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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of changes in forefoot pressure on
postural responses to vibrations of the neck muscles in healthy humans. Previous studies showed
that balance instability in upright posture alters the role of proprioceptive information and the state
of system balance. For example, it was reported that proprioceptive information resulting from vi-
brational stimulation is blocked during dynamic motor tasks. In this study, we hypothesized that
proprioceptive information would be blocked during static movement tasks on receiving multiple
sensory inputs, affecting postural responses. Subjects consisted of 15 healthy individuals, standing
upright on a force platform for 30 seconds with their eyes closed. To change the pressure of the
forefoot as cutaneous sensor information, the posture response without heel lift, with 7 cm heel
lift, and with 14 cm heel lift to one side vibration stimulation or bilateral stimulation of the neck
muscles given as proprioceptive information was compared with muscle stimulation. In this study,
a root mean square value was calculated from the center of pressure as a measure of body sway,
and a two-way repeated-measures ANOVA was performed. There was a significant interaction be-
tween the heel height and vibration stimulation, indicating that increasing the forefoot pressure on
both sides of the muscle resulted in a decrease in the root mean square value. The results of this
study suggest that increasing the forefoot pressure and location of vibration stimuli causes vibra-

tion-induced suppression of sensory information input and reduces body sway.
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