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1
The Early Years

in Sweden

On August 24, 1822, a son was born to Carl and Stina
Carlsdotter Jonsson of Suletorp, Alghult parish, Kronobergs lin,
Smaland. He was given the name Erland. Two sisters were born later,
Anna Lovisa in 1824 and Vendla in 1828. The Jonssons were simple,
honest, and pious people who owned and tilled a small farm.}

Erland’s remembrances from the age of three or four included
regular attendance at the worship services of Alghult church where
he was especially attracted by a wooden crucifix on the north wall
dating from the year 1500. The puzzled child asked many questions
about the crucifix. Erland was baptized on September 1, 1822, quite
likely at the hewn-stone baptismal fount of 1650. The exact date of the
founding of the congregation in the medieval era is not known. When
he went to worship in the early nineteenth century church, he saw
the mighty stone wall of the old church, gamla sakristan (the old
sacristy), as it was called, which dated from the late thirteenth or
early fourteenth century.2

In the limited educational conditions of the 1820s at Alghult,
Erland’s parents did the best they could to encourage the develop-
ment of their son. At the age of six he received instruction in reading
from a Christian woman at Hittemala. This elderly and pious lady
had limited knowledge, as exemplified by the fact that she
apparently did not know the difference between vowels and
consonants. She was a dedicated, friendly person who devoted her
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