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An Analysis of the Morphological and Semantic Characteristics of “X-HATSUGEN”
Having Words, Phrases, and Sentences as Initial Elements

[ZUMI daisuke

Abstract

This paper examines “X-HATSUGEN” having words, phrases, and sentences as initial elements,
and aims to empirically describe their morphological and semantic characteristics based on actual
examples and then elucidate the mechanisms that underpin the formation of “X-HATSUGEN”
having sentences as an initial element.

Normally, the initial element in a compound word is no larger than a word, but in the case of
“HATSUGEN,” many examples are observed in which it follows not only words but also larger
phrases and sentences. Prior studies have not clarified why exceptional forms like this can be
created.

This paper discusses these mechanisms from the perspective of the nature of quotation.
Quotation refers to the act of presenting something equivalent to the actual utterance, in which the
quoted form is a copy of the real thing (the actual utterance). Accordingly, the quoted form acts
as an indicating symbol (icon) by representing (imitating) the object, unlike the ordinary symbols
created by naming and abstraction.

Given that the initial element of an “X-HATSUGEN” having a sentence as an initial element
is a quotation of an actual utterance, the sentence that has become an icon due to the nature of
quotation is used for the initial element of the compound word as a single block. This mechanism

supports the creation of ungrammatical compounds.
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