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Promoting knowledge transfer and culture of evidence use 
for health systems strengthening in West African 

lssiaka Sombie, Ermel Johnson, Amadou Mouka"ila, Virgil Lokossou, amoudou Keita 

Innovating for Maternal, Newborn and child Health in Africa (IMCHA) initiaitive 
•-=-•·the attainment of the highest possible standard and protection of 

health of the peoples in the sub-region through the harmonisation of 
the policies of the Member States, pooling of resources, and cooperation 
with one another and with others for a collective and strategic combat 
against the health problems of the sub-region" 

_.:, WAHO was selected as Health Policy & Research Organisation (HPRO) with 3 roles : 
·~ -Enable notional level ownership 

~- ~Build coherence and facilitate mutual learning across IMCHA 
CJ, -Strengthen individual and institutional capacities in implementation research and research use 

Study Objective: to describe the process and prelimina ries resu lts of promoting t he cultu re of evidence use for health system st rengthnening in the Economic 
Community of West African Stat es (ECOWAS) sub region by WAHO as an HPRO 

PROCESS 

1-Grey & scientific Litterature review 

2-Sitl;lational analysis in 6 
counties i.8'"''.....,.,_,,,_"'"·,.,."',._ 
& at regional level l 
3-DeveloP.ment of regional intervention 
framework (below) 

i@i¥f@l%MfMM·MMI® i@UMi&I@ 
WAHO • capacity Guidelines on evidence use Resolution to AHM on evidence 

strengthening use in decisioo makins proc~s 
Strengthen library • Request evidence-based memos 

;md evldence•basecl policy 
propoc,I, 

MOH Opacity Guldelines on evidence use • Text or law on evidence use in 
strengthening Promotion of policy brief clecision making l)focess 

COllabor.ition decisioos 
Study tour makers and researchers 

research•tO•polic;yforum 

IRTs C.S,.Clty C.olt.boniOon dec:Wons • AdYocacy for bener 
51:ren,thenlnc ~ken ilnd rese•rdlers coll~lori dec:IMons ~ken 

resorch-to-poHcy forum 

CONCLUSION 

The promotion of knowledge transfer and the 
culture of using evidence in policy making is 
possible in the ECOWAS region. The future 
evaluation will inform on its contribution to 
health systems strengthening in West Africa. 

CorresQond ing: Professor lssiaka Sombie, isombie@wahooas.org 

• Political will 

In June 2017, the Assembly of Health 
Ministers of ECOWAS adopted the 
resolution on ''the use of Evidence in 
Developing Health Care Policies, Plans, 
Standards and Protocols in the ECOWA5 
region" 

• 
Researchers-policymakers 
collaboration platforms 

-Etablishement of MNCH stakeholders platforms in 
Nigeria and Senegal at the Ministries of Health 
-Etablishement of stakeholders platform around each 
implementation research team {Bauchi, Benin City, 
Ibadan} 
-Establishment of "Nigeria Research RMNCA YH Days· 

West African Health Organisation (WAHO). 175,Av. Ouezzin Coulibaly, l • I 
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RESULTS 

Awareness on evidence use in policy-making 
-National satkeholders engagment with sensisation about 450 
persons on evidence use in 6 countries and regional level 
-Production of evidence on status of evidence use and Knowledge 
Transfer {KT) in MNCH in 6 countries 
-Quartely newsletter on evidence use in West Africa {MEP News} 

Enhancement of 
ndividual capacities 

in evidence use 
-174 persons trained in West Africa 
-Joint training sessions for researcher & 
policymakers 
- Training topic: evidence-based decision 
making, knowledge transfer, gender, 
social media use in KT 
-Developpment of pratical guideline on 
evidence-based policymaking 
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