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In the year 64 A.D,, July 19th to be exact, when Rome flourished
[(2 e <
as the ‘i.eadiﬁng city of the world and was then under the sovereignty of the

W{‘ ity

¥bloody I\Tero": there\brol:e out in that metropolis of the so-called world-
Loze U‘.-f 'S

empire a.n immense fire which raged for approximately one week or a few

days more/ according to the testimony of various historians, and recuced

that
thet splendid city to a shell of its former glorious self. The d.amage

\-troughti,:h‘:;;fm't’:'l':e consuming conflagration is well described by Gibbon in his
"Deeline :.na :.-a.ll of the Roman Empire" ,Chapt. XV, where he writes: "The
uwnumevrl:E o:f.‘ Grec:. . art and of Roman virtue, the trophies of the Punic
and Galhé wa r.,, the most holy temples, and the most splendid palaces iere
involved 1nh one common destruction. Of the fourteen regions or;! g_ue.r.,ers
into \.nn.cr?h\,ae divided, four only subsisted entiarely.Three were leveled
with the grounrl, and the remaining seven, which had experienced the force
of the flm*eu, displayed = melancholy prespect of ruin and desoletion.”

Or es tne -"n*e is recorded in Spence Jones “The Early Christians in Rome",
(pp.25: ..nt. éb) "A terrible and unlooked for calemity reduced Rome %0 a
siate of r*\ourn:m,;, and desolation. The 19th July,A.D.b4, the date of ‘.he

commencement of the desolating fire, was long remembered. It broke ou'b in

the shops v.h:n.cn clustered round the great circus; a strong summer wind

" )

fanned the / lames which =oon became uncontrolleble. The narrow street%’ o:E

the old oua.rters end the somewhat crumbling buildings fed the fire which
r -.-' - ’

raged for some/ nlne qa.ys, destroying many of the ancient historic ‘ouil—

st —

dings, .Lnouse.nd.s o.i. the poorer inhebitants were rendered homeless ﬁ:xd. pen:ni—

L

less, At th“u. period Rome was divided into fourteen regions are qua.rters,

of these three were entirely consumed; seven more were rendered uninhebi-

d‘l

table by the fiérce fire; only four were left really unharmed by the

Ao efaTin
desolating caln.mi'b}‘ "___We can well imagine what results this mighty ca-

[ﬂn .’ L

tastrophe haa. ozi' the populace of the city. With many of the people peri-

shing in 'I:he éame flames which destroyed the lowly hovel of the poor as

witil o
well as the spl:end.id. mensions of the rich; with the survivors in a fear-
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orezed state of mind; and with the entire order of life and custom in an
uwpheaval, which state of affairs always exists when any national ca.la?mzfl.
iekes place, and that is what the burning of Rome amounted to, since it
was the hub of the wheel representing the Roman empire and all the other
perts of the country turned with Rome, we can well imagine tl‘la.t those in
anthority were face to face with a great crisis, namely, the contrbl of
the populace. For where had this fire started? Vas it purely accidental
or was it the work of an incendiary? That the government realized the

dire need of cooling the wreth of the people(and especially a céertain

governement official, nemely, Nero, the Emperor) we realize from the
stetement of Gibbon in his "History of Christianity”,p.221: "The imi';ﬁ'iall
gardens were throvn open to the distressed multitude, temporary buzf ::L'ngs
were Tected for their accomadation, and a plentiful supply of corn a.ni
provisions was distributed at a very moderate price". But all thes‘él&é‘f:for
avalled nothing against the rumor which constently persisted, in 'bla.mi‘pg
the empe.or liero himself with having started the disastopus fire. iﬁzaug
some historisns diseredit this entirely on the basis that on the 19th of |
July Kero was absent from Rome, nevertheless it would have been a very
easy matter for his hired agents to have st.ar'i:ed the conflagration which
ruined the city. As to his reasons for such an act, some say he wished to
destroy the old city, and build up a new one of most magnificent splendor
end to have the mame of this city chenged to'Nerc. Others, celling atten-
tion to the vanity prevalent in this emperor, say it was merely a ft-:olish
whim of His, and that while the city burned Nero watched the flames :E'ro'ﬁ a
high tower and sang an ode about the burning of Eroy to the accompaniment
on his lyre, But whether Nero caused the fire or not, public opininon
accused him of the deed,(Duchesne,"Early History of the Christian Church|
P.47) and with such insistency and increasing intensity, that ero was
forced to look for & scape-goat, for one on whom the blame could easiiiyt' be

placed, g0 that an impending revolution against the throne, which might
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eaclly have resulted would be averted.
Let us for o moment pause here, and take a closer glimpse of Nero,

who et this time occupied the throne at Rome. At the time of the fire he
vas in the tenth year of his reign. Vhen he first ascendea the throne he
vas held in checlk by sitrong outside influences, but since thesr: ‘i;;iuenfdes
hindered the new emperor in the atieinment of his desires he creftily
removed these hindrances to the pleazures which he enjoyed, so that by 'bhe
year 64 he was in the heig@‘x of his power as ruler ox the empire. Iiero vas
e very vain man, and prided himself upon what he thought was ability in
music and poetry. Ee balked at no means to attain his end. The deaths of
his mother, his first wife, and his brother were all attributed to him,

and hig rowdyism and riotous conduct were open secrets to the Romag.‘;p‘ogul—
cce, His physical appearance must have been repulsive, for Tucker 'I:ells us
in his "Life in the Roman 'forld of Nero and St.Paul",p.80: "He (her;‘)ﬂ‘was
0f fairly good heigni, his skin was blotl}.ched., and his odour unpleasant;
his heir was inclined to be yellow; his face was more handsome 'bha;:ra“'i:}:rao-

tives 7 (I imegine it was neither) ;his eyes were grayish-blue and short-

sighted; his neck was fat; he was protuberant below the waist; his legs

were very slender; hics health was good."#--From this short description

| end from other fzcts heanded down to us concerning this cruel 'byran'-l;;_ Ehere
fant -

is no doubt in my mind, but that Nero would have no compunctions in stert-

ing the conflagration.

But now he had to do something guickly to avert the susnlcz.aﬁnd;‘nder
which he had come, due to the rumor among the people, and where ¥as h.e to
turn to find someone to. shoulder the ble.mef We can imagine him ra.ckig"g his
brain, when all of a sudden the thought occurred to him: thy not blame
some of the sects in this city, who do not worship the Roman gods? \'E;: not
the Jews, who were tolerated by the Romens? No, not the Jews and for the

Zhe

following reason: They were powerfully represented at the Roman court. The
— L.

wife and mistrees of Nero, Poppeea, if ndt a Jewess, was a Jewish proselyte.
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But the Christians, end this is the first time that a difference seems fo
heve existed cccording to the Romans between Jews and Christians, were a
party not in fevor with the Romen people tnd it would be an easy matter
1o have the ire of the inhabitants roused ageinst them. And in 'bhis we.y
the first persecution of the Christians originated, one of the worst 'bnat
the Christian church ha@ ever experienced through all the ages, and uh:.ch
ves the beginning of a number of persecutions which reged with varying
intensity for two and one-ho.lf centuries. The rumor aga.inst lero, which
brought about this persectu:.on is mentioned by Tacitus with hecomin‘g[ dis-

e
trust, for he hnted the Christians; but Se;&tonius greedily transeribes the

rumor, and Dion Cassifis solemnly confirms it.

A=

Tacitus, W& was no eye-witness o- the fire and the resul'l:anifh erse-
cuulon,':ﬁa': good oprortunities for. obtaining accurate information, and. he
is the prlnclple ‘source of informetion of this cstastrophe (Annasles JC\T 44).
In Ayer's "Source Book of Ancient Church History", p..§, the account of
Tecitus concerning the persecution and a2lso its causes is reproduced for
us: "Heither by works of benevolence mor the gifts of the prince (.uero)

—thaf
nor means of appeasing the Gods did the shameful suspicion cease, so 'that

t was not believed that the fire had bpeen ccused by his command. Tﬁfore
to overcome this rumor, lero put in his own place as culprits, d ;:;.’fshed.
vith moet ingenious cruelty, men whom the common peoplé heted for their
shemeful crimes and called Christians. Christ, from whom the name was de-
rived, had been put to death in the reign of Tiberius by the procurator
Pontius Filate, The deadly superstition, having been checked for a wh:n.le,
begen to break out agein, not only throughout Jud.a.ee., vhere <his mlé‘;{uef
first arose, but also at Rome vhere from ell sices a2ll things scandalous
nmeet and become fashionable. Therefore, at the beginning, some we:r."ﬁéﬁgelzed.
who made confessions; then, on their informetion, & vast multitude wa.s con—

s
victed, not so much §f arson as of hatred for the human race., And they are

.UU

not only oput to death, but subjected to insults, in that they were e either
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dressed up in the skins of wild beasts and perished by the cruel mirgling
of dogs, or else put on crosses to be set on fire, and, as day decliz?:d., t
be burned, being used as lights by night. llero had thrén open his ;:“r:lens
for that spectacle, and gave a circus play, mingling with the people
dressed in a charioteerg costune or driving in e chariot.” And then Taci-
tus goes on to describe the result of these persecutions and tortures:
"From this arose, however, toward men who were, indeed, criminals and de-
serving eiureme penalties, sympathy on the ground that they were d.esti'gy{ed.
not for public good, but to satisfy the cruelty of an individual ( p.7).
ireitus in this account clearly dispiays tovierd the Christiens the injus-
tice and contempt which he loved to heap upon them.---Furthermore, we can
asgume thet from this datement and similar ones of ancient historians,
the modern belief that the persecution extended only to the outskirts of
Rome and not iuto the provinces is obtained.

Thet this atiempt at exferminating the Christiens was limited to

v b PP
Rome ond at the most, the proviﬁés of Italy, is the view also held by most

modern historians. They base their arguments mainly on this, that it re-

MMI.C—CC
sulved from the fire in the city, and ‘that therefore those of the provinc&

would not have to sufier for it. To support a persecution only in the city

vie have tnc stvatement of Gibbon (History of Christianity,p.221): © Tx?: '
effect as well as the ca ause of FNero's persecution were confined ucO -I:he walls
J._u..:.t-

of Rome". And he continues, seying that the religious views of the Galilae-
ans never were made subject to inguiry or to punishment. Ayer makes this

statement: "It was not however, a persecution directed against Ci:rié*f?anity
By

es an unlawful religion. It was probably confined to Rome and at mosJ'E"lme

(LAY
immedLate vicinity, and there is no evidence that it was a generaf( persecu-
tion", TFisher, in his "Beginnings of Christienity",p.550, is not & bit
certain as to the extent of the persecution, for he has the following to

—_—a

say: "How far the cruelty of Nero led to the persecutions of the Christiens

in the provinces is a controverted point." That seems to 'bef-A: view held
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by MeGiffert in his "Church in the Apostolic Age",p.630:"There is “no reasan
%o suppose that the messacre extended beyond the confines of Rome, :é.-d'i:hat
any law was passed or edict issued making the profession of Christianity
& crime, or placing the Christian society under the ban of the emp:i.:%:l- But
1t was to be expected that the emperor's action should be widely Imow‘ﬁ‘:‘/a.nd.
that provineial governors should feel at libe.rty in the exercise of their
extraordinery police jurisdiction to follow his example in treating the
Chrisvians as outlaws and criminals whenev: their own inelination or the

ired of the populace suggested such & course." Leon H.Canfield concedes
the possibility of isolated cases of persecution especially in Asie linor,
but not throughout 21l the provinces. We find his statement in "The Ea..:’.'ly

~ Ll
Persecutions of the Christiens" ( Columbiae U.,Studies in History, Economics,

and Law, Vol.55,Part II, p.69): The persecution was by no means universel,
though there mey have been isoalged cases tried by the police authorities
outside of Lome, following the precedent set at Rome. Such cases may have
occurred in Asia Illinor where the Christiens were most numerous- and most
disliked". In Foakes-Jdackson "The History of itne Christian Church to A.D.
461", p.50: "The Neronien Persecution, during wihich probably both St.Peter
and St.Paul suffered mertyrdom, furnishes a good illusitravion of zngr-z;;;r-
el policy of +the government toward the Church.” '{.":i:'l:h these words the a?ufh%or
seems to deny th;!?ﬁ existnce of eny edict or decree which cealled for a
general uprising a.gin'b the Christigas in the provinees also. '—.'.'eizsé.éﬁi:er
in his "The Apostolic Age" (Vol.II,141) speaks for a persecution ‘alm?ﬂonly
exis.ed in Rome: "It is self-evident that this calanity affected onl:?u:bhe
Christians in Rome., As it did not emanate from an impeachment of thai':;.-fg-r’e-
ligion, so neither was there connected with it any universal d.ecree?ea.g%s'b
their religion." And also lLiorton in his "The Rise of Christianity", 5{.2{255:
"---while it does not seem to have extended to the provinces, it Qad&.:;’g%fiised
the Christians througiout the empire as obnoxious to the government'.

Ih connection with Norton allow me to digress a moment from the

{0

l
l
l
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: Droagk
regular flow of thought, nnd record the-popular charges which werecprought
Zhn
egeinst the Christians at the time of the persecution (p.223,224);: 1. The
. _m'
charge of atheism or sacrilege, because they did not worship in the heathen

temples the heathen gods, 2, Sedition or ireason, because they taught the

coming of the kingdom of God. 3.Disturbances of economic conditions, for
they lead people to o Imowledge o2 the true God and thus the sale ﬁ%ﬁines
and luages suffered, 4. D:Lsr.urok.,cee of the peece, for <he Gnra.stzan%:kfrere
zeelous proselyters in that heathen world, and thereby families were'&' often
broken up., 5.Licentiousness; their men and women viere seen ’aogethe" , auite
often at night. Their love feasts also brogght on this charge. 6.Infa..n1:’:i.-
cide and cannibalism., An eavesdropper might hear the words "eat th's‘flesh"
end "drink this blood", would see children taken t0 the services in jﬁ; ‘ea-
iecombs, and in this way the rumor would be spread that this new sect

Jjg"‘ﬁfl
killed tuieir bmbes, oud ate the flesh of the children and drank their blood.

~
T2

=5 _ i
Tosogic anc Witcherait, for they had the power to cast out demons, e.nd. the |

hes..;he{s} regarded their making the sign of th™e cross as an evil sign.‘ In

short, they were accused of everything possible, and to guote Tertullien:

"I? the sky stonds still (does not fall down in rain), if the earth moves,

f-}.-é

if there is fzomine or plague, the shout is immediately rcised "To the lions

vith the Christvians'™,

In support of the argument that Nero's persecution did not extgxd. to
the provinces we ca.nﬂ:s;resen'b the statements of historians not so recent.
Thus Duff says in his "The Esrly Church",p.82: "There is no reason to

- believe that this fierce persecution, which seems to have lasted wﬁfﬁ‘ds-ome
interruptions to the year 68 A.D., extended :E‘a.r beyond Rome and iti«: Jel"l:-
virons, Iiilmen also supports Gibbons view, in Milman's "History of Chris-
tianity", as to the extent of the Neronian persecution. In meking this
staement he is in aggreﬁment with liosheim, that only one‘_va.lid argument
"s advanced on either side. The Christians, namely, since they were being

persecuted on account of their alleged burning of the city, and not for

TR e o iag i AT,
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their religion, could not have been mede to suffer if they lived otuside f
of Rome se far away in the prov:l.n“és. Also, Paul, who seemés to ha.vg’:':'bi-a.v-
ersed a large part of the Roman empire just during this period, does not
seem 10 have been molested, ouiside of ordinary dangers that any traveler
might meet with in those deys, until he returned to Rome. These,do not
forget, are the words of Milman. Others who agree with Gibbon on this
point are Neander, F.Gorres (Christenverrolgung" in Kraus, Real-encyklopi-
die der Christlichen Alterthumer, vol.I,1882, p.221 ), Unlhorn, and Xeim
(Rom und des Christentum, Serlin 1881, pp.1Y3 ££.)

In opposition to the claims of the afore-mentioned historians, we
shall now present the st.tements of those, who meintain that the Persecu-
tion instigated by Nero was one which extended not throughout the eity of
Rome, but also to the provinces of the Roman empire. What are the facts
thet we can adduce in proving the latter claim? Turning to the ancient
historians we have the testimony of that writer who before gave us sueﬁ a
vivid decscription of the persecution, Tacitus. From his words we ¢ 'S?!:ain-
ly see that he was quite familiar with the spree'.d. of Christianity from
Judeea to a2ll parts of the world. His remarks against the Christins show
thet he ‘52" not so much opoosed to any allegsed incendiarism of theirs %",‘é to
the religion which they taught contra.ry/l:o Roman belief and custom. H‘e’{:‘;.lso
speeks of an 'ingens multitudo' that suffered under Nero. Now this 'vast
multitude' certainly could not have been just those Christiens living in
Rome; it must heve embraced those who dwelt in the provinces. Truly, the

' execuiions mey in the main have occurred in Rome, but there was nothing

hindering the transpordtation of the Christians from the provinces 'b;ﬁ the
capital city, there to be fed to lions. ihen Tacitus tells us that a.l?a.
result of the fierce oppression of the Christians sympathy for them axfé:';:ror
their cause was aroused, then the amount of believers slain must have

been very large indeed, and must have consisted of more people than were

ferreted out in Rome. Another source to m.rhich we can go to support tais
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view is Suetonius (Fero 16), who states that the Christipas held a sﬁisti
tion vhich affected the entire human race. This indicates that the Chris-
t:l,ys were knowvn quite well throughout the empire, for to Suetonius the
entire humen race undoubtedly meant in the main the great Roman nation.
Then we have the remark of Orosius, whose words:have quite often been
discredited but which to my mind are so clear and general, that thg?;/gast

& very bright light on the question#. Orosius (Hist.VII.']).( and high;iew

!

is also taken by I-.{.Guizot;) speaks auite clearly for a persecution which

extended to the provinces,in the words: "Romae Christianos suppliciis et

morte affecit ac per omnes provinecies pari persecutione excruciari imper-
evit (he-Nero-visited the Christians at Rome with torments and death and

give orders that they should suffer like tortures throughout all the
provinces )", These words are so sweeping that there can hardly exist any
euthority which could weaken the view of Orosius.---Another writer Séécﬁote
and one whotce report is not to be despised is Clement of Rome. He refers
to the persecution of Nero, for he was one of the earliest Christian
vwriters, and also has the distinction of being the first one o refer :bo
the meriyrdom of Paul and Peter., The former he describes as a preache; in

— zhead
the East and in the VWest, and that in his travels Paul reached the farthest

- game

bounds of the VWest. In Chapter VI of his first epistle to the Corinthians
we heve a reference something like that of Tacitus in regard to the great
number of the martyrs: "A #ode #dydss (vast multitude) of the elect" suf-
fered. The idea expressed by Tertullian is also worthy of noting, for he
refers to certain laws enacted by Nero. Now it is plain to everyone that

if the emperor issued an edict against the Christians, calling for the'ir

persecution, such an edict was issued and was to take effect a.g'ﬁ.nst aSil of

Ml’!

this sect, not only against those located in the ca‘.pital of the empire, and
the resultant persecution would have been universal, not local.

Among later historians who lean toward & belief in o universﬁq ixer-
secution was may plaﬁe Bartlet in his "Christienity in History™, p.89:
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"Ihis outburst (in FNero's most extravagant style), the policy of which was

possibly copied elsewhere, for instance in the province of AsiaZ--", If the

outburst was in Nero :_s most extravagamt style, and we have every :.'eezsox-x{r to
believe that it we.s,-we can well assume that it extended throughout the
Roman possessions. What Rome did, the rest of the empire aida! This vieic';r’ is
also taken by Ropes)"Apostolic Age",p.202: "It became the established
principle of the Roman administration, if the police chose to act, mem-
bership in the Christian sect was o capital offense.” We also auote
Spence in his "The Ea arly Christiens in Rome",p.30: "But in Rome and in
the provinces the Christian sect from this time forward was generally
regerded as hostile to the Empire." And the a.:o:e-.an.u'u.i.unec':. Cenfield,
vwho adopts the views of those vho hold = loecal persecution, is will:.nés 10
edmit that "there mey have been isolated cases tried by the police outiide
of Rome, following the precedents set at Rome. Such cases may havedaééﬁ,rred.
in Lsia Minor where the Christians were most numerous and most disliked”.
Finolly, there is a view to be considered wuite thoroughly, 'bha'é’ is
held by Callewaert. His is a two-fold viewé{for he distinguishes WGR vhases
of persecution: 1.A persecution for incendiarism, confined to Rome, and
only of short duration. 2. A persecution which took place shoritly afier
the first and which vas & systematic repressikon of Christianity. The
vriter is rather inclined to accept this explanation of the persecution,
for we cen readily understand that as soon es Nero issued the statement,
rather forxral‘ or informelly, tht the Christiens were resposnible for the
great fire, the fierceness of the inhabitants of Rome imew no bounds and
that not only the officials of the empire but also all Rome asistedin the
persecution., And that this slaughter was confined to Rome for the time

—

j

being, but o'zly for such 2 time until that city could offer no more v.;E ims

Ca &. puLLing

to satisfy the general lust for blood, blood, and more blood. If Callewaert

<l
has that length of time in mind when he says the first phase of perse‘rm"hion

was of "short duration", then he is correct. In the meen +time, however,

R e S ——

)
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the news of the orgy at Rome reached out into the provinces and therteh'bhe
Romen officials saw fit to duplicate the performances at Rome, but not on
& very lerge scale until an edict ceme from Kero, and then there took
pPlece the second phase of the persecution mentigted. by Cellewaert. Nero,
running out of victims for the lions, issues a decree that _Gh.ristia.nitsr; is
& crime punishable with death, and ofders ell prisoners to be sent to
Rome for execution. F rom this there results that throughout the Empire
the Christians are ferreted end hunted out by the Romen sold.n.ery a.nd‘.“gent
to the "Holy City" to be sacrificed upon the altar of heahen lusts e.nd_ to
sprinkle the sands of the arena with their life's blood, for the amuse-
nment of the murderours, mocking, multitude.

Let us now turn to Holy Scriptures and consider the testimony of
Poul the Apostle, who was ver:))éctive et the time of Nero and who finally
suffered martyrdom under this cruel emperor at Rome in the year 67 A.D.

) !

lero aseended the throne in 54; one year later Pgul wrote in his First
Epistle to the Corinthiens,Chapt.7,26: "I suppose therefore that this is

good for the present distress---". We do not Imow what induced Paul to

speck these words; if they were prophetic they certainly were fulfilled.
Or, perhaps, he had an intuition that this new‘ emperor was going to be

one of the rirst and one of the worst foes the Christian world has ever
had to contend with. The following pessages are the main ones to be
considered in this connection: Hebrews 10,23, where we read:"Let us hold
fast the profession of our faith without wavering". Now, whereas the
guestion as to who is the a:'bher of this book is a controverted point :
(although it is gemersIly assumed thet Paul wrote this letter), 'bhis"":"\s'fill
not deter us from meking the statement that the writer of this volums
vhich most likely appeared in the year 63 refers to the persecution and
that the readers of the letter should steadfastly remain in :Eaithﬁgga?i{hst
all opposition. Iikewise in 7.32, as an incentive the former triumphs

should be recalled: "But call to remembrance the former days, in which,
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effer ye were illuminated, ye endured a greet fight 9f. afflictiomns." In
V.54 of this same chapter we can elmost make a certain statement that

Paul wrote this letter and here,too, he mokes a very clear referngee to
his first imprisonment, irom which he was released in 63 A.D.: "For ye hed
compassion of me in my vonds, mnd took joyfully the spoiling of youf::)gds'.'

This spoiling of their goods could only heve resulted from persecution

on the part of the hesthens. In 13,7 esnother referngpee to bonds and im-
prisonment: "Remember them that are in bonds, as boudd with-themy andd':i:"ﬁem
vhich suffer adversity, as being ycurselves also in the bod.y".---.Another
vook of the Bew Testament which is especially valueble just for thig"i)oint
is the first Epistle of Peter, who is said to have suffered mertyrdom at
the hands of Nero at the same time that Paul waz beheaded. The date of
this book we can set at 6# or 65, and hence the following passages give

us en ingight into the conditions of the times. And since the book was
eddresced to severzal congregetions in Asia llinor we cen well essume thet
these congregations were receiving these warnings and words of co.ufort

l_l;.b

egainst the perscecution of Nero. In 1,6 he speeks of the readers as Peing

for a season in heaviness "through manifold temptetions". V.7 Peter.l?’:_i::efers
t0 & "trial of faith”. In chapter 2,20 the spostle writes: "For \.ha.?ﬁﬂhg%"lory
is it,if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it pa.tiéntly?
But if, when ye do well and suffer fzr it, ye take it pa:l:ientl:,r. this is
acceptable with God." In 4,1 the apostle draws a comparison between the
suff:ring of Christ snd that which the Christians are liable %o end.u:re at
any time, due to the persecution on the pert of the heathens:"Forasmuch
then as Christ has suffered for us in the flesh (physical toriures ozig '-l:he
cross), erm yourselves likewise with the same mind (be prepared to%ier
the same way; even to being dragged to Rome to & martyr's death in tse
arena)", A possible summons to Romef is undoubtedly referred to in 3,17

where Peter tells the Christions to be subject unto governors, as unto

them that are sent by him and in 5,17 he exorts them to honor gll men.
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Speaking to them in 4,12 the apostle tells them to "think it notternge
concerning the fiery trial which is to try yzu, e. though some strange
thing happened unto you". I do not believe thet Peter would here speak
of any common affliction as every Christian must daily face,as being
despised or mock, as a "fiery trial". Such an expression would more fit-
tingly be applied to the devastating fire of persecution breethed out
over the Christian world by the monster at Rome.----- The Second Epist]i of
Penl to Timothy is #¢ of special interest in-this case, since it wes
vritten from Rome by Paul efter he had been arrested for the secondﬁ%‘fma.

'S .
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This book is the last product of his pen. We kmow that the Apostle d.urg.ns
his first imprisonment enjoyed gquite a bit of liberty, especislly Ty
the years 61 =nd 65. Although under surveillance of the authorities he

vas ellowed to receive visitors , to engege in his teachings and vrr:‘f‘é?ﬁjg's,
and. otherwise live unmolested. Bub now the end is fast approaching, andie
Imows thet his martyrdom is not far off. The conditions in Rome are very
depressing, for the persecution has scattered the people of the city to
different parts of +the world, and the outlook is oyt bright at all. His
friends have left him and only Iuke was still with him. In such a frane

of mind he vwwrites to Timothy, end urges the young man to be czurg.geoﬁé""in
spiie of existing triels (1,6-12). In the third chapter he war?:g him

that errors will increese and asks him to remember the example of stead-
fast enduronce in faith in spite of a2ll trails which Paul himself had
shovm, ---- It has often been said,and it is 2 view held by man?fé;;egébes ;
that all these warnings to remain stedfast in faith against persection
only refer, as zbove-mentioned, to common every dey Jjibes which the
Christipne had té suffer, but those who hold this view always have the
question to answerf: If such is the case, why do the holy vriters use
such foreceful expressions as we have here rccorded? Truly, these remarks

could only have been caused by persecutions of the worst kind, such as
were instigated by Nero BY2 Rome and which embraced all the provinces.
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The arguments for both sides have been presented and now the case b
rests with the individual reesder to make the decision. The writer is cer-

t2in that on the basis of the evidence presented the following summaryjfof

the extent ol the persecution mey be urged as the most probable:

When the fire had occurred and Hero hzd menaged to turn the blame

for the conflagration upon the Christians, there broke out in Rome a

terrible persecution of the Christiens both by the government and by the

public, The news of this was carried out into the provinces and there
the Chriestians were treated in like manner, although not on the seme
scele as in the imperial city. Probably a few months later Nero issuea.M an
edict against the Christians and -I:n_en there resl&ted a detailed and
yitematic repression of the Christians throughout the Roman empire.
Whether Nero issued an edict or not, is e disputed guestion, but the

f2ct that the persecution extended into the provinces can hardly be
denied on the basis of the evidence produced) but whether this persecu-
tion made its way to the provinces merely on the strength of the ia?ﬁénings'

in Rome or by a formel edict of the emperor Nero may never be fully

determined.,

W.J.Schnedler.
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