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This project investigates the circular influence of architecture, meaning, and place
across the built American landscape of Route 66. It focusses on the route as a uniquely
American invention, reflection, and now obsolete piece of cultural infrastructure.
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chapter 1 the beginnings

THE BEGINNINGS

This Route was established in
1926 as the most direct route
from Chicago to LA. In those
times it existed as a route to the
“New Frontier” the “Wild West”
and came to embody the free-
dom of the open road. Today it
becomes a site to reflect on the
American landscape.

Olgélahoma

Route 66 is “mediating the collective memory of roadside Americana as a linear museum.”
Wood, Two Roads Diverge: Route 66, “Route 66,” and the Mediation of American Ruin.



chapter 1

US 66

The route produces realities which bring in to question
the relationship between meaning and architecture. It has
become a physical manifestation of mediated identities
that’s simultaneously constructed from and in turn con-
structing identity. Architectural objects on the route are
built to represent an idea or place, and in turn contribute
to the idea and identity of the place they created. This
loop shows the agency of architectural objects in crafting
our realities, histories, and collective identities.

The route contains objects of similar necessities (motels,
gas stations, attractions, etc.) delivered in more extreme,
exoticized ways through form, signage, and objects. They
break up the monotony of the road with spectacles dif-
ferentiating this place from that place. They represent an
America built on pseudo-events'. That which expects ever
more illusions and fantasy, which glorifies the freedom of
the open road. An America defined by the boom of the
mass culture industry in the 19th and 20th centuries that
ushered in scenic spectacles along American landscapes.
The sites capitalize on “natural” or constructed novelty to
sometimes overwrite culture and history in favor of exotic
fantasies®. In some cases they present romanticized,
idealized versions of the past that conflate the American
landscape into an iconographic self-referential image?, the
places become meaningful because they say they are and
become repeated and believed to be. In other ways they
celebrate everyday objects to give a visual and physical

“Road narratives do not depict Route 66
so much as they play an important role in
creating it.”4

! Boorstin, Daniel. The image: a guide to pseudo-events in America. 1964. p 11.

* Tenneriello, Susan. Spectacle Culture and American Identiry 1815-1940. 2013. p. 6.

3> Wood, A. The Best Surprise Is No Surprise”: Architecture, Imagery, and Omnitopia Among
American Mom-and-Pop Motels. 2005. p. 407

4 Nodelman, Reading Route 66. 2007, pg. 165.

> Ibid., pg. 165.
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chapter 1 the beginnings
The built environment determines much of history OKLAHOMA \ = = 7R
through physical reality. The sites preserved today are

owned by those who have vested interests in them phys-

ically, economically, historically, or culturally. Oil, cars, f@ 4
DPOINT Cm%%?

1139

and road infrastructure continue to define an auto-cen-
tric culture as people become ever more dependent on
cars. Today, these architectural objects sit innocently
on the landscape, covering their complex histories and
power networks that lead back to the power relations of
the dominant government administration.

In a game which reflects reality and the systems at play,
the architectural objects become the characters, and
the players act through these characters to understand
the impact of one decision on the entire physical land-

scape. It produces endless alternate histories and futures
to critically reflect on the American narrative through
Route 66. This reveals the tangible agency of architec-

tural characters in crafting our environment through
meaning, culture, and identity, and speculates on the
ways we can operate within these

Alternate Americanisms.

“We cannot separate Route 66’s physical
and imaginative dimensions, as all such
highways are fields of relations that only

exist to the extent to which they narrate | \A Ens
and are in turn repeatedly narrated.”™ STANTON, MO.

>
TRAVEL [55)
o HHLE ROGERS HIGHWAY
+o . 1296 MILES FOUR-LANE!




10

chapter 1

the claims

Architecture is actively crafting reality, culture, and identity. It is
simultaneously constructed from and constructing meaning.

Route 66 exists as an American invention, cultural
manifestation, and now, ruin.

Today, the objects on the route sit innocently on the landscape, covering
their complex histories and power networks that lead back to the
dominant government administration.

the beginnings

the questions

How are roadside American architectures on Route 66 active
p/ayers in telling American narratives and identities?

What and who's “America” are the objects on the route deﬁning?

Can these objects be used to react to the comp/ex power networks that
built them to specu/ate possib/e futures?

11
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chapter 1 the beginnings

Objects on Route 66 are the protagonists in crafting realities, identities, and narratives of the
American |andscape. They are simultaneously constructed from and constructing meaning.

13



chapter 2

chapter

ROUIE [RESIEARCIH

The route was cataloged from its
“starting” point in Chicago IL to
its “end” in Santa Monica, CA.

A linear sequence through eight
states with a variety of landscapes,
climates, and regions. lts linear
sequence strings together piec-
es of the American landscape to
create one uniquely “American”
experience.

14
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CALIFORNIA

“The Golden State
285 miles of US 6
40 cities on Rout:
pop: 39.6 million
100 cities

largest city pop: Los Angeles @ 4 million

present day I-40
land: 155,959 sq
geographies: clim

6
e
ppl

mi
ate: economy: etymology:

OKLAHOMA

r “The Sooner State”

“Native America" o
532 mi

45 cities on Route
pop: 3.9 million p
85 cities

largest city pop:
present day _
size: 68,667 sq mi

pl

Oklahoma City @ 644,000

route research

ARIZONA

“The Grand Canyon State" or “The Copper
State”

359 miles of US 66 -
37 cities on Route -

pop: 7.2 million ppl -

98 cities -

largest city pop: Bhoenix @ 1.7 mill
present day I-40

land; 113,990 sq mi___

KANSAS

“The Sunflower State"

11 mi

3 cities on Route

pop: 2.9 million ppl

45 cities

largest city pop: Wichita @ 390,500
present day _

land: 81,759 sq mi

NEW MEXICO

“The Land of Enchantment"

375 miles of US 66

52 cities on Route

.1 million ppl

85 cities

largest city pop: Alberquerque @ 558,500
present day I-40

land: 121,357 sq mi

MISSOURI

“Show Me State"

294 mi

65 cities on Route

pop: 6.1 million ppl

97 cities

largest city pop: Kansas City @ 500,000
present day I55

size: 68,886 sq mi

TEXAS

“"The Lone Star State"

176 mi

14 cities on Route

pop: 28.7 million ppl

100 cities

largest city pop: Houston € 2.4 million
present day ___
land: 261,797 sq

ILLINOIS

"Land of Lincoln"

297 mi

58 cities on Route

pop: 12.7 million ppl

100 cities

largest city pop: Chicago

@ 2.7 million

present day I-55 0 50 100 mi
land: 57,918 sq mi - —

15



chapter 2 route research

catalog

BUILOINGS an sigs
s

All Architectural objects are signs
which signify meaning to someone s
through systems of interpreted

relationships. A majority of the

BUILDINGS as sign

objects on the route today were

cataloged and organized by signi-
fying their meaning as a building,
object, or sign. Other emerging
signifiers come from the character
of some of the objects catalogued.
Character which evokes sensation,
associations, produces a specific
space or time, or suggests mean-

ing through form.

OBJECTS as sign

OBJECTS assign

SIGNS as sign

16 17



typologies
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tudor cottage gas

x 12
house + canopy gas

x 14
ice box gas

x 12
gull wing gas

x8
art deco + moderne gas

x 12
domestic stone

x4

chapter 2

building as sign.

stepped gas

barn

hybrid/misc

(former +) Dennys

(historic) McDonald's

windmill

x4

x6

x9

x5

x4

x3

giraffe rock style motel

cottage style motel

motor courts

diners

Spanish pueblo revival’

castle

x4

x 8

x 13

x4

x8

x4

bar motel + | motel

u motel

swiss + chalet style motels

roadhbouses

drive-ins

decorated sheds

x 10

x 11

x 8

x4

x4

x 8

route research

object as sign.
food

x4

world’s largest + tallest + sunk
x8

largest

x2

tallest

x6

sunk

animal
x8
muffler men

x6

water tower

x4
< bl
teepees

x/

sign as sign.

food
x 8
misc 3d sign motel
x6
signs of signs + letters only
x 15
arrows
x 20
western theme motel
x7
barns
x4



chapter 3

chapter 3 tracing histories

IRACING [RHISTORIES

20

8 Simersee of Gz e

Y . Aopicable Katanal Reguster Cricna (Mark *x° 11 904 Of Mo b0 107 T8 critera qualitying e proped: {or Musorel
Regane tsong!

5 PUOGTy 180D, W AR ENAL 5 1530, b1 G5 ) K O e gt of our

K Propwny emeadies 1o C4unclve dharacariabion ol 2 hae, pancd o metho of eorsinuston of represers
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ety whata CoMPCnants 130K indeadudl MsOcton

fdard O'l Gas Station

San Bernardino, CA.

SICN: 66 Drive In

‘ ﬁ T _pgfr.:,_

1
Natf. Lo "22-9 Fﬁi
~ Lo bl . =
HIsr 1L FeAtEs

SIGN: Munger Moss Motel
Letnan, MO,

BLDG: McDonald’s
Upland, CA.

OBJ: Muffler Man Holding a Hotdog s : B o . S felcome to McCook
Atlanta, IL. - e MeCook, Tt

[ —

e

OBJ: Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ Ministries
Groom, TX.

“It is in fact possible to retrace an evocative story of power and conflict in the making of the American nation while travelling along 66.”
Nodelman, Reading Route 66, pg. 173.

21



catalog

The sites preserved today are owned
by those who have vested interests
in them economically, physically,
historically, or culturally.

A majority of events and actors
trace back to the rise of oil powers
and popularity of the car. The route
reached its cultural peak in postwar
40s, 50s, and into the 60s because
of the intensified mass consum-

er culture following the war, and
the auto boom of the early 20th
century, which helped spread the
population from the city to the
suburbs. American car culture was
both a result of and propagator of
the rising oil powers of the 20th
century. The route’s demise leads
back to Eisenhower’s Federal-Aid
Highway Act which built 40,000
miles of Interstates, bypassing the
route and leading to its decommis-
sion in 1985. In the late 90s his-
toric preservation programs, began
to preserve the sites they deemed
significant to American history.

Who are these sites being preserved
for? How can we investigate the built
American landscape of Route 66

to understand the construction of
American identity?

22

chapter 3

Entreprencurs Cyrus Avery from OK,

“ltails built across parts of United States  shees fromiL, Peipmeier from MO 500 of the 2,448

(National Old Trails, Ozark Trail, many parts
becomnig part of Route 66)

Various legislation for public highways

laid aurroad in their respective stes

tracing histories

Nartional Highway System Formed
“Main Street of America” adopted

Phillips Petraleim gas appropriates

*66" and logo, begin building along route

“end” at Lincoln Bldv and Olympic Bldv
extended to Santa Monica

mi road paved

-210,000 people migh
Dust Bowl -most retum

ate o California

A1 military training bases ereated in West

Federal Road Act

would be multiples of 10

Route 66 Initially named US 60

7 1933 93 944 1945 @ 1946
Congress enact 1925 Act for ! |
National Highway System
Even numbers EW, Odd number N-5
Federal Aid Highway System sumbering 1-91, 2-92, transconicnental

Route 66

y ‘Get Your Kicks on
Established

Route 66 Grapes of Wrath Federal Aid Highway Act —— Na
fully paved “a mother road”
“road of flight”

U.S. Highway 66 Association

Changed to 66 because it sounded better

Shell Oil

Gulf Oil

Sohio BP Oil

ESSO Exxon Mobil

SOcal Chevron
Ohio Oil Marathon Oil

Standard Oil
Continental Oil

Phillips Petroleum
Ohio Oil

U.S. Supreme Court
John Rockefeller

Levitt & Sons

Continental Oil
New York Stock and

Exchaugt: Board Henry Ford
opens refineryin Clevelands buys our parraer
opens (whar will become) Standard Oil

with his brocher and Henry Flagler (1870) Srandard Oil )
dissolution in 34 companies
as illegal oil monopoly

Trail of Tears Ford Motor Co

i 19505 and GOs
cheapest: I5290 car ST

Firspoldiiliog Fnjrd‘s Assembly Line

in Titusville, PA

Industrial Revoli. Second Inofimrridlj Revolution WWr

L7C

1918

United States
Secretary of Agriculture

Tulsa starts promoting icself as
“The oil capiral of the world” into

Depas

Franklin D. Roosevelt

FDIC FEC WPA
U.S. Government

U.S. Military
Marland Oil +
Continental il

War Emergency Pipelines company

U.S. Congress

General Motors

Nartional City Lines

Ouwned ér controled rail syseems in 45 ciics, R
begin dis-mantling railway systems.
Pipelines auc

“Depletion Allowance” u
Initally given to Ter

allows oil producers deduct First pipeline then 0 TETCO Te
27.5% of gross revenues surs buying strecrear lines Big Inch and Lirtde Big Inch Hitleblgupiddens
in Derroir and converring them Pipuliucs drilled from Texas to NJ

to combustion engine buses
s i for emergency war measures before
US enters WWII  US produces 60% world’s crude oil
Texas as largest producer
Propased by Secrerary of the Interior
Govr owned and operated

Mass Producrion . i ,
i ends electric bus production, C
switching to dicsl-fucled buses

GM acquiers Yellow Coach
(top bus manufacrurer)  Dyust Bawl

~210,000 peaple migrate to California
1930 1933 1936

“‘The Great Depression

191131914

First Drive-in-+ fast food  First Shopping Mall
(White Castle)

Model T released
! ' GM formed
! “The Glenn Pool discovered (Oil)

Office of Road
Inquiry est.

Graphic Revolution
“newspapers
“News gathering turned into news making.”

“Pseudo events” (Boorstin) tax provision: oil companies

to write off dry holes and

Transontinentil Railroad drilling costs in their firsc year

complered 1869

1929 :
| Pearl Harbar bombing Fxecntive Order 9066

Japirnese American
Internmens Camps

First Morel

Stocl Market Crash

Eisenhower trins
in Germany

First Drive-In Movie Theare The New Deal
Standard Oil secures 1st contract
o drill oil in Saudia Arabia

Firs

23



chapter 3 tracing histories
196 966 06 ROUTE 66
o “Route 66’ TV show Most of road by-passed Route 66 }I’:bllis Law6160;—430,A 199 Cars Movie released State Sens. Masty Quinn and
by 4 lane highways De-Comissioned ¢ Route rudy Acc o : Nathan Dahm abandon effort

ional I Hieh s Y & 24 recognizing that the Route ; to name part of OK stretch
rional Interstate Highway System “has become a symbol ' afcer Trump.

of the American people’s E

heritage of travel and their |

legacy of seeking a better life.” E

Route 66 Corridor
fC Preservation Program
‘tment of Commerce
Dwight D. Eisenhower George W. Bush Barack Obama Donald Trump

Department of the Interior

National Parks Service

Administration

National Register of Historic

i Federal Highway
i Places and HNL

TETCO TEPPCO:!

World Meteorological Society

i
i

s PRIVATE 1 United Nations
: i Environment Programme
tioned: i
inessee Gas Company for natural gas, i
xas East Transmission Corp for $143,127,000
etrol, Big used for Gas :
pipeline i
'
i
i

> natural gas, then oil

Arab Oil Embargo

increase oil prices
because of US support of Isracl
during Yom Kippur War

ar Fetishism through marketing
automotive class structure
image > engineering

Coal > 65% global euerg& use Oil > 65% global eniergy use

Department of Energy

Eastern Gas Shale/Program .

1970 75-78

suburb population > city population! Route 66

1st Levittown
mass-produced suburb

The Department of Energy
oversees successful large
scale fracking for oil and gas

Auto sales boom!

Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956
public works program to
build 40,000 milés of Interstates

Interstate Highway System
(based on German Autobahn)

t Fracking

24

1955 puy 1990 1995 gy 1997 31999

De-Comissioned

Global Climate Coalition

CONOCO

Intergovernmental Panel

~on Climate Change (IPCC)

UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change

U.S. not participate
Kyoto Protocol

I
I
I
I
I
L
h
I
I
I
I
I
'

Phillips 66

Extractive Industries

ConocoPhillips
i Transparency Initiative

IPCC’s First Assessment Report (FAR)
consequences of climate change, need
international cooperation...

{9/11 Bombing |

Iraq War -’11

ex-oil lobbyists in Bush
Administration suppress
discussion of global
warming to public

and in policy

Financial Crisis

Bureau of §
Land Management

) i
Paris Agreement: U.S signs
-cost efficiencies in drilling i
~Saudia Arabia’s decline
-OPEC instability

Shialé gas 1production by
hydraulic fracturing boom

2009 g 2011 2013

6

IPCC?s Fifth Assessment
Scientific data for
Paris Agreement

former oil and gas lobbyist secretary
of Department of the Interior

David Bernhardt

Ryan Zinke

Presidential Executive Order 13783
on Promoting Energy Independence
and Economic Growth

drder

as; Hydr:
General Provisions and Noy
Management of Non Federal Oil and Gas Rights
on, Production Subj

ics, and Resource Conservs
Potentially Burden the

on
afe, Efficient

xecutive Order 13653 Preparing the United States for the Impacts of Climate Change

al Memorandum Pows
Memorandum Mitigating Impacts on Natural Resources from Development
g Related Private

Sector Ca n Pollution Standa

ion of Greenhouse Gas Emissions
mate Change tional Environmental Policy Act Reviews

Environmental Protection Agency’s an Power Plan”

Disband The Interagency Working Group on Social Cost of Greenhouse Gases

oil and gas drilling and
mining on or near public land,
searching for fossil fuels on
protected land

Trump executive action to
proceed with pipeline

Dakota Access Pipeline protests

U.S. pulls out of Paris Agreement

US is largest crude
oil producer



16 objects on the route were
selected as key players They
appear chronologically starting

from the 1930s-2010s.
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chapter 3

Phillips 66 Station #473, Tulsa, OK.

©

Blue Swallow Motel, Tucumcari, NM.

9]

Wigwam Motel 7, San Bernadino, CA.

®

Muffler Man with hotdog, Atlanta, IL.

Standard Oil Gas Station, Odell, IL.

(6]

Twin Arrows Trading Post, Flagstaff, AZ.

10

Catsup Water Tower, Collinsville, IL.

®

Blue Whale of Catoosa, Catoosa, OK.

tracing histories

CONOCO Station, Shamrock, TX.

Rock Fountain Court, Springfield, MO.

®

66 drive-in theater, Carthage, MO.

®

The Biggest Cross in Iexas, Groom, TX.

4

El Vado Motel, Albugquerque, NM.

8/

Munger Moss Motel, Lebanon, MO.

®

McDonald’s golden arches, Upland, CA.

©

Welcome to McCook Sign, McCook, IL.
27



chapter 3
The histories of these seemingly
innocent objects were traced
to find that their main interest
groups were oil, cars, and US
gov administration. The capital-
ist agenda of oil powers, incen-
tivized by the government, cre-
ated an America that saw cars at
the center of national identity.
In looking at the preservation
aspect, the National Register
of Historic Places, responsible
for preserving property deemed
significant to American history
is under the Department of the
Interior.

Who's deciding what America to
preserve?

p——
QStandard@ R
= - (_Continental Oil >

£ -'Phillips I’ctrolcun;"s _—

John Rockefeller

Genry FOD =

opens refinery in Cleveland, buys out partner
opens (what will become) Srandard Oil
with his brother and Henry Flagler (1870)

i ( Ford Motor Co
i o= —r cheapest: 5290 car
Ford’s Assembly Line

Second Intifustrin!i Revolution

1505 § 1908

Model T released
GM formed

28

tracing histories

National Highway System Formed
“Main Streer of America” adopred

Phillips Petroleum gas appropriates
*66" and logo, begin building along roure

/

1946
Route 66 i
Established

Rc:)ucc 66 i
| ! fully paved |

R
BN

! ~
BLDG: El Vado Motel e

SIGN: Twin Arrows Trading Post e
Flagstaff, AZ. 1
-~ BLDG: Histpric Rock Fountain Tourist
Springfield, M (@) ‘
i OB]J: The World’s Largest Ca;csu.p Bottle
Collinsville, I i

Court

BLDG: Phillips 66 Station #473
Tislsa, OK.

e b :
///Té SIGN: Munger Moss Motel
A1 Lebanon, MO.

—— E\\
. War Emergency /7
-/ Pipelines compdny -

Shamrock, TX. 1 \

ue Sw;;.llow Motel

Tulsa starts promoting itself as
“The oil capital of the world” into
1950s and 60s

Mass Production = L s
Car Fetishism thro

First Morel

First Dirive-in + fast food
(White Castle)

miags-produded su

st Leyigrow]

7_%, - —*"'}k - iISfG_]'L\TI:_ gﬁBri‘

| L Carthage, MO.
| [OBJ: WigWam
|| San Bernardino; €

1gh marketi

n
urh

™ Auto sales b

29
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chapter 3 tracing histories

70 1955
; Route 66 Cars Movie released
' } : De-Comissioned | J
] | | S— =4 |
—— (_7-;- : STG_IG:IGGBrive In - — r_ !
Carthage, MO “‘i‘*\\___\ OB]J: Muffler Man Ho]dinig Hotdog i :
17, . - b Atlanta, IL. ! y
urt OB]J: WigWam Village Motel no. 7 OBRB]J: Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ Ministries SIGN: Welcome to McCook
San Bernardino; CA. Groom, TX. e MeCook, TL.
7 g | } : ¢ Route 66 Corridor P
Sup-Lotile s ' "~ DPreservation Program -~ = i
‘ ! o oprm.
o2 T ¢ e — e ) e o= 3
Dwighe D. Eisenho\irp o Vo ‘<\ George W. Bush C Donald Trump
[P===i — = | g S . e S -
i OB]J: Whale of Catoosa g st
Fanning, MO. ~_Global Climate Coalition ™
BLDG: McDonald’s <Deparcmem of the lntcricD | by !
Upland, CA. . = P
! rd
! | ] /}/
__/.--"'-/ -~ -B;u:eau of -
T “_ Land Management -
e S e Presidenrial Executive Order 13783
e ] on Promoting Energy Independence
e B e i e ——— T : e h
= _C_CONOCO ¢ ConocoPhillips > - Phillips 66 ks
: ‘._f‘:'[-)epartment of Ener{_;,}-r-".',
Car Fetishism throfgh marketing i ——— e
us. ...u. paiticipate Shale gas production by
Kyorto Protocol hydraulic fracturing boom
suburb population = city population! US is largest crude
3 . oil producer
Iraq War =11

" Auto sales boom!
Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956

public warks program to

build 40,000 miles of Interstates . Interstate Highway Sys[elll
(based on German Autobahn)

30 31



chapter 3
o Phillips 66 Station #473
Tulsa, OK.

"ROUTE PHILLIPS

66, €

original tudor cottage’ signature style
of Phillips Petroleum to blend into

domestic surroundings adopts Route 66 sign as Logo in 1959
brick with gabeled roof, shield remained ‘
cross-gable over door, until Nov 2019 i
brick chimney, as Bar 473...
originally multicolored

“I'm a small cottage, you can “Don’ forget me!”

feel at home!”

typical
garage
addition

tracing histories
e Standard Oil Gasoline Station
Odell, IL.

closed in 70s, restored
in 90s, currently on

typical “house with canopy gas

station style National Register of
built in early 1930s Historic Places
based on 1916 “This is the America
Standard Oil of Obio we are prou d of”

‘house and canopy’ 1

“You can trust me, [ look

just tilee sl garage service bays

added in late 305

“Come drive your car in,
3 '7?
we'll fix you up!

32

33



chapter 3

CONOCO Tower Station

unique example of art deco used on
commercial roadside architecture

built in 1936

“Over here! We're modern

and flashy, come get your
CONOCO gas!”

Shamrock, TX.

] ||||-

34

inspired Ramone's House

tracing histories

closed in 1990s, the building

of Body Art in Pixar’ appeared on National Register for

“Cars” in 2006 Historic Places in 1997 and

& , o, subsequently bought by bank and
Route 66’ history isn't given to the city of Shamrock!

forgotten.”

“This is an important part
of American history.”

“and don't forget to eat!”

35



chapter 3 tracing histories
El Vado Motel 6 Blue Swallow Motel
Albuquerque, NM. Tucumcari, NM.

sign added in 50s

swallow symbolism (hope of coming
home safely, love, and family)

Ty : ; : built in Southwest
Built in Sp "”’SZ{’;‘ "’bbl? rediiaLigle 4. 1207, Listed on National Register vernacular style in 1939 Fissed o iz Regheter
imitating near y“ ueblo motifs N of Historic Places 1993 _ of Historic Places 1993
EXPIIOI‘C CX{?;CIS?: and “This is an imporeant part “Experience the wimre [Ny QT E L A'Jotel. has bee.n in operation
S LGS B S TREas of American history.” Southwest by car!” RS

America in comfort!”

“Come experience local
history!”

37



chapter 3
@ Twin Arrows Trading Post
Flagstaff, AZ.

built in 19405, thename

change was inspired by
nearby town of Two Guns,
“Come get so irs
— a2 tic goods!”

abandonned in 1995
buildings in ruined state

|
|

TWIN ARROWS TRADING POST

tracing histories

arrows built to attract visitors to trading post
land currently owned by Twin Arrows Navajo
Cusino, who restored the arrows in 2009

“We are in Native American
territory, come check us out!” -

38
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chapter 3

tracing histories
Rock Fountain Tourist Court
Springfield, MO.
cottage style’ tourist court opened around 1945, Listed o-n National Register of Historic
[frame construction with masonry veneer of various Places in 2003 )
i today they are Melinda Court Apartments, a
types of vernacular Ozark sand stone construction

long-term rental property

“Your home away from home!”




chapter 3 tracing histories
Munger Moss Motel 0 Wigwam Village Motel no. 7
Lebanon, MO. San Bernadino, CA.

built in 1946, continuously operating

built by owners of Munger-Moss Sandwich Shop
in Devil’s Elbow down the road with a gas station
sign original and restored

“Come stay at a mom and pop

motel with a rich American | | building patented by Frank Redford,

history!” constructed in Kentucky in 1937,
Chester Lewis bought rights and built in the
West, this was the last village built.

“Come experience part of American history!”

typical cabins expanding
until overlapping

FHo 180400400 00 MOV EH 000 M0 RO NN P et 800000000000 S48 000040000 00 D0 000 1P 00000000004

ANV NN Y
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chapter 3 tracing histories

made of wood frame construction
covered with stucco

28’

e A

32

V “WigWam” because it sounded
better than teepee...

W 1G WAM GET YOUR KICKS ON ROUTE 66

A MOTEL T

Stree 1940 " 66 ) ATTRACTION

sign

“Have you slept in a Wigwam lately?” “We’re American!”

2OEHG S HEPVFONGVE B4 660060 000000

GET YOUR KICKS ON ROUTE 68

A A
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chapter 3

WigWam “Village” layout
“Authentic layout!”

/4»/ »

Vi Y

tracing histories

OLD ORIGINAL \u
THE G, SUPPLIGER CO, Collmswill, IL \
“I'm a ketchup bottle.
Ketchup is important here!”

(
restored to original condition
in 1995 by preservation
groups!
water tower for Brooks Catsup
Bortling Plant builr in 1949,
and remained after the plant
moved in 1971

Brooks Catsup Bottle Water Tower
Collinsiville, IL.

\

holds 640,000
(regular) bottles
worth of ketchup!

170°!
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chapter 3
66 Drive-In Theatre
Carthage, MO.

opened 1949 in the post-war, auto-centric boom

“I am a Drive-In Theatre on Route
66, come watch a movie!”

tracing histories

closed 1985 due ro unpopularizy,
66 Q(!ELMENZ IN reopened in 1997, listed on

T - National Register of Historic
e T—— Places in 2003
‘ ‘ “50s Nostalgia”

DRIVE-IN
THEATRE

48
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chapter 3
@ McDonald’s Golden Arches
Upland, CA.

The building was designed with the idea of arches to attract

customers to the McDonald brothers revolutionary “speedee

service system” (fast food). The 25’ parabolic “golden arches”

were born in the 50s, eliminated from buildings in 1960,
drive-thru added later and now mainly survive in the logos ‘M.

“Come through the Golden Arches!”

tracing histories

*not Paul Bunyan for copyright purposes
Fiberglass structure modeled after
folklore giant, usually replacing his axe
with mufflers, here he holds a hot dog.
Many “Muffler Men” appear across the

U.S. selling various things.

“I'm an courageous strong

American!” - Paul Bunyon*
Y formerly located in Cicero, IL outside

Bunyon'’s Hotdogs before closing in 2003
“The best hotdogs!”

Muffler Man with Hotdog

Atlanta, IL.

50
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chapter 3
Blue Whale of Catoosa

Catoosa, OK.

Originally private, however dur to Former Tulsa zoo director built this

popularity it was opened to public, adding whale as a gift to his wife for their 34th
sand a enlarging pond. wedding anniversary.

Closed in 1988, resored in 2000s by locals! The couple ran an alligator farm, and
his Acoma Indian Brother-in-law’

Indian trading post.
“Come play!”

®

tracing histories
The Biggest Cross in Texas,

The Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Groom, TX

| scaled cross

N
1907 |

i

52

53



chapter 3 tracing histories
@ Welcome to McCook Sign
McCook, IL.

' originally intended to be a spiritual
billboard (because upset by the

surrounding “adult entertainment” ads),
the cross ministries ended up building

ILLINOIS |

the largest cross in Texas in 1995 built in 2013 in a town of 200 to draw on
“RELIGION!” route GG history and associate itself with
the Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas Sign
“Welcome to our fabulous city!” “Don’t forget...Route 66!”

says Welcome on both sides...
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learning from route 66

giga.ntic

miniature

56

chapter 3

elevated

grouﬁd

tracing histories

multiple

single
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chapter 3
operation testing

These operations transform the 16 objects to
heighten and understand the effect and mean-
ing they produce. They become iterations,
versions, translations of the originals, much the
like the copying and simulating effect in the
Route. Based on the way these objects exist on
each spectrum today, the qualities are flipped.

objects as sign

Brovks Catsup Bottle Witter
Tower, Collinsville, I1.

Wigieam Village #7,
San Bernaddino, CA.

Muffler Man with Hotdog,
Atlanta, IL.

Version 0
original”
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Tivinis Arrows Trading Post,
Hlagstaff, AZ.

tracing histories

buildings as sign

signs as sign

CONOCO Station,
Shamrock, TX.

Historic Rock Fountain Court, £l Viido Motel,
Springfield, MO. Albuguergue, NM.

Blue Whale of Catvosa, Standard Oil Gas Station,
Catoosa, OK. Odell, L.

McDonald no. 100, Phillips 66 Station #473,
Upliandl, CA. Tirdsa, OK.

Welcome to McCook Sign,
McCook, IL.

Munger Moss Motel,
Lebanon, MO.

66 Drive In Theatre,

Carthage, MO.

Blue Swallow Motl,
Tecwrncari, NM.

A3

Biggest Cross in Texas,
Groom, TX.
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chapter 4

PLAYING

Departing from the research, with
an interest to simulate how archi-
tectural objects construct reali-
ties, narratives, and identities, the
researched systems are used to
make a game that would generate
endless variations and Alternate
Americanism objects.

A world with rules as idiosyncratic
as those of Route 66 to transform
architectures on the route in an
Americanish place that plays out
a new history each time. With
architecture and meaning be-

ing closely tied to their historic
contexts, the game allows us to
alter historical timelines to create
an alternate histories which can be
traced in the architectural objects
produced. The goal is to reveal the
agency of architectural characters
in actively crafting our environ-
ment through meaning, culture,
and identity and speculates on
ways we can operate within these
Alternate Americanims. A series
of games were made to get at
these questions:

“In play there is something “at play” which transcends the immediate needs of life and imparts meaning to the action. All play means something.” include?

60

Johann Huizinga, Homo Ludens

playing
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chapter 4

take 1

How does rearranging and recombining objects chang-
es their meaning or the place they create?

62

playing

63



64

chapter 4

A. OBJECTIVE: have the most points at the end of the game!
B. SET UP: select your characters (2 total)

P - In a clockwise order, select one character
rl ] > /{?\\
* )
I
A ; rolld dice and
roll to see who goes ﬁrf‘,l,_ 3 find corresponding character
A\
® 6
W

L |
‘ |
‘ |
/

Zduildng 3 Ogeat Asign 5 Balding. 6 Ogtec 75

‘
k
&
3
2
&
3

after last player selects first character, they select their second character
and order reverses until everyone has 2 characters

take 2

playing

How can constructing landscape through tiles and
characters be a way to both simulate and construct

variation places?

C. PLAY: i) build initial road

Begin playing in a clockwise direction

/’ \‘ 4
f:II_i : i
\ mul |

\ }

shuffle 8 initial tiles (with #s 1-8 on back)
(if more than 4 playing,
= add number of tiles from
bag so that each player
gets 2 tiles)

player 1 drawos first tile,
fips, and starts board

watar

tiles with different landscapes and roads and resources

resource collecred when #1 rolled!

(78 tiles rotal)

9 possible spors .

road

players construct board

place character if you wish

\> player 2 draws next tile and places it
-roads must touch roads
-corresponding fields must touch matching
[frelds unless a fence exists on edge
place character if you wish

SR
0 Watex

—— Bond

= W Feace

O.ﬁxmn

= Objects  must be placed in field

. = Buildings  must be placed in field
. = Signs miust be placed on road

color coded pieces
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chapter 4

C. PLAY: D BBt vond LT TIA
A
LN

place first road, next player repeats

must place on either end of the road ;
no U-turns!

continue until each player has played 2 tiles

take 2

C. PLAY: iii) begin play!

- - —> draw a tile from bag and place, may play piece if you wish

— -) roll dice (ved and blue)

total = number required to collect specij

resources

depending on the tile your pieces sit on.

A

of spaces signs and

\ ads can move along roads

! .....
|
&
N
S > #i) collect initial resources: every player collects 2 of each resource:
| i BOGBHGLE P
/4\ i BB0O0COE M
‘ B |
: ¢ —“’\1 Bwvent Card!
| || e || cooo
FETEE i BO0H6006 TTTT
0il Bolar & Wind Food Water Tree

collect resources and build the landscape

66

Mo .'o.
o} i L o
% o L SR 1-
i

- f> can trade with other players for resources

:/I/ 7 ~—->  buyplaces

-- —> re-form character

s —> stealing a piece from another player

if you move a piece adjacent to the same spot as the piece you wish to steal,

if 12 is rolled, an event card gets played!

: q) break apart = x2 of any resource --- then break piece apart and place on adjacent spot

add pieces = x2 of any resource - then add piece to your character

playing

yout challenge the character, you both roll a di, whoever is higher gets the other piece.

Alternately, you can pay 3 resources to challenging player to avoid giving up your piece. ¥

ou only capture a part, not the entire piece.

can only challenge once per round

pieces recombine

if you have a piece in a field on this tile,

collect the resource the piece sits on
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chapter 4 playing

take 3

to affect the entire board?

Narional Highway System Formed

CONSUMPTION “Main Street of America” adopted
Dept of Indulgence ‘Phillips Petrolaum gas appropriates 66" and logo, begin building along rours
_ . ,
_Dept. of Eating 7926 : 159
. 5 | |
_Great Consumption Reesc’s 66 bl | Pl = : Reese’s 66 | | Cars Movie released i
.. Established [ 1 | | P | De-Comissioned | | | [
Coalition | | i \ _ g S ! ! [ ‘
| I | ' -= |
| | | | A | | i |
I | | S ‘SIGN-Sﬁ W Sl / | [ i |
b SIGN: Twin Arrows Trading Post 4 =~ ! Dt Careh v - [ / ‘ ! ! ‘
i | Flagsoaff AZ. | ) j : " e M1 ~. gpi{! M\;;ﬂer Man Hulr].ui‘g Hotdog / | I ! )
' } - _ . BLDG: Hlsthnc Rock Fountain Tourist (‘nurt | 1OBJ: anWan{ Village Motelno. 7 ™ s ; ! OBJ: Cross of our Lord Jesus Chlusl Ministries | SIGN: Welcome to McCook
o —77_Spﬁnﬁﬁo | Sor Bermardimor €4— i i 4 Groom, TX. T i McGook, IL
| 1 "Reese’s 66 C T
?rl-[’DGO}I’(Mhps S Setion #4753 . ! OBJ: The World’ Largest Catsup Bofle ' | - < ey B f
uba, e BLDd ElVaduMutel B I | Collinsvidle, I | ; gl ! r e - er Program .
ah" 4 5 A[Euqurrqm, o \:‘ ~L [y ) : j o : i i i | - 7_7_\\
S~ o P
PEANUT T : } 1% |\ /T SIGN: Munger MossMotel || 1 o ( ' Dorito En(crpme ) L ! Gatorade Blue ( Dr. Twinkie D
. . e ' \ \ Lebanon, MO. ' \ | o v —
_National Peanut Service / ! ‘l: oo ST i Y i ; ’4 OBJ: Whale of Catoosa o . —
_National Rescued - : \ ST S @md Syp Gmu@ . th ! [ Fanning, MO.
! ¥ —— e e o
Historic Peanuts o BLDG Standard Oil Gas Station /', - "/ @ or / b ey — e
) 2 Odeli JL.  + 1\ FLLE an o A e
Reese’s 66 Cups 3 S ' Y% iy A 1N+ ' 1 BLDG:McDo ; (_Deparment of the Ind
- ’ v 22 TN (U3 Manufacrurers TR N Upland, CA. ' — R \
T, &F : p ¢ o LTI T ot / I - \
AT : —
T S| e M L - — : - \
S :*:\‘\L o ﬁalff Emagmw ’4 !  Maronal Peanus Semc:) P o ~ \\
- s N p mmpan | - \
A A ‘ |
\ = o ment ./ Presidenrial BRecitive
— I T Order 13783 on Promoting
S ~ Energy Independence

and Economic Growth

CORN

- BLDG: CONOCO Tuw!r Stattdn

_FrltOIaY ) Shamrock, T;{’ , v |
_Henry Frito ey y ; ; ! "
T ’ " pid SIGN: Blue Swallow Motel \
- 7 ’ i Tucumeari, NM. I
7 / ’ -3 ’ |
v ’ o’ ’
’ i o5 ’ .
Ir v ; ’ -
’ 2 ’ -
2 ’ ; ’ o,
)/ . " %] _ -7
/ ’ ’ ’ - & ¥ ~~
; 7 A S ———_ /
N “Tulsa starts promoring irself s thss Prodictini, . & &P S ¥ - LB \\‘ C[;epartment of Bar ‘) / — /
\: ol C"/ Tk pel il s S T R i —— e Y
SYRUP b £330 ar - . ‘ . # / g,
Fritos Assembly Line o f | i
_United Syrup Group i ' J
I S duction by
LS. not participate ugar pros
_United Syrup ) ! Ketchup Prorocol hydraulic fracturing boom
Siweet h‘m Revolution ! } !
Manufacturers !
i T —
First Driven + fast food i / T——_, USislargestcorn /
N .
(White Castle)  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ \\\\ i Lag& Ch\lps 1 S syrup producer
R "*“:1‘“’ f / Teing War -'11
—_— N i
I _\. Com chip sales boom! -

_Lays
_Dorito Enterprise

NEED SALTY

s conols
LEEES ke PEAMT
) aum w.os eshibiishel

/QUESTION:
/NEED SALTH
 SWEET £oian of,
REESEE b6 PamT-

BulTER cwPs echabiithedl

\ 2 ool qwr
"‘,‘,3{‘,‘;‘#» f furup @1
adel | pieie e boand.

peanwtt Dmtl-t. Your
ﬂﬂ‘w erec gtk P Lurvp i
add 1 piee. b et

DRINKS

_COCACOLA
_PEPSICO
_Water Emergency
Pop Company
_Energy Drink
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How can historical events and outcomes be translated




Chapter 5 ! constructing alternate americanisms

chapter 5

CONSTIRUGT;

This leads to the game that sim-

The Game ™

ulates endless alternate Ameri-
canisms in a mirrored framework
of reality. Each game plays out
differently, exploring how each
decision changes the entire built
landscape. It produces alternate
histories and objects. The game
examines the relationship between
meaning and architecture, identity
and the built environment. The
result tells the history of objects in
the built landscape and allows for
understanding and speculation.
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chapter 5 constructing alternate americanisms

Present Reality The Game

A. Historical Events

> Events and Outcomes

event in history

- - N - - = - - The major historical events that
e = T impacted the objects on the route order event occured in history
p g - s are listed chronologically on the
il et game tiles. Each tile has an event
o ey . B “ with an action that happens when
o = puicea? - a character lands on the tile. The

action

tiles are shuffled and drawn in a
random order each game, produc-
ing alternate timelines.

7 \I YELLOW con-
,-' i

' taining character
gets to add 1
piece! object on route 66
Sunset Motel
Villa Ridge, MO

red blue

American Government Oil Production Dwight D. Eisenhower
National Register of Historic Places Henry Ford U.S. Interstates
Route 66 Mass Car Production Auto Boom

B. Object on US Route 66

l§ ST
r' W I |
2 |
u R S W e gy ® |
1. Phillips #473 2, Seandard O 3. El Vado Mutel 4. Bine Swallow 5. Tawin Arrows 6. UDropp fun 7. Rock Fauntain Mater & Munger Moss Mose!
Mol Trading Post Conre
Al TR . — P
9 Wigroam Village #7 10, Warlds Largest 11, 66 Drive fn Theatre 12 MeDanald's # 10 13, Muffler Man 14 Blwe Whale of Catoosa 15, Biggest Cross in Texas 16, Welcome to McCook
Catsup Rorele Halding Hotdog
Characters Pieces
C. Operations > Translations
d bl The operations of the route are
re ue used to translate the objects on
American Government Oil Production Dwight D. Eisenhower |
National Register of Historic Places Henry Ford U.S. Interstates the route into the Cha ra'CterS a nd
Route 66 Mass Car Praduction Auto Boom P|eces based on Under|y|ng, over-
ground elevated multiple single gigantic miniature la pping interest groups.
S > S 2 < 2
1 2 3 4 5 G
16 14 112 2 4 6

Ox6 dxd 252 22 dxd bxb
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chapter 5 constructing alternate americanisms

the game

The game is made of 3 main com-
ponents: the tiles which construct
the landscape, the characters
which play out and create new
histories, and the pieces which

construct these new realities.

ers

The goal is to construct the board
tile by tile from start to finish. You
play through the character moving

from piece to piece, playing out
different historical events which
affect the board. Each game cre-
ates a new timeline, and produces FINISH!
objects that reflect these alternate
histories and new sets of associa-

tions, relationships, and narratives.

ers

@@H@S Goal: Have the most valuable character when someone gets to the FINISH!

1. Select Character, place next to the “"START™, Place the “FINISH in
line with the start as far away as you like. The farther it is, the longer the
game. Roll to determine maost valuable color.

1-2 = red, 3-4 = yellow, 5 - & = blue.
At the end, the most valuable color is worth 2 poinss, and vther colors are
worth 1 point.
Place 2 pieces ar the finish rile.
2. Begin play! A player’s turn consists of:

a) Drawing a tile and place on board ———————— Tile must be placed so rlar it connects to previows tile, This road continues ro
finish". Onee ir meers the finich, riles may be placed anywhere on vhe board.

b) Drawing a piece and place next to tile space ——= Place piece deljtcent to the road tiles. Aded piece to your character when you
land on iss adjacens road space,

<) Rolling the dice® and moving character(s)

Titke combined tocal of dice, OR take individual numbers,. Can move in any
direction. If saking combined tasal; only move 1 chanaceer, if raking individu-
al murnbers in different directions then must move 2 characters. You may split
your character, keeping ai least 1 piece of the oviginal characier. To recombine,
mave both pieces to the same spor.

“The fint turn, players only roll 1 d.

d) Enacting action on piece immediately, collect piece ———  [fthe action causes you 1o move ro another tile, enace thar acrion as well,
if there is one adjacent.

3. Play repeats in clockwise order until a character lands on the

“FINISH” tile. When there are no more tiles or typology pieces, play MISC:
consists of only rolling, Toral up the poinss for your character. player with I “ruip” or “move” ctiims nat possible, eomtine counting up from the # you ure mppose o
highest number wins! st or miove o antsl @ mibered ile is avvslable.

end of game
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the game

This shows the game being played
out step by step.

The game exists digitally as an
augmented reality game where the
world of the game and real life can
coincide and allows for the game to
be played in varying environments.

Begin play! A player'slirn consists of:
= .)%..Zin; N placing on board.
b) Drawing a piece and placing next to » tile space.

ALTERNATE AMERICANISMS ™

#) Drawing a tile and plsging

b) Drawing a piece and placing next to a tile space.
€) Rolling the dice and moving the character(s).

d) Enacting action on picce, collect adjacent pisces.

1
e to closest |
piece.

ALTERNATE AMERICANISMS ™

Game continues until a player reaches the fim'sh

ALTERNATE AMERICANISMS ™

76

chapter 5

ALTERNATE AMERICANISMS ™

Begin play! A player}
8 Drrings e ol
b) Drawing a piece and placing next to s tile space.
<) Rolling the dice and movii

ALTERNATE AMERICANISMS ™

#) Drawing a tile and BISCing on Boards

cing next to a tile space.
©) Rolling the dice and moving the character(s).
d) Enacting action on piece, collect adjacent pieces.

ALTERNATE AMERICANISMS ™

constructing alternate americanisms

red is most valuable!

ALTERNATE AMERICANISMS ™

Play ‘continues clockW ise until character reaches
Finish!
s) Draving a tile and placing on board.
& piece and plac

ALTERNATE AMERICANISHS- 3

€
<) Rolling and maving character (s).

Game continues until a player reaches the finish

Begin play! A player'sil
i A

ALTERNATE AMERICANISMS ™

Play ‘continues clo vise until character reaches
4 ]
Finish!
s) Draving a tile and placing on board.

ALTERNATE AMERICANISMS ™

ALTERNATE AMERICANISMS ™



chapter 6 alternate americanisms

ATLERNATE AMERICANISMS

The Alternate Americanim objects

contribute to a database of ever
expanding objects, each contain-
ing a profile. The profile shows the
history, timeline, narrative, and
object produced for each alternate
reality.

America’s Main Street...
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CATSUP #953

@) multiplied + ground catsup

STARTING PIECE

Worlds Largest Catsup Botdle
Collinsoile, IL.

This 170 fi. tall water tower was
built for the Brooks Catsup plant
in 1949, remained affer the plant
moved in 1971, and was restored
by the the Catsup Bottle Preserva-
tion Group to its original condi-
tion in 1995. On National
Register of Historic Places in 2002.

80

- 1/4 Catsup

@ ‘mini cross

Biggest Cross in Texas
Groom, TX.

This 190" cross buils by Steve Thomas
of Cross Ministries in 1995. It was
originally going 1o be a spiritual

billboard due to “adult advertisements”

Sfrom the increased traffc on adjacent
interstate,

Extreme Flooding
> Leave 1 YELLOW piece
here

chapter 6

O multiple rigs

OK’s Tallest non-operating Oil Rig
Elk City, OK.

One of 3 rigs designed to dyill wells for
nuclear bomb testing in 1969 in Tulsa.
Eventually used for conventional oil
drilling, then donated in 91 when
retired, sits next to former oil and
present natural bistory museun

@ elevated rocker

Worlds Largest Rocking Chair on
Route 66

Fanning, MO.

commissionedby the Route 66 Trading
Outpost to beas the Guinness World
Record, held from April Fools
2008-2016. Built from steel pipe, at
over 42" tall it weights 27,500 bs!

Biggest Cross in Route 66 Corridor

Texas built

RED piece.

Preservation Program est.
-, Move back to closest

Lazy A Motel

Springfield, IL.

Built in 1948, this U shapped building
was designed in Southwestern vernacu-
lar style. Motel closed in 19905, and is
used as aparements. On National
Resign in 1994.

IPCC est. ... Kyoto Protocol
Climate Change Agreement
N

and place on road.

—  Remove RED and BLUE
picce from closest opponent

multiplied CONOCO

(@ multiplied Cross

CONOCO U-Drop Inn

Shamrock, TX.

unique example of art deco on commer-
cial roadside architecture built in
1936. Closed in 19905, appeared on
National Register in 1997 and subse-
quently bought by bank and given 10
the city. Inspired “Ramoncs House” in
2006 Cars, also restored in 2006,

Biggest Cross in Texas

Auto BOOM!

> Move to closest

@ clevated orange

Bono's Giant Orange
Fontana, CA.

This orange that once sold orange juice,
now sits wnused next to an abandonned
Bonos; Iulian Restaurant. These gians
orange juice stands began appearing in
1926 along Route 66 in California,
this is the only surviving one. (not the
original location)

President Eisenhower: Biggest Cross in Texas

Federal Aid Highway bui

> Swap places with
character on #29!

t

@ gigantic windmill

The Mill Muscum
Lincoln, IL.

opened in 1929 as a sandwhich stand,
the restaurant, now museum in the
Route 66 Asaciation of linos' Hall of Fame
06

Cars movie released

= Add # of RED pieces to
road equal to the # of

DEN Ao

@ elevated court

Rock Fountain Court

Springfield, MO.

‘cottage style’ tourist motor court opened
around 1945 with vernacular ozark
sandstone construction. Listed on
National Register of Historic Places in
2003, now Melinda Court Apart-
ments, a long-term rental property

alternate americanisms

@ elevated Kan-O-Tex

Kan-O-Tex Service Station

Galena, KS.
Opened in 1934, bypassed in 1979 by
a new alignment, it sat vacant until it
was bought an restored by 4 women in
2007. It is now called “Cars on the
Route” emphasize the conection to
“Cars” the movie... Now a diner and
store with memorabilia of Route 66
and “Cus”

@ elevated wigwam

Wigwam Village #6
Holbrook, AZ.

Design patented by architect Frank
Redford built in Kentucky in 1937.
Arizona motel owner Chester Lewis
visited and bought the rights. Called
Wigwam because it allegedly sounded
better than reepee...

Underwater Commun
buile

“~ Ifblue, steal from

closest opponent

with fewer picces.

es

grounded sign

End of the Trail Sign

Santa Monica, CA

Original end of trail was North at
Lincoln and Olympic, now on Santa
Monica Pier, the Westernmost city in
California. Built in 2009, solidifying
the public notion that the route ended
at the pier.

Oil Boom

“— Every YELLOW piece
gets another YELLOW
biece!

O muliciplied stations

Lucille’s Service Station

Hydro, OK.

Built in 1929, “Lucille”, aka mother of
the mother road, operated and lived above
in this porch bungalow crafismenesque
style from 1941-2000. Restored but not
in operation. National Register in
1997. Inspired “Lucilles Roadhouse’ in
Weatherford.
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CATSUP #953

82

Catsup #953 exists in a world where
drilling for oil is the new frontier, with
more untouched lands than ever freed up
to drill on. Extreme flooding occurs more
frequently but luckily the Route 66 Pres-
ervation Program is established to save
what it deems significant here. With a re-
newed nostalgic America, an age of auto
is reinvigorated into the American culture
to see the sights. More oil drilling and
extreme weather doesn’t deter drivers on
the route, until it’s decommission when all
energy must be spent on more oil.
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In this time, gas stations and extreme
weather are on the rise while America’s
‘mother road’ is decommissioned as more
money is poured into oil by the govern-
ment. Cars the movie tries to bring back
the Route’s former glory only to have it
stuck in a loop of being decommissioned
over and over. Roadside structures have
evolved to cater to the now excessively
auto-centric culture where experiencing
‘place’ is largely though the car. The gov-
ernment keeps profiting and reinvesting,
oil continues to boom.
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Here, the government is investing money
in oil as underwater and above ground
communities are built in anticipation of
rising sea levels. An oil embargo makes
oil but not gas stations scarce because
there’s word that the automobile industry
is about to ramp up production. A war
on oil soon breaks out. After the war is
over, and conditions are agreed upon to
prevent conflicts, new gas stations are
established. Cycles of war and new oil
discoveries and industries ensue, leading
other objects to get bigger and bigger to
stand out amongst the gas stations.
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stills from animation

chapter 6

Phillips #673

stills from animation
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Catsup #953

stills from video
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Architecture is actively crafting reality, culture, and identi-

ty. It is simultaneously constructed from and constructing
meaning. Route 66 exists as an American invention, ruin,
and manifestation of American Identity. The objects on the
Route sit innocently on the landscape, covering their com-
plex histories and power networks, and present the history
of the American landscape that will be remembered.

Alternate Americanims shows the agency of architectural
objects in creating new realities, identities, and histories.

The game reflects and translates alternate histories to proj-
ect alternate versions of reality. It examines the relationship
between meaning and architecture, identity and the built
environment. It tells the history of the built landscape and
allows for understanding, reflection, and speculation. Each
game plays out differently, and parallels the frameworks of
our reality to create endless

Alternate Americanisms.
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