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To the Editors:

Anti-Vel and cold-reactive autoantibody

In Immunohematology Volume 26, Number 1, 2010, Linz and colleagues present a case report titled “Role for serial
prenatal anti-Vel quantitative serologic monitoring with 2-ME serum during pregnancy.” The report includes a statement that
anti-Vel can simulate the serologic profile of a cold-reactive autoantibody. The authors did not quote a previous paper with
similar conclusions that further support this premise. Mechanic et al. describe a study in which eight samples of stored anti-
Vel were adsorbed with rabbit erythrocyte stroma (RESt, Immucor/Gamma, Norcross GA). (Transfusion 2002;42(9):1180—
3). The antibodies were reactive at various testing phases. The adsorbed samples were tested at phases selected based on
the test results of the neat samples. The results indicated that anti-Vel was either partially or completely adsorbed by RESt.
These results further support the idea that one must be thorough when investigating these types of antibodies.
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Manuscripts

The editorial staff of Immunohematology welcomes manuscripts pertaining to blood group serology and education for consideration
for publication. We are especially interested in case reports, papers on platelet and white cell serology, scientific articles covering
original investigations, and papers on new methods for use in the blood bank. Deadlines for receipt of manuscripts for consideration
for the March, June, September, and December issues are the first weeks in November, February, May, and August, respectively. For
instructions for scientific articles, case reports, and review articles, see Instructions for Authors in every issue of Immunohematology or
on the Web at www.redcross.org/immunohematology. Include fax and phone numbers and e-mail address with all manuscripts
and correspondence. E-mail all manuscripts to immuno@usa.redcross.org
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