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The research of “a good wife and a wise mother” in the French colonial period in Vietham
-Focusing on Women’s Herald issues published in the 1930s-

ARAI Yuko

Abstract

In Vietnam, the theory of “a good wife and a wise mother” appeared in 1908. In contrast, when
discussing the ideal female image, “a wise mother and a chaste wife (me hién vo thdo)” and “a
wise mother and a filially pious daughter-in-law (me hién dau thao)” were used instead of ” a good
wife and a wise mother” in East Asia. The phrase “a good wife and a wise mother” in Vietnam is
not simply a term, but is also representative of the ideal female image.

In 1918, Ni¢ gioi chung (Women's Bell) was the first to use “a wise mother and a filially pious
daughter-in-law.” This editorial department focused on women’ s domestic roles as wife, mother,
and daughter-in-law in addition to their social role. The articles portrayed women in key positions,
women who contributed to their villages, and women who were active on the battlefield.

“A wise mother and a chaste wife” and “a wise mother and a filially pious daughter-in-law”
was used frequently in Women s Herald (Phu Nit Thoi Pam), which was published in 1930. At
the beginning, they said that women should engage in roles as wives and mothers. They gradually
advocated for the role of women in society, such as through participation in philanthropic and
economic activity. They continued to raise the two phrases “wise mother and chaste wife”” and “wise
mother and a filially pious daughter-in-law” as ideals. These two phrases were rejected after Phan
Khoi became chief editor in 1933.

Until now, in Vietnamese women’s research, the debate on women’s issues has been said to
have been strongly influenced by Marxism starting in the early the 1930s. Focusing on Women's
Herald, this paper shows that this theme was discussed from a variety of perspectives, at least until
1934,
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