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This collection of articles focuses on five 
cases of deception, all presented and 
exposed in early modern London and 
ranging from Isaac Casaubon’s The Originall 
of Idolatries (1624) to the Great Bottle 
Hoax (1749), and explores the dynamics of 
persuasion and response in their respective 
cultural contexts. Why did early modern 
illusionist artists and playwrights explicitly 
compare their work to these kinds of 
deception? How did forgery contribute to 
the development of the distinction between 
fiction and scholarship? And what can 
discussions of newly exposed forgeries 
tell us about the cultural negotiation of 
the concepts of reality, authenticity and 
originality in early modern England?
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