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 HIST 624:  
Technology, Environment and Medicine in 
World History, 1500-1900 
 

 
A map of the Panama Canal, ca. 1900—1914. (National Archives, 106-RC-129) 
 
 

 

Class Time 
 

Instructor 
Pronouns 

E-mail 
 

Office 
Office Hours 

Tuesdays 6-9pm ET, Synchronous, Online on Zoom 
 
Rosanna Dent 
She/her/hers 
rdent@njit.edu  
 
Zoom 
Thursday 4-6pm and by appointment.  
Please sign up on my Google Cal to assure a spot. 
 

Overview This course examines the relationship between the emerging modern world system and 
changes in technology, environment, and medicine, with particular emphasis on 
European overseas expansion and its impact in non-Western regions. This semester, we 
will focus specifically on the intimate links of knowledge and power in the history of the 
Americas. Science, technology, and medicine have had broad social and political 
implications for colonial formations. Using the rubrics of history, science and technology 
studies, and social theory, we will ask how different ways of knowing have related to the 
evolving social, political, and economic realities of the Western Hemisphere. Through the 
analysis of the circulation of commodities—e.g. chocolate, silver, and guano—we will 
inquire into the labor and technologies that built the Atlantic world, as well as their dire 
costs. We will ask whose knowledge made science and medicine as we know them 
through historians’ treatment of objects such as maps, specimens, and materia medica.  
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Learning 

Outcomes 
By the end of the course students will: 
 

• Raise new questions regarding the political and social implications of science, 
technology, and medicine in Global History; 

• Identify and summarize key approaches to the history of science, race, nation, 
and technology in the Americas; 

• Apply conceptual frameworks from science and technology studies and other 
areas of social theory to historical analysis; 

• Communicate summaries, questions, and analyses in clear written and oral form; 

• Critically assess method and evidence in historiography. 

 
Readings 

 
All required readings will be available online on Canvas. You may wish to purchase some 
of the books assigned, but we will not be reading whole books in this course so as to 
ensure exposure to a wider range of authors. 

 
Zoom Class 

Meetings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Academic 

Integrity 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our class will meet synchronously at our scheduled time on Zoom. The Zoom details will 
be available on Canvas. In-class participation matters- it is our chance to work through 
challenging texts, close-read together, practice collegial debate and discussion. I also 
recognize we are living in uncertain times. If you are having difficulty attending class, 
please get in touch early and proactively so we can come up with a plan. 
 
Please mute yourselves when not speaking. Sharing video is strongly encouraged if 
bandwidth permits as it will provide us with more visual cues and a better sense of who 
we are thinking with. For privacy concerns, you may wish to put up a background.  
 
Classroom recordings of students are educational records under the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), the U.S. federal law that governs access to educational 
records. Both instructor and students must provide notification if any part of online 
sessions are to be recorded, and such recordings cannot be circulated outside the course. 
 
 
NJIT’s policy is as follows: “Academic Integrity is the cornerstone of higher education and 
is central to the ideals of this course and the university. Cheating is strictly prohibited and 
devalues the degree that you are working on. As a member of the NJIT community, it is 
your responsibility to protect your educational investment by knowing and following the 
academic code of integrity policy that is found at:  
http://www5.njit.edu/policies/sites/policies/files/academic-integrity-code.pdf.   
  
Please note that it is my professional obligation and responsibility to report any academic 
misconduct to the Dean of Students Office. Any student found in violation of the code by 
cheating, plagiarizing or using any online software inappropriately will result in 
disciplinary action. This may include a failing grade of F, and/or suspension or dismissal 
from the university. If you have any questions about the code of Academic Integrity, 
please contact the Dean of Students Office at dos@njit.edu.” 
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Citation 
Expectations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Disability 

Services 
 
 
 

Most importantly, you are here to learn, grow, practice, make mistakes, exchange ideas, 
take risks, debate, discuss, and so on. Academic integrity is about being committed to 
these learning processes and taking responsibility for your own learning. I am here to 
answer questions and help with this process. If in doubt, ask. 
 
 
Scholars communicate their intellectual connections through citation. This is a generative 
practice that allows you to join a broader conversation with those you read and those 
who read you. It is also a way to credit others for their work.  
 
Any words taken directly from a written source (assigned reading, website, book, 
article…) or from another individual (interview, podcast, youtube…) must be in quotation 
marks and cited. ALWAYS. I will work with you to learn how to do this. This matters a 
lot, both to avoid plagiarism and to learn how research works. 
 
In this class we will use Chicago Manual of Style format for citations.  
 
 
Students who have special needs should contact NJIT's Student Disability Services to help 
procure accommodations in completing coursework. The center can be found at 
http://www.njit.edu/counseling/services/disabilities.php.  
 
 

University 
Education in 

Pandemic 
Times 

 

Even if we may be more used to online interactions, social distancing, and life-through-
masks than a few months ago, these are still stressful and uncertain times. We are facing 
many serious issues that will impact different members of our class differently, including 
COVID-19, but also racism, state violence, climate change, and a highly charged political 
climate. Part of what we will do in this class is learn about the historical roots of many of 
the problems we now face. Please be compassionate to others who may be facing 
different challenges from you. Make an extra effort to get to know your classmates. Read, 
discuss, and work together if you can.  
 
If you are struggling with the course for whatever reason, please contact me. I may be 
able to help. I want you to succeed and will help you do so. I also strongly encourage 
students to seek support in different forms, including from the Center for Counseling and 
Psychological Services, and Health Services depending on the challenge.  
 
Furthermore, I urge any student who faces challenges securing food or housing and 
believes this may affect their learning to contact the Dean of Students. And let me know if 
you’re comfortable doing so, because there are ways I may be able to help. 
 
Please see additional Rutgers resources for support and assistance at the end of the 
syllabus. 
 
 
Note: I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus that I deem necessary. 
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Assignments and Grading 
 
Submission: All assignments should be submitted electronically through Canvas.  
 
Late Submissions: Assignments in this course are (1) designed to prepare you for class participation 
and to make class interesting, or (2) scaffolded towards the final projects. I encourage you to meet 
deadlines so that you can get the most out of class work and receive timely feedback. I understand we 
are living in very difficult times, and will be flexible within reason, but there may be deductions in 
grades due to late submission particularly if it becomes a pattern. Please talk to me if you’re struggling 
so I can help you. 
 
Exceptional Circumstances: If there are medical, family, or other pressing issues affecting your ability 
to complete class work, please get in touch with me. I don’t expect you to share details with me, but I 
can help most effectively if you contact me early. I also strongly encourage you to reach out 
proactively to the Dean of Students’ office. 
 
Participation     (60%) 
Weekly Think-Sheets (40%) 
Participation (10%) 
Class Facilitation (10%) 
 
Final Assignment    (40%) 
Annotated Bibliography (10%) 
Final Assignment Part 1 (10%) 
Final Assignment Part 2 (20%) 
 

Grading Scale 
A=  90 to 100  
B+=  88 to 89  
B=  80 to 87  
C+=  78 to 79  
C=  70 to 77 
D=  60 to 69 
F=  59 to 0 
 

Participation (60%) 
Attendance and participation are central to your success in this course. Participation includes 
speaking, listening, and demonstrating careful preparation for class including completing assigned 
readings. Full participation in this class includes:  
 

(a) All students will be required to post a one page single spaced “Think Sheet” on canvas 
discussion board by 11:59pm on Monday of each week. Your “Think Sheet” should address 
the following questions: What are the authors’ main points or arguments? What types of 
evidence do they use and where does it come from? Does the evidence support the main 
arguments, why or why not? What do the authors do well? What is lacking? How do these 
readings relate to other course materials?  

You may miss up to two Think Sheets without penalty. For a high grade, your Think Sheet 
should be thoughtful, address the readings specifically and comprehensively, include 
quotations (Author-Date citation without bibliography is fine for these), and relate the readings 
to the course. Some readings will be very challenging – the Think Sheet is a place to work 
through the readings, so you don’t need to understand everything to write a good Think Sheet.  

(b) In-class participation can take many forms, such as speaking during full-class discussion, 
group work and leadership during class activities, pre-prepared questions or comments, in-
class writing assignments, among other options. It is about quality of engagement with the 
materials and your classmates, not simply quantity.  
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(c) Office hours: All students must meet with me once during the first six weeks of the course 
either in my scheduled office hours or by appointment. This is a chance for us to talk one-on-
one and get to know each other a bit more. It is also a chance to ask questions about the 
course material, broader questions about academia, history, anthropology, or the latest Netflix 
series you are watching (though I probably won’t be very helpful on the last topic!) 

(d) Class facilitation: Students will sign up to help lead one class session. You will prepare a 
guide to the reading, a set of discussion questions, and an opening activity that you will help 
to lead. Guidelines for this assignment will be distributed. 

(e) Attendance and Absences: We are living in particularly difficult times. Now more than ever, 
it’s important to nurture scholarship developed in community through discussion and 
engagement. As such your attendance in class is important both for your own learning and for 
your peers’ and my experience of the course. You grade may be affected if you miss 3 classes, 
and if you miss 4 or more classes (approx. 1/3 of the course) you will fail the class unless you 
take proactive measures to arrange accommodations due to extenuating circumstances.   

If you are concerned about your participation, speak with me during office hours as early as possible 
in the semester. 
 
Final Project (40%)  
 Annotated Bibliography (10%) (due Friday March 5) 

Final Project Proposal (10%) (due Friday March 26) 
Final Project (20%) (due Friday May 7) 

 
The final project for this course will be a “choose-your-own-adventure” assignment along one of four 
tracks: (1) research, (2) teaching, (3) public scholarship, or (4) your choice. In each option, you will 
begin by building an annotated bibliography on a topic of your own interest that is (broadly) related 
to the course. (This could be along geographic, topical, or temporal lines) You will research in peer 
reviewed secondary sources to develop a strong grounding in the literature. You will then develop a 
proposal for (1) a more traditional research essay; (2) a proposal for a course-module (4 weeks, any 
level of instruction); a pitch for an exhibit; or, another proposal of your choosing (in consultation with 
me). In the final part of the project, you will prepare (1) an essay (8-12 pages); (2) a mini-syllabus and 
set of lesson plans, (3) a detailed plan for a public exhibit (in person or online); or (4) a product of 
your choosing (again, in consultation with me).  
 
If you choose option 4, you could consider something that directly contributes to another ongoing 
scholarly pursuit (thesis or future dissertation, grant funding application, publication… etc), or to your 
broader scientific community (if you don’t primarily identify as a student of history). Any project will 
have to engage meaningfully with scholarly sources that you identify. 
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Schedule of Topics and Assigned Readings 
**Think Sheets for the listed readings are due on MONDAY of the week listed** 
 
 

 
Week 1 
 
Tues,	Jan. 19 
 
 

 
Introduction: Knowledge and Colonialism 
 
Krenak, Ailton. Ideas to Postpone the End of the World. Translated by Anthony Doyle. 

House of Anansi Press, 2020. 9-37.  
Kohn, Margaret. “Colonialism.” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2010. First 

Published 2006 . Accessed 15-Dec-2020. 
 
**no think sheet **  
 
These readings are very short (each page of the Krenak piece is tiny), so if you have a 
chance, please read them before class, prioritizing the Krenak piece. 
 
Additional Recommended Resources:  
Beatty, Edward, Yovanna Pineda, and Patricio Sáiz. “Technology in Latin America’s Past and 

Present: New Evidence from the Patent Records.” Latin American Research Review 52, no. 1 
(July 19, 2017): 138–49. https://doi.org/10.25222/larr.46. 

Portuondo, María. "Constructing a Narrative: The History of Science and Technology in Latin 
America." History Compass 7, no. 2 (2009): 500-522. 

Cañizares-Esguerra, Jorge and Marcos Cueto. "Latin American Science: The Long View." NACLA 
Report on the Americas 35, no. 5 (2002): 18-22. Available online: 
https://nacla.org/article/latin-america-science-long-view 

 
 

 
Week 2 
 
Tues, Jan. 26 
 
 

 
Knowledge of the Human (part 1) 
 
Casas, Bartolomé de Las. The Tears of the Indians…. Translated by John Phillips. London: 

Printed by J.C. For Nath. Brook, 1656. 
http://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/20321/pg20321.html [Selection] 

Santana, Alejandro. “‘The Indian Problem’ : Conquest and the Valladolid Debate.” In Latin 
American and Latinx Philosophy: A Collaborative Introduction, edited by Robert Eli 
Sanchez, 36–57. Routledge, 2019. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315100401-3. [21 
pages] 

Viveiros de Castro, Eduardo. The Inconstancy of the Indian Soul: The Encounter of 
Catholics and Cannibals in 16-Century Brazil. Translated by Gregory Duff Morton. 
Prickly Paradigm Press, 2011. [103 pages] 

 
 
NOTE: Monday January 25 is the last day to add or drop a course. 
 

 
Week 3 
 
Tues, Feb. 2 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bureaucratic Knowledge and Race Thinking (part I) 
 
Arendt, Hannah. The Origins of Totalitarianism. Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1973. 158-

221. [63 pages] 
Silverblatt, Irene Marsha. 2004. “Preface.” Modern Inquisitions: Peru and the Colonial 

Origins of the Civilized World. Durham: Duke University Press. [25 pages] 
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Additional Recommended Resources:  
Abrams, P. 1988. “Notes on the Difficulty of Studying the State (1977).” Journal of Historical 

Sociology 1 (1): 58–89. 
Anderson, Benedict. 2006. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of 

Nationalism. New Edition. Verso. 
 
 

 
Week 4 
 
Tues, Feb. 9 
 

 
Bureaucratic Knowledge and Race Thinking (part II) 
 
Silverblatt, Irene Marsha. 2004. Modern Inquisitions: Peru and the Colonial Origins of the 

Civilized World. Durham: Duke University Press. 161-213. [“The Inca’s Witches”; 
“Becoming Indian”, 52 pages] 

Sweet, James H. 2013. Domingos Alvares, African Healing, and the Intellectual History of 
the Atlantic World. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press. 1-8 and 169-189 
[28 pages] http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rutgers-
ebooks/detail.action?docID=655818. 

 
Additional Recommended Resources:  
Weber, Max. “Bureaucracy.” In From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology, 196–244. Edited by Hans 

Heinrich Gerth, and C. Wright Mills. Ulan Press, 2012. 
Martínez, María Elena. “Religion, Caste, and Race in the Spanish and Portuguese Empires: Local and 

Global Dimensions.” In Iberian Empires and the Roots of Globalization, edited by Ivonne del 
Valle, Anna More, and Rachel Sarah O’Toole. Vanderbilt University Press, 2020. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv1675b1b.  

 
 

 
Week 5 
 
Tues, Feb. 16 
 

 
The Body, The Senses, and Sciences of Healing  
 
Gómez, Pablo F. The Experiential Caribbean: Creating Knowledge and Healing in the Early 

Modern Atlantic. Illustrated edition. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 
2017. [Whole book, focus on Intro, Ch 4 and 5.] 

 
Additional Recommended Resources: 
Canning, Kathleen. “The Body as Method?” Gender & History, (Nov. 1999): 499-513. 
Parrish, Susan Scott. “Diasporic African Sources of Enlightenment Knowledge.” In Science and 

Empire in the Atlantic World, edited by James Delbourgo and Nicholas Dew, 281–310. New 
York: Routledge, 2007. 

Fett, Sharla M. Working Cures: Healing, Health, and Power on Southern Slave Plantations. Chapel 
Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2002.  

 
 

 
Week 6 
 
Tues, Feb. 23 
 
 

 
Colonizing Technologies 
 
Norton, Marcy. Sacred Gifts, Profane Pleasures: A History of Tobacco and Chocolate in 

the Atlantic World. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2010. 
Norton, Marcy. “Subaltern Technologies and Early Modernity in the Atlantic World.” 

Colonial Latin American Review 26, no. 1 (March 2017): 18–38. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/10609164.2017.1287322. 
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Additional Recommended Resources: 
Bigelow, Allison Margaret. Mining Language: Racial Thinking, Indigenous Knowledge, and Colonial 

Metallurgy in the Early Modern Iberian World. Omohundro Institute and University of North 
Carolina Press, 2020. 

Callon, Michel. “Some Elements of a Sociology of Translation: Domestication of the Scallops and 
the Fishermen of St. Brieuc Bay.” In Power, Action and Belief: A New Sociology of Knowledge, 
edited by John Law, 196–229. London, UK: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1986. [Classic STS text 
on “symmetrical” analysis.] 

Safford, Frank. The Ideal of the Practical: Colombia’s Struggle to Form a Technical Elite. University 
of Texas Press, 1976. 

 
 

 
Week 7 
 
Tues, Mar. 2 
 
 

 
Knowledge of the Human (part II) 
 
Wynter, Sylvia. “Unsettling the Coloniality of Being/Power/Truth/Freedom: Towards the 

Human, After Man, Its Overrepresentation--An Argument.” CR: The New Centennial 
Review 3, no. 3 (2003): 257–337. https://doi.org/10.1353/ncr.2004.0015. [80 pages]  

Paquette, Elisabeth. “Wynter and Decolonization.” In Encyclopedia of Educational 
Philosophy and Theory, edited by Michael A. Peters, 1–5. Singapore: Springer 
Singapore, 2016. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-287-532-7_476-1. [5 pages] 

 
Additional Recommended Resources:  
Scott, David, and Sylvia Wynter. “Interview: The Re-Enchantment of Humanism: An Interview with 

Sylvia Wynter.” Small Axe 8 (September 2000): 119–207.  
Jackson, Zakiyyah Iman. Becoming Human: Matter and Meaning in an Antiblack World. New York: 

NYU Press, 2020. 
McKittrick, Katherine, ed. Sylvia Wynter: On Being Human as Praxis. Durham: Duke University 

Press Books, 2015. 
Weheliye, Alexander G. Habeas Viscus: Racializing Assemblages, Biopolitics, and Black Feminist 

Theories of the Human. Illustrated edition. Durham: Duke University Press Books, 2014. 
 
 
**Final Project Annotated Bibliography Due Friday Mar 5** 
 

 
Week 8 
 
Tues, Mar. 9 
 
 

 
Circulation 

 
Safier, Neil. Measuring the New World: Enlightenment Science and South America. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008. [Selection] 
Latour, Bruno. “Visualization and Cognition: Thinking with Eyes and Hands.” Knowledge 

and Society 6, no. 6 (1986): 1–40. [40 pages]  
Interactive Website: “Maps Are Territories,” David Chambers, David Turnbull, and Helen 

Watson. http://territories.indigenousknowledge.org/ 
 
Additional Recommended Resources:  
Safier, Neil. “Global Knowledge on the Move: Itineraries, Amerindian Narratives, and Deep 

Histories of Science.” Isis 101, no. 1 (March 1, 2010): 133–45. 
https://doi.org/10.1086/652693. 

Fan, Fa-ti. “The Global Turn in the History of Science.” East Asian Science, Technology and Society: 
An International Journal 6, no. 2 (July 7, 2012): 249–58. 

Pratt, Mary Louise. Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation. New York: Routledge, 1992. 
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SPRING BREAK 
 
 

 
Week 9 
 
Tues, Mar. 23 
 
 

 
Collection and Classification 
 
Heaney, Christopher. “How to Make an Inca Mummy: Andean Embalming, Peruvian 

Science, and the Collection of Empire.” Isis 109, no. 1 (2018): 1–27. 
https://doi.org/10.1086/697020. [27 pages] 

Lopes, Maria Margaret, and Irina Podgorny. “The Shaping of Latin American Museums of 
Natural History, 1850-1990.” Osiris 15 (2000): 108–18. [10 pages]  

Foucault, Michel. The Order of Things: An Archaeology of the Human Sciences. New 
York: Vintage, 1994. xv-xxiv, 125-165. [49 pages]  

 
Additional Recommended Resources:  
Bowker, Geoffrey C., and Susan Leigh Star. Sorting Things Out: Classification and Its Consequences. 

Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2000. 
Bleichmar, Daniela. Visible Empire: Botanical Expeditions and Visual Culture in the Hispanic 

Enlightenment. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2012. 
Lonetree, Amy. Decolonizing Museums: Representing Native America in National and Tribal 

Museums. Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2012.  
Strasser, Bruno J. “Collecting Nature: Practices, Styles, and Narratives.” Osiris 27, no. 1 (January 1, 

2012): 303–40. https://doi.org/10.1086/667832. 
 
 
**Final Project Proposal Due Friday March 26** 
 

 
Week 10 
 
Tues, Mar. 30 
 
 

 
Visual Epistemologies  
 
Stepan, Nancy Leys. Picturing Tropical Nature. Reaktion Books, 2006. [Selection] 
Bleichmar, Daniela. Visual Voyages: Images of Latin American Nature from Columbus to 

Darwin. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2017. [Selection] 
 
Additional Recommended Resources:  
Cañizares-Esguerra, Jorge. “How Derivative Was Humboldt?” in Colonial Botany: Science, 

Commerce, and Politics in the Early Modern World. Edited by Londa L. Schiebinger and 
Claudia Swan, eds. University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004. 148-165. � 

Daston, Lorraine, and Peter Galison. “The Image of Objectivity.” Representations 40 (October 1, 
1992): 81–128. https://doi.org/10.2307/2928741. 

Poole, Deborah. Vision, Race, and Modernity: A Visual Economy of the Andean World. Princeton, 
N.J: Princeton University Press, 1997. 

Shteir, Ann, and Bernard Lightman, eds. Figuring It Out: Science, Gender, and Visual Culture. 
Hanover, N.H: Dartmouth, 2006. 

 
NOTE: Monday April 5th is the last day to withdraw from a course. 
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Week 11 
 
Tues, Apr. 6 
 

 
Commodities and Commodification 
 
Gootenberg, Paul. Andean Cocaine: The Making of a Global Drug. Chapel Hill: University 

of North Carolina Press, 2008. [Selection] 
Cushman, Gregory T. Guano and the Opening of the Pacific World: A Global Ecological 

History. Illustrated Edition. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2013. [Selection]  
 
 
Additional Recommended Resources:  
Hayden, Cori. When Nature Goes Public: The Making and Unmaking of Bioprospecting in Mexico. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2003. 
McCook, Stuart. Coffee Is Not Forever: A Global History of the Coffee Leaf Rust. Illustrated edition. 

Athens: Ohio University Press, 2019.  
Mintz, Sidney W. Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History. Penguin (Non-

Classics), 1986.  
Rogers, Thomas D. The Deepest Wounds: A Labor and Environmental History of Sugar in Northeast 

Brazil. Univ of North Carolina Press, 2010.  
Schiebinger, Londa. Plants and Empire: Colonial Bioprospecting in the Atlantic World. Illustrated 

edition. Cambridge, MA.: Harvard University Press, 2007.  
 

 
Week 12 
 
Tues, Apr. 13 
 
 

 
Quantification and Accounting  
 
Berry, Daina Ramey. “‘Braod Is de Road Dat Leads Ter Death’: Human Capital and 

Enslaved Mortality.” In Slavery’s Capitalism: A New History of American Economic 
Development, edited by Sven Beckert and Seth Rockman, Illustrated edition. 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2018. 

Rood, Daniel B. The Reinvention of Atlantic Slavery: Technology, Labor, Race, and 
Capitalism in the Greater Caribbean. Illustrated edition. Oxford University Press, 
2017. [Selection] 

Rosenthal, Caitlin. Accounting for Slavery: Masters and Management. Harvard University 
Press, 2019. [Selection] 

 
Additional Recommended Resources:  
Theodore M. Porter, “Quantification and the Accounting Ideal in Science,” Social Studies of Science 

22 (1992): 633–652, reprinted in The Science Studies Reader, ed. Mario Biagioli (New York: 
Routledge, 1999): 394–406. � 

Beckert, Sven, and Seth Rockman, eds. Slavery’s Capitalism: A New History of American Economic 
Development. Illustrated edition. University of Pennsylvania Press, 2018. 

O’Brien, Elizabeth. “Pelvimetry and the Persistance of Racial Science in Obstetrics.” Endeavour, 
Continuity and Change in the History of Mexican Public Health, 37, no. 1 (March 1, 2013): 
21–28. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.endeavour.2012.11.002. 

Santos, Ricardo Ventura. “Guardian Angel on a Nation’s Path: Contexts and Trajectories of Physical 
Anthropology in Brazil in the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries.” Current 
Anthropology 53, no. S5 (2012): S17–32. 

 
 
Week 13 
 
Tues, Apr. 20 
 

 
Technology and “Engineering” Modernity  
 
Lasso, Marixa. Erased: The Untold Story of the Panama Canal. Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 2019.  
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Accommodation and Support Statement:	
 
Rutgers Learning Center (tutoring services):  
Room 140, Bradley Hall. You can contact them at (973) 353-5608, or check their website: 
https://sasn.rutgers.edu/student-support/tutoring-academic-support/learning-center  
 
Rutgers Writing Center (tutoring and writing workshops):  
Room 126, Conklin Hall �(973) 353-5847. The Writing Center has remote tutoring available this semester. You 
can email them at �nwc@rutgers.edu, or check their website:  
http://www.ncas.rutgers.edu/writingcenter  
 
Rutgers University Newark (RU-N) is committed to the creation of an inclusive and safe learning environment 
for all students and the University as a whole. RU-N has identified the following resources to further the mission 
of access and support:  
 
Covid-related Resources: These two links provide a comprehensive list of available resources: 
https://www.newark.rutgers.edu/covid-19-operating-status#SupportingOurStudents; and 
https://myrun.newark.rutgers.edu/covid19 . 
 
For Individuals with Disabilities:  
The Office of Disability Services (ODS) is responsible for the determination of appropriate accommodations for 
students who encounter barriers due to disability. Once a student has completed the ODS process (registration, 
initial appointment, and submitted documentation) and reasonable accommodations are determined to be 
necessary and appropriate, a Letter of Accommodation (LOA) will be provided. The LOA must be given to each 
course instructor by the student and followed up with a discussion. This should be done as early in the semester 

 
Additional Recommended Resources:  
Beatty, Edward. Technology and the Search for Progress in Modern Mexico. Oakland, California: 

University of California Press, 2015. 
López-Durán, Fabiola. Eugenics in the Garden: Transatlantic Architecture and the Crafting of 

Modernity. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2018.  
Otovo, Okezi T. Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 

1850-1945. Reprint edition. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2016. 
Schwarcz, Lilia Moritz. “The Daguerreotype Revolution in Brazil” and “Universal Exhibitions: 

Celebrations of Labor and Progress” in The Emperor’s Beard: Dom Pedro II and the Tropical 
Monarchy of Brazil. Translated by John Gledson. New York: Hill and Wang, 2004.  
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Tues, Apr. 27 
 

 
Class Wrap Up 
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Tues, May 4 
 
May 7 

 
 
 
No Class – Friday Schedule 
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as possible as accommodations are not retroactive. More information can be found at ods.rutgers.edu. Contact 
ODS at (973)353-5375 or via email at ods@newark.rutgers.edu.  
 
For Individuals who are Pregnant:  
The Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance is available to assist with any concerns or potential 
accommodations related to pregnancy. Students may contact the Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance at 
(973) 353-1906 or via email at TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu.  
 
For Absence Verification:  
The Office of the Dean of Students can provide assistance for absences related to religious observance, 
emergency or unavoidable conflict (e.g., illness, personal or family emergency, etc.). Students should refer to 
University Policy 10.2.7 for information about expectations and responsibilities. The Office of the Dean of 
Students can be contacted by calling (973) 353-5063 or emailing deanofstudents@newark.rutgers.edu.  
 
For Individuals with temporary conditions/injuries:  
The Office of the Dean of Students can assist students who are experiencing a temporary condition or injury 
(e.g., broken or sprained limbs, concussions, or recovery from surgery). Students experiencing a temporary 
condition or injury should submit a request using the following link: https://temporaryconditions.rutgers.edu.  
 
For English as a Second Language (ESL):  
The Program in American Language Studies (PALS) can support students experiencing difficulty in courses due 
to English as a Second Language (ESL) and can be reached by emailing PALS@newark.rutgers.edu to discuss 
potential supports.  
 
For Gender or Sex-Based Discrimination or Harassment:  
The Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance can assist students who are experiencing any form of gender or sex-
based discrimination or harassment, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, relationship violence, or 
stalking. Students can report an incident to the Office of Title IX and ADA Compliance by calling (973) 353-
1906 or emailing TitleIX@newark.rutgers.edu. Incidents may also be reported by using the following link: 
tinyurl.com/RUNReportingForm. For more information, students should refer to the University’s Student Policy 
Prohibiting Sexual Harassment, Sexual Violence, Relationship Violence, Stalking and Related Misconduct 
located at http://compliance.rutgers.edu/title-ix/about-title-ix/title-ix-policies/.  
 
Please be aware that all Rutgers employees (other than those designated as confidential resources such as 
advocates, counselors, clergy and healthcare providers as listed in Appendix A to Policy 10.3.12) are required 
to report information about such discrimination and harassment to the University. This means that if you tell a 
faculty member about a situation of sexual harassment or sexual violence, or other related misconduct, the 
faculty member must share that information with the University’s Title IX Coordinator. If you wish to speak with 
a staff member who is confidential and does not have this reporting responsibility, you may contact the Office 
for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance at (973)-353-1918, or at run.vpva@rutgers.edu. Learn more 
about the office here: http://counseling.newark.rutgers.edu/vpva 
 
For support related to interpersonal violence:  
The Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance can provide any student with confidential support. 
The office is a confidential resource and does not have an obligation to report information to the University’s 
Title IX Coordinator. Students can contact the office by calling (973) 353-1918 or emailing 
run.vpva@rutgers.edu. There is also a confidential text-based line available to students; students can text (973) 
339-0734 for support.  
 
For Crisis and Concerns:  
The Campus Awareness Response and Education (CARE) Team works with students in crisis to develop a 
support plan to address personal situations that might impact their academic performance. Students, faculty and 
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staff may contact the CARE Team by using the following link: tinyurl.com/RUNCARE or emailing 
careteam@rutgers.edu.  
 
For Stress, Worry, or Concerns about Well-being:  
The Counseling Center has confidential therapists available to support students. Students should reach out to 
the Counseling Center to schedule an appointment: counseling@newark.rutgers.edu or (973) 353-5805. If you 
are not quite ready to make an appointment with a therapist but are interested in self-help, check out TAO at 
Rutgers-Newark for an easy, web-based approach to self-care and support: https://tinyurl.com/RUN-TAO.  
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