussions that arose from the encounter between various types of Protestant mis
sionaries with local orthodox Christians. From a local perspective there is Raheb's 
(1990) description of the emergence of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 
Jordan, whereas Cracknell's study (1995) discusses the contributions of mission
aries to the Western debates on inter-religious dialogue. 

This decade also saw the emergence of themes that would grow to fruition 
within the next decade. The ftrst of these is the study of the tension between con
versionist and civil aspects of the missions, especially those of the American 
Board. The general outlines of the debate were set by Hutchison (1987), whereas 
Merguerian (1990, 1992) applied the theme to the Armenian missions in Anatolia. 

The beginnings of gender-based analyses of mission history can also be traced 
to this decade, one of the earliest being Hill (1985) on American missionary wo
men, whereas the theme of women and missions was put on the agenda by the 
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"Volume edited by Bowie, Kirkwood and Ardener (1993). None of the contribu
tions to that volume cover missions in the Middle East, but Merguerian (1990) 
testifies that the subject had been taken up in the study of Middle-Eastern mis
sions. Melman's work (1992) focused on British women in the Middle East and 
explicitly connected a gendered analysis with the Orientalism-debate. 

THE YEARS 1996-2006 

The last decade has again seen a significant rise in numbers of publications, because 
of an increasing number of collective volumes devoted to themes connected to mis
sions in the Middle East. This increase perhaps can be attributed to a new awareness 
of the importance of Middle-Eastern and Christian-Muslim affairs after September 
11th 2001, but also coincides with mounting numbers of academic publications in 
general. Most of these recent volumes were borne out of academic conferences, of 
which at least ten were focused almost completely on aspects of the missions in the 
Middle East. 11 These conference volumes suggest the subject has grown into a ma
ture field and the number of interactions between the scholars in the field has 
greatly increased. More importantly, they show that researchers from different 
scholarly traditions increasingly make use of each other's work and insights. Now, 
more than in previous periods, American, European and Middle Eastern traditions 

 of scholarship are combined, as are Protestant and Roman-Catholic traditions - the 
nineteenth-century confessional and East-West distinctions having been matched for 
too long by separate twentieth-century scholarly traditions. 

Despite the wide variety in topics that are discussed, the editors of these 
volumes and the authors of the articles share the conviction that the nineteenth
and early twentieth-century missionary activities are important topics of study for 
many reasons. According to these scholars, its relevance far transcends the object
ives of the older mission studies that found its readers mostly among those with 
interest in Christian missions. 12 

The first of these reasons is that present-day discussions on the issue of mod
ernity in the Middle East cannot ignore the missionary contribution. To what ex
tent missions, and especially missionary educators, contributed to the introduction 
and translation of Middle Eastern modernity is a theme found in many publica
tions from the last ten years. A strong example of this is the discussions about the 
missionary contribution to the changes in gender relations, one of the most excit
ing fields of the last years that also contributed significantly to gender studies in 
the Middle East in general. Important publications are those ofPorterfield (1997), 
Abu-Lughod (1998), the collective issue of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations 

Ben-Arieh 1997, Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations 1998, Coakley 1998, Aaronsohn 
2001, Nothnagle 2001, Doumato 2002, Feldtkeller 2003, Trimbur 2004, Tamcke 2006, Mur
re-van den Berg 2006 
On research in this period, compare also the overview in Sharkey, 2005, 53ff.; she reaches si
milar conclusions, especially in connection to the themes ofmodemity and imperial entangle
ments of missions. 
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(1998), Felgentreff on the Kaiserswerth deaconesses (1998), Doumato's work on 
women's religion in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf (2000), and Stockdale's on the 
missionary encounter in Palestine (2007). Other important works include the col
lective issue of Islam and Christian-Muslims Relations (Doumato 2002), Okken
haug on the contribution of Anglican missionary women on education in Palestine 
(2002), and a number of articles on wide variety of topics concerning Anglican, 
Roman-Catholic, and German and American Protestant mission work for and by 
women (Francis-Dehqani in Ward 2000, Langlois in Aaronsohn 2001, Eisler and 
Felgentreff in Nothnagle 2001, Murre-van den Berg 2005, Fleischmann in Murre
van den Berg 2006, and Jansen and Stockdale in Tamcke 2006). 

In many of these gender-oriented studies, discussions of the social, medical 
and educational institutions occupy a key role. Work on these subjects has been 
considerably refined since the early works of Tibawi, in a range of articles by 
Neubert-Preine (Nothnagle 2001, Goren 2003), LOffler (Trimbur 2004, Murre-van 
den Berg 2006), Bourmaud, Kaminsky and Merguerian (Murre-van den Berg 
2006), and Kark (Tamcke 2006), as well as in recent monographs such as those by 
Verdeil (2006, cf. also Verdeil 2001) on the Jesuit missions in Syria, and by 
Marten (2006) on the Scottish Presbyterian missions in Palestine. 

The study of missionary initiatives in the field of printing and publishing has 
also developed with works by Fiey (1993), Coakley (1998), and Murre-van den 
Berg (1999). Notably, the discussion of these themes is no longer a one-way de
scription of the introduction of evangelical modernity, and takes into account 
complex relationships between missionaries, governments and local agents in the 
appropriation and transformation of aspects of the missionary message of modern
ity (Makdisi 1997 and 2008). 

Secondly, recent scholarship agrees that it is crucial to take the missionary 
presence into account when analyzing the political developments in the nine
teenth-century Middle East. Many recent publications therefore pay attention to 
political entanglement of the missions, like the monographs by Uickhoff (1998, 
cf. also Ben-Arieh 1997) on the Anglo-Prussian bishopric in Jerusalem and by 
Buffon (2005) on the Franciscans in the Holy Land, with their international con
nections and longstanding presence in the Middle East. Kieser's (2000, 2002) and 
Doumato's (2002) work on the interplay of international politics, missionary mod
ernity, rising nationalism and ethnic tensions and genocide in the Ottoman Empire 
(on this subject see also early works by Feigel 1989 and Abu Ghazaleh 1990, as 
well as Joseph 196112000, and Makdisi 2008), ties in with recent developments in 
the field of Ottoman studies, especially those on the Christian minorities. 13 Many 
articles have been published on related topics; compare the contributions in the 
volume edited by Aaronsohn and Trimbur (2001) on Europe (especially France) 
and Palestine, the Festschrift for Alex Carmel (Perry 2001), Goren's volume 
(2003) on German relations with the Middle East, Carmel and Eisler's document
ation of Wilhelm II's trip to Palestine (1999). Trimbur's later volume (2004) fo-

13 See the work by U. Makdisi, The Culture of Sectarianism: C;:ommunity. History. and Violence in 
Nineteenth-Century Ottoman Lebanon, Berkeley-London-Los Angeles, 2000 and B. Masters, 
Christians and Jews in the Ottoman Arab world. The Roots of Sectarianism. Cambridge, 200 I. 
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cuses on Europeans in the Levant between politics, science and religion and 
Teule's special issue of The Journal of Eastern Christian Studies focuses on mi
gration of Eastern Christians (2002). In all these publications, the analysis has sur
passed simple colonial or post-colonial schemes: researchers stress the intricate 
relationships between colonial powers, missionaries, local elites and imperial 
elites in Istanbul. Whether or not the missions were an essential part of the nine
teenth-century Western advance (this differs from country to country and mission 
to mission), understanding the missionary contribution is important to understand
ing, the imperial dynamics. 

Rivalry between missionary organizations, within Roman Catholic or Protestant 
llilil!'~'lt1,:s. as well as between Roman Catholic and Protestant missions, was often con

to political and national interests, as much as to the targeting of the same 
!li!1J1:SISlUlt; converts and the same possible donors. So far, no monograph has been 
.mlblishf:d on this, but this somewhat sensitive topic in an age of ecumenical efforts 
,sUrt:aC(~S in a number of articles, such as those by Neubert-Preine and Stransky 
t1;A1::rrotlsotm 2001), Buffon (Murre-van den Berg 2006), and Marten, Murre-van den 

Neubert-Preine, Van der Leest and Verdeil (Tamcke 2006). 
A third aspect of the missionary endeavor that has wider ramifications is that 

the underlying religious concepts that motivated the missionaries. Although the 
e appears to be slightly less present now than in the earlier period, scholars 
put forward many new interesting and challenging analyses of the prevailing 
of geopiety. These are of interest not only because they work to understand 

thought and practice, but also because these ideas are similar (albeit 
pronounced and explicated) to those of colonial advocates and administrat-

Davis' 1996 work focuses primarily on art, and while it is not explicitly con
with missionaries, it is the only book-length study in this decade that de
the American landscape of belief. The last volume of the series With Eyes 
Zion (Ben-Arieh 1997) includes many interesting topics, varying from the 

Land in popular Brazilian Culture (Igel) to a study of the differences 
French and British photography (Nir). The Jerusalemssehnsucht of Prot

German missionaries and settlers is given ample attention in the volume by 
Abromeit and Foerster (2001, see especially the articles by Foerster on 

as well as in the one edited by Feldtkeller and Nothnagle (2003). The 
n,u,nr;;'"'L''' initiated by Eisler (2003) richly illustrates many aspects of the 

missions in the Holy Land. Very often, geopiety, especially when con-
pilgrimage, is not far from political ramifications and the articles by Haid

on the Austrian involvement in the Middle East (Trimbur 2004), Goren 
Catholic activities (Ben-Arieh 1997), as well as those by Astafieva 

2004) and Kane (Tamcke 2006) on the Russian interplay between pil
mission and politics make this abundantly clear. Roman Catholic geopi-

S,hllstoln',cal context, focusing on the situation in Syria, is further described 
and Verdeil (Murre-van den Berg 2006). 

motivated by millennialist expectations (Ariel and Kark 1996, Geld
Kochav in Ben-Arieh 1997, Perry 2003), by forms of biblical literalism 

special significance to the geography and history of the Holy Land 
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and the wider Middle East (Murre-van den Berg 2006), or by traditions of devo
tion of the holy places (Heyberger and Verdeil, and Buffon in Murre-van den 
Berg 2006), the religious plus of the Holy Land over and above other mission 
fields (Merguerian in Murre-van den Berg 2006) formed an essential part of the 
motivation of the missionaries in the Middle East. This becomes even more im
portant when one realizes that this missionary spirituality not only influenced their 
own practices, but also informed and transformed those of many others (Marten 
2006), in the Middle East as well as at home. 

Perhaps this drive towards themes relevant to the larger academic world has 
also caused some of the more traditional missiological themes to be somewhat 
neglected. Scholarly studies focusing on the conversionist aspects of missions to 
the people of the Middle East are scarce and consist of a few articles here and 
there, especially in connection to missions among Muslims; see Tamcke (1996, 
1998), various articles in the volume edited by Doumato (2002), and by Sharkey 
(2005) and Ryad (Murre-van den Berg 2006) on the reactions of Muslims to these 
missions. The wider field of inter-religious dialogue connects with the historical 
studies of missions in the works of Cragg on CMS missions among Muslims 
(Ward 2000), O'Mahony on Muslim-Christian relations (O'Mahony 2004), and 
by George (Tamcke 2006) on William Temple Gairdner. A missionary perspect
ive is rarely brought into the study of the formation of new Protestant and Uniate 
churches, but articles by Loffler and Raheb (Feldtkeller 2003), Badr and O'Ma
hony (Murre-van den Berg 2006) and Jansen (Tamcke 2006) indicate that it is a 
fruitful area for further research. 

CONCLUSIONS 

In little over a hundred years of scholarship, the study of missions in the Middle 
East has expanded and developed more fully. In the early days, the study ofmis
sions was intimately connected with the development of a number of related 
fields: ethnology, linguistics, biblical scholarship, archeology and history of the 
Middle East. In the first half of the twentieth century, the focus was increasingly 
more on missions proper, and scholars appear to have written for an internal 
Christian and missionary-oriented readership. In the second half of the twentieth 
century, this began to change, primarily because those working in historical and 
literary fields, and later in the fields of anthropology and sociology, began to dis
cover the rich possibilities of missionary sources, at a time when theologians and 
historians of Christianity shunned the subject. Today, scholars from a variety of 
scholarly traditions, from within and outside the missionary traditions, increas
ingly work together in a quest to understand the intricacies of the colonial en
counter that took place in the Middle East and in which missionaries played a cru
cial role. 

The study of the missionary encounter in the Middle East has long been char
acterized by the triangle formed by the three interconnected themes of modernity, 
colonial politics and geopiety, be it by other names in other times. From the earli-
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pUlJll(;auun:s, starting with Anderson (1872), mission was described as a mod
project, even if various authors, including Anderson himself, were wary 

many aspects of missionary modernization. So too, the political ramifications 
missions in the non-Western world were described early on, usually (but not al

with more enthusiasm than by today's scholars. The special position of the 
Land was an obvious factor in these missions, supplying extra funds and ex

attention from the home audiences, and needs not be repeated: those writing 
missions in the Middle East have always been very much aware of it. As sug

elsewhere (GiUey 2005), these three themes can be considered the defining 
';Qhara.cteris1:ics of missions in the Middle East. Not surprisingly, these surface time 

again in scholarly studies. 
However, as indicated above, there are also some themes that precisely be

of the special characteristics of Middle Eastern missions, were popular in 
early days but have recently dis'appeared largely out of sight. This is especially 
for one theme that was important in the early phases of the writing of the his
of missions: the reactions of the local populations to the message of religious 

~bange, reactions that varied from conversions and the formation of new com
.. oM1",;1ri",,, to active opposition. It is likely the small numbers of converts led schol
 MS to neglect this subject, thereby overlooking the possibility to find more less 
M+4l";nl,'v influences than schools and hospitals. In this respect the study of the mis

in the Middle East differs considerably from that on missions in other parts 
world where the emergence of new local Christian communities is one of 

major visible results of the missionary impact and has elicited corresponding 
efforts. 

Most of the volumes that were published in the last ten years implicitly or ex
n'''''tT'''' have had comparative aims. The editors have juxtaposed contributions on 

;·,jUssIC)nS in most regions of the Middle East by a variety of Roman Catholic, Prot
and, to a limited amount, Russian Orthodox groups, and cover a period that 
from the early or mid-nineteenth century into the Mandate period. Insight-

as many of these articles and volumes are (and very much part and parcel of 
.",,,,,;UL-IUClV scholarly mores), they also show the limits of this type of scholarly 

On the one hand, it seems impossible to organize genuine comparative stud-
in this way: the collective efforts in conference volumes contribute to a certain 

of comparability and cross-reference in the field, but they have not been able 
reach a sufficiently high level of integration of the various topics on the table, 

"'''1''''''''1''111) not when the goal is to include Roman Catholic and Russian Orthodox 
:mlsslLons. 14 The considerable numbers of scholars in the field and their increasing 

gives hope that such integrative and comparative studies may not be long 
appearing as a result of collective or single-handed efforts. On the other 
the series of collective volumes also makes one appreciate the few studies 

were published by individual authors (often in connection to Ph.D. research) 
a single, coherent topic. These studies have visibly benefited from the larger 

Recent overviews in the larger works by Hock, 2005 and Moffett, 2005, although useful as 
introductions, lack sufficient insight in the pertinent issues that have dominated research on 
missions in the Middle East in order to be counted as integrative studies on this subject. 
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context supplied by the collective volumes and in this they differ fundamentally 
from the earlier denominational histories. Far from being an outdated form of re
search, such in-depth studies of a particular mission in its particular context over a 
longer period of time, contributes essential elements to further understanding of 
the larger field. 

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF RESEARCH 
ON MIDDLE EASTERN MISSIONS 

1825: W. Jowett, Christian researches in Syria and the Holy Land in 1823 and 1824, inforther
ance of the objects of the Church Missionary Society, with an appendix containing the jour
nal of Mr. Joseph Greaves, on a visit to the Regency of Tunis, London. 

1833: E. Smith, Researches of the Rev. Eli Smith and the Rev. H.G.a. Dwight in Armenia (lnclu
ding a Journey Through Asia Minor, and into Georgia and Persia with a Visit to the Nesto
rian and Chaldean Christians ofOormiah and Salmas), 2 vols., Boston. 

1867: R. Grundemann, Allgemeiner Missions-Atlas; including II Abteilung: Missionen in Asien 
(1869), Gotha 

1872: R. Anderson, History of the Missions of the American Board of Commissioners for Fo" 
reign-Missions to the Oriental Churches, 2 vols., Boston. 

1885: O. Wemer, Katholischer Missions-Atlas, Freiburg. 
1899: E. Stock, The History of the Church Missionary Society. 1ts Environment, its Men and its 

Work, 3 vols., London. 
1896: P. Michel, "Les missions latines en Orient", Revue de ['Orient chretien Ill, 112 (88-123, 

91-136,379-395, 94-119, 176-218). 
1901: R.E. Speer, Presbyterian Foreign Missions: An Account of the Foreign Missions of the 

Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., Philadelphia, 190111902. 
1906: K. Streit, Katholischer Missionsatlas, enthaltend die gesamten Missionsgebiete des 

Erdkreises, Steyl. 
1908: W.T. Gidney, The history of the London Society for promoting Christianity amongst the 

Jews, from 1809 to 1908, London. 
1909: L. Arpee, The Armenian Awakening: A History of the Armenian Church, 1820-1860, Chi

cago/ London. 
1909: K. Robbe1en, Die von den deutschen und amerikanischen Ll#heranern betriebene 

Evangelisationsarbeit in Persien, Leipzig. 
1910: J. Richter, A History of Protestant Missions in the Near East, New York; reprint New York 

1970. 
1910: W.E. Strong, The Story of the American Board: An Account of the First Hundred Years of 

the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Boston. 
1917: K. Uibeck, Die katholische Orientmission in ihrer Entwicklung dargestellt, Koln. 
1920: B. Arens, Handbuch der katholischen Missionen, Freiburg im Breisgau (2nd ed. 1925). 
1926: B. Mason/FJ.A. de Witt (eds.), History of the Arabian Mission, New York. 
1930: J. Richter, Mission und Evangelisation im Orient, Giitersloh (2nd ed.). 
1933: A. Chatelet, "La Mission Lazariste en Perse", Revue d'histoire des missions 10-16 

(1933-1939). 
1936: AJ. Brown, One Hundred Years: A History of the Foreign Missionary Work of the Presby

terian Church in the U.S.A., New York. 
1944: K.S. Latourette, A History of the Expansion of Christianity: The Great Century A.D. 1800-

A. D. 1914 in Northern Africa and Asia (vol. 6) and Advance Through Storm (vol. 7,1945), 
London. 



ltally 
,fre
ver a 
19 of 

~er

~jour-

Inclu
Vesto-

Asien 

Jr Fo~ 

md its 

8-123, 

of the 

re des 

~st the 

0, Chi-

·iebene 

"York 

~ars of 

). 

6 

~resby-

1800-
, 1945), 

The study of West em Missions in the Middle East 47 

P. Kawerau, Amerika und die orientalischen Kirchen. Ursprung und Anfang der amerikan
ischen Mission unter den Nationalkirchen Westasiens, Berlin. 

J. Joseph, The Nestorians and their Muslim Neighbors: A Study of Western Influence on 
their Relations, Princeton - see also Joseph 2000. 
A.L. Tibawi, British Interests in Palestine (1800-1901), London. 
T.G. Stavrou, Russian Interests in Palestine (1882-1914). A Study of Religious and Educa
tional Enterprise, Thessaloniki. 
D. Lyko, Griindung, Wachstum und Leben der evangelischen christlic~en Kirchen in Iran, 
Leiden. 
R.H. Lindsay, Nineteenth Century American Schools in the Levant: A Study of Purposes, 
Ann Arbor. 
K. Schmidt-Clausen, Vorweggenommene Einheit. Die Griindung des Bistums Jerusalem im 
Jahre 1841, Berlin. 
R.G. Khoury, Bibliographie raisonmie des traductions publiees au Liban a partir des 
langues etrangeres de 1840jusqu 'aux environs de 1905, These Paris. 
A.L. Tibawi, American Interests in Syria (1800-1901). A Study of Educational, Literary 
and Religious Work, Oxford. 
D.H. Finnie, Pioneers East, The Early American Experience in the Middle East, Cam
bridge, MA. 
D. Hopwood, The Russian presence in Syria and Palestine 1843-1914: Church and Poli
tics in the near East, London. 
C.J. Phillips, Protestant America and the Pagan World: The First Half Century of the Ame
rican Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (1810-1860), Cambridge, MA. 
J.N. Hajjar, L 'Europe et les destinees du Proche-Orient (1815-1848), Paris. 
J.L. Grabill, Protestant Diplomacy and the Near East: Missionary Influence on American 
Policy, 1810-1927, Minneapolis. 
S. Hanselmann, Deutsche Evangelische Paliistinamission. Handbuch ihrer Motive: 
Geschichte und Ergebnisse, Erlangen. 
G.H. Chopourian, The Armenian Evangelical Reformation: Causes and Effects, New York. 
R.E. Waterfield, Christians in Persia, London. 
A.F. Perry, "The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions and the London 
Missionary Society in the Nineteenth Century: A Study ofIdeas", Ph.D. Washington. 
M. Davis, With Eyes Toward Zion: Scholars Colloquium on America-Holy Land Studies, 
New York. 
L.L. Vander Werff, Christian Mission to Muslims: The Record, South Pasadena, CA. 
E. Said, Edward, Orientalism, New York. 
Y. Ben-Arieh, Yehoshua, The Rediscovery of the Holy Land in the Nineteenth Century, Je
rusalem. 
F.M. Hanna, An American Mission: the Role of the American University of Beirut, Boston. 
J.N. Hajjar, Le Vatican -la France et le catholicisme oriental, (1878-1914): diplomatie et 
histoire de l'eglise, Paris. 
A. Carmel, Christen als Pioniere im Heiligen Land. Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte der 
Pilgermission und des Wiederaujbaus Paliistinas im 19. Jahrhundert, Basel. 
A.-R. Sinno, Deutsche Interessen in Syrien und Paliistina 1841-1898. Aktivitiiten religioser 
Institutionen, wirtschaftliche und politische Einfliisse, Berlin. 
J. Joseph, Muslim-Christian Relations and Inter-Christian Rivalries in the Middle-East: the 
Case of the Jacobites in an Age of Transition, Albany. 
F .A. Stone, Academies for Anatolia: A Study of the Rationale, Program and Impact of the 
Educational Institutions Sponsored by the American Board in Turkey: 1830-1980, Lanham. 
J.F. Coakley, "The Archbishop of Canterbury'S Assyrian Mission Press: a Bibliography", 
Journal of Semitic Studies 30, 35-73. 



48 Heleen Murre-van den Berg 

1985: P. Hill, The World Their Household: The American Women's Foreign Mission Movement 
and Cultural Transformation: 1870-1920, Ann Arbor. 

1986: Y. Ben-Arieh, Jerusalem in the 19th Century. Emergence of the New City, Jerusalem
New York. 

1986: M. Davis, Y. Ben-Arieh (eds), With Eyes toward Zion n, Westport, CT-London. 
1986: K. Hammer, "Die christliche Jerusalemssehnsucht im 19. Jahrhundert. Der geistige und 

geschichtliche Hintergrund der Griindung Johann Ludwig Schnellers", Theologische 
Zeitschrift 42, 255-266. 

1987: W.R. Hutchison, Errand to the World: American Protestant Thought and Foreign Missions, 
Chicago. 

1989: U. Feigel, Das evangelische Deutschland und Armenien. Die Armenierhilfe deutscher 
evangelischer Christen seit dem Ende des 19. Jahrhunderts im Kontext der deutsch-tiirkischen 
Beziehungen, Gottingen. 

1989: R. Kark (ed.), The Land that became 1srael, JerusalemINew Haven; including: Shapir, S., 
"The Anglican missionary societies in Jerusalem: activities and impact", 105-119. 

1990: A. Abu Ghaza1eh, American Missions in Syria: A Study of American Missionary Contribu
tion to Nationalism in the Nineteenth Century Syria, Brattleboro. 

1990: B. J. Merguerian, "The Beginnings of Secondary Education for Armenian Women: 
The Armenian Female Seminary in Constantinople", Journal of the Society for Armenian 
Studies 5, 103-124. 

1990: M. Raheb, Das reformatorische Erbe unter den Paliistinensern. Zur Entstehung der 
Evangelisch-Lutherischen Kirche in Jordanien, Giitersloh. 

1991: M. DavisN. Ben-Arieh (eds.), With Eyes toward Zion Ill, Westport, CT-London. 
1991: F. Foerster, Mission im Heiligen Land Der Jerusalems-Verein zu Berlin 1852-1945, 

Giitersloh. 
1992: H. Badr, Mission to 'Nominal Christians:' The Policy and Practice of the American Board 

of Commissioners for Foreign Missions and its Missionaries concerning Eastern Churches 
which led to the Organization of a Protestant Church in Beirut, 1819-1848, Ph.D. Prince
ton. 

1992: J.F. Coakley, The Church of the East and the Church of England. A History of the Archbi
shop of Canterbury'S Assyrian Mission, Oxford 

1992: B. Melman, Women's Orients. English Women and the Middle East, 1718-1918. Sexuality, 
Religion and Work, Ann Arbor, 2nd ed. 1995. 

1992: BJ. Merguerian, "Saving Souls or Cultivating Minds? Missionary Crosby H. Wheeler in 
Kharpert, Turkey", Journal of the Society for Armenian Studies 6. 

1993: F. BowielD. Kirkwood/S. Ardener (eds.), Women and Missions: Past and Present. Antro
pological and Historical Perceptions, Providence-Oxford. 

1993: J.-M. Fiey, "L'Imprimerie des Dominicains de Mossoul 1860-1914", Aram Periodical 5, 
163-74. 

1993: M. Tamcke, "Die Konfessionsftage bei den 1utherischen Nestorianem". A Festschrift for 
Dr. Sebastian P. Brock, Aram 5, 521-536. 

1993: L.I. Vogel, To see a Promised Land. Americans and the Holy Land in the Nineteenth Cen
tury, Pennsylvania. 

1994: G. Greenberg, The Holy Land in American Religious Thought, 1620-1948. The Symbiosis 
of American Religious Approaches to Scripture's Sacred Territory, Lanham. 

1994: M. Tamcke, "Pera Johannes", Orientalia Christiana Analecta 247, 361-369. 
1995: K. Cracknell, Justice, courtesy and love. Theologians and missionaries encountering world 

religions, 1846-1914, London. 
1995: M. DavisN. Ben-Arieh (eds), With Eyes toward Zion lV, Westport, CT-London. 
1995: M. Tamcke, "'Eingeborener Heifer' oder Missionar? Wege und Note des Lazarus Jaure im 

Dienst der Mission", Studien zur Orientalischen Kirchengeschichte 1, Miinster, 355-385. 



Jement 

saiem-

~e und 
Igische 

ssions, 

utscher 
ischen 

pir, S., 

'ltribu-

nenian 

7g der 

-1945, 

Board 
!urches 
Prince-

~rchbi-

uality, 

:eler in 

Antro-

iical5, 

!rift for 

~h Cen-

77biosis 

~world 

lUre im 
-385. 

The study of Western Missions in the Middle East 49 

Y.Ariel and R. Kark, "Messianism, Holiness, Charisma, and Community: The American
Swedish Colony in Jerusalem, 1881-1933", Church History 65,641-657. 
U. Van der HeydenIH. Liebau (eds), Missionsgeschichte, Kirchengeschichte, Weltgeschichte. 
Christliche Misisonen im Kontext nationaler Entwicklungen in Afrika, Asien und Ozeanien, 
Stuttgart; including A. Carmel, "Der Deutsch-Evangelische Beitrag zurn Wiederaufbau 
Paliistinas in 19. Jahrhundert", 249-257; F. Foerster, "Friihe Missionsbriefe und Reise
berichte als Quellen der deutschen Paliistina-Mission", 89-104; N.P. Moritzen, "Warum 
und wie schreibt man heute Missionsgeschichte?", 463-469; W. Ustorf., "Dornroschen, 
oder die Missionsgeschichte wird neu entdeckt", 19-37. 
J. Davis, The Landscape of Belief. Encountering the Holy Land in Nineteenth-century Ame
rican Art and Culture, Princeton. 
M. Tamcke, "Urmia und Hermannsburg, Luther Pera im Dienst der Hermannsburger Missi
on in Urmia 1910-1915", Oriens Christianus 80, 43-65 . 

. Y. Ben-AriehIM. Davis (eds), Jerusalem in the Mind of the Western World, 1800-1948 
[With Eyes toward Zion, V], Westport, CT-London; including: Y. Ariel, "American Dis
pensationalists and Jerusalem, 1870-1918", 123-134; Y. Ben-Arieh, "Jerusalem Travel Li
terature as Historical Source and Cultural Phenomenon", 25-46; F. Foerster, "German 
Missions in the Holy Land", 183-194; E. Geldbach, "Jerusalem and the Mind-Set of John 
Nelson Darby and his Fundamentalist Followers", 109-122; H. Goren, '''The German Ca
tholic' 'Holy Sepulchre Society': Activities in Palestine", 155-172; R. Igel, "The Holy 
Land in Popular Brazilian Culture", 75-88; D. Klatzker, "Sacred Journeys: Jerusalem in the 
Eyes of American Travelers before 1948", 47-58; S. Kochav "'Beginning at Jerusalem': 
The Mission to the Jews and English Evangelical Eschatology", 91-107; M. Liickhoff 
"Prussia and Jerusalem: Political and Religious Controversies Surrounding the Foundation 
of the Jerusalem Bishopric", 173-182; Y. Nir, "Cultural Predispositions of the Holy Land", 

, 197-206; T. Stransky, "Origins of Western Christian Mission in Jerusalem and the Holy 
Land", 137-154; R.J.Zwi Werblowsky, "The Meaning of Jerusalem to Jews, Christians, 
and Muslims", 7-21. 
U. Makdisi, "Reclaiming the Land of the Bible: Missionaries, Secularism, and Evangelical 
Modernity", American Historical Review 102,680-713. 
A. Porterfield, Mary Lyon and the Mount Holyoke Missionaries, New York-Oxford. 
L. Abu-Lughod (ed.), Remaking Women. Feminism and Modernity in the Middle East, 
Princeton; including A. Janjmabadi, "Crafting an Educated Housewife in Iran", 91-125; O. 
Shakry "Schooled Mothers and Structured Play: Child Rearing in Turn-of-the-Century 
Egypt", 125-170. 
Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations 9/3, including: F.H. AI-Sayegh, "American Women 

, Missionaries in the Gulf: Agents for Cultural Change", 339-56; E.A. Doumato, "Receiving 
the Promised Blessing: Missionary Reflections on 'Ishmael's (mostly Female) Descen-
dants", 325-37; E.L. Fleischmann, "'Our Moslem Sisters': Women of Greater Syria in the 
eyes of American Protestant Missionary Women", 307-323. 

: J.F. Coakley, (ed.), Printing in the Mission Field, Harvard Library Bulletin, 9,1; including: 
J.F. Coakley, "Printing Offices of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions, 1817-1900: A Synopsis", 5-34; B.J. Merguerian, "The ABCFM Press and the 
Development of the Western Armenian Language", 35-49; G. Roper "The Beginnings of 
Arabic Printing by the ABCFM, 1822-1841",50-68. 
R. Feigentreff, Das Diakoniewerk Kaiserswerth 1936-1998. Von der Diakonissenanstalt 

Diakoniewerk - ein Uberblick, Kaiserswerth. 
'Liickhoff, Anglikaner und Protestanten im Heiligen Land. Das gemeinsame Bistum 

(1841-1886), Wiesbaden. 
~J:i.J<,olnel~ke:r, J. Nieper, T. Neubert-Preine (eds.), Dem Erl6ser der Welt zur Ehre. 

zum hunderjiihrigen Jubiliium der Einweihung der evangelischen Erl6serkirche 
in Jerusalem, Leipzig. 



50 Heleen Murre-van den Berg 

1998: M. Tamcke, "Idee und Praxis der Islammission bei den 'Iutherischen Nestorianem"', 
Orientalia Christiana Analecta 256, 315-322. 

1999: A. CarmellE.J. Eisler (eds.), Der Kaiser reist in Heilige Land. Die Paliistinareise Wilhelms 
II. 1898. Eine illustrierte Dokumentation, Haifa-Stuttgart. 

1999: H.L. Murre-van den Berg, From a Spoken to a Written Language. The Introduction and 
Development of Literary Urmia Aramaic in the Nineteenth Century, Leiden. 

2000: E.A. Doumato, Getting God's Ear. Women, Islam, and Healing in Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf, New York. 

2000: E.J. Eisler, "Gewalt gegen die protestantische Mission in Nablus und die nachfolgende 
Versohnung (1854--1901)", in: U. Van der Heyden/J. Becher (eds), Mission und Gewalt: 
Der Umgang christlicher Missionen mit Gewalt und die Ausbreitung des Christentums in 
Afrika und Asien in der Zeit von 1792 bis 1918119, Stuttgart. 

2000: J. Joseph, The Modern Assyrians of the Middle East: Encounters with Western Christian 
Missions, Archeologists, and Colonial Powers, Leiden - revised edition of Joseph 1961. 

2000: H.L. Kieser, Der verpasste Friede. Mission. Ethnie und Staat in den Ostprovinzen der 
Turkei 1839-1938, ZUrich. 

2000: K. WardIB. Stanley (eds.), The Church Mission Society, Grand Rapids--Cambridge; inclu 
ding: K. Cragg, "Being Made Disciples - The Middle East", 120-143; G. Francis-Dehqani, 
"CMS Women Missionaries in Persia: Perceptions of Muslim Women and Islam, 1884-
1934",91-119. 

2001: R Aaronsohn, D. Trimbur (eds.), De Bonaparte a Balfour. La France, I'Europe occidenta
le et la Palestine, 1799-1917, Paris; partly devoted to missions: C. Langlois, "Les congre
gations franr;:.aises en Terre sainte au XIXe siecle", D. Trimbur "Religion et politique en Pa
lestine: le cas de la France a Abou Gosh", C. Nicault, "Foi et politique: les pelerinages 
franr;:ais en Terre sainte", H. Goren, "Du 'conflit des drapeaux' a la 'contestation des hospi
ces': I' Allemagne et la France, catholiques en Palestine a la fin du XIXe siecle"; T. Strans
ky, "La concurrence des missions chretiennes en Terre sainte (1840-1850)"; T. Neubert
Preine, "La querelle du Muristan et la fondation de I'eglise du Redempteur a Jerusalem"; 
Shilony, "Un mecene catholique: le comte de Piellat et les communautes franr;:aises de 
Terre sainte". 

2001: A. Nothnagle, H.-J. Abromeit, F. Foerster (eds.), Seht, wir gehen hinaufnach Jerusalem. 
Festschrijt zum 150jiihrigen Jubiliium von Talitha Kumi und des Jerusalemsvereins, leip
zig; including J.E. Eisler, "Charlotte Pilz und die Anfange Kaiserswerther Orientarbeit", 
78-95; R. Felgentreff, "Bertha Harz, Nalja Moussa Sayeg: Zwei Diakonissen - eine Aufga
be, ein Dienst", 9()'-:121; F. Foerster, "Sinai und Golgatha - Die Heiliglandreise als religi
oses Erlebnis und die Griindung des Jerusalemsvereins durch Friedrich Adolph StrauB"; 
Idem, "Ein Verein fiir Jerusalem - Der Jerusalemsverein in seinen ersten hundert Jahren"; 
T. Neubert-Preine, "Diakonie fiir das Heilige Land - Die Griindung der Kaiserswerther Ori
entarbeit durch Theodor Fliedner". 

2001: Y. Perry, E. Petry (eds.), Das Erwachen Palastinas im 19. Jahrhundert: Alex Carmel zum 
70. Geburtstag, Stuttgart-Berlin-Koln; including E.J. Eisler, '''Kirchler' im Heiligen Land
die evangelischen Gemeinden in den wurttembergischen Siedlungen Palastinas (1886-
1914)", 77-90; Y. Perry, "Die englisch-preussische Zusammenarbeit im Heiligen Land", 
31-45. 

2001: C. Verdeil, "Travailler a la renaissance de I'orient chretien. Les missions latines en Syrie
(1830-1945)", Proche-Orient Chretien 51, 267-316. 

2002: E.A. Doumato, "Missionary Transformations: Gender, Culture and Identity in the Middle 
East", Introduction (373-376) to special volume of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations 
(13,4); including M. Booth, "'She Herself was the Ultimate Rule': Arabic Biographies of 
Missionary Teachers and their Pupils", 427-448; E.A. Doumato, "An 'Extra Legible IIIus 
tration' of the Christian Faith: Medicine, Medical Ethics and Missionaries in the Arabian 
Gulf', 377-390; E.L. Fleischmann, "The Impact of American Protestant Missions in Leba-



storianern' ", 

ise Wilhelms 

)duction and 

1bia and the 

lachfolgende 
und Gewalt: 
"istentums in 

~rn Christian 
lph 1961. 
rovinzen der 

bridge; inclu 
lcis-Dehqani, 
[slam, 1884-

7e occidenta
"Les congre
litique en Pa
s pelerinages 
on des hospi
~"; T. Strans
; T. Neubert
I Jerusalem"; 
fran~aises de 

:h Jerusalem. 
'ereins, Leip
)rientarbeit", 
- eine Aufga
ise als religi
)lph StrauB"; 
ldert Jahren"; 
'swerther Ori-

Carmel zum 
iligen Land -
;tinas (1886-
:iligen Land", 

nes en Syrie-

in the Middle 
'lim Relations 
iiographies of 
Legible Illus 

1 the Arabian 
lions in Leba-

The study of Western Missions in the Middle East 51 

non on the Construction of Female Identity, c. 1860-1950",411-26; H.-L. Kieser, "Missi
on as Factor of Change in Turkey (Nineteenth to First Half of Twentieth Century)", 391-
410; I.M. Okkenhaug, '''She Loves Books & Ideas, & Strides along in Low Shoes Like an 
Englishwoman': British Models and Graduates from the Anglican Girls, Secondary Schools 
in Palestine, 1918-48",461-79. 
H.L. Kieser, D. Schaller (eds.), Der Volkermord an den Armeniern und die Shoahl 
The Armenian Genocide and the Shoah, ZUrich; including H.-W. Schmuhl, "Friedrich Na
UIDaml und die 'armenische Frage'. Die deutsche Offentiichkeit und die Verfolgung der 
Armenier 1915",503-516. 
Morgenlandische Frauenmission (ed.), 160 Jahre Morgenliindische Frauenmission 
1842-2002, Berlin. 
I.M. Okkenhaug, The Quality of Heroic Living, of High Endeavor and Adventure. Anglican 
Mission, Women and Education in Palestine, 1888-1948, Leiden. 
H. Teule (ed.), special volume on migration of The Journal of Eastern Christian Studies 54, 
including: H.L. Murre-van den Berg, "Migration of Middle Eastern Christians to Western 
Countries and Protestant Missionary Activities in the Middle East. A Preliminary Investiga 
tion", 39-49; M. Tamcke, "Nach RuBland, Deutschland, 'Ja liber den Ozean in das Land 
der Freiheit und des Dollars"', Streiflichter aus den deutschen Akten zur ersten Migrations 
welle der Ost-syrer (Assyrerl "Nestorianer")", 25-38. 
J. Eisler, N. Haag, S. Holtz (eds.), Kultureller Wandel in Paliistina imfrUhen 
20. Jahrhundert. Eine Bilddokumentation. Zugleich ein Nachschlagewerk der deutschen 
Missionseinrichtungen und Siedlungen von ihrer Griindung bis zum Zweiten Weltkrieg, 
Epfendorf. 
A. Feldtkeller/A. Nothnagle (eds), Mission im Konfliktfeld von Islam, Judentum und Chris 
tentum. Eine Bestandsaufnahme zum 150jiihrigen Jubiliium des Jerusalemsvereins (Frank 
furtlMain: Otto Lembeck); including EJ. Eisler, "Frauen im Dienste des Jerusalemsvereins 
im Heiligen Land", 45-56; F. Foerster, "Reise in eine multireligiose Welt. F.A. Strauss: S 
inai und Golgatha", 19-33; R. LoftIer, "Nationale und konfessionelle Identitiitsbildungspro 
zesse in den arabisch-lutherischen und arabisch-anglikanischen Gemein-den Palastinas wah 
rend der Mandatszeit", 71-104; M. Llickhoff, "Die Wiederentdeckung des heiligen Landes
Anfange der Jerusalemer Bistums im Spannungsfeld von Orient und Okzident", 34-44; T. 
Neubert-Preine, "Fliedners Engagement in Jerusalem. Kaiserswerther Diakonie im Kontext 
der Orientmission", 57-70; M. Raheb, '''Die ELCJ, das Erbe und die Gegenwart'. Eine The 
se und fiinfBeobachtungen zu einem Prozess", 105-114. 
H. Goren (ed.), Germany and the Middle East. Past, Present, and Future, Jerusalem; inclu
ding L. Hansel, "Friedrich Wilhelm IV and Prussian Interests in the Middle.East"; T. Neu
bert-Preine, "The Founding of German Protestant Institutions in Jerusalem during the Reign 
of Kaiser Wilhelm 11", 27-40. 
Y. Perry, British Mission to the Jews in Nineteenth-Century Palestine, London. 
D. Trimbur (ed.), Die Europiier in der Levante. Zwischen Politik, Wissenschaft und 
Religion (19.-20. Jahrhundert). Des Europeens au Levant. Entre politique, science et 
religion (XIXe-XXe. siec1es), Munchen; including: E. Astafieva, "Imaginare und wirkliche 
Priisenz Russlands im Nahen Osten in der zweiten Halfte des 19. Jahrhunderts", 161-186; 
J. Bocquet, "Mission-naires fran~ais et allemands au Levant: les Lazaristes fran~ais de 
Damas et l'Allemagne, du voyage de Guil\aume 11 a I'instauration du Mandat", 57-76; B. 
Haider-Wilson, "Das Generalkommissariat des Heiligen Landes in Wien - eine Wiederent 
deckung des 19. Jahrhunderts", 123-160; M. Kirchhoff, "Deutsche Palastinawissenschaft 
im letzten Viertel des 19. Jahrhunderts. Die Anfange und Programmatik des Deutschen 
Vereins zur Erforschung Paliistinas", 31-5; B. Lamure, "Les pelerinages fran~ais en 
Palestine au XIXe siecle: croisade catholique et patriotique", 107-122; R. LoftIer, 
"Die langsame Metamorphose einer Missions- und Bildungseinrichtung zu einem 
sozialen Dienstieistungsbetrieb. Zur Geschichte des Syrischen Waisenhauses der Fa-



52 Heleen Murre-van den Berg 

miIie Schneller in Jerusalem 1860--1945",77-106; D. Trimbur, "Apen;:ue historique du Le
vant, 1840--1948", 17-30. 

2004: A.O'Mahony, World Christianity, London; including I.M. Okkenhaug, "Women in Christi
an mission: Protestant encounters from the 19th and 20th centuries"; A. O'Mahony, "Chris
tianity, interreligious dialogue and Muslim-Christian relations". 

2005: G. Buffon, Les Franciscains en Terre Sainte (1869-1889). Religion et politique, une re-
cherche institutionnelle, Paris. 

2005: K. Hock, Das Christentum in A/rika und dem Nahen Osten, Leipzig. 
2005: S.H. Moffett, A History o/Christianity in Asia: 1500-1900, Maryknoll, NY. 
2005: H. Murre-van den Berg, "Nineteenth-century Protestant Missions and Middle Eastern Wo

men: An Overview", in I.M. OkkenhauglI. Flaskerud, Gender, Religion and Change, Ox
ford-New York, 103-22. 

2005: H. Sharkey, "Empire and Muslim Conversion: Historical Reflections on Christian Missions 
in Egypt", Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations 16/1,43-60. 

2006: S. GilleylB. Stanley (eds), World Christianities, c. 1815-1914, Cambridge; including: 
H. Murre-van den Berg, "The Middle East: Western Missions and the Eastern Churches, Is
lam and Judaism", 458--472. 

2006 M. Marten, Attempting to Bring the Gospel Home: Scottish Missions to Palestine, 
1839-1917, London-New York. 

2006: H.L. Murre-van den Berg (ed.), New Faith in Ancient Lands: Western Missions in the 
Middle East in the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries, Leiden; including H. Badr, 
American Protestant Missionary Beginnings in Beirut and Istanbul: Policy, Politics, Practi
ce and Response", 211-239; P. Bourmaud, "Public Space and Private Spheres: The Foun
dation of St Luke's Hospital of Nablus by the CMS (1891-1914)",133-150; G: Buffon, 
"Les franciscains en Terre Sainte: de I'espace au territoire, entre opposition et adaption", 
65-91; E. Fleischmann, "Evangelization or Education: Protestant Missionaries, the Ameri 
can Board, and the Girls and Women of Syria (1830-1910)",263-280; B. Heyberger and 
C. Verdeil, "Spirituality and Scholarship: The Holy Land in Jesuit Eyes (17th to 19th Cen
turies)", 19-41; U. Kaminsky, "German 'Home Mission' Abroad: The 'Orientarbeit' of the 
Deaconess Institution Kaiserswerth in the Ottoman Empire", 191-209; R. Loffler, "The 
Metamorphosis of a Pietistic Missionary and Educational Institution into a Social Services 
Enterprise; The Case of the Syrian Orphanage (1860-1945)", 151-174; BJ. Merguerian, 
"'Missions in Eden'; Shaping an Educational and Social Program for the Armenians in Eas
tern Turkey (1855-1895)", 241-261; H.L. Murre-van den Berg, "Introduction", 1-17 and 
"William McClure Thomson's The Land and the Book (1859): Pilgrimage and Mission in 
Palestine", 43-63; A. O'Mahony, "The Coptic Catholic Church, the Apostolic Vicar Maxi
mus Giuaid (1821-1831), the Propaganda Fide and the Franciscans in Early Nineteenth
century Egypt", 93-111; U. Ryad, "Muslim Response to Missionary Activities in Egypt: 
With a Special Reference to the AI-Azhar High Corps of 'Ulama (1925-1935)",281-307; 
M. Tamcke, "Die deutschen Kurdenmissionen in Mahabad in ihrem Kontakt zu den orien
talischen Christen", 175-189. 

2006: M. TamckeIM. Marten (eds.), Christian Witness Between Continuity and New Beginnings: 
Modern Historical Missions to the Middle East, Berlin; including J.C. Burke, "The Foun
ding of the American University in Cairo", 1-10; G.K. George, "Early 20th century British 
missionaries and fulfulment theology: Comparion of the approaches of William Temple 
Gairdner to Islam in Egypt, and John Nicol Farquhar to Hinduism in India", 11-22; 
F. Foerster, "The Journey of Fried rich Adolph Strauss to the Holy Land and the beginnings 
of German Missions in the Middle East", 125-131; W. Jansen, "Arab Women with a Missi
on. The Sisters ofthe Rosary", 41-61; R: Kark, D. Denecke, H. Goren, "The Impact of Ear
Iy German Missionary Enterprise in Palestine on Modernization and Environmental and 
Technological Change, 1820-1914", 145-176; E.M. Kane, "Pilgrims, Piety and Politics: 
The Founding ofthe First Russian Ecclesiastical Mission in Jerusalem", 177-197; M. Mar-



que du Le-

in Christi
ny, "Chris-

ue, une re-

~astem Wo
:hange, Ox-

an Missions 

luding: 
~hurches, Is-

1tine, 

~sions in the 
ling H. Badr, 
,litics, Practi
:8: The Foun
); G: Buffon, 
et adaption", 
es, the Ameri 
leyberger and 
I to 19th Cen
.tarbeit' ofthe 
Loffler, "The 
ocial Services 
J. Merguerian, 
lenians in Eas
on", 1-17 and 
md Mission in 
ic Vicar Maxi
'ly Nineteenth
'ities in Egypt: 
35)", 281-307; 
:t zu den orien-

ew Beginnings: 
ke, "The Foun
century British 

Villiam Temple 
11-22; 

:\ the beginnings 
en with a Missi
e Impact of Ear
vironmental and 
et)' and Politics: 
77-197; M. Mar-

The study of Western Missions in the Middle East 53 

ten, "Communicating home: Scottish missionary publications in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries", 81-98; H. Murre-van den Berg, '''Simply by giving to them maccaroni .. .' Anti
Roman Catholic Polemics in Early Protestant Missions in the Middle East, 1820-1860", 
63-80; T. Neubert-Preine, "The Struggle over the Muristan in Jerusalem as an Example of 
National-Confessional Rivalry in the 19th Century Middle East", 133-143; N.L. Stockdale, 
"An Imperialist Failure: English Missionary Women anq Palestine Orphan Girls in Naza
reth, 1864-1899", 213-231; M. Tamcke, "Johann Worrlein's Book about his Travels 
through Palestine", 233-246; C. Van der Leest, "The Protestant Bishopric of Jerusalem and 
the Missionary Activities in Nazareth: The Gobat Years, 1846-1879", 199-211; C. Verdeil, 
"Between Rome and France, intransigent and anti-Protestant Jesuits in the Orient: The be
ginnings of the Jesuits' mission of Syria, 1831-1864",23-32. 
C. Verdeil, Missionaries jesuites et chretiens dOrient dan IEmpire Ottoman des reformes, 
Paris. 
N.L. Stockdale, Colonial Encounters Among English and Palestinian Women, 1800-1948 
(Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florday) [Ph.D. Santa Barbara: Ph.D. University of 
California, 2000]. 
U. Makdisi, Artillery of Heaven. American Missionaries and the Failed conversion of the 
Middle East (Ithaca/London: Cornell University Press). 




