A High School Comes to Scarborough

By Linda Snow McLoon

Introduction

It’s common knowledge that going back to early times Scarborough
had over a dozen one-room district schools which offered children a
grammar school education. But because no one seems to know much
about when Scarborough first had a high school, I decided to do a
little research on the subject. The information I was able to piece
together led to this document, which tells the story of the beginnings
of secondary education in Scarborough. We can track its growth
from a humble beginning prompted by the state’s 1873 Free High
School Law to when it could boast its first school building dedicated
to both high school and elementary classes, the White School. The
document also shows its move to the building that became known as
the Bessey School.

The resources I used include a large collection of the Scarborough
Historical Society’s town reports which are available on the
society’s website. The historical society’s collection of ephemera
contributed much helpful information, as did early pictures from
their collections. Having access to the extensive private collection of
Rodney Laughton made it possible to use his high school graduation
programs, newspaper articles, and numerous school photographs. All
of these materials allow us to expand our understanding of
Scarborough’s early high school.

S e e R B e e

For some time prior to the passage of Maine’s Free High School Law, the friends of education throughout the
state had been working toward establishing free high schools to supplement the various private academies
which charged tuition. Finally, in 1873, the Maine Legislature passed a law which authorized towns to establish
free high schools that offered secondary educational opportunity to all income levels at no charge, and as an
inducement, the state would pay the towns one-half of their expense.?

! Edward Clayton Reynolds, The Cape Elizabeth High School, A History, Portland, ME: Stevens & Jones Co., Publishers, 1892, pp. 9-
10.
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following year, a third term was Scarborough Historical Society

added in the Beech Ridge District.

Some high school students would board with nearby families in order to attend multiple terms in the three
locations.

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION IN 1877 TOWN REPORT:

The town voted at the last annual meeting to establish Free High Schools in the Oak Hill and Dunstan districts,
and the committee accordingly went through the necessary preliminaries and set the schools in operation. We
endeavored to have the terms at different times, so that scholars who chose to do so might attend both. After
some delay it was arranged to have the Oak Hill school in the fall [1876], and the one at Dunstan following it
in the winter [1877]. The services of Edmund Fogg, A.M., were engaged for the fall term, which began the first
of October, and continued thirteen weeks. The number of scholars in attendance was about thirty. (We have no
data from which to give the exact attendance or the studies pursued.) A good degree of progress was made by
all, and though the attendance was small at the closing examination, it was evident that the term had been a
profitable one.

The winter term in the Dunstan district began the first of January, in charge of William G. Lord, A.M., an able
and experienced teacher. There was no delay at the commencement. Fifty-five scholars, mostly large and well
advanced, were in attendance, and the term was soon in full operation. It continued four weeks, teacher and
scholars seeming to vie with each other in activity and interest, when it became necessary on account of
contagious sickness to discontinue the school for a time. After a vacation of two weeks, it began again with
some diminution of the original number of scholars, and is now in successful progress. Mr. Lord is an educator
in the broader sense of the word, and in spite of the discouraging circumstance of the prevalent sickness, has
made this a very valuable term of school.

The benefit of these schools comes largely from the education of teachers in them for the common schools, and
in this way the town reaps a direct and immediate advantage. We consider that the success of the free High
Schools this year has been such as to warrant their continuance by the town, and we therefore recommend for
that purpose on appropriation, the same as that of last year. We would particularly recommend that either the
municipal officers or school committee be allowed to locate the schools and direct when the terms shall begin.
If this be done, we believe that the High Schools will improve year after year, until they become of recognized
necessity, and value to the town.

Payable to Edmund E. Fogg, for teaching High School at Oak Hill: $250
Superintending School Committee: Augustus F. Moulton, Granville McKenney, James F. Small



FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1878 TOWN REPORT - 1877-78 SCHOOL YEAR.

The S. S. Committee and Selectmen together were last spring authorized to locate the High Schools in such
places as in their judgment should be for the best interest of the town. After careful consideration they decided
upon three terms to be held respectively at Beech Ridge, Dunstan and Oak Hill. It was feared that dividing the
schools into three parts would make the terms so short that they would be of little profit, but the result has
shown that this was perhaps the best arrangement that we could have made. We were fortunate in securing the
services of Wm. G. Lord, whose former school had given so great satisfaction. Mr. Lord has devoted himself to
the school with untiring application. He is peculiarly fitted for teaching and succeeds in awakening an interest
among his pupils that amounts to enthusiasm. No one can deny that our Free High School the past year has
been of great value. One hundred eighty-five scholars in all have been registered in the three schools, of these
about one hundred twenty-five were different pupils, showing that quite a large number have attended the three
terms in succession. The question for our consideration now seems to be, not whether it is best to continue the
High School, but where we can find room to accommodate all the scholars who wish to attend. It is best just to
say that the great success of the past year is mostly due to the untiring zeal and ability of the teacher, Mr. Lord.
We would suggest that the appropriation be increased somewhat if there are to be three schools, so as to give
terms of about ten weeks each.
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From the Ephemera Collection
Scarborough Historical Society

To W.G. Lord, teaching High School at Dunstan,’76-"77: $250. Received from the state: $294.64
DO for tuition: $16 Bal due from State: $125.
To William G. Lord, teaching High School at Beech Ridge: $166.67 & $333.33 — Total due Lord $750.

Superintending School Committee: Augustus F. Moulton, Granville McKenney, James F. Small

Having a town high school was a cause for pride and celebration, and on February 28 and March 1, 1878,
examinations were held at Oak Hill and a prize declamation was offered at Dunstan. The printed program that is
part of the Scarborough Historical Society’s town hall ephemera collection lists the names of the scholars from
each of the three school locations along with their teacher, W.G. Lord.
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Wm. H. Chency.

| Eugene H. Libby.

1877.

1878.
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WIENY EXTERED.
HIRCH RIDGH.

NANES.

~-

George Boothby. |
Levi Boothby.
George W, Butler.
Edwin B. Carter.
Wm. H. Carter.
Wendell Carter.
Chas. E. Cheney,
James E. Cheney.

John H. Jordan,
Frank Harmon,
Charles Holland.
Charles A. Libby.
Charles F. Eibby.
Daniel C. Libby.

John I, Libby.
Moulton C, Libby.
Wash. W. McKenney. |
Howard A, Milliken.
Chas, E. Meserve,
John A. Meserve.
Walter Meserve.
Chas. H. Mitchell.
Samuel L. Morse.
Isaac Morse,

Frank Moses.
Homce Moses,

Lewis Danks.

WHENE EXTERED,
DUNSTAN,
NAMES,

Tevi Boothby.

WHERE ENTERED.
OAK Il

Nlﬂll.

ank L. Boothby.
Herman J. Brown.

Frank L. lﬁlhby. Wi s Burpham.
George W. Butlee! Fadwin B. Carter.

Willie . Barnham.
Fdwin B. Carter,
Geo, W, Carter,
Simen B, Carter.
Wm. H. Cuarter.
Wendell Carter.

Chas, F, Cheney.
James E. Cheney.
Wm. H, Cheney.
Willie N, Fenderson.
Chas, H. Giles.
Willard H. Googins.
Fred. Grant.

Chas. E. Guptill.
Orin Guptill.

Frank Hannon.
Fugene H. Libby.
John T. Libby,
Moulton C. Libby.
Willie K. Lowe.
John McKenney.
Samue! K. Milliken,
Chas. H. Mitchell,
Horace Moses.

Win, I, Carter.
Joseph Foss,

Willie N. Fenderson.
Willie A. Gilman,
Charles H. Giles.
Willard H. Googins,
Nelson C. Harmon.
Richard S. Johnson,
Fred.-B. Leavitt,
Edward A, Libby.

| Eugene H Libby.
| Frank L. Libby.

Moulton C, Libby.
George B. Libby.
Chas. TT. Michell.
Horace Moses,
Alvin F. Moulton.
Fugene M. Morrison,
Fred. M, Newcomb,
Freedom Newcomb,
Wm. F. Pillsbury,
Elbridge S. Pillsbury.
Olin A. Patterson,
Chas. A, Sanbom.

Clara J. Libby,

Edna E. Libhy,

Carrie E. Foss,

’
Estella L. Foss,
Chas. A, Sanborn, - -

Charles . Giles.
Chas. H. Mitchell, -

Nellie C. Snow, -
Frank L, Libby.

Georgia A. Merrill, - -

Wm, F. Pillsbury,
Elmer . Wilson.

SINGING.

- - “Mary Garvin,"
SINGING.

SINGING.
- - ' Kathleen,” -

SINGING.

Elbridge G. Pillsbury, - - “ Spartacus.”

- - - "“The Ranger."

SINGING.

Prizs DECLAMATION,
ORDER OF EXERCISHS.

BY SCHOOL QUARFETTE.

- “The Witch's Davghter,”
- “Wit and Wisdom,”

SINGING.
“Lady Clare,” - - - - Teunyson.
Willie N. Fenderson, - - *“Barbara Frictchic.”
SINGING.
- - - “The Pipes of Lucknow.”

“The Rising of Vendee.”

- Wihittier.

- Whattier.,
- Syduey Smith.

- Wiittier.

- Whittier.

WHERE ENTERED.

BIHKCH RIDGHE.

NAMES.

WHERE E.};\'TERED.
DUNSTAN.

WHERE ENTERED.
OAX HIIL.

!

NAMES.

Elbridge 8. Pillsbury.
George M. Pillsbury.,

| Wm. T. Pillsburl\v'.

Sylvanus T, Ricker,
Harrg.-: Rounds.
George S, Scamman,
Marris B. Snow.

Nellie Bragdon,
Mary Bragdon.
Nellie M. Carter.
Carrie E. Foss.
Lizzie E. Foss.
Mary F. Foss.
Annie H. Hanson.
Susie F. ITuston.
Abbie E. Libby.
Edna E. Libby.
Kate McLaughlin, ¢
Sadie E. McTaughlin,
Georgia A. Mitchell.
Lvie J. Moses.

¢ Ina Moses.

Sarah A. Moses.
Annie lgl]sbury.
Marcia V. Pillshury.
Lizzie q Pillsbury,
Nellie S. Ricker.
Kate Temm.

Whole \ltcndmc( 185

| Average attendance, 61

_Harris B. Snow.

Alberta B. Snow.

Trank Moses.

James G. Moulton.
Alvin, F.‘Mn‘ubh.on.
Eugene M. Morrison,
W, F. Pillsbury.
Elbridge S. Pillsbury.
Clifford Richardson.
Geo. S. Scamman,
Frank Ti. Snow.

Gussie Banks.
Nellie E. Boothby.
Lottic F. Burnham. -
Annie Butler.
Nellie M. Carter.
Carrie E. Foss.
Estella L. Koss,
Tizzie E. Foss.
Mary F. Foss.

Tya A, Graffam.
Annie H, Hanson,
Edna E. Libby.
Georgia A. Merrill.
Alice J. Moulton.
Taitie A. Moulton.
Addie M. Moulton.
Evie ]. Moses.
Lizzie L, Pillsbury.
Lizzie S. Pillsbury,
Marcia V. Pillsbury,
Nellie S. Ricker.
Evie H. Rounds.
Fannie I.. Rounds.
Nellie C. Snow.
Emma T. Snow.

NAMES.
George S. Scamman.
Wm, Edward Seavey.
Robert B. Seavey:
Zenas 1., Seavey.
Fdwin E. Skillings.
Frank E. Snow.
Tarris B. Snow.
-Joseph B. Sturdev: ?nl
Charles F. Walker.

Elmer E. Wilson.

Gussie Banks.
Alice A, Brackett.
Carrie T, Foss.
Estella T.. Foss.
Lizzie E. Toss.
Mary T. Foss.
Annie H. Hanson.
Jennie A. Harmon.
Fdna E. Libby.
Clara J. Libby.
Mary L. Libby.
Minerva E. Libby.
Lillic H. ITunnewell.
Georgia S. Hurlburt.
Hattie B. Hurlburt.
Georgia A. Merrill,
Alice J. Moulton..
Hattie A. Moulton,
Addie M. Moulton.
Hattie J. Newcomb.
Nellie M. Plummer.
Ada L. Plummer.
Sadie M. Plummer.
Emma T.. Plummer.
Mary A. Seavey.

Nellie C. Snow.

Emma T. Snow.




The three high school terms’ locations were alternated, with the fall term at Beech Ridge, the winter term at
Dunstan, and the spring term at Oak Hill. When the high school was in session, there were no common schools
held in that district.

During the Beech Ridge term in 1878, Edna Libby and Lizzie Pillsbury collected work of classmates to put into the
Scarboro High School Journal. They called their venture the Beech Ridge Publishing Co.

One student’s
contribution to
the journal:

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1879 TOWN REPORT - 1878-1879 SCHOOL YEAR

The High School has been in charge of the same teacher that gave so excellent satisfaction last year, Wm. G.
Lord, A. M. The first term was held at Beech Ridge, the second at Dunstan, and the third, which is now in
progress, at Oak Hill. The interest of last year has continued unabated. About seventy-five scholars have
attended each of the two first terms and the average of attendance has been very high; we are not able to give
the exact attendance of the present term but it is large. While some of the higher branches of learning are
taught in this school, attention is given chiefly to those most useful. The teacher labors to give a practical
training to the studies of all the classes. Quite a number of scholars have been teaching a part of the year and
have shown in their schools the good results of their High School training. We congratulate the town upon
having such a good school established and would recommend an appropriation for its continuance at least as
large as that of last year.
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Attendance at the Scarboro Free High School was not free for out-of-town residents, as this receipt made out by
Town Treasurer Augustus F. Moulton to Charles Giles shows. Charles paid $4.00 for attending the Dunstan
term of the high school in 1877.
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From the Collections of Rodney Laughton

The state rescinded the Free High School Law in 1879, and after state money for high schools dried up, the
status of the high school program in Scarborough for the next decade remains sketchy.

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION IN 1880 TOWN REPORT

The Legislature of 1879 having suspended the Free High School act, the town has not maintained a High
School the past year [beginning in the fall of 1879]. Arrangements were made for a term to be supported by
private subscriptions, but the project failed for want of a suitable building in which to have the school.

A former student, Perley Libby, reported that in 1882 Master Lord of Limington was in charge of the high
school, so it appears there were occasional attempts to continue the high school program. In a number of town
warrants throughout the 1880s there were articles similar to the following:

To see if the Town will vote to establish a Free High School and raise money for the same.

Permanent high school classes were resumed without interruption in 1890, when a program was initiated with
terms alternating between Dunstan and Oak Hill. At some point all classes were held at the town hall in Oak
Hill.

When the Scarboro Free High School resumed classes during the
1890-1891 school year, students had to show a certain level of
academic proficiency in order to earn admission. Martha (Mattie) Hill
passed her admission exam, and four years later she earned a diploma.
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We have photographs of the scholars who made up the student body of Scarborough’s first permanent high
school program in the 1890-1891 school year. This group of students participated in the fall term held at the
town hall in Oak Hill in 1890.

N\
e
{

Scarborough Historical Society Collections

First Term 1890
Town Hall

Front Row: Annie Hunnewell (Mrs. Fred Deering, South Portland), Howard Jones, Claista Milliken, (Mrs. Frank
Morse, Saco), Harry Small, Walter Plummer, Blanchard Pillsbury, William Robinson, Nettie Lowe

Second Row: Elfleda Pillsbury*, Laura Roberts, Sadie Richardson, Clara Baker, Ida Wentworth, Florence
Jones*, Sadie Libby, Myrtle Deering, Marion Oliver, Maud Wentworth, Bertha Libby, (Mrs. Ralph Lary), Minnie ?

Third Row: Henry Gilman, Clifford Plummer, Clifford Libby, Ora Roberts*, Alvan Larrabee, Albion Libby, Herbert
Ormsby

Forth Row: Moulton Hills, Eddie Baker, Walter Seavey, Bertrand E Clarke, Principal, unknown, Harry
Richardson, Earle Milliken, Harry Merrill, Walter Robinson, Harry Kaler

* Marked Deceased when the original list was written.



Another picture shows the same group of students in their classroom at the town hall at Oak Hill for classes
during the fall term of the first permanent Scarborough High School during the 1890-1891 school year.

Scarborough Historical Society Collections
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This same photograph was used in a 1934 newspaper article commemorating the first Scarborough High School
45 years earlier.

' Education was not taken for|the 33 young students who first made | The picture was taken more than i (Hunnewell) Dearing of South Porfs
Eraniedsds yes ago. 10w o do- 12, L% pemaoent, S, Bigh 45 yews aeo when “midi~ Bsker | od; Hlan Lty ot Orecge, N, 3
to have a higher institution of learn- |°f Pine Point was the littlest boy in |Clif[ord Libby of Orange, N. J.; Miss

batable question. Establishing a per-
ing. To be sure the sessions were |school and “Blanch” Pillsbury of | Minnie Johnson, deceased; Miss Net=

manent high school in Scarboro was
avt first a most difficult task. Funds {held in the town hall for many years | Pinc Point was the biggest. tie Lowe, deceased; Mrs. Florence
were scarce and the importance of jand only one room was available.| Others in the picture remembered | (Jones) Roberts, deceased; Herbert
2 high school education undervalued. The principal, Herbert Clark, hadiinclude Mrs. Myrtle (Dearing) John- | Ormsby, Walter Robinson of Porte
For several years a high school would | his desk in one corner and the organ | son of Portland; Mrs. Bertha (Libby) |land; Harry Kaler of Black Point,
gfstarted in the Fal} but discontinued | was in the other. When funds gave Lary of Scarboro; Mrs. Sadie (Libby) | deceased; Mrs. Ida (Wentworth)
’I?lie the Winter was ha;lf over. jout Mr. C'ark gave his services and | Fogg, deceased; Mrs. Laura (Roberts) | Walker of South Portland, and Mrs.

e picture above shows, however, |the school kept open. Milliken of Secarboro; Mrs, Annie | Kittie (Milliken) Morse of Scarboro, |

Laughton Collection

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1891 TOWN REPORT - 1890-1891 SCHOOL YEAR

This school of two terms: Fall and winter, was under the charge of B.E. Clark, who proved himself an efficient
teacher. Accurate scholarship characterizes all his teachings, while some attention was given to those most
useful. The pupils have shown a constant interest and have pursued their studies with a marked industry. Let us
keep pace with our adjoining towns and continue the High School; such a school is needed in town; it would
enable our young men to qualify themselves for the important positions they will be called to fill. Fit them to fill
our places with a thorough practical education, and it will ever be to them a source of wealth, prosperity, and
happiness. | would recommend an appropriation for its continuance at least as large as that of last year.

TEXTBOOKS:

Books adopted in 1890:
New Franklin Readers Barnes History
Greenleaf’s Mathematical Series Modern Spelling Book
Swinton’s Geography Smith’s Physiology
Harvey’s English Grammar Colburn’s Intellectual Arithmetic
Meservey’s Bookkeeping

Books bought:

Townsend Civil Government

J.H. Allen’s New Latin Method
French Grammar and Readers
Eclectic Physical Geography
Southworth and Goddard Grammar

Respectfully,
Edna E. Libby, Supervisor
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This 1891 picture shows the Scarboro Free High School students who attended the high school’s second term
held at the Independent Order of Good Templars’ hall in Dunstan, which was located where the soldiers’
monument is today. The winter term of the first permanent high school was run by its principal and only
teacher, Bertram E. Clark, who is seated in the front row.

Collections of Scarborough Historical Society

Dunstan 1891

Left to Right

Front Row: Eloise Milliken, Ella Gilman, Ida Wentworth, B C Clark (teacher), Agnes
McKinny (reclining), unknown.

Second Row: Edna Milliken, unknown, Olive Webster, unknown, Rolena Blake, Mattie
Hill.

Third Row: Maude Banks, Lettie Merrill, Eleanor Snow, Albion Libby, (space were no
one is standing) Edward Snow, Bertha Libby, Maude Wentworth. (near the lamp post)

Fourth Row: Foy Moulton, Henry Gilman, Harry Merrill, Milton (sp.?) Hills (w/ bat), Ed
Baker.

Back Row: Earl Milliken, Blanche Pillsbury, Albin Larrabee, Bert Ormsbee.



Laughton Collection
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Since the community had supported the building of
the Good Templars hall just a few years earlier,
residents signed a petition objecting to the fees the
town was being charged for the use of the building
for its high school.

Laughton Collection

This document was part of School
Superintendent Charles Cheney’s
negotiations with the Good Templars

in 1891 for the use of the building for high
school classes in Dunstan.
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The following school year saw a third term added, probably at Beech Ridge, as this had been the protocol a
decade before, but it appears it was not successful. A new Supervisor of Schools, Charles E. Cheney, took

charge for that school year.

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1892 TOWN REPORT - 1891-1892 SCHOOL YEAR

This school of three terms was taught by B.E. Clark, our teacher of last year. The change in location this year
was detrimental in many ways. The spring and fall terms were well attended, but the winter term was shortened
on account of small attendance. The pupils pursued their studies with an interest that showed in the end good
work. Such a school should be established in our town, and made a permanent thing. | would recommend the

usual appropriation.

Respectfully submitted,
Chas. E. Cheney, Supervisor of Schools

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1893 TOWN REPORT - 1892-1893 SCHOOL YEAR
The spring term was taught by Mr. D.G. Donnocker. His high standing as teacher and the work he did in the
school is too well known to need any commendation.

Mr. Donnocker resigned and recommended Mr. Roscoe A. Small as his substitute, who taught the fall term. The
examination proved that thorough work was done during his teaching. He resigned to accept a position a

teacher near Boston.

The winter term was taught by Mr. Arthur P. Irving who came highly recommended from Farmington where he
formerly taught. He has fully sustained his high standing as teacher here. He has been enthusiastic in his work
and has spared neither time nor pains in making the school a success and bringing it to a high standard.

The studies pursued during the past years have been as follows: Three classes in Latin, two classes in Greek,
advanced classes in Algebra and Geometry. The classes in Astronomy and Physical Geography have completed
those studies. The classes in Arithmetic and Grammar have reviewed those books and are ready to take Algebra
and Composition. There has also been history, Reading, Spelling, Debating and other exercises. The whole
number attending spring term was 23; fall term 35; winter term 26.

CATALOGUE

1893-1894.

D. B. LOTHROP, R. B., Principal.
NISS SARAH C. HOULTON, SUPERYISOR.

TITTSFIELD, MAINE
©0 1 AR o 101 PRINE

TARICELL, 100K AND
1893,

Scarborough Historical Society

Sarah C. Moulton, Supervisor of Schools

An article in that year’s town meeting included a vote on the following:
To see if the town will vote to support a free high school for the ensuing year, to be
held in the town hall, and raise money for the same.

The 1893 town report also noted that in the previous year high school attendance
was 23 students in the spring term, 35 students in the fall term, and 26 students in the
winter term.

In 1893, a Scarboro High School catalog was published which spotlights a large
amount of information on the early school. From the catalog, we learn there was a
three-year road to graduation. Students in their third and last year of instruction were
designated as being in the First Class, those just beginning their high school
education were in the Third Class, and scholars in between were members of the
Second Class.



Searboro High Sehool
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Students were admitted to the school after passing an examination
which tested them in reading, spelling, English grammar,

sy ot n s e e of he Cow. s s 1 arithmetic and geography. They could choose between a college

provide instruction in the higher brauches of study, and to promote - - - g

- — preparatory course, a classical course or a scientific course.
————

STUDENTS.

Graduates, Class of 1893.

COLLEGE PREPARATORY COURSE.

Libby, Bertha Q.
Ormsby, Ierbert Wm.

SCIENTIFIC COURSE.
Libby, Geo. H.

First Class. (’94)
COLLEGE PREPARATORY.
ITunnewell, John A.
SCIENTIFIC COURSE.
Blake, Rovena T.
TLibby, Kstelle 1L

Olliver, Marion
Wentworth, Ida M.

Seecond Class. (’95)

CLASSICAL COURSE.

Gilman, Mabel
Larrabee, Ralph B.
Libby, Perley E.
Libby, Ruth E.
Moseg, Annie E.
Staples, Edgar W.

SCIENTIFIC COURSE.
Bryant, Lewis M. .
Cook, Grace E.
Hill, Mattie W.

- Kaler Addie E.

Kaler, Hurry F.
Libby, Carrie E.
Libby, John O. {
Larrabee, Walter F.
Milliken, Eloise Fiske
Peterson, Lewiz A.
Pillgbury, Clara E.
Pillshury, John M.
Robinson, Wm. J.
Seavey, Walter
Small, Harry S.
Snow, Edwin B.

Third Class. (°96)
SCIENTIFIC COURSE.

Banks, Maud

Berry, Hattie M.
Bowley, Sadie E.
Carter, Herbert D.
ook, Albert A.
Cummings, Ienrietta I.
Johngon, Willie II.
Larrabee, Mary H.
Libby, Ethel 1.
Moody, Emery W.

.

Pillsbury, Guy H.
Richardson, Eddie M.
Robinson, Wm. B.
Sampson, Gertrude A.
Tucker, Albion C.

«+ Courses of Study.

There are three courses of study, an outline of which has already
been given. These courses have been carefully prepared to meet
the needs of those desirous of obtaining thorough and practical in-
struction, and all students will find it to their advantage to enter
some regular course and, as far as possible, to pursue the studies in
the order indicated.

Text books are furnished by the town.

Rhetorical Exercises.

Exercises in Declamation and Composition occur regularly dur-
ing each term. This work is considered especially important and is
5 required of all students,

P

- -

Literary Society.

The Searboro High School Assembly holds weekly meetings, and
is designed for a source of improvement in public speaking.

Rank.

A report of the progress and general deportment of each student
is sent to the parent or guardian at the close of every term.

General Remarks:

All are cordially invited to visit the school and observe for them-
selves the character of the work being done. -
It is essential that all students be present the first day of the
term. : 3
All are required to be punctual in attending to their recitations
and exercises. An excuse for any absence from a recitation or ex-
ercise must be promptly rendered in writing, and the recitation or
exercise made up.
Students living out of town will be admitted on the payment of
moderate tuition.
" Any student who wilfully injures or defaces in any way the build-
ging or property of the High School will be promptly expelled.

Scarborough Historical Society Collections
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Scientific Course,

FIRST YEAR.

FALL TERM. | WINTER TERM. | SPRING TERM.

Arithmetic, Arithmetic, Arithmetic,
Eng. Grammar, Eng. Grammar, Eng. Grammar,
U. 8. History, Civil Government, Book-keeping,

Penmanship, P enmanship, ¥ lPenmanship,
Reading. | Reading. Eng. Composition.
———
SECOND YEAR.

FALL TERM. = |  WINTER TERM. | SPRING TERM.
Algebra, Algebra, Algebra,
Astronomy, Physiology, Physiology,
Book-keeping, Physical Geography, | Botany,

Eng. Composition. | Eng. Syntax. | Eng. Syntax.
THIRD YEAR.

FALL TERM. | =~ WINTER TERM. |  SPRING TERM.
Geome'gry, Geometry, Geometry,
Rhetorie, ; Chemistry, Physics,

Cteneral History, General History, Geology,
Normal Class,

Eng. Literature.

Normal Class, l Eng. Literature.
Eng. Literature.

“It has been our object to establish that course of study which will be most practical to the students after their
school days are finished and they enter upon their vocations of life. Written examinations of each term’s work
have been given to all the students, and they have been required to attain a certain percentage upon the work of
each term, for the general welfare of the students and that the school might attain its present high standard.

The work of the teacher and students of this school deserve the highest praise. Today we have a high school in
the Town of Scarboro, of which all wise and conscientious citizens may well be proud.”

JNO. A. SNOW, Supervisor of Schools
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With only three graduating students in 1893, other students from the school participated in the graduation
exercises. The class colors were cardinal and cream.

@ﬁe{d uﬁﬁ’or) . Exerci ses
oAl

SCARBORG HIGH SCHOOL,

e

f'r’iday Eveqiqg, leo 16, S /‘/\

1893

Laughton Collection

# PROGRAMME. %

Music, . ; 3 : : . Home Again.

S. H. S, QUARTETTE.

PRAYER.

Music, . > s . : . Birds' Waltz.

CARRIE E. LIBBY, 5.

ORATION #

GEORGE HOWARD LIBRY, 3.

ESSAY» 3 7 . The School of Nature.

Benefits of Adversity.

ORATION,*

WILLIAM HERBERT ORMSBY. ‘3.

. Can the Republic Last?

ESSAY # - i e 5 2 A School.

GRACE E. COOK, 'ys.

ESSAY * . . The Advantage of an Education.

IDA M. WENTWORTH, ‘94.

MUSIC, . z ; 3 . Sweet Nellie Bawn.

ESTELLE H. LIBRY, o4,

DECLAMATION, A New Version of Barbara Freitchie.

JOHN ARTHUR HUNNEWELL, %o4.

HISTORY AND PROPHECY.*

ROVENA I. BLAKE, ’o4.
BERTHA 0. LIBBY, ‘g3.

RECITATION, . What the Diver Saw. -

i MUSIC, . ; : 3 : . Parting Song.
RUTH E. LIBBY, %3,
S. H. S, QUARTETTE.,
MuUsIC, . 5 5 5 5 ‘ . Junita.
. | PLOW
MISSES GILMAN, %3, and KALER, %s. SR BRI DIRE S

* Original,

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION IN THE 1894 TOWN REPORT ON 1893-94 SCHOOL YEAR

The High School during the past year has been under the instruction of Mr. D.B Lothrop, who came to us with
the highest possible recommendation, and who has labored faithfully and successfully for the welfare of the
school. The school has been large throughout the three terms. The interest and attendance have been well
maintained. The scholars have been interested in their studies and much good, thorough work has been done in
the school.

The former course of study has been somewhat revised and printed in better form, with the names of the
scholars and the classes to which they belong. | believe it to be the better plan to have the scholars keep along
with the common studies, arithmetic, grammar, reading, spelling and writing as much as possible, with the
more advanced studies which they take in the school, and thus avoid that lamentable ignorance concerning
those studies that is so often found in a High School graduate. All but seven in the school take arithmetic and
grammar.

The studies pursued during the past year have been as follows: Two classes in Latin, Cicero and Caesar, one
class in Greek, Anabasis, three classes in algebra, two classes in geometry, classes in civil government, natural
philosophy and physical geography. The classes in ancient and United States history, rhetoric, astronomy and
physiology have completed those studies. There are also classes in arithmetic, grammar and bookkeeping.
Nearly the whole school has taken bookkeeping the past two terms. Some have finished it. There have also been
reading spelling, writing, composition, declamations, debating and other exercises.

The whole number attending spring term, 31; fall term, 40; winter term, 41.
Respectfully submitted, Sarah C. Moulton, Supervisor of Schools

At the 1894 town meeting the town voted “to support a free high school for the ensuing year, to be held in the
town hall, and raise money for the same.”
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This photograph of
Scarboro High

School girls with their
teacher, D.B.
Lothrop, was taken in
1894.

Rodney Laughton Collection

/ > s il N

Lothrup, Grace Cook

Middle row: Mabel Gilman, Annie Moses, Rowena Blake, The SCh 001 M a’ am -
Martha Hill,

A Brilliant Comedy in Four Acts, will be given by

Front row: Addie Kaler, Eloise Milliken, Ida Wentworth, The Senior Class of S. H. S.
, Henrietta Cummings
AT THE SCARBORO TOWN HALL,

Friday Eve’g, Deec. 1%, 1894,

H Igh school drama The Danger Slgnal A If very stormy, the following Monday evening.

- leasing 1lrama, in‘Two Acts, will be given b, ]
presentations were e o CAST OF CHARACTERS.

popular and Oﬂen THE SENIOR CLASS OF S. H, S,, . Kate Bell, the school-ma’am, . : 5 X Grace E. Cook

Mrs. Grumy, the complaining parent, Elouise F. Milliken

. AT SCARBORO TOWN HALL, Mrs. Undertow, . . . @ Guen 0
Marly Undertow, . : 5 . n > . Mabel Gilman
graduation programs Friday Ewening, April 12, 1895, AL e e LR SR e e

Cypher, “a friend of education,” John 0. Libby

1f very stormy, the following Monday Lyening. Trueblood. Ralph B. Larrabee

one-act play. These i e s g Nilt Harmon, Bee, G © . Eawin . Suow
2 Johnnie Grump, the “little son,” . : i Lewis A. Peterson

two plays were CAST OF CHARACTERS. ! Jamie McWhaek, janito, . . . . . Eidgar W. Staples

presented during the Charles Norman, .+« +« + .« . Wm J Rohinson = ¥

H R e o= rtow, a “self-made” man, . = 3 Fs s 19 Small
would include a short AT 8 OGLOGK. g i F, ot el Sl

Enfield, alias Williamson, ey T = S S. H. Small SYNOPSIS.
SChOOI year. Chester Norman, . - .« =« + .« . John 0. Libby Acr I: Scexe 1—Kate Bell is employed to teach the *“deestrict™
a Doctor ¥aleriam, . . . . . . . E. Perley Libhy school. ScENE 2—Mrs. Grump calls to tell Kate about her “little son.”
Peter Bullock, . . . . . . . . . Edwin B Snow Undertow advises Kate.
Pat Malloney, S s Bdzar WoiStaples Act T1: Scene 1 —School library torn up. Trouble brewing. Milt
Persimmon, sl e et e i we oo Lewis Al Pelerson

Harmon summarily quells an incipient rebellion for Kate. The Board make
a “visitation” and examine the school. A vigorous demonstration by Mrs.
Grump. The accusation. Scenk 2 Marly Undertow’s plot.

Stella Enfield, . . .+ + . . + .« . RothE Libby
Mother Foresight, « +« « « + « « Floise F. Milliken

S+ e g i g~ A VNI
‘{nrnl;‘ S o £ Mabel Gilman Acr 1I: Scene 1—Jamie McWhack interviewed by the Board. His
DT S AR o SR SR o b bt e

inexhaustible humor. ScENE z—Kate’s grief and despair.  SceNe 3—The
night visit. The eavesdroppers. Burning of the school-house.

ACT L Acr IV: SceNe 1—The school-mistress in the toils. A row in the
Board. ScENE 2-—Kate in a dangerous position. Complete vindication of
the school-ma’am.

SYNOPSIS.

Stella and Chester Norman. Enfield warns Stella.  Wreck of the *Narthern
Belle.”  Valerian's ingenious theory discovers Lafield's secret.  Enfield’s burning
desire for revenge.  The plot.  The storm.  The rescue,

ACT 1L Admission, = = Adults, 20 Ceﬁfs.

Enfield implacable. Peter's ludicrous jealousy-  Stella fears insanily of her father. .
Another attempt on the elder Norman's life, Enfield’s terrible remorse. “The tboys” 7| Children under 12 years, 15 Cents,

take Peter * pickerel sticking,”  Norman's peril.  The danger signal. T Lakeside Press, Pordand, Me.
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The number of graduates in the class of 1894 grew to four. Other students besides the graduates were needed to

fill out the graduation program.

GRADUATION EXERGIBES

Class of 94, . . 8.,

B L 1 —

TOWN FHALTI,

JUNE 20, 1894, AT 8.00 P, I

GRADUATIS:

JOHN A. HUNNEWELL,
ROVENA I. BLAKE,
ESTELLE HR. LIBRY,

DA M. WENTWORTIH.

PROGRAMMI,

MARCII OF GRADUATES.
PRAYER.

ORGAN SOLO, - - -
CARRIE E. LIBRY,

SALUTATORY WITH ORATION, - Music.
JOHN A. IUNNEWELL, %94.
RECITATION, “THE SECOND TriAL.”?

GRACE E. COOK, %o3.

ESSAY, - - “OVER THE ALPs Lags I'taLy.”’
ROVENA I. BLAKE, '94.

DUETT, - . . 5 =
MISSES CUMMINGS AND BERRY.
DECLAMATION, “ITirT. SHE GOES AND

THERE Sui Gogs.”
LEWIS A. PETERSON, ’gs.

Rodney Laughton Collection

ESSAY, - - “THE NOBILITY OF LABOR."
ESTELLE H. LIBRY, %94

RECITATION, “KING ROBERT OF SrciLy.”’
RUTH E. LIBBY, ’g5.

SONG, - S“WHEN Summirr COMES AGAIN.”
ROVENA I. BLAKE.

DECLAMATION, - “THr BATTLE OF IvRY.”
JOHN 0. LIBBY, ‘g3,

VALEDICTORY AND ESSAY,
“THE SuMMmIr or A CENTURY.'
IDA M. WENTWORTI, ’g4.

)
SONG, - - - - ““THE SHir [ Love.”
ESTELLE H. LIBBY.
CONFERRING OF DIPLOMAS.
CLASS SONG.

CHORUS OF YOUNG LADIES.

BENEDICTION,

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM THE 1895 TOWN REPORT — 1894-95 SCHOOL YEAR
The instruction of the high school has been under the care of Mr. George H. Stoddard, whose earnest and
faithful efforts deserve the highest commendations.

It has been our object to establish that course of study which will be most practical to the students after their
school days are finished and they enter upon their vocations of life. Written examinations of each term’s work
have been given to all the students, and they have been required to attain a certain percentage upon the work of
each term, for the general welfare of the students and that the school might attain its present high standard.
The work of teacher and students of this school deserve the highest praise. Today we have a high school in the
Town of Scarboro, of which all wise and conscientious citizens may well be proud.

Jno. A. Snow, Supervisor of Schools
S.S. Committee: Alvan B. Larrabee, Granville McKenney, George Scamman, H.H. Allen

Town Meeting articles, March 4, 1895
The articles residents were asked to vote on at town meeting in 1895 included the following:

Article #8. To see if the town will vote to support a free high school for the ensuing year, to be held in the Town
Hall, and raise money for the same.
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Many scholars who had been working diligently since the reopening of the high school in 1890 realized their
goal in 1895, when the number of graduates swelled to nineteen.

R Catimas Yihasst
¢ LT
Graduading @aereised

..r

(Tas : i @ o 0 g. *The Distribution of Man. ’ Epcar W StArLEs
e (;‘"ﬂ):& ﬂ‘ 1895, Al By
10, A Parent’s Love. MarTHA W. HiLn
ol
e MUsiIC.
! Fonen Htall,
: ir. CLASS HISTORY. Crara E. Piurssury
, Ty ;!.nni.u'. Juen 28, 1395,
12.  * Wonders of Electricity. Louis A. PETERSON
(1 QA )
‘13, Labor Conquers, Carrie E. Ligey
14.  *The Sun. WiLiay J. RoriNsoN
/ﬁ "Lﬂ%lalnl/nleo 15. . Ancient and Madern Mades of Travel. Raren B. LARRAREE
MuUsiIC.
—0—
T ;
16. A Political Education. WALTER SEAVEY
Music. X
7. The Power of Tmagination, MABEL GILMAN
PRAYER.
18, Hawaii, : Epwin B. Snow
MUSIC, !

¢ 10. VALEDICTORY, with Essay—The Value of Decision. Rutw E. Linny
1. SALUTATORY, with Essay—A Description of Norman's Woe,

Grace E, Cook CLA3S SONG.
- : %2

2. Our Country’s Progress in Civilization, E. PerLEY Liry AWARDING OF DIPLOMAS.
3. A Mother’s Influence. Appie E. KALER s

ilroads. o AVAL 5 ABEE
4. * Railroads VALTER F. LARRABEE e
5. Step by Step. Erorse FiskE MILLIKEN

Mmusic.

6. ORATION—How to Make Life a Success. . : S. H. SmaALL
7. Advantages of Perseverance. Anzie E. Mosks
8. The Humble Origin of Great Men. Joux O, Liney

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1896 TOWN REPORT - 1895-96 SCHOOL YEAR

The first term of the school year was under the management of Mr. George N. Stoddard. Mr. Stoddard was a
faithful and conscientious teacher. The results of Mr. Stoddard’s work while connected with the school will long
be remembered by those students who had the good fortune of receiving the benefit of his labor. Mr. Stoddard
was called to the principalship of the Freeport High School at the close of the spring term. The last two terms of
the High School have been under the instruction of Mr. James G. Morrill, who came highly recommended by
the faculty of Bates College. Mr. Morrill is a painstaking teacher and a good disciplinarian. Next year the High
School will be a large school, as | have given many certificates of admission, and there are many well prepared
to enter the school.

JNO. A. SNOW, Supervisor of Schools
S.S. Committee: Granville McKenney, Seth L. Plummer, Geo. S. Scamman, H.H. Allen



One ITundred Years Ago,

The Cumberland,

SQARBORO HIGH S@HOOL
Speakir)g Exbibition

SEMAT Sk

TOWN HALL, OAK HILL

Friday, June 18,

= NP ROGIRAN - = =

MISSES MILLIKEN and LEAVITT
Prayer.
MISS GILMAN

The Spoiled Statue, Anon

LOTTIE B, SNOW.

Aron
WILLIE W. DRESSER.
The Two Chimneys, Strong
LUELLA LIBBY.
Longfellow
FRANK L. OLIVER.
Wanted, A Wife, Anon
HARRY E, TRIPP.
What the Little Girl Said, Anon

S. JOSEPHINE PLUMMER.
MISSES GOOGINS and SEAVEY

The Bicycle Ride, Harvey

MARY PEDERSON.

The Trouble With the Steward, Anon

HARRY C. LANE

The Execution of Queen Mary, Lamartine

EDITH L. NEWCOMB.

The Black Horse and His Rider, Sheppard

SCOTT G. LARRABEE.
Music,

1897.

A Heart of Charity,
SUSIE G. LARKIN,
Hullo !
CHARLES P. BOWLEY.
An Auctioneer’s Gift, ;
NORA G. NELSON.
A Poetical Courtship,
EMELYN P, MILLIKEN.
How Columbus Found America,
EVA L. GOOGINS,
The Child Martyr,
KATHERINE E. ORMSBY.
Music,
The Slim Teacher of Cranberry Gulch,
ARNOLD E, COOK.
Elopement in Seventy-five,
MILDRED C. OLIVER,
A Thankful Parson,
WILLIE G. WILLMAN,
Music.
I'he Bridge Keeper's Story,
IILLIAN M. ROBINSON.
Presto Chango,
ETTA A. LIBBY,
Pat and the Pig,
DON L, LING.

Music.

1897 Scarborough High School prize speaking competition
Rodney Laughton Collection

Public prize speaking was popular at that time. Over two dozen students participated in this program in 1897.

Anon
Loss
Foss

Iills

Dodge

Anderson

Anon

Anon

Anon

Eaton

Smiley

Anon

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1897 TOWN REPORT - 1896-97 SCHOOL YEAR

This school was under the instruction of J.G. Morrill (during the spring term). Mr. Morrill was with us the

20

previous year and needs no recommendation. The fall and winter terms have been under the instruction of F.L.

Ames. Mr. Ames came to us highly recommended, and the advancement and progress have been as marked, and
the discipline as good as under the previous instructor. Mr. Ames has appeared deeply interested in the success
of the school and in the welfare of each scholar. A large number of the scholars readily reciprocate and

appreciate this interest and endeavor to procure good lessons and submit willingly to the rules and

requirements of the school.

The attendance during the past year has been nearly the same as in preceding years. We would like to see all

the children who enter the high school continue until they graduate.

H.H. Allen, Supervisor

Superintending School Committee: W.H. Graffam, Seth L. Plummer, F.P. Briggs, J.A. Snow, H.H. Allen
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e :
“LABOR OMNIA VINCIT." )

Lol

Class of 1896 graduation program Greduating - Exercises

Laughton Collection

—~> OF <

$ THE CLISS OF 16, 8. 0.8, ¢

€ _ AT -9

: TOWN HALL, ’
4 FRIDAY EVENING JUNE 19, 1896, &

Rt 8 o’elock.

G 4
AAABASAATALEAAARMAASASSAMALMAASARA GRS,
PROGRAMME. (
e, RO S
S Musie. ; Basty
Prayer 5. Class History,
A GEORGE H. TRIPP.
6. Flags,

Musie, CLIFFORD J. TUCKER.

1. Salutatory with Essay—Life From the Poets, Musie.

MARY I. LARRABEE.

7. Valedictory with Essay—West Indies Gem,

2. Prophecy,
HATTIE M. BERRY.

Marrie A, WILLMAN.

MusiT:. Class Song,

3. Oration—Language, RAwarding of Diplomas.
. RALrH H. KNTGHT.

4. The Voice, Benediection,

ALICE M. MORRELL.
L/\‘f/\d
0% (% % & )/6 @/

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1898 TOWN REPORT - 1897-98 SCHOOL YEAR
It appears from reports in the 1898 town report that there was serious disagreement between the school
superintendent and the school board that year.

From report of Superintendent of Schools:
At the beginning of the school year, your school board saw fit to take charge of this school, and procured the
services of F.F. Ames, who your Superintendent had retained for the spring term.

Our experience in school affairs has taught us that when there is a division, it is better for all parties to make a
change. This state of affairs occurred last spring, and we most earnestly urged your school board to elect a new
teacher, which they did not do.

We recognize Mr. Ames’ ability as a scholar, but with his methods of instruction and discipline, we cannot
concur. We regret that we have not received better returns for the money expended, and hope if our High
School continues longer, our successor will labor under more favorable circumstances.

H.H. Allen, Supt.
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To the Citizens of Scarboro:

We, citizens of Scarboro and members of your School Board, feeling that we cannot concur with your
Superintendent’s report, wish to express our opinion in regard t the High School and will say that, as far as we
have been able to observe, and we think we have had ample opportunity, that the High School, with proper
supervision, would have been one of the best we ever had, and even with the drawbacks which have been
brought to bear, it has been a good and profitable school. We believe Mr. Ames to be a teacher of fine abilities
and one who has given his best energies for the promotion of the school. Unfortunately, some of the larger boys
made some little disturbance, but when reasoned with, with one exception, acknowledge their wrong and
reinstated themselves in the school, for which, we think, they should be commended. On the whole, we believe
the High school has been a success and the money well expended.

Members of the School Board: W.H. Graffam, S.L. Plummer
Others: A.B. Larrabee, C.O. Libby, Charles W. Libby, John Plummer, Abner P. Hill, W.D. Bowley,
E.S. Oliver, J.H. Libby, I.C. Libby, George B. Libby, T. Alonzo Libby

At this time more space was needed to accommodate the high school at the town hall, and the following article
was included in the warrant for the town meeting in 1898:

Town Meeting Article #26 — February 10, 1898
To see if the town will vote to build a new school house near the Town House, or raise the roof of the
Town House one story, and finish, furnish and equip the same for the use of the High School (by request).

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1899 TOWN REPORT - 1898-99 SCHOOL YEAR

The High School has been under the instruction of Mr. W.H. Ormsby, who needs no introduction to the
inhabitant of Scarboro, being one of those teachers who uses all energy possible to secure the best of results.
We think he has done everything in his power to make a success of our school, striving for the interests of every
pupil, and everything we observed has been quiet and orderly around the school room, showing that he has
been an excellent disciplinarian.

It gives us much pleasure to visit this school and listen to the recitations, the scholars being very prompt in
answering their guestion; everything tends to show greatest harmony existing between teacher and scholars.

If everyone who thinks the High School is a failure in Scarboro would spend a short time in visiting this school,
they would be highly pleased, and they would leave this school room saying within themselves what a noble lot
of material we have to mold into noble young men and women, and | shall always strive to support a High
School, and encourage all others to do the same. What money we raise for support of schools and spend for this
purpose, and our children attend and obtain this knowledge, in after years we may observe the fruits of our
labors.

FRED E. MOULTON, Superintendent - School Committee: W.H. GRAFFAM, J.F. STOREY, CHAS. E. LIBBY

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1900 TOWN REPORT on 1899-1900 SCHOOL YEAR
The High School during the spring term was under the instruction of Clarence Proctor, who came to us with
excellent recommendations and who labored earnestly for the welfare of the school.

The Fall and Winter terms have been under the instruction of Percy Fowler Parsons, a graduate of Harvard,
who came to us with the highest recommendations. Mr. Parsons has labored earnestly for the school, and we
think that he has met with untold success, as the scholars appear to be interested in their books and work with
zeal to 55 procure good lessons, and submit willingly to the rules and requirements of the school. Mr. Parsons
is a good disciplinarian, and should be retained for the next year.



FRED E. MOULTON, Superintendent.
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School Committee: W.H. GRAFFAM, CHAS. E. LIBBY, DANIEL C. LIBBY

FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1901 TOWN REPORT on 1900-1901 SCHOOL YEAR

We retained the former teacher, Mr. Percy Fowler Parsons for the spring term, which he taught with the same
success as past year and we graduated a class of two from our school, Latin scientific course. Etta Adele Libby,
Scott Goddard Larrabee, who we think will go forth showing respect and honor for our high school, as many of

our former graduates have done.

During the summer vacation Mr. Parsons was offered a position in Massachusetts, and sent his resignation to

the School Committee of Scarboro which was accepted with regret.

The fall and winter terms have been taught by your Superintendent; the attendance has been good. It is

unnecessary for me to make extended remarks.

FREDERIC E. MOULTON, Superintendent

School Committee: CHAS. E. LIBBY, DANIEL C. LIBBY, M. MILLIKEN
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e of Sclemoed % L | LAl L L BRR LG Clatbe @ ‘(‘:,4‘ ol
BN L IR e L T 8Lt o Phad s ot F 1 1. Seendedtn i esiel -fu{l/ 2+ AL
30. How [l?;?‘x;\‘l;a:1el:,? leule;l}‘lgt« lur smahu },“ ‘q.o‘ ro \\L At st hfj ak% g’“ 19 4/[1/ (3 !'ﬁf('(h:) e
31. Is the school well furnished with text-books.. 15 . iioisiiiviiiiinnen Prdes '
32. What globes, wall maps and charts, if any, belong to the school i k‘. - [

33. Was the teacher duly examined and certificated as required by law? /(14 I “ anatin

I hereby certify that this Register has been truly and faithfully kept as required by law, and that all the state
ments herein made are correct according to my best 30»\']04;:\‘ and belicf.
\

1 5 E /4 27 y mgs ) Teacherof Hiyt
= 1/[.(-;7 tute. /anifue—o ) “‘L\'k\
1894

* In cases where the teacher’s board is paid by the town, the price of board per week should be added to the wages
teacher per week.

Sehool

Term.,

2

In the era before automobiles, a page
from Percy Parsons' school register
that each teacher was required by
state law to keep includes his
explanation as to why his class
experienced a high rate of tardiness:

“This school has so many
tardinesses because six scholars
came in one wagon and the boy who
brought them was never ready. It
was all his fault and not theirs. Now
that they come with their own rigs
they are on time. Except for that, this
school would have a very good
record considering the roads and
distances.”

From the Scarborough Historical
Society’s ephemera collection
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FREE HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1902 TOWN REPORT - 1901-1902 SCHOOL YEAR

The high school during the past year has been under the instruction of Walter R. Whitcomb, a graduate of
Dartmouth, who came highly recommended. At each visit to the school, the pupils were found orderly and
attentive, and making commendable progress in their work. Mr. Whitcomb’s manner of having the importance
deserves much credit.

A piano has been purchased by the school, the money being raised by entertainments given by the pupils the
past two years.

The spring and fall terms were twelve weeks each, the winter term seven, but would have continued two weeks
longer, had not the teacher been unexpectedly called away. The average attendance has been good, and
thorough work has been done throughout the year.

No subject is of greater importance than the relation of the public school to the life of the people, and from it we
look to the boys and girls of today to come to manhood and womanhood better equipped for the duties of
citizenship.
LIDA E. LIBBY, Superintendent
DANIEL C. LIBBY, MARK MILLIKEN, RICHARD M. LIBBY, School Committee

= = PROGRAM. - - CLass PROPHECY,

Miss LuLu B. OrMSBY.

CLASS MOTTO;—"Ler Us Attain What We Pursue’

Graduation INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC, ORATION, “Labor Conquers All,”
® T g R R “The Flower Song,” Gustave Lange, Crrvrorp T1. LIBBY.
Erercises . . . et ooy
LSS BB S Music—*The Flower Girl,” Vocal Solo,
& iy INVOCATION. M1ss MABEL GILMAN.
CLASS OF 1902
; Music, VALEDICTORY, “Weavers,”
QUARTET. Miss Susie A. PILLSBURY.
Scarboro . . . R
MBI SALUTATORY, PRESENTATION OF DipLomas,
L 294 MES W. Lvons.
’blgb 5Cb00[ I : Miss Lipa E. Lispy, Supr.
SonG, >
ADDRESS TO THE (CLASS,

Mgs. PLumsEer and Miss ROBERTS.

Friday, June 27, at 3.00 2. M. PriNCIPAL A. W. JONES

. Crass Hisrtory,
Laughton Collection :
Miss Lipa E. HArRMON. l\r{[:SIC,

QUARTET.

Music,
QUARTET. BENEDICTION.

With no running water available in the district schools in Scarborough, it was customary to provide drinking
water in the classrooms using a pail of water with a dipper. This practice evidently carried over to the high
school classrooms, as we see from this receipt

. /,/ sl v Pe dated June 6, 1902, when the town purchased

N WW Sy a pail for the high school for 25 cents.
s § 1903~ Hallo flail po K ldebint, 5,25

ﬁWQL ;’/7::%

Scarborough Historical Society’s ephemera collection
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K/WJ&?,@ WE.QM,IV /902

VA o{/{ el A janitor’s services were necessary in the
z early high school. In 1902, J. Ralph Ormsby
& /ﬂ 7 5 had that job, for which he was paid $4.50 for
o= sm Qman.w anm 6% ﬁ"b 6 weeks as janitor in the area of the town hall
W Ao tol 4/5 57, being used for high school classes.

fae
i e

Scarborough Historical Society’s ephemera collection

HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1903 TOWN REPORT - 1902-1903 SCHOOL YEAR

During the past year the committee has been obligated to obtain a new teacher for each term. Notwithstanding
these changes, the work of the school has progressed favorably. The Spring term was taught by Prof. A.W.
Jones, who worked earnestly for the advancement of the school, with a gratifying degree of success. At the close
of the term Mr. Jones resigned, having been elected Principal of Oak Grove Seminary. The fall term was under
the instruction of Mr. H.W. Hall, of Colby, who came highly recommended. This term had the largest number of
pupils for the year, and the average attendance was very good. For the Winter term, the committee was
fortunate in securing the services of Mr. W.H. Thompson, a teacher of many years’ experience, who has worked
diligently for the interest of each pupil. The parents speak in the highest terms of the teacher and he has their
earnest cooperation in his school work.

Respectfully,
LIDA E. LIBBY, Superintendent
School Committee: MARK L. MILLIKEN, RICHARD M. LIBBY, ROSCOE G. TRIPP

HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1904 TOWN REPORT - 1903-1904 SCHOOL YEAR

There has been marked progress in our high school during the past year, which is due to a large measure to the
industry and the thorough comprehension of educational methods of its principal. The students understand that
it is not a lounging place for those who are idle and indifferent, but a place where earnest work must be done.

A high school properly conducted has a great influence for good in any community, and is worth all it costs.
Most of the graduates from the school are doing excellent work. Those who are not doing well cannot charge
their want of success to the school.

Two-thirds of the pupils in our schools will never enter college but will graduate from the common or high
school. The intelligence of our people of the future depends upon the character of our schools of today. These
are the foundations.

Graduates: Dollie Littlefield Carter & Mildred Calista Pillsbury

Respectfully,
LIDA E. LIBBY, Superintendent
School Committee: RICHARD M. LIBBY, ROSCOE G. TRIPP, WILLIAM E. SEAVEY



GRADUATING EXERCISES.

SCARBORO HIGH SCHOOL.
Class of 1903,

Town Hall, Friday, June 26, at 8 P. M.

- 'MARCH.
PRAYER. :

P1aNo SoLo,
Miss Dozo‘rm' L. Mn.um

DECLAMATION, Toummt l'Ouvmnre.,‘
J. Ru.m Onusnv g :

Music,

RECITATION, : The Clown’s Baby
SRR Miss Grace J Wicur, 5
PIANO SOLO,
S S ‘Miss Dororuy L. LisBv.

. DECrAMATION, The Death Bridge of the Tay.
o S NORMAN W. THURSTON.

NS QUARTET.

RECITATION, A Leak in the Dyke.
' Miss Rusy L. MILLIKEN.

VocaL So1o,

MR. CHARLES E. HASKRLL.

EssAY, The Lesson of Forgiveness.
Miss Dorri L; CARTEKR.

Vocaz Soro,
Miss MaseL GILMAN. S
Essav, Heroism.
AMiss Mirprep C. PILLSBURY.

PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS, :
Miss LipA E. Lissy, Surr.

Appruss To Tui Crass, i
PRINCIPAL WL H. Tnoursou.

Music,
» anm.
BENEDICTION.. ;
GRADUATES
& Dollie Littlefield Catter.

Mlldred Clhsm Pills

26

GRADUATION EXERCISES.

SCARBORO BIGH SCHOOL.
Class of 1904.
Town Hall, Thursday, June 30, at 8 P. M.

PRAYER

P1axo Sovro,
Mi1ss AGNES SNoOw

RECITATION, How He Saved Saint Michael’s

Miss RuBy L. MILLIKEN
Music,

QUARTET

| DECLAMATION,

- VoecAL Sote,

& sts ‘BERTHA 'rﬂou
RECITATION, ! G e ‘The Bndge-
Mlss Gnacx wmm

Music, it
‘Qmm‘ur,,)‘ L
DECLAMATION, : o Sl s Renben'J.am'ea‘
Joux L. Larotaw @ & o
Piano Soro,

Miss M. ANNA LEE
RECITATION, _ The Ride of Jennie McNeal
Miss Any L. PILLSBURY
Vocar Soro, :
MR. CHARLES E. HASKELL
Essay, Character
Miss DoroTHY L. MILLER
PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS,
Miss Lipa E. LiBBY, SUPT.
Musrc,
QUARTET
BENEDICTION,

GRADUATE,
Dorothy Louise Miller.

These graduation programs for the Scarboro High
School classes of 1903 and 1904 were copied
electronically from town reports from the
collections of the Scarborough Historical Society.
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In 1905, work on a building that would be a high school for Scarborough had been going forward. To those
critical of the new school, School Superintendent Lida E. Libby spoke in defense of the project in the 1905
town report:

HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION FROM 1905 TOWN REPORT - 1904-1905 SCHOOLYEAR

This year’s work in the high school has been satisfactory. The attendance has been good. Mr. Thompson has
worked for the interest of each pupil and has spared neither time nor pains in making the school a success and
bringing it to a high standard.

Concerning the new school house at Oak Hill, the question has been raised by many of our citizens, whether the
town requires so large and expensive a building as it begun. We recognize the fact that it appears like a great
undertaking to build such a building as has been planned, and at first sight, an extravagant undertaking for the
town and one that it cannot afford.

We believe in economy in the administration of public affairs, but do not believe it would be good economy to
erect a building that would not meet the requirements of the town. A schoolhouse is not built for a few years’
service, but to meets the demands of higher education for the next half century, perhaps longer.
Respectfully,
LIDA E. LIBBY, Superintendent of Schools

ROSCOE G. TRIPP, WILLIAM E. SEAVEY, FRED A. MILLER, School Committee

At the town meeting that year, residents were asked to approve funding to finish the ambitious school building
project:

Town Meeting Article #10 — 1905:
To see what action the town will take in regard to finishing the new school house at Oak Hill, and raise a sum
of money for same.

An issue of The Town Register of Scarborough was published in 1905, and it had the following comments on
the town’s high school:

The first high school taught in town was held about twenty-three years ago and met in the district school
houses, three months at Dunstan, three months at Beech Ridge, and three months at Oak Hill. Master Lord, of
Limington, was employed instructor. The high school was for a while located at Dunstan, and kept in the Good
Templar’s Hall. This school will occupy rooms in the new building now under construction at Oak Hill. The
school is making good progress and offers to the young men and women of the town educational advantages
which may fit them for many of life’s duties in this practical age.

While waiting for the completion of the building in 1905, Scarborough High School’s spring term classes were
held in the town hall. The White School at Oak Hill was finally able to open its doors for the fall and winter
terms. At long last Scarborough had a high school building!
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Originally called the White School, beginning in 1905 this building housed high school classes in upstairs
classrooms and elementary grades occupied the first floor.

W
y

iik lllll
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THE WHITE SCHOOL
From the Collections of Rodney Laughton

After serving as the town’s first high school, the White School later became the Oak Hill Primary School. In
recent years it has been a commercial building, most recently the home of the Arlberg Ski & Surf shop.

Arlberg Ski & Surf, which was the former White School, the first Scarborough High School.



In 1915, a reunion of the first two Scarboro Free High School classes was held.

-
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»»‘I‘wenty-txve years® ago last.’ month
he present Scarboro High Sclicol held
ts ‘first session at' the Town . House.

T'A reuniofi of the scholars attending the

first: two terms, was held Wedncesday
evening, 'Sept. 22 at the = Moulton House.
ASs far as known, all puplls of that
tinfe  were mnted together with the

.| teacher, who is now Judge Bertrand E.
1Clark, of Hnnco«.k County and Mrs.

Clark.

It was an informal occz\sion, a re-

i newing of old friendships, and in some

rases a guessing of identities as quite
a number of those present had met but
seldom, if at all, during the time.

After greetings had been exchanged,
the group posed for *a’ picture, and
from the difficulty the photographer
expericnced in keeping the party qulet,
one“would have thought the 25 years
had roiled hackward. '

A fine shore dinner was next ‘en-
joyed, 21 being seated at the tables. On
each table were placed pictures taken
during these two terms, which recalled
many amusing incidents. After din-,
ner the party adjourned*to the parlors,
where g short program was given, 'Dr.
Henry Gnman acting as master of
ceremonies. .

«Judge Clark in responding to the
toast, My PUpils, spoke in a pleasant
reminiscent view: of the school; and
his pleasure in meeting
again with his old scholars.

Mrs, Kittie Milliken Morse rr'nhed
to the toast, OQur Teacher, «paying
well deserved compliment to Mr. Clark
for the influence he exerted over “his
pupils, and the respect and esteem’ he
inspired, alse their pleasure in again
meeting him. Some amusing incidefits
of the first few days were Tecalled.

An original poem by Sadje C. Rich~
ardson . was next in: order which lol-

i

Sa’g she‘d heard Miwad tp be rigid

hat very first exam,—

While she ,eared, not ‘for herselr
But tor others, well,-

I listened and 1 ondered, ;
Very little- could I say: 1
M} stremzth was. slowly oozing  “:

" journeyed nn my wa&.

At )aet ong’ thought came to mo %
Like a gleaming: rav ot 1)ght—~ 39 AT R

If the others all '
They II" leave, the ﬂmd ln slght’

i

Oh, then I was 'so tintid." Eos

And [ gave an irnward groan.'

They've just a few to guh Irom,
Must I go back along?

/

-

f

We reached the dear old Town Hoqse.
And I'll always bles¢ the day:* :
When first I =saw our teacher,” .

And his kindness all the way.t 5.

We must hnve tried him sorely,
With our luughyl g and our acts;
But he showed a kindly spirit, ;
W lth a great amount, of tact. -

And T'll say, right now, dear schoolma.tes.

" That. this we need thmu"h lite.

Twill help ito sweeten labox:, ‘
Good for husband and for: wlfe

And if we haven’t got it,
Let's stock right up tonbght
We want the very best thére is,
To help us live just rlg“

But, oh, 'those \Ved\|e<(1.13 afternoons.
l)eep are they in"memory riven;,
How Al Libby could'leh«\te
\\hen driven on ’

,wa 1 uséd to t

- [
Riding home er Harry;

He always ca by qto,.m_
So 1 léarnedy fe wary.
Oh. that t prage al. good

“llows: T
8 PSRN S PN wtﬁ.—.‘.«.«.swwm‘

Tho' MM hlF

: Just, to read a page or two '

aheml &7 o

»_Kg}ml if you pald them' in advénce 3

: Oh,. the old High School Observer

‘1Let us go hack again, schoolmntes.

‘| was voted to organize with the follow-

‘|Hunnewell Dearing;

Tt and Nnn___.__c._,; a

e }
;"at;x‘ ]

- Kept you posted for'a week. §87 4

’
The terms were very liberal,
Only two dollars a year,

“Chey asked thtee dollars clear.

ou wonder that it sold

Ll e popcorn at a fair?

Hns no equal -anywhere. .

Back to those old days gone by, .
When we were just. boys and girls,
' "Tending the old bcarboro High:

Let us make this night so merry
’L‘hat 'twill be on memory’s sze.,.
Like a beacon in the darkness
Even down to our old age.

bollowing this was a vocal solo by
Mrs. Lettie Pllisbury Merrlll, which
was much enjoyed. .

Prophecies and Realitids was a co
parison of the prophecies of 25 y
ngo- with the present of the /sch
This put the gathering in touch
the absent ones,  Messages wer
from. Alvan I, Larrabee of Detroit;
Rev. Harry Richardson of New York
State; Albion and ‘Clifford “Libby of
Newark, N. J.;» W. Herbert Ormsby of
Houlton; 'Mrs. Ella.Gilman Shaw of
Wmdham and Miss Marian Oliver of
Scarboro.

A business meeting followed, and -t

ing officers:’ President, Mrs. Annie
secretary-treas-
urer, Danetta M. Lowe; execytive com-
mittee, Mrs. Kittie Morse, Miss Annie
(#{lman, E. Blanchard Pillsbury. ‘
‘It was votéd to held another' re-
unien in two years, date and place to
be annoupced later. - i
The company then gathered ahout
the piano for one.of their old time
“sings"” Mrs. Gilman acting as accom-

punlst_. :AL"»M..-»J PRGSO (s

S ppp——p—
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"slngs*’ Mrg Guman, acting. as’ accom—

% nrdson/was next in order which fol-
T8t and N pan 4
Dillest "mh’&‘m*m”' Tt w wa§‘é"’mds%’ Fﬂ]‘”};abfe"bécasion and |

P IOWS‘
Bl mansiie il e e mwﬁﬁ*ﬁ‘&nw

s T S{‘xiu?lklﬁft‘ lmg z;:;eu;.n l;l?;l’;té?(;ggf;fght Mol sy ;.tt V};a;la t\:xglholi‘ﬁzrﬁ the p;zrtyxaepara‘bed- i
T’ii‘ésvﬁ‘icﬂé’é"‘y‘gﬁﬁ‘?ﬁ; :ﬁgﬂ? ";."mm ¢ ‘ ?.C]Thloig pres&nt'}'{' gudge .Bertrand E.
-{And 1. for one, scarce realize o ji dead s To0 08N, g e R e C P T
¥ éi;{?:twseo rzﬁ%rgegeﬁ‘rsthheag%h];gfslegom lo‘wh viging; ' ¥ Jhas s -ﬁdwnrd Baker, Piné. Pc;lntc «Mr. “and |
*| " And recited, class by.class. o ¢ |Mrs. Freds, Merrlll, West ~Searboro;

=50 firm dnd lig'ht,lu.,_

Yet, & auarter of'a century P
° Has surely rolled” aw T rselyl
& Sime we trod those. nlsles together
| ©Onithat. ﬂrst ev ent{ul ‘day. B

§ ;
aw well do T remember
3;\ HHow ‘we wondered ‘if we’d pass;

| Mrs. Frank Morse, Mr.: 'Donald: ‘Morse,
+ ot Saco;r Mpg and’ Mrs.. Fred "B, Dearing, |

South Portland; Mr. um;\ Mrs. Gorshiom
Johnson,® Stroudwater I Miss: Sadie B,
Richardson,” Weat Searboro. D1
Mrs. Henry Gllman,* Portlan
Annie Gilman,: Scarboro; #Mrs

T

in again.
oi-n care was; :‘ree
: \I',hb.t was the. atter o
Bis necktie, bo f' ‘said’

y g

Seth | ¥

nd my heart was- very]hgg‘vy Y 5 By i)mt sc}l;ool paper, - .- ~-.»| Roberts, . Scarboro;: Augustug Mltéhell ¢
g_&\ﬂ{en 1 heard or;e sprightly BLRNs e'so gsggw R Scarboro, Miss D M. Lowe, Po.rtlan 48
Y i —‘—““_:s:‘-fs;.—:.ﬁm

Laughton Collection

At some point the White School was deemed too small for the growing number of both high school and
elementary school students, and the town had to consider going forward with a new larger high school for the
community. Initially there was opposition to such an ambitious project.

Tax Payers of Scarboro |
Watch Out!

Acre you willing to mc')ttgagﬁ«l~ your thomes to help pay for
a $75,000 High Schodl building, or will you vote

against such extravag nce?

The Town ch()na show that in 191 Alle t@ax rate was $lt 40, in ]975 6 Omk "
WHAT will it be in 1926 if the town bos tows $75,000 to build 2 new High Scho
building which is only the beginning of the ,b).pense ?  Remember interest on the §75, 000"
must be added to the loan, which, for a tc:m,6 of years, is no small sum, Reckon it and
se"

l("e?n”é?ifb%‘f"rGETn'a‘l""iS'i42’78T)T70W2§?er?§%‘ﬁ‘mmmm‘m&lf
ing, making a total of $149,278 to be ass for.

THINK of the maintenance of such a byilding.
Why not enlarge and remodel the present High School building?

. . - - - . - .
Provision for this were made by the coitractor at the time it was built should it be *
necessary to do so at any future time.

This can be done at a reasonable cost, keepiag our taxes within our pocket-books.

| 3
If you allow this unreasonahle proposition to stand, you will have to pay unreasonab’e
. .
taxes because taxes are assessed on the amouiit of money raised.

‘ . i : . o e
The Town Reports show there were 61 pupils registered in the High School in the
fall of 1922; in the fall of 1925, 62 pupils—a > increase of one pupil in three ycars.

Is this registration and increase suﬂicicﬁ'flt to require a $75,000 building ?

Think these facts over, taquyers, and present yourselves at
the polls on Saturday, Apnl 3rd, at 2 p.m., to protect
the welfare of your famili :s and town.

. X

Scarborough Historical Society Ephemera Collection



31

The project to build a new high school was approved, and in 1926 construction began on a brick school building
which was named Scarborough High School. The name was eventually changed to the Bessey School.

Scarbbrough's‘new high school under construction in 1926
The Laughton Collection

A formal dedication of the new Scarborough High School was held on February 25, 1927.

DEDICATION

OF THE

Scarborough High School

W

Dedicated to the Bogs and Girls,
Our Citizens in the Making

W

FRIDAY EVENING
FEBRUARY 25, 1927

8.00 O'CLOCK

«.. Program ...

Orchestra
Prayer Rev. R. H. Colby
Music
Remarks ... Principal Elwood G. Bessey
Address Dr. B. F. Wentworth
Music
Remarks Supt. F. H. B. Heald
Address Hon. Edward E. Chase
Musice
Address Josiah W. Taylor
State Agent for Secondary Education
Music
Address .. Hon. Frederick W. Hinckley

Presentation of Keys Robert C. Green
Chairman of Board of Selectmen

Acoeptanoe of KOYE .......c..creriserssssansonsiisens Elmer L. Merrill
Chairman of the Board of Education

Hywmx or DebreaTrox.
Tune: “Jerusalem, The Golden”
Fair shrine of cherished visions, As stecled for nation-bullding,

Tonight we throng thy hnlls By writ (rom sacred pa.
To _reap the rich fulfillment They wrought for unbnm peoples
Of dreams which reared thy walls; Rich Wisdom's herita,

The Voiee whlch called our fathers In_every hall of learnlng

ast a eager souls have trod,
Proclulmn slm to Lhelr ehlldren We garner golden fruitage,
shall make you free!” ‘Where others turned the sod,

Not ours to cross the ocean,
That Freedom's to)'clh mlght burn;
altar,

here seeking hearts might turn.
Ours, to make straight the thwuy
To zultl the dreams of N
eep the questing fooutepu
!n shining paths of Trut
F. B. LiBBEY

BUILDING COMMITTEE.
Elmer L. Merrill, John M. Pillsbury,
A. W, Hodgman, F. H. B. Heald, Secretary.
Board of Education.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

Augustus C. Johuson, Dr. B. F. Wentworth,
Robert C. Green, Edward Higgins,
Earle Leary.
ARCHITECTS

. MILLER, MAYO & BEAL

CONTRACTORS

JOHN J. MALONEY & CO.
General Construction

HEATING AND VENTILATION
A. B. FELS CO.
PrumBING

RICE & REUBEN

Erecrrioar Wirixa

L. W. CLEVELAND CO.

HIGIH SCHOOL FACULTY
Elwood G. Bessey, Principal
Frances Bryant Libbey
Marjorie Sterling Holway
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Classes were first taught at the new high school in the fall of 1926.

Laughton Collection

Elwood G. Bessey was the first principal When the high school moved to still another new building
of the new Scarborough High School. on the Gorham Road in 1956, the former high school
became the new junior high school. It was named after

the beloved former principal, Elwood G. Bessey.

Scarborough

Old High High School Named In Honor
Of Retired Prin. Elwood G. Bessey

SCARBOROUGH — The Old
' Scarborough High School which
will be used to house junior high
pupils has been named the El-
wood G. Bessey School by the
School Committee. |

Bessey retired in 1948 after
-serving 30 years as principal of
the school. He now resides in
Portland,

Elwood G. Bessey

Laughton Collection

e e o e R e e
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