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“But, it’s been published!” 
Depositing your articles in Dominican Scholar 
Just because you’ve published your article, doesn’t mean that you can’t deposit a version your 

scholarship in an institutional repository.  

Michael Pujals, MLIS dominican.scholar@dominican.edu 

 

hen you publish an article, you’ll 

often sign a contract with the 

journal’s publisher that will let 

you know what you can and 

cannot do with your work after publication. 

That may include whether you can reuse it 

in the classroom, send it to colleagues, or 

post it in an institutional repository. 

Publishers also recognize that your article 

may go through several versions on your 

way to publication: 

1. The Author’s Pre-print 

2. The Author’s Post-print 

3. The Published Version 

Publishers usually have rules on what you 

can do with each version and those rules 

vary from publisher to publisher. 

The Author’s Pre-print 

The pre-print is the version of the article that 

has yet to go through peer-review; it’s that 

final draft you’ll send to the journal to start 

the peer-review process. 

Most journals will allow you to deposit the 

pre-print in a repository. There may be 

hesitation to deposit the pre-print because it 

hasn’t gone through the peer-review and 

authors may be wary of posting research 

before publication.   

It is becoming more common to post the 

pre-print in to speed up communication and 

research in a given field. This is most 

common in physics and mathematics and 

it’s becoming more common in biology and 

chemistry. 

The Author’s Post-print 

The post-print (aka the author’s accepted 

manuscript) is the version article after the 

article has gone through peer-review; it’s 

the final draft, ready for publication. 

Publishers will often allow you to deposit 

this version in an institutional repository.  

You may be able make it immediately 

available or you may have to have a 

delayed release before it’s publicly 

accessible, depending on the publisher’s 

policies. 

Hold on to your post-prints (get a copy from 

the first author on your paper if it’s not you).   

The Published Version 

The published version of the article is final 

version after peer-review that has been 

W 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:dominican.scholar@dominican.edu


Archbishop Alemany Library  Brief 02-02-2021.02 

 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 

License. 

formatted by the publisher and appears in 

the journal.  

Most publishers won’t allow you to post this 

version of the article. 

Creative Commons Licenses 

Some articles are published under a 

Creative Commons (CC) license. CC 

licensing allows you to share your work in a 

less restrictive way than traditional 

copyright. If a journal offers CC licensing, it 

means that you can post the published 

version the article in a repository. 

How Do You Know What You 

Can Do? 

Depending on the journal, you might sign 

over many of your rights as an author with 

limitations on how you can use your article; 

this information should be in the author 

agreement.  You can usually find these 

rules on a journal’s website. 

You might consider trying to alter your 

contract with the publisher so that you retain 

some of your author rights.  

Be sure to read your author agreements; 

they stipulate how you can use your article, 

or versions of your article, once it’s been 

published. Keep a copy of your agreements 

so that you can refer back to them later. 

When You Publish 

1. Keep a copy of the post-print (AKA 

the author’s accepted manuscript) 

and send a copy to the University’s 

Scholarly Communications Librarian 

2. Negotiate with the publisher to retain 

your rights 

3. Keep a copy of your author 

agreement 

 

Resoures 

SPARC Author Addendum 

Use the Author Addendum from 

SPARC to retain some of your 

author rights. Download and fill 

out the addendum and attach it 

to your contract. Include it as 

part of the contract negotiation 

process; the worst that can 

happen is that the publisher 

says “No.” 

Go to Author Addendum 

SHERPA/RoMEO 

SHERPA/RoMEO is an online 

database of publisher copyright 

policies that lets you know how 

you can use your articles after 

publication. 

Go to SHERPA/Romeo 

Creative Commons 

Creative Commons copyright 

licenses allow you to share your 

work, easily, and under 

conditions of your choosing.  

Go to Creative Commons 
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