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Located on the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station (CCAFS) on the eastemn coast of
Florida (see Figure 1 below). Quarterman, or 8BR223. is a prehistoric and historic archacological
site that is currently threatened by rising sea levels. As a result., the Cultural Resource

Management Program was created by the 45" Space Wing to salvage and preserve whatever

possible of this site and others like it before they
are lost to the Atlantic and the Banana River.

Under the CRM program, the Cape Canaveral

Archaeological Mitigation Project (CCAMP) was

founded by director Thomas Penders as a
partnership between the 45" Space Wing and the
University of Central Florida, tasked with
preserving the history and contextual information
discerned from the arca. Alrcady on Scason III of
its cfforts to survey, excavate, and analyze parts
of the Cape, Quarterman is the next site to be
investigated. With the creation of basic, natural

and archacological feature maps, the spatial ‘ e
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representation of 8BR223 can be preserved long Figure 1. Map showing the location of Cape
Canaveral and 8BR223 in Florida (Gaba 2008).

after the site itself is flooded.

Quarterman Site Background
The Quarterman Site was named after one of the first pioneering families to settle on

Cape Canaveral in the mid-nineteenth century, making it an important location in local history.




George M. Quarterman moved to the Cape in the 1860s and received 60 acres of land through a
homestead claim to the US government in 1882 [JJl] 2019: Levy 1984). He married Anna
D. Burnham in 1879 and spent his life maintaining orange groves with his brother Orlando A.
Quarterman and operating the Cape Canaveral lighthouse, which his son Oscar Floyd
Quarterman took over upon his retirement (- 2019). The Quarterman family continued to
own the land until 1950 when the property was bought by the United States Air Force (Penders
2014). Up until then, the land now designated 8BR223 was used as the family graveyard where
at least five known members and two dogs are buried. The site currently includes the Quarterman
South Cemetery and the Quarterman North Cemetery, known as 8BR2356 and 8BR23535,
respectively. Together, these cemeteries and the site as a whole are located on the western side of
Cape Canaveral along the Banana River. In regard to the Air Force station, they are north of Fuel
Storage Area 2 and south of the CCAFS Industrial Area (Penders 2014).

Furthermore, numerous test unit excavations have been conducted at Quarterman Site
over the years as components of larger surveys of the Florida Power & Light transmission line
corridor and of high-probability historic properties. Resource Analysts, Inc. (RAI) first recorded
the site in 1982. During surface collections and shovel probing of the transmission corridor, the
agency found evidence of aboriginal activity, dating to the Malabar I and II periods in addition to
a significant historical component, which included “domestic and outbuilding ruins, a stucco or
cement wall casing, a stove pavement, and extensive trash dumps south of where the Quarterman
house once stood™ (Levy 1984: Voorhies 1993: 3). Later. in 1992 and 1993, 8BR223 was
revisited by New South Associates (NSA) who conducted surface inspections on exposed ground
in the transmission corridor and the two cemeteries while also digging equally spaced shovel test

pits inside of transects. The findings heavily concurred with RAI's evaluation: “The prehistoric







and optically-stimulated luminescence (Penders 2014). This work is ongoing and continues even

in the current season.

"Quartermani
Cove

Figure 2. Map showing the location of 8BR223 and the correct boundaries (Penders 2014).

Research Design

With ficldwork at 8BR223 beginning in carnest this scason, onc of the primary goals of
the Cape Canaveral Archacological Mitigation Project was to establish a basic sitc map denoting
natural and cultural features. Areas recorded include but are not limited to the North and South
Quarterman cemeteries. the modern security building foundation, the vegetation line. and the
road running through the site. The finished products are thus preliminary maps that can aid future
research at Quarterman and can be updated and added to as site boundaries are finalized and
more features are uncovered. In addition, this project was necessary because there are no US
Geological Survey maps that include all of the site’s features. Satellite images are also not

sufficient due to the expansive vegetation obstructing the site from above.




Due to the sensitive nature of the mapping equipment, the Phase I archacology conducted
during the season. whose components include transects, shovel test pits (spaced 25 meters apart
on transects), and presumed archacological features, could only be documented in a parallel
project utilizing a Trimble GPS as they were located farther into the vegetation. Additional
projects that took place at Quarterman utilized GPR, shovel probing, metal detecting, and

historical research that was conducted on the individuals buried within the cemeteries (JJjjjj

2019; Ruby 2019: [ 2019).

Methodology

To create a digital map of the Quarterman Site, two complex pieces of equipment were
used: the Topcon GTS-230 Total Station and the TDS Recon Data Collector. The process by
which this was achieved equated to giving the terrain a preliminary walking survey and then
progressively mapping the site several portions at a time. Additionally. because this equipment is
among the most accurate and up-to-date pieces of mapping technology. much of this section is
dedicated to explaining the mechanical steps taken to conduct the project.

The Topcon Total Station is an extremely precise instrument that can collect coordinate
and clevation data up to within a fraction of an inch. Combined, this data represents individual
points in space which are stored in large files on the TDS Data Collector. This secondary device
is a multi-purpose mobile tool that, through an application called Survey Pro. is responsible for
remotely setting up and controlling all Topcon tasks through a Bluetooth connection. These tasks
include orienting the total station in space, creating an arbitrary (X, y, z) coordinate plane for the

points, and finally, creating the points themselves.
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Results and Discussion
This project resulted in several digitally-rendered maps. depicting both natural and
cultural features at the Quarterman Site. While difficult to see its contents at full scale, the main
representation of 8BR223 comprises both Quarterman North and Quarterman South Cemetery,

which are surrounded by black. metal fencing at either ends of the map (see Figure 3).

Quaterman Site Map (8BR223)
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Figure 3. Map of 8BR223.
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In terms of natural features, the vegetation barrier is outlined in green and landmark trees
are depicted as palms or oaks. Visible down to the bottom of the map is the dirt road leading into
the site and the edge of the highway that runs through CCAFS, Cape Road. South of the site road
is the remaining foundation of the early CCAFS security building, which was torn down when
the department was moved closer to the Industrial Area. Near the top of the map, a small gray
square represents the only directly accessible FP&L transmission pole at the site. The corridor
maintains a 10 meter-wide gap in the vegetation as it runs north and southwest for several more
miles: thus. is responsible for the road that allows access to the northern portion of the site. Not
labeled on the diagram are the five datums used to map Quarterman: however, locating the
aforementioned GPS coordinate leads to the sharp corner in the vegetation line down by the
Quarterman South Cemetery: again, this is Datum 1.

Within in the Quarterman South Cemetery (see Figure 4), there are three graves, but only

the end two burials have footstones. These belong to Mary Ann Quarterman (1817-1878).

Quarterman South Cemetery Map (8BR2356)
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William George Myddleton Quarterman (1816-1869), and Verginia W. Quarterman (1888-

1888). respectively. Mary A. Quarterman. previously Mary A. Grant. was the wife of W.G.M.

Quarterman. The couple married in 1839 in Glynn County Georgia and was reported to have had

cight children, though two are thought to have been bom out of wedlock (i 2019). Both

George M. and Orlando A. Quarterman are their sons, and they moved to Cape Canaveral some

years before W.G.M.’s death. The infant Verginia’s relationship to the other Quartermans is

unknown, but she was potentially a granddaughter to Mary and W.G.M. ([ 2019).

In the Quarterman North Cemetery (see Figure 5), there are four graves. The two

identified burials are
marked by both the
remains of their original
brick headstones and new
wooden crosses donated
by the CCAFS. They
belong to Anna Dummet
Quarterman (1859-1945)
and George Myddleton
Quarterman (1853-1923).
Anna’s maiden name was
Burnham: however, in
1879, she married George
M. Quarterman, and seven

years prior, her sister

Quarterman North Cemetery Map (8BR2355)
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13

Jerusha Catherine married George's brother, Orlando A. Quarterman. Both sisters were the
daughters of Captain Mills Olcott Burnham, the original lighthouse keeper of Cape Canaveral
@ 2019). George M. Quarterman obtained this title after the Captain’s death; thus, the
cross marking his grave is denoted with an image of a lighthouse. Anna and George Quarterman
also had three children: Annice Quarterman, George M. Quarterman Jr., and Oscar Floyd
Quarterman. Oscar replaced his father as lighthouse keeper upon the latter’s retirement (N
2019).

On the far side of the cemetery there are two unknown graves. However, during an
interview with Florence Quarterman (maiden name Wilson and wife of Oscar F. Quarterman) on
March 29", 1971, the widow described the locations and burials of her and her husband s
families in addition to those of several others. Her description included the two unknown graves
in the northern cemetery: “Mrs. Deem’s dogs died. They took a role of wire, put it around the
plot and buried the two dogs. Those are the “unidentified” graves. The other two graves are
across the way...Mrs. Deem put the dogs to sleep when she left™ (Schell 2004). Thus, the two
unknown graves in 8BR2355 belong to two dogs owned by someone that lived on Cape
Canaveral who was not a part of the Quarterman, Wilson, or Burnham families.

Finally, there six unidentified concrete posts in the Quarterman North Cemetery. Their
existence is confusing, given that there are no other death records associated with the site:
however, each post has several holes drilled through it. and together. they create a perimeter
around the two canine graves. Based on historical methods of fencing and Florence
Quarterman’s interview where she mentions the wire that was put up around the plot, it follows
that the concrete posts were meant for fencing. The projected fence layout is depicted in Figure

5.
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