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+ Pawns at Play: Refugees and the Game of Foreign Policy

Ben Falcon, Dr. Sussan Siavoshi
Trinity University

Introduction

For forty years, Pakistan has consistently been among the world’s
largest refugee receiving nations. By accepting millions of Afghans in the
1980s, Pakistan adopted a relatively open-door refugee policy. However,
since the 1990s, Islamabad has tightened its visa restrictions, closed
refugee camps, and aggressively pursued repatriation. What explains such
a drastic shift in Pakistan’s refugee policy? Most researchers focus on
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internal socio-economic factors when explaining this shift, but this project ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ (1 9906-2001 )
seeks to consider the impact of foreign policy.
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India has consistently been an unavoidable dimension for Pakistan to
consider. As a result, the Thucydidean trap playing out in Afghanistan by

proxy has reduced the refugees to pawns 1n a game of geopolitical chess.
By controlling the cross-border flow of refugees, Islamabad has created for
itself a pressure valve to influence the outcome of Afghan power struggles
and shape Afghanistan’s attitude toward India.

Key Term

REPATRIATION: the process of returning —voluntarily or
forcibly—a person to their country of origin or citizenship.
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