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Abstract: The Role of Fishermen's Wife in Increasing Family  
  Income  
The uncertainty of the income that the head of the fisherman's household in Namlea Village 

encourages his wife to work to meet family needs. The role of the fishermen's wife is 
needed because it affects the level of family income. This is what encourages researchers to 

conduct research with the aim of knowing how the role of fishermen's wives in increasing 
family income in Namlea Village, Buru Regency. The method used in this research is a 
survey method, which is an investigation that obtains facts from the existing symptoms of 

the role of fishermen's wives in Namlea Village, Namlea District, Buru Regency and analyzed 
by descriptive method. Sampling in this study using a purposive sampling method. This type 
of research is descriptive qualitative. Respondents taken in this study amounted to 18 

people or 25% of the total population of 72 fishermen's wives. The domestic role of women, 
which are all activities carried out by fishermen's wives in maintaining fishermen's 

households, which consists of jobs such as cooking, washing, ironing, cleaning the house, 
and childcare are priceless. The public role of women is all the activities of fishermen's wives 
that generate income outside of their homes. Fishermen's wives are required to play a role 

in making a living by being involved in earning a living. The work that is done by the 
fishermen's wife is like selling fresh (raw) fish and processed fish (smoked fish). The results 

of this study indicate that 18 fishermen wife respondents show a contribution or proportion 
that affects the total income of the fishermen's family with the criteria classified as 
moderate, which means that it is quite influential in increasing family income and can meet 

family needs. This research can assist local governments in formulating policies related to 
improving fishermen's welfare through the active role of family members. 
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INTRODUCTION   

Buru Regency is one of the regencies located in Maluku Province. Buru Regency has 

abundant natural resources both from land and water areas such as fisheries and 

agriculture. This abundant natural resource has not been able to make the fishing 

communities in Buru Regency, especially in Namlea Village, Namlea District, live in 

prosperous conditions. 

Based on the results of observations in the field of welfare experienced by fishermen, 

it is still minimal, which is indicated by the backwardness of education, underdevelopment in 

fisheries processing, so that it has an impact on the low income received by fishermen. The 

level of education experienced by fishermen's families in Namlea Village is still far from 

desired, this is because the income earned by the head of the family is not enough to 

continue their children to higher education levels. 

The processing of fishery products carried out by fishermen households in Namlea 

Village is still not very good, because knowledge about fishery product processing is still 

very minimal. 

According to Zuraidah et.al (2018) that human resources in the fisheries sector are 

generally still weak, this condition is illustrated by the structure of the workforce and low 

levels of education. The low level of education of fishermen and fish farmers tends to 

hamper the process of transferring technology and skills which has an impact on their 

management capacity and business scale. 

The resources in the fisheries sector in Namlea Village are one of the important 

resources for the livelihood of fishermen and have the potential to be used as the prime 

mover of the economy. This is based on the fact that first, Namlea Village has considerable 

fishery resources, both in terms of quantity and diversity. Second, there is a linkage of other 

sectors to the fisheries sector. 

Along with the times and the fulfillment of the living needs of fishermen in Namlea 

Village is always increasing, the head of the fishing family must be able to meet the ever-

increasing economic needs. Starting from the fulfillment of basic household costs, children's 

education costs, family health costs, and also other costs. So that in order to meet these 

needs, the income earned by the head of the family must be more or increase. 

The uncertainty of the income that the head of the family receives as a fisherman 

encourages other household members such as his wife and children to work in order to fulfill 

household needs. Fishermen's wives have an important role in increasing household income. 
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Artini and Puspaningsih explained that working women are to help the family economy 

(Artini and Puspaningsih, 2011). Derman said that the presence of working women will 

certainly be able to raise family welfare because they get additional income from their work. 

This phenomenon shows that the role of women as housewives and as seekers for 

additional income can run well because of the participation of women in helping improve 

family welfare (Listiyandra et al., 2016).  

Fishermen households in Namlea Village have special characteristics such as the use 

of coastal areas and oceans  (common property) as a factor of production, the uncertainty 

of income, working hours that must follow the circumstances (Sumitro et al., 2020). 

Uncertain catches coupled with bad climatic conditions cause fishermen to sometimes not 

bring their catch, to get around fulfilling family needs the role of fishermen's wives. 

according to Mugni (2006) that women do not only act as housewives but also carry out 

productive activities to increase income. 

The role of women from low-income households tends to spend more time on 

productive activities compared to the work of women from high-income households (Husain 

et al., 2016).  

Based on the results of research, the condition of the fishermen in Namlea Village is 

still living in a less prosperous level. Most of them are still unable to meet the needs of their 

families, especially in education and other secondary needs, their primary needs are still not 

being fulfilled optimally. The income they generate from fishing in the sea is not able to 

meet the needs of the family. So that many of their children cannot continue their education 

to a higher level, namely undergraduate. This condition causes their other family members 

to intervene in meeting primary and secondary needs, namely by working as processors of 

fishery products, sellers of raw/fresh fish, laborers, and others. The other members consist 

of fishermen's wives and children. 

The role of fishermen's wives is needed to form the husband's income so that the 

family's needs are met (Zainudin et al., 2019). So far, research on this matter in Namlea 

Village has never been carried out, therefore research has been carried out related to the 

role of fishermen's wives in increasing family income. 

This research was conducted to determine the role of fishermen's wives as 

housewives in supporting family income. Fishermen's wives have a very important role in 

increasing their family's income because one of the fishermen's family members, namely the 



Wilda, Samsia, Chairul,  The Role of Fishermen's Wife in Increasing Family Income. 

 

 

158 

 

wife, has a significant role in increasing their family's income. In general, fishermen's wives 

work in the fisheries sector where the work is informal (Kanto et al., 2020). In general, 

fishermen's wives work in the fisheries sector both as marketers of catches and processing, 

but not a few of them work outside the fisheries sector, such as becoming entrepreneurs or 

laborers. This situation also applies to fishermen families in Namlea Village, Namlea District, 

Buru Regency. 

Several previous studies on the role of the wife on family income. Zen (2009), said 

that there are various types of work for fisherwomen and their contribution is very important 

in meeting the needs of fishermen households in the village districts Pasie nan Tigo. 

Soeyono et.al (2013), said that the amount of work time spent, the number of family 

dependents, the level of education, and the length of work had a positive effect on the 

income of women laborers at PT Gading Mas Indonesian Tobacco. Salamah (2005), said that 

the role of women in the household economy of coastal fishermen is relatively large. 

 

THEORETICAL REVIEW  
 

In general, people still think that the duty of women as a wife as well as a mother is to 

first take care of the household as well as possible. It seems a little strange if there are 

women who don't understand housekeeping and they just sit idly by, even now the mothers 

at home never stay still and are always active. In managing fishermen's households, it is 

possible to have the important role of wives, especially in managing household finances 

(Stevens et al., 2015). The wife also plays a role in the decision-making process in the 

household considering that the husbands are busy earning a living. The wife has a dual role, 

namely as the breadwinner when the husband's income is not sufficient to meet the needs 

of their household. 

According to Kusnadi (2009) that "the economic role of coastal women is quite strong 

and dominates, both at the household and community levels. At household level, coastal 

women become "one of the economic pillars" of the household, in line with their husbands. " 

The functional relationship between husband and wife in meeting the economic needs of the 

household is complementary. Coastal women are not just "complementing or helping". 

Meeting household economic needs, but also determines the availability of economic 

resources for household needs. 

According to Mu’adi et al (2020) that there are several things that cause the wife to 

play a role in the family economy, namely the wife works because of economic factors, in 
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addition to the welfare of the family, the wife also gets support from the husband because 

her income cannot meet family needs, cultural factors, and social factors. 

The theory of role and function according to Talcott Parsons (Ritzer et al., 2008) that 

the combination of value orientation patterns is obtained at a very important level, must be 

a function of the fundamental role structure and the dominant value of the social system of 

fishermen families that have a low economic level or whose income is still insufficient to 

meet the needs of their families. Based on a quote from Talcott Parsons' opinion, the role of 

a wife is to help increase the economic needs of the family as an effort to increase 

household income in the family. Besides that, fundamentally it can be said that the wife also 

functions as a mother who manages the needs of her children, and as a wife can serve the 

needs of the husband which is one form of creating household harmony. 

Merton's theory focuses on the objective consequences of individuals in behavior. The 

object consequences of the individual in this behavior are functional and some are 

dysfunctional (Payne, 2013). According to Merton, functionalists initially limited themselves 

to studying society as a whole, but Merton explained that it can also be applied to 

organizations, institutions, and groups. According to Merton, functionalists initially limited 

themselves to studying society as a whole, but Merton explained that it can also be applied 

to organizations, institutions, and groups. 

Merton suggested manifest and latent functions (Ciołek et al., 2018) The manifest 

function is the desired function, latent is undesirable, in the existing structure, things that 

are irrelevant, as well as latent dysfunctionality, are affected functionally and 

dysfunctionally. The manifest function is the desired function, latent is undesirable, in the 

existing structure, things that are irrelevant, as well as latent dysfunctionality, are affected 

functionally and dysfunctionally. 

 Goode (1992) The family is the smallest unit in society, as a social institution that is 

very old and the family can only function properly if it gets community support. Family and 

society have a functional relationship that is reciprocal. Basically, in the family, there are 

several roles that must be carried out by each individual family member in order to create 

the desired order. The role describes a set of interpersonal behaviors, traits, activities, which 

relate to individuals in certain positions and situations. The role of individuals in the family is 

based on the expectations and behavior patterns of the family, group, and society.  
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Helmi et al ( 2012), A person has a role, both at work and outside. Each role requires 

different behavior  (Prestes-Carneiro et al., 2016). In the work environment itself, an 

employee may have more than one role, an employee may be a subordinate, provider, 

union member, and representative on the workplace safety committee.  

According to  Hubies (2001) the role of women can be carried out from the perspective 

of their position in dealing with indirect productive work (domestic) and direct productive 

work (public), namely as follows: (a) The role of tradition places women in reproductive 

functions (taking care of the household, giving birth and caring for children, and protecting 

their husbands) . His life is 100% for the family. The division of labor is very clear, namely 

women at home and men outside the home. (b) The transitional role models the role of 

tradition as being more prominent than other roles. The division of tasks follows gender 

aspirations, but the existence of maintaining harmony and household affairs remain the 

responsibility of women. (c) Dwiperan positions women in the life of two worlds, namely 

placing the domestic and public roles in equal importance. Husband's moral support triggers 

toughness or vice versa husband's reluctance will trigger unrest or even cause open or 

hidden conflicts. (d) An egalitarian role takes women's time and attention for outside 

activities. Moral support and a level of concern for men are essential to avoid conflicts of 

interest, separating, and distributing roles. If not, what happens is that each of them will 

argue with each other to find justification or create an uncomfortable family life atmosphere. 

e) Contemporary roles are the impact of women's choice to be independent in solitude. The 

number is not large, but the clash of people dominating women who do not really care 

about women's interests may increase the population.  

The most important roles and positions for women in the family areas wives and 

mothers who organize the running of the household and look after children. The wife's job is 

expected to be able to cook, sew, maintain the house, and give birth. In connection with 

this task, ideally, the wife's place is at home, the wife plays a role in the domestic sector. 

In determining the wife's role as a housewife, it means that the wife's place and 

obligations are in the domestic sector. This also means that inside the house, the private 

sector, without having a formal position in society. In society, the official position of a 

woman as a wife is the wife of her husband. All of these situations tend to reinforce 

stereotypes such as a wife (obliged) to be a wise and pleasant mother, good at maintaining 

family honor, having to provide peace to her husband, being able to organize family life, and 

creating a happy atmosphere in the family. 
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The opinion of Sasongko (2009) emphasizes the concept of partnership and harmony 

in the relationship between women and men. This view does not conflict between women 

and men, because both of them must work together in partnership and harmony in the life 

of the family, society, nation, and state. 

Moore’s et. al (2002) opinion mentioning that women's daily lives are different in one 

context of multiple burdens. The burden of providing unpaid care in services in domestic 

work, as well as the burden of providing economic viability through wage labor, provide the 

norm for women. Based on this opinion, it means that the double burden of a fisherman's 

wife becomes dominant in helping the family's economy so that the daily needs of life can 

be fulfilled as one of the factors in increasing the economic income of fishermen's families. 

The increase in women's participation in economic activities is due to: first, changes in 

people's views and attitudes about the importance of education for women and men, and 

the increasing awareness of the need for women to participate in development. Second, 

there is a woman's willingness to be independent in the economic field, namely trying to pay 

for her daily needs and perhaps also the necessities of life of her dependents with their own 

income. Another possibility that has led to an increase in women's participation in the 

workforce is the expansion of employment opportunities that can absorb female workers, for 

example, the emergence of handicrafts and light industry. 

Fishermen's wives have the potential to contribute to household income, especially 

fishermen households whose income is not sufficient. In fishermen's households, household 

members, especially wives, enter the labor market to increase the household income that is 

felt to be insufficient. The income of fishermen's wife workers in the clothing industry has a 

significant contribution to the increasing family income.  

According to  Wawansyah et. al., (2012) that the income level of the head of the 

family has an effect on household welfare, but the welfare in the household does not 

depend on the figure of the head of the family but is influenced by other household 

members as a member of the family, fishermen's wives have a significant share in increasing 

income and realizing family welfare. 

Boediono (2002) explains the belief of someone who is trusted by several factors, 

including those that determine the number of production factors that are owned by the 

source, the results of this year's savings and inheritance or offer, the price per unit of each 

factor of production, this price is determined by supply and demand in the market for 
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factors of production, the result of activities of family members as a side job. According to  

Sari et al., (2013) The income of fishing communities depends on the utilization of the 

potential fishery resources in the oceans. The income of fishing communities will directly or 

indirectly affect their quality of life, because the income from sailing is the main or even the 

only source of income for them so that the size of the income will greatly affect their lives, 

especially their ability to manage the environment. where they live. 

In the gender language used to describe nature, and the imaginative language used to 

describe women. Some discourses link women specifically to the environment, because of 

their traditional social roles as caregivers and caregivers. Shiva ( 1988 ) Ecofemists who 

follow this line of thought believe that this relationship is illustrated by the coherence of 

socially labeled values associated with 'femininity', such as nurturing what is visible, both in 

the context of women and in nature. Shiva ( 1988 ) said that women have a special 

connection to the environment, through their daily interactions and this connection has been 

neglected. She said that women in subsistence economies that generate "wealth in 

partnership with nature, have become experts in their own right to holistic and ecological 

knowledge of natural processes". She emphasizes that these alternative modes of knowing, 

which are oriented towards social benefits and the need for sustenance, are not recognized 

by the reductionist capitalist paradigm, because it fails to understand the interconnectedness 

of nature, or the relationship between life, work, and women's relationships. Because 

capitalism is more about knowledge for the creation of as much wealth as possible. 

The decline in fishermen's income has an effect on the household economy. The 

fishermen's wives eventually became victims. They sought debt and pawned goods when 

she and her husband did not go to sea or only got a few catches. Their mainstay job is only 

fishing while other skills cannot. Other fishermen's wives' jobs are seeking loans or spending 

money if they don't have money, especially when there is little or no seafood, both for daily 

food needs, the provision of money for the main production costs, namely boat repairs, and 

tools catch and also related to the provision of supplies during fishing or operational costs. 

All of these needs are obtained by the wife from the nearest shop that is usually her 

customer. The method of payment is after the husband returns from carrying out his job 

and after the fish he catches are sold. 
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METHODS  

In this study, the method used is descriptive with data collected and analyzed using 

descriptive methods, namely the presentation of the analysis through interpretation 

accompanied by rational interpretation of the factors in the field, namely: Household 

characteristics, the wife's reasons for working, and the problems faced were analyzed using 

descriptive qualitative methods. The working hour outpour is calculated by finding the 

working time unit hours per day and days per month; The income contribution of 

fishermen's wives to total household income is analyzed by tabulation without statistical 

tests by calculating the amount of money generated or obtained from economic activity 

(making processed fishery products) and the total household income using the formula 

(Widodo, 2012). 

The population is the entire fishermen's wife, while to determine the sample using 

purposive sampling technique, is a sampling technique with certain considerations 

(Zuraidah, 2018). The reason for using this technique is because the author refers to people 

who are related to research problems, thus the research sample is determined as many as 

18 fishermen's wives who work to help improve their family's economy, with criteria based 

on the husband's job as fishermen or full fish farmers are people who all the time its work is 

used to carry out fishing or fish maintenance operations. The total number of respondents is 

25% of the total population according to Arikunto (2008). The number of large subjects can 

be taken between 10-15% or 20-25% of the total population. A total of 18 people from 

fishermen's wives were made different responses and selected by purposive sampling 

according to the objectives. 

Collecting data in this study using direct observation. The data collected includes 

primary data and secondary data. Primary data is data that is collected by an 

individual/organization directly through its object  (Supranto, 2003). Meanwhile, secondary 

data were obtained from agencies related to the research to be carried out as well as 

related literature, which were obtained from various written sources. 

In the process of validating the truth data obtained, the writer uses triangulation 

techniques. Triangulation used is a triangulation of sources and methods. Source 

triangulation is done by comparing data from several sources. Meanwhile, method 

triangulation is used when analyzing data by comparing data from observations, interviews, 

and related documentation. 
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 In the data analysis stage, there are three processes: data reduction, data 

presentation and conclusion drawing. The three stages are very synergistic. First, data 

reduction, which is the stage of sorting and transforming some of the data that emerged 

during the study. Simply put, data reduction is a stage of analysis that seeks to direct, 

sharpen, and organize data in order to obtain a result. 

Then the second stage is the presentation of data which is a collection of information 

composed of data that has been obtained and allows leading to the process of drawing 

conclusions. At this stage, the author's goal is to describe the situation and core problems so 

that they can be understood properly. 

The third stage is drawing conclusions, namely the final stage in the data analysis 

process. This stage is the result of sorting the data, presenting the data as a representation 

of the situation, then drawing the results and conclusions. The purpose of this stage is to 

find out and provide overall data results related to the topic of writing that the author has 

done. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

The reason fishermen's wives in Namlea Village work to increase family income are 

due to (a) the husband's income is not sufficient, namely because women do not only act as 

housewives but also carry out productive activities to increase income. The husband's lack of 

income in meeting household needs causes fishermen's wives to take the initiative 

themselves in managing the fishermen's catch as an effort to increase income. As from the 

results of interviews obtained from several respondents who are fishermen's wives as 

research objects, it is revealed that one of the economic difficulties in their family is the 

husband's income which is uncertain, and (b) the high demand for living costs where 

basically households need money to meet their daily needs. These costs are obtained from 

the income of all family members. Income and expenses in a household must be different. 

Income can be used for consumption and savings expenses. Expenditures for consumption 

are channeled to expenditure on food, clothing, housing, fuel and so on. In economics, 

consumption is defined as all the use of goods and services made by humans to meet their 

daily needs (Rosyidi, 2000). Consumption expenditure is carried out with the intention of 

maintaining a standard of living. At low levels of income, consumption expenditure is spent 

primarily on basic necessities to meet physical needs. Food consumption is the most 

important because food for fishermen's wives in Namlea Village is the main ingredient for 

sustaining their life. However, there are still many other consumer goods that can be 
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considered as necessities for household life. Diversity depends on the level of household 

income. Different levels of income lead to different levels of consumption.  

Angela et. al, (2015) that Projects and other endeavors have emphasized the 

important role of women in fisheries, but especially from the perspective of their 

contribution to processing and marketing. The government, projects and policies have 

reinforced the idea that the main position and role of women is in the manufacturing sector. 

Over the years, these efforts have resulted in women benefiting from training in processing 

and marketing, through grants and credit for processing equipment, and capital funds to 

buy fish and pay for transportation. 

From the research results obtained from all respondents stated that the reason they 

work is a physiological boost to help their husbands earn a living, because the income 

generated by their husbands cannot meet the necessities of life so that the wives are 

required to work for a living so that they can help make a little more of their living they. 

Another reason that makes these fisherwomen work is that the income from their husbands 

as fishermen is very uncertain because the results obtained are in accordance with the 

number of catches they get, when the fishing season is good, their income will be high 

automatically meanwhile when the fishing season is not good, their income will be low or 

decreased, and if the wind is strong, many fishermen do not carry out fishing operations, 

they prefer to stay at home, clean or repair damaged nets at home. This makes the wives 

have to prepare to prepare savings in case there are sudden expenses while the husbands 

have not given money for daily needs so that the way out of this is that the wives are 

required to work so that they have savings at home. 

Table 1. Age Distribution of Fishermen's Wives (Respondents) 
                      in Namlea Village 

Age Range 
(Year) 

Number of Respondents 

24 – 45 10 
46 - 64 4 

> 64 4 
Total 18 

Source: Primary data after processing, 2020 
 

Age greatly affects the productivity of the work a person will do. Demographic 

analysis, the age structure of the population can be divided into three groups, namely : (a) 

young age group, under 15 years; (b) productive age group, aged 15 - 64 years; and (c) old 

age group, aged 65 years and over (Sukmaningrum and Imron, 2017). Fishermen's wives in 
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Namlea Village generally have a productive age ranging from 24 years - 64 years with a 

total of 14 people and those who are no longer productive aged> 64 years are 4 people. 

Education is one of the determining factors that can determine the development and 

livelihoods of the community. With the high level of education of a society, it will change the 

mindset and be able to keep up with changes in technological advances that continue to 

develop so as to produce a competitive society and improve the welfare of society. A 

person's age is one of the internal characteristics of an individual that affects a person's 

ability to learn, understand, accept, and adopt an innovation. 

According to Bawolye et al., (2019) that the level of education is a stage of education 

that is determined based on the level of development of students, the goals to be achieved 

and the willingness to be developed. The level of education on changes in attitudes and 

behavior in people's lives. A higher level of education will make it easier for a person or 

community to absorb information and implement it in daily behavior and lifestyle, especially 

in terms of fisheries activities. Formal education forms value for someone, especially in 

accepting new things. 

The previous research related to the findings of this research is Hutapea et. al., (2012) 

about the role of fisherwomen (fishermen's wives) gill nets in increasing family income in 

Bejalen Village, Rawa Pening Waters, Nambarawa District, Semarang Regency states that 

the higher the level of education, the decisions taken will be more rational and will lead to 

an increase in family economic welfare. Whereas those who oppose are Lamia, (2013) in a 

study of the factors that affect the income of fishermen in Tumpaan District, South 

Minahasa Regency, the results show that capital, labor, experience have a significant effect 

on fishermen's income, while the length of education has no effect on fishermen's income. 

Table 2. Fishermen's Wife Education (Respondent) in Namlea Village 
Description Respondent (Person) 

Not Graduate SD - 
Graduate SD 5 

Graduate SLTP 4 

Graduate SLTA 9 
Total 18 

Source: Primary data after processing, 2020 

Based on the table above, it is known that the level of education of fishermen's wives 

(respondents) has the greatest number of elementary school graduates with a total of 5 

people, There are 4 people who graduated from SLTP and the highest level of education 

(SLTA) is 9 people. Where the low education of fishermen's wives is an inhibiting factor in 

one's progress both in knowledge, skills and also affects one's mindset in accepting better 

changes. 
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Education and training are likely to be important in every step of the way to improve 

women's status in fisheries, so the availability of fisheries / maritime training and education 

is questionable, as is their availability for women. It was revealed that some vocational or 

specialized training is available in most of the member countries and is universally (where 

answers are accepted) available for women. Thus, in principle at least the potential 

availability of training and education does not appear to be an obstacle. 

In general, the number of family dependents is the family member who is the 

responsibility of the head of the household consisting of wife, children and other family 

members including the head of the family himself. The size of the family dependents will 

directly affect expenses. On the other hand, the amount of family responsibility is a heavy 

burden for fishermen in dealing with it. Large but low productive families will lead 

respondents to a weaker position, especially in efforts to build capital for the future. 

The extent to which the family dependency burden of each respondent affects the 

level of their needs and welfare, the more dependents the family has, the more household 

needs must be met. If the income from work is not able to meet the needs, this will have an 

impact on welfare problems in the family. 

Table 3. Dependents of Fishermen's Wife (Respondent) in Namlea Village 

Dependents of the Family Respondent (Person) 

2 – 4 11 
5 – 7 7 

Total 18 

Source: Primary data after processing, 2020 
 

The average number of fishermen's wife's family dependents is 5-7, around 7 people 

and the number of family dependents is 2 - 4, around 11 people. Where a large number of 

family dependents in one house causes a large number of household expenses to meet their 

daily needs, including the cost of children's education. A large number of family dependents 

is due to the high birth rate of coastal communities. This is closely related to the low level of 

education they have, where the views of many children are still developing.  

 

The results of the study regarding the marital status of fishermen's wives in Namlea 

Village were married. The average wife of a respondent fisherman is married at a young age 

ranging from 17-20 years. The totality of an individual's abilities is essentially composed of 

two factors, namely intellectual abilities and physical abilities as well as interests which can 

cause someone to be active in doing something that has attracted his interest. Therefore, a 
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wife's interests and abilities affect the fishermen's wife's role in working or entrepreneurship 

in order to increase family income. The findings of this study are in accordance with the 

results of Manalu's research, which states that ability is the capacity of an individual to 

perform various tasks in a job where the overall abilities of an individual are very dependent 

on their physical abilities and intellectual abilities. So that the abilities possessed by 

fishermen's wives will affect the role of these wives in increasing family income through 

entrepreneurship (Sumrin et al., 2015). 

The results of research in Namlea Village show that the interest or desire of women or 

fishermen's wives to be financially independent causes them to do work by earning income 

which will later be used to finance or buy the necessities they want. Thus, this interest 

encourages the wife's role to work in accordance with her abilities to meet the daily needs of 

the family. 

The type of work done by fishermen's wives cannot be separated from the potential 

and condition of the resources around them, so it is not surprising that the type of work 

performed tends to be in the fisheries sector  (Firdaus and Rahadian, 2016). This is in line 

with what Nawawi expressed, that the life of coastal communities, especially fishermen, is 

very dependent on the environmental conditions of the resource (Matera, 2014). 

 
Table 4. Type of Occupation of Fishermen's Wife (Respondent) in Namlea Village 

Type Of Work Respondent (Person) 

Processed Fish seller (smoked fish) 5 
Raw Fish Seller 13 

Total 18 

Source: Primary data after processing, 2020 

The types of work done by fishermen's wives in processing fishery products (Smoked 

Fish) totaled 5 people and the most jobs done by fishermen's wives as raw fish sellers were 

13 people. This is because they live in a coastal area which makes it easy for them to find 

fish and fish is also used as raw material which is processed into smoked fish and will be 

sold to the Namlea market. 

Work experience is one of the factors that determine a person's success in doing 

business. The more business experience a person has, the more accustomed and 

experienced he will be in running the business so that in the end the business that is carried 

out will run well. 

Experience is also important in the success of a business. The experience will make it 

easier for gill net fisherwomen to deal with problems in their business. The following shows 

the distribution data of fishermen based on their experience as working women fishermen. 
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Table 5. Work Experience of Fishermen's Wife (Respondent) in Namlea Village 

Work experience 

(year) 
 

Respondent  

(Person) 

4 - 8 5 
9 – 13 4 
> 14 9 

Total 18 

Source: Primary data after processing, 2020 

The number of respondents who have worked for a period of 4 - 8 years is 5 

respondents, while the respondents who have worked for a period of 9-13 years are 4 

respondents, and respondents who have worked in a period of> 14 years are 9 

respondents. This shows that the longer a person works, the more experience and 

knowledge is obtained to hone skills and expertise in the field they are engaged in overtime 

which fishermen's wives have. 

Each fisherman household has their own goals for what they do according to their 

needs. In meeting household needs, the role of women as fishermen's wives in Namlea 

Village is very important in order to fully regulate daily household expenses based on the 

level of consumption needs of the number of household members. The aim of the 

fishermen's wife in Namlea Village in doing work is to pay for children's education and fulfill 

family needs and increase family income. It can be seen that every fisherman's wife wants 

her children to get a higher education and expects her children's life to be better than them. 

The income earned by fishermen's wives and every business they do is not fully 

influenced by the number of working hours spent doing this work, and the various types of 

business that fishermen's wives do in their role of increasing household income can be seen 

that the income received also varies based on the work done. There are 5 fishermen's wives 

who work as processing fishery products (smoked fish) with an average monthly income of 

Rp. 694,000, while the fishermen's wives who work as unprocessed (raw) fish sellers in the 

market are 13 people with an average monthly income of Rp. 804,615. The most 

unprocessed sales of fishery products are because they have fish raw materials caught by 

their husbands. So that they get this profit and this income is very helpful for their 

household needs. 
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Income is any business that has been made by family members that can produce 

money, goods, and services so that they can be used to meet the needs of their household. 

Various attempts are made by the head of the family to generate income, both in the form 

of goods and services which later can meet household needs. The largest average income of 

fishermen's household is that of fishermen whose wife works as an unprocessed raw fish 

seller of Rp. 804,615 / month with an average household income of Rp. 2,339,231 / month. 

Fishermen's wife who works as a seller of fishery products in the form of raw fish is done for 

household needs including the cost of educating their children. The average monthly 

expenditure of fishermen's households is Rp. 1,000,000 -Rp. 1,550,000. These expenses are 

in the form of children's education costs, fulfillment of daily needs, house rent, electricity, 

and other expenses. 

In accordance with her nature, women as housewives are responsible for household 

affairs, but the involvement of women in economic activities is a common phenomenon that 

has been going on for a long time. Facts show that when men were not women, they 

managed various household economic activities. Women then not only play a role in the 

household but also outside the household as breadwinners and are involved in social 

activities. In addition to solving daily household needs, he still has to devote his time to 

earning a living. 

The fishermen's wife works as a seller of raw fish and smoked fish in the market and 

has 42 hours/week. The fishermen's wife carries out her work starting at 08.00 WIT to 

14.00 WIT in Namlea market. The fishermen's wife works as a seller of raw fish / fresh fish 

and processed fish (smoked fish). But before working as a fish seller in the market, the 

fishermen's wife performs her duties as housewives such as cooking and if there are urgent 

conditions such as being late to wake up, fishermen's wives do household chores after 

working as fish sellers and usually children from fishermen's families participate in helping to 

complete work at home such as cooking, washing clothes and others. 

Women's roles can be grouped into two roles, namely domestic roles, and public 

roles. The domestic role is the role played by women as housewives which include the 

necessities of life for family members at home such as washing clothes, cleaning the house, 

cooking, washing, taking care of children and others, Meanwhile, the public role is the role 

of women in helping their husbands to earn additional income, such as selling fish or 

processing fishery products and so on (de Oliveira CÔrtes et al., 2014). 

Domestic roles are all activities carried out by fishermen's wives in maintaining 

fishermen's households which consist of household chores such as cooking, washing clothes, 
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household furniture, ironing, cleaning their houses, shopping, and caring for children that 

cannot be measured in terms of money value (Peña-Torres et al., 2019). 

The task carried out by fishermen's wives in Namlea Village to prepare food and 

drinks for their entire family is a fundamental task for fishermen's wives in their families In 

addition to serving husbands, namely preparing food and drinks for all family members, 

washing clothes and ironing clothes of family members apart from cooking, other household 

chores that are done by fishermen's wives in Namlea Village are washing dirty clothes, both 

their own clothes and their husband's and their children's clothes. The fishermen's wife did 

not do the washing of dirty clothes every day. Sometimes two or three times a day to wash 

clothes once. In addition, the fishermen's wife's job is to iron clothes which is done every 

two or three days. However, most children's school clothes, clothes that are going to be 

worn to the party are ironed. This household work is also an obligation for the wife in 

carrying out her role in the household. Cleaning the house is a place for family gatherings, 

besides that the house becomes a place for shelter or family protection, manages household 

finances, educates children, basically a wife is responsible for caring for children, educating 

and giving love to their children. 

The role of the public is all the activities of fishermen's wives that generate income 

outside of their homes. Fishermen's wives are required to play a role in earning income to 

meet family needs. So they not only stay at home to wait for the income their husbands get 

from fishing, but they are also involved in earning a living. 

Table 5. The role of fishermen's wife in proportion to income 
 

fisherman wife's job Proportion of the Role of  
Fishermen's Wife 

 (%) 

amount (person) 

Processed Fish seller (smoked 
fish) 

27 – 42 6 

Raw Fish Seller 26 – 50 12 

Total 18 

Source: Primary data after processing, 2020 

The work done by the fishermen's wife (respondent) in Namlea Village is selling raw 

fish / unprocessed fish and processed fish (smoked fish) in the Namlea market. This 

fisherman's wife who is in Namlea Village has a job as processing fishery products in the 

form of smoked fish were starting from cleaning and washing fish, then smoking is done 

every day when there are fish or orders from people where the smoking process takes 2-4 
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hours. Meanwhile, the process of selling raw fish is carried out by collecting fish and then 

selling it at the Namlea market around 08.00 WIT. 

The proportion of fishermen's wife's income in Namlea Village to medium-sized 

households (27-50%) is 18 people, which is the average proportion of the fishermen's wife's 

income to the household. With the following explanation, namely the proportion of income 

27% for smoked fish seller fishermen's wives, 1 person for 33%, for 40% as many as 2 

people and 42% as much as 1 person. Meanwhile, the proportion of income for fishermen's 

wife who sells raw or unprocessed fish is 2 people, 27% is 1 person, 6 people are 30% -

39%, and 40% - 50% 3 people. When viewed based on the type of work carried out, the 

largest proportion of fishermen's wife's income is fishermen's wife as processing fishery 

products, namely 50% of total household income. This shows that fishermen's wives are 

able to help their husbands to increase household income. 

This is in accordance with the statement in Nainggolan which states that the 

proportion of fishermen's wife's income can be formulated as follows with the criteria 0% - 

25% is the role of the wife is relatively small, 26% -50% is the role of the wife is classified 

as moderate, and 51% -100% is the role of the wife Classified as Large (Nainggolan et al., 

2017). 

Although the contribution is not too big, the economic activities of fishermen's wives 

in Namlea Village are felt to play quite an important role in increasing family income. This is 

in line with what was stated by Kabir and Huo in Widodo (2012), that the involvement of 

women in economic activities leads to an increase in household income. 

CONCLUSION  

Based on the results of the study it can be concluded that the domestic role of 

women which is all activities carried out by fishermen's wives (respondents) in maintaining 

fishermen's households in Namlea Village consists of jobs such as cooking, washing clothes, 

ironing, cleaning their homes, shopping and caring for children that are not measurable in 

value for money, while the public role of women which is all the activities of fishermen's 

wives that generate income outside of their homes plays a role in earning income to meet 

family needs. The work done by the fishermen's wife is like making smoked fish / pickled 

fish and selling fresh fish in the market. The income generated by the fishermen's wife 

(respondent) in Namlea Village from activities to increase family income contributed 26-50% 

to family income, where the majority of the family income generated was allocated to meet 
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family needs. Although the proportion of fishermen's wife's income in Namlea Village has a 

moderate contribution, the involvement of fishermen's wives in increasing family income has 

an effect on the level of household income. The recommendations from the results of this 

study are as follows: a. Efforts to process fishery products provide significant additional 

income for families in coastal communities, but this work is still done traditionally, so it takes 

the role of the government or non-governmental organizations to make empowerment 

efforts in Namlea Village so that the business of processing fishery products is more 

developed; b. It is necessary to establish joint venture institutions or entities that are 

professionally managed to facilitate fishermen and fishery product processors so that they 

have access to capital and do not depend on large individual agents. 
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