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In December 1945, four months after the end ofthe Second World War, two

soldiers meet on an aeroplane flying towards Port Hedland, located in north-west Western

Australia, the Pilbara district.

Frank Grey found the war a horrific experience and is deeply traumatised. He is

returning home, after an absence of five years, hoping to reunite with his wife, get his old

job back, and continue on with his life as it was before the war.

Patrick Gray is an Aboriginal. He also found the war horrific. However, for him,

serving in the A.I.F. was also a liberating experience. For the first time in his life he

received equal pay and conditions of white men. He found equality. He is hoping that

because he, and other Aborigines, served in the armed forces, the social conditions for

Aborigines will have improved in the SL.'i: years he's been away.

They are both disappointed.
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* * *

Quote on page 99 taken from preface to Aborigines OfNorth Western Australia, by John

Withnell.

Excerpt ofpoem on pages 53 and 88 taken from Elegy Written InA Country Churchyard, by

Thomas Gray.

Verse on page 105 cited in The Romance OfA Business, by Thomas Wynford-Vaughan.

Bible quote on page 33: Genesis: chapter 1,1-2.

Bible quote on page 193: The Book ofJob: chapter X, 15-17.
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