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Turk Mutfag’nm Londra’daki temsilcisi

|IZNIK RESTAURANT

A Window on Turkish Cuisine In London

By AYSE ONAL*

Gurbettesiniz... Uygarlia ve dinyanin en btiyUk
metropollerinden birinde renk renk acan yeryutzu-
ndn batin ahalisine ragmen, kimi zaman kendinizi
kimsesiz hissedersiniz. Surgin yemis ozanlar misa-
li... Vatana dair sonsuz bir hasretin de tadini hisset-
mektir bu. Ya da sevdiginiz topragin, giinbatimin-

You are livingfarfrom home. Despite being in one of the
worlds largest cities, offering all the pleasures of civilisa-
tion and a magnetfor peoplefrom all over the world,
you sometimes feel like a stranger in a strange land.
Thenyearningforyour own country tugs atyour heart.

Turks living in London are affected with just such feel-
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da icinizi kusatan
buyusuyle  sizi
kendine ¢cekmesi...
Londra’ya gelen
Tarkler bu hasret-
le okurlar ingiliz
gazetelerinde iz-
nik Restaurant’in
ovgulerini... Orne-
gin bu yazinin ya-
zildigr siralarda bir
ingiliz gazetesin-
de, lisci Partisi
Londra eski Bele-
diye Baskani Ken
Livingstone’un
Muhafazakar Parti
milletvekili Char-
les Kennedy ile
yedigi yemegi an-
latan sdylesinin
orta yerinde iznik
mahlasi ile vatani-
miz var... Lond-
ra’nin ortasinda muhtesem bir dekorda, hikayesi
duvar c¢inilerinde asili bu mekanda Osmanli ye-
mekleri yemisler ve 6vgiiyle sbz etmekteler iznik
Restaurant’dan.

Independent gazetesi Subat 1998’de ingiltere’nin
en Unlt on restoranindan biri ilan etmis iznik’i.
Evening Standard ise “TUrk Mutfagi'nin Kabesi” di-
ye adlandirmakta. Guardian gazetesi tarafindan en
iyi Turk restorani secilmis. (Biitiin ingiltere’de bes
bin, Londra'da altiyliz Tark restorani oldugunu ha-
tirlarsak karne no-
tumuzu anlamisg
oluruz). Hardens ta-
rafindan Londra’da
keseye en uygun
lokanta olarak tes-
pit edilmis. ingiliz
yemek elestirmen-
leri tarafindan Sev-
gililer Gunii’nde gi-
dilebilecek u¢ res-
torandan biri olarak
goOsterilmis. Kimbi-
lir, naturalist bir Us-
lupla islenmis ¢ini-
lerin lacivert, koyu
yesil, firuze, mercan
kirmizisi renklerin-
deki gulleri, laleleri,

karanfilleri ve sim- traditional Turkish culture.
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iznik Restaurant, Tirk mutfagina 6zgii yemekleri ve Anadolu kiiltiriinii yansitan ic
dekorasyonu ile Londra’nin en gézde restoranlar arasinda. / iznik Restaurant is one of
London's top ten restaurants, serving authentic Turkish cuisine in a setting reflecting

ings when they rel-
ish the effusive
praise of liznik
Restaurant by food
critics in British
newspapers. For
example, around
the time | was writ-
ing this article one
British newspaper
published an inter-
view with former
Labour Party mayor
of London Ken Liv-
ingstone about a
dinner he had eaten
with Conservative
MP Charles
Kennedy, halfway
through which is a
reference to Turkey
under the
pseudonym of iznik.
Livingstone and
Kennedy had eaten Ottoman Turkishfood in this splen-
didly decorated venue in the centre of London and spoke
of it with admiration.
in February 199B The Independent newspaper declared
iznik to he one of England's mostfamous ten restau-
rants, while the Evening Standard referred to it as the
Kaaha of Turkish cuisine. The Guardian newspaper
hailed it as the best Turkish restaurant in the country. If
you remember that there are no less than five thousand
Turkish restaurants in Britain, of which 600 are in Lon-
don, then the signifi-
cance of this can be
better appreciated.
iznik was selected by
Hardens as the best
value for money in
London, and by
British food critics as
one of three restau-
rants recommended
for Valentines Day.
Who knows, perhaps
they thought that a
meal eaten surround-
ed by wall tiles deco-
rated in naturalistic
iznik style with roses,
tulips, carnations
and hyacinths in
cobalt blue, dark



bilileriyle kusatilan bir yemegin, aski 6lumstz kila-
cagini dastinmus belki de elestirmenler...

Velhasil, Londralilar icin iznik’e ¢ikan yol, 19
Highbury Park. Ve sik sik en Gnlu rehberlerde ye-
niden yaziliyor bu adres.

1998 Parlamento Noel Partisi Yemegi iznik tarafin-
dan hazirlanmis. Basbakan Blair, iznik'te cok sik
yemek yemekte. Ve simdilerde Blair’in oturdugu
masay! rezerve etmek isteyen yeni tlr bir musteri
grubu var iznik’in. Yazar Ahmet Altan ise Iznik’i
“inanilmaz bir restoran” diye tarif ediyor.
Vitraylarla suslenmis kaply! agar acmaz, karsiniza
¢tkan manzara nefesinizi kesiyor. Tavandan sarki-
tilmis yumurta ciniler, duvarlarda buytk bir hassa-
siyetle yerlestirilmis duvar tabaklari, tlbent doku-
masindan incecik masa Ortiileri, adeta Londra so-
kaklarinda kosturan binbir ulustan insanin ahengi
kadar gdzalici. Herbir ¢ini tabakta, herbir el oyma-
s ahsap masada ve adinda, ¢cok emek verilmis bu
restoranin tarihi sakli. Adinda sakl, c¢inki ismi
ozenle secilmis. iznik, cok emek verilerek uretilen
¢inilerin yurdu. Yani, hayatin tarih ve emekle an-
lamli olduguna inananlar icin 6zel bir anlam tasi-
yor iznik ismi. Ote yandan, bu restoranda yemek
yiyen ingilizlerin cogu iznik’i merak edip, gérme-
ye gitmigler.

iznik Restaurant, ayakistii “black pudding” yeni-
len garaltdlt bir Workman’s Café iken, cokca
borglanarak satin alinmis. Ustelik banka miifettisi
onlarin katiyyen basarili olamayacagina ve iflas
edeceklerine eminmis. Simdi sade bir emekli ola-
rak yasayan ingiliz mifettis, restorani agildiktan (g
ay sonra yeniden goérdiginde gdzlerine inanama-

iznik Restaurant, tavandan sarkitilmis yumurta ciniler, duvarlarda biiyiik bir
hassasiyetle yerlestirilmis duvar tabaklari, tllbent dokumasindan incecik ma-
sa oOrtlleri ile gdzalici bir gortinim sergiliyor. / China eggs suspended (rom
the ceiling, ornately decorated wall plates, and elegant carved tables with
muslin cloths make the interior of iznik Restaurant a delightful setting for
delicious food.

green, turquoise and coral red would immortalise the
love being celebrated there.

Whatever the case, the road to iznikfor Londoners starts
at 19 Highbury Park, an address which frequently
appears in the mostfamous guides.

The 1998 Christmas party dinner at the Houses of Par-
liament was prepared hy iznik Restaurant, which is a
frequent haunt ofprime minister Tony Blair. Turkish
novelist Ahmet Altan is another habitué who describes
iznik as incredible

Asyou open the stained glass door the view which meets
your eyes is breathtaking. China eggs hangfrom the ceil-
ing, richly patterned plates adorn the walls, and the
hand carved wooden tables are covered byfine muslin
cloths, all in a harmony as captivating as that of the cos-
mopolitan crowds rushing through London streets. Every
detail has been a labour of love. The name iznik has a
special meaning for those who believe that it is history
and dedication which give life its meaning. Most of the
British customers at iznik end up travelling to see this
town, famous in antiquity as Nicea and in Ottoman
timesfor its tiles and pottery.

iznik Restaurant grew out of a noisy workmens cafe
serving black pudding, which had got into debt and had
to sell out. The hank official involved in the takeover deal
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mis. Butin koétumserli-
ginden vazgegip iznik
grubuna tam destek ver-
mis.

ingiliz kahvaltisi servisi-
ne devam edildigi gin-
lerde, restoran sahibi
Adem ve Piril Oner’in
kendileri icin pisirdigi bir
avu¢ nohut ve pilavda
gbzu kalan, gérmus ge-
¢irmis bir sosyolog ha-
nim ise el koyar ve bir
giizel paylar Adem On-
er’i. “Bu muhtesem Ana-
dolu yemeklerini kendi-
ne ayirip bizi sosislerle
avutuyorsun. Ben, bun-
dan sonra her geldigim-
de sizin kendiniz icin pi-
sirdiginiz yerel yemekle-
rinizden istiyorum.”
ingiliz profesér hamimla giinler ve geceler boyu
calisirlar. Listeler, yemek tarifleri, tnli Osmanli
Yemekleri kitabindan ceviriler... Londra’nin adi en
¢ok bilinen Turk sefini ise alirlar.

Heyecanli gin gelip cattiginda, yani ilk Turk ye-
megi olarak Unlu “elbasan tavasi” musteriye sunul-
dugunda her biri adeta nefeslerini tutarak sonucu
beklemisler. Aradan on yil ge¢mis ve ¢oktan me-
niden cikmis olmasina ragmen, hala eski musteri-
ler “Elbasan Tava’yl sormaktalar.

Artik Oner ailesi icin zorluklar geride kalmis. Sani
butiin Londra’yl sa-

ran restoranlarinda,

Londra'ya yolu du-

sen Turkleri agirla-

manin, Ramazan’da

geleneksel iftar ye-

megi vermenin ve

yeni Turk yemekle-

rini deneyerek me-

niyl zenginlestir-

menin keyfini siur-

mekteler. 22 bagslan-

gig, 12 vejeteryan,

20 ana yemek, bilu-

mum Tuark tathlari

ve ¢inilerle bezen-

mis fonuyla iznik

Restaurant sizi bek-

lemekte. -

* Ayse Onal, gazeteci.

iznik Restaurant, ayakiistd “black pudding" yenilen girGltoli bir
Workman's Café iken Pirill ve Adem Oner’in cabalari ile
ingiltere’nin en gézde restoranlarindan biri olmus. / Who could
guess that iznik Restaurant grew out of a workmen’s café serv-
ing black pudding and sausages? Pirl and Adem Oner trans-
formed it into one of the most popular restaurants in Britain.

warned the Oners that the busi-
ness was doomed and they were
certain to go bankrupt. Three
months after opening, the same
hank official, now retired, could
not believe his eyes when he saw
the place. Abandoning all his
pessimistic predictions, he gave
hisfull supportfrom then on.
In the early days when the
restaurant was still a humble
café serving English breakfasts, a
lady customer happened to see
proprietors Adem and Pinl Oner
eating their own lunch ofpilaf
and chickpeas. The lady, who
turned out to be a sociology pro-
fessor, took them to taskfor keep-
ing their delicious Turkish food
for themselves and fobbing their
customers off with sausages.
Next time | come, ’she declared,
7 expect to be servedyour own local dishes.”
The result was that the three began working busily
together compiling recipes and getting translations of
Ottoman recipe books. They hired London% mostfamous
Turkish chef readyfor the launch of their Turkish menu.
When the great day came and thefirst Turkish dish, the
famous elbasan tavasi, was served, they held their breath
to see the reaction of their customers. There was no need
to worry.
Ten years on elbasan tavasi is no longer on the menu,
but some old customers still askfor it.
Difficult times for the
Oner family are now
behind them. Their
restaurant is one of the
most famous in London,
and here they welcome
Turks visiting the city,
give traditional iftar
meals at nightfall during
Ramazan, and try out
new Turkish dishes. Cur-
rently the menu consists
0f22 entrees, 12 vegetari-
an dishes, 20 main cours-
es, and a variety of Turk-
ish puddings, all served
in the delightful ambi-
ence ofiznik Restaurants
tiled interior. -

~Ayse Onal is a journalist.
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