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Dear Readers 

In last year’s Editorial [1] we highlighted the increase in the2019 Impact Factor of Methods and 

Applications in Fluorescence (MAF) and this year we are pleased to report the journal continues to 

maintain its lead in the field by a substantial margin with an impact Factor of 2.8.  

The past year has again seen strong evidence of the high quality of work in fluorescence throughout 

the journal’s Special Issues, Topical Reviews, Tutorials, Perspectives and regular articles.  

As we looked forward in last year’s editorial we flagged up the forthcoming Special Issue on 

fluorescence lifetime imaging microscopy (FLIM) edited by Simon Ameer-Beg, Klaus Suhling and 

Marina Kuimova [2]. This exciting issue certainly lived up to its promise with 21 articles spanning the 

methods, photophysics and applications of FLIM. These included emerging FLIM techniques such as 

video rate imaging using single-photon avalanche diode arrays [3] as well as applications based on 

some of the cornerstones of fluorescence such as Forster resonance energy transfer (FRET) [4-6].  

In 2018 we launched a Tutorial section for MAF and in 2020 this important didactical approach to 

fluorescence led to three Tutorials [6-8], so please keep authorship of these in mind as they are a big 

help to newcomers to fluorescence.  

The journal was also well-served with five Topical Reviews throughout 2020.  These included one by 

Alexander Demchenko on the all too often neglected competitor of fluorescence, namely 

photobleaching of organic fluorophores [9].  Already this review is making its mark with 6 citations in 

2020 and other articles are already at the same count.  The whole area of photostability has seen a 

renaissance in recent years because of its relevance to single molecule detection and worthy of 

special mention in this area is the article on DNA origami nanoantennas by Lennart Grabenhorst, 

Kateryna Trofymchuk, Florian Steiner, Viktorija Glembockyte and Philip Tinnefeld [10], which 

received a massive 570 downloads within the first 30 days of publication. 

As we all hope that 2021 will be the year of emergence from COVID-19, MAF like the rest of us 

continues to plan for the days ahead. With this in mind do keep a watchful eye out for the new MAF 



webinars in 2020. Likely topics include super-resolution microscopy, FLIM, fluorescent probes and 

nanoparticles.  

We also hope the postponed MAF conference series in Gothenburg can go ahead in September 2021 

so once again we can together share our knowledge of fluorescence in the best possible way. 

As one of the most informative research techniques on biomolecular systems fluorescence is 

undoubtedly playing its part in understanding and mastering COVID-19 with fluorescence-based 

research and tests for SARS-CoV-2 already emerging. Given MAF’s leadership in the field we look 

forward to receiving fluorescence papers of relevance to the pandemic.  

Finally on behalf of the Editorial Board and Institute of Physics Publishing we thank all the MAF 

authors and reviewers for their hard work in supporting the family of fluorescence through the 

journal and wish you all a happy and ever-improving year ahead.  
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