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A Study in The Early History of Zuiganji Templer

Shungen KIMURA

Zuiganji, originally Empukuji, temple is situated in front of the Matsushima bay of Miyagi
prefecture since 1259 as a Zen Monastery opened by Zen Master Hosshin in the Kamakura
period. Again in 1561 Zen Master Jitsudd was invited to this temple by the feudal lord Rusu
from Mino district (now Gifu prefecture) and opened the Mydshihji sect in Mutsu district
(now Miyagi prefecture). Before then Tendai Religion handed down Empukuji temple. But
from Kamakura period Zen religion was transmitted from China and patronized especially
by rulers, that is, the Kamakura government and Kydto dynasty.

We guess the patrons of both Hosshin and Jitsud6 to be Rusu Iyehiro and Rusu Masakage
respectively. The latter removed to Ichinoseki, a little northern town of Miyagi district and
invited his Master Jitsudd again to the Daianji temple. The latter died two years later.
Zuiganji temple was succeded by his disciple Sekimon. But the latter also succeded to his
Master’s temple Daianji, lastly to the Shdjuji temple at Morioka city

Later two Masters of the Zuiganji temple, Y6gan and Kaian, were appointed by his master
Kosai of the Kakubanji temple in Sendai city opened by the lord Date Masamune. He
patronized Zen master Kosai as his teacher and the renewed Zuiganji temple. Rusu family
became a branch of the Date family in Edo period and furthermore was removed to a little
northern town, Mizusawa, together with the Daianji temple. The original Zuiganji temple
nowadays became the center of sightseeing in Miyagi prefecture.

We added the fact of a young Zen monk Soseki (later renowned as Musd) stayed this
temple because his master Muin of the Kenninji temple at Ky6to city became the abbot of
this temple then. Muin is said to be the fifth Master of Zuiganji at Kamakura period. Namely
the temple was attached to the Kenchdji sect at Kamakura period and from Edo period to
Mydshinji sect. Nowadays a monastery belongs to the Zuiganji temple as the most northern
Zen training center.





