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The Relics of Ashihei Hino and Junkichi Mukai as War Correspondents
Junko Fukuda

Abstract

The author traces the work and collaboration of the novelist Ashihei Hino (1907-1960) and
the painter Junkichi Mukai (1901-1995), who were war correspondents during the Great East
Asian War. They first met in 1939. In 1938 Hino, having been awarded the Akutagawa Prize
while serving with his regiment in Hangzhou, got promoted to the press corps. He wrote about
the battle of Xuzhou in Wheat and Soldier and with that book became a best-selling writer.
Mukai’s career was launched during the two years he spent studying in France. He was awarded
the Chogyu Prize in 1933 for 11 works he completed in Europe. Mukai enlisted as a volunteer
painter in China in 1937, and, the same year Hino was called up for military service in China.
Later they served together in the Philippines in 1942, and on the Burma-India front in 1944.
Although they were often face to face with death, they wielded their pen and brush to convey
both wartime and peacetime situations. The realism that characterizes their work remains as
compelling and informative today as it was when the work was created.

From 1948 to 1950 Hino was criticized for his involvement with the military during wartime
and was purged. He came back as a popular writer, but often returned to the War in his writings.
He committed suicide at the age of 52. After the war Mukai was active doing illustrations and oil
paintings of old Japanese farmhouses until his death in Setagaya at the age of 93.

As war correspondents they met a variety of foreign people: enemies, friends, prisoners of
war, spies, and civilians. In Hino and Mukai’s work we can see that the War forced Japanese of
all walks of life to open their eyes to the world outside Japan. Indeed their work seems more
effective in doing this than works created in our globalized era. During the war, war paintings
were welcomed with great enthusiasm and the technique of many oil painters reached its peak.
Hino and Mukai together had a chemistry that allowed them to create works that observe and

preserve the past.
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