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Writing and the Machine: Perspectives from Cybertexts
Tong-king Lee

Electronic literature is one of many sites in which the digital humanities may be seen at
work. This paper examines two modalities of electronic literature: John Cayley’s
“morphing series” and Poetry Vending Machine from the Taipei Poetry Festival. In each
case it focuses on the relation between text and reader, specifically on the ways in which
the reader interacts with the materiality and technology of the literary artifact. The paper
argues that the outcome of the hybridization between technology and writing is the digital
cybertext, which turns readers into users and players, and reading into an embodied,
participatory event.
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