View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by X{'CORE

provided by PDXScholar

Portland State University

PDXScholar

Dissertations and Theses Dissertations and Theses

1975

The Ethnohistory of Baker Cabin, a Clackamas County Pioneer
Site

V. Claire Woodward
Portland State University

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Follow this and additional works at: http://pdxscholarlibrary.pdx.edu/open_access etds

b Part of the Archaeological Anthropology Commons, and the Social and Cultural Anthropology
Commons

Recommended Citation

Woodward, V. Claire, "The Ethnohistory of Baker Cabin, a Clackamas County Pioneer Site" (1975). Dissertations and Theses. Paper
2523.

10.15760/etd.2524

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access. It has been accepted for inclusion in Dissertations and Theses by an authorized administrator of

PDXScholar. For more information, please contact pdxscholar@pdx.edu.


https://core.ac.uk/display/37774411?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fopen_access_etds%2F2523&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/open_access_etds?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fopen_access_etds%2F2523&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/etds?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fopen_access_etds%2F2523&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://library.pdx.edu/services/pdxscholar-services/pdxscholar-feedback/
http://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/open_access_etds?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fopen_access_etds%2F2523&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/319?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fopen_access_etds%2F2523&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/323?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fopen_access_etds%2F2523&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/323?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fopen_access_etds%2F2523&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/open_access_etds/2523?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fopen_access_etds%2F2523&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://dx.doi.org/10.15760/etd.2524
mailto:pdxscholar@pdx.edu

AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF V. Claire Woodward for the Masters of Arts
in Anthropology presented May 13, 1975.

Title: The Ethnohistory of Baker Cabin, A Clackamas County Pioneer Site.

APFROVED BY MEMBERS OF THE THESIS COMMITTEE:

Baker Cabin, a pioneer log structure, is located on privately
owned property near the community of Carver, Oregon. According to tra-
ditional acoounts the cabin has existed conmtinuwously on this site since
its construction in 1856. Archeological excavations of the cabin's
foundation and the surrounding area uncovered dateable artifacts and a
second foundation with an associated well. Analysis of the artifacts
associated with the present cabin foundation indicate a post-1870 con-

struction date while those associated with the second foundation and its



well indicate an 1850's occupation.

Four hypotheses that are explored in this paper can be derived
from the interpretation of all available data:

1. Baker Cabin was constructed in 1856 at a presently undiscovered
site on the claim but was moved to its present location about 1870.

2. Baker Cabin was constructed in 1856 on the precise spot that it
now stands but reconstruction by the 01d Timers' Association involved a
complete rebuilding of the foundation.

3. Baker Cabin was constructed i.n’ 1856 on the present fomxdaﬁ.on
but extensive repairs were done on the foundation in the 1870's. The
old foundation represents a smaller cabin occupied from the late 1840's
until 1856.

4. The old foundation with its associated well represents the
original construction and habitation of the site. The present cabin is
not the original 1856 cabin referred to in tradition but is rather a
cabin constructed about 1870.

Data used in this research include excavated materials, informant
interviews, and historical documents. The excavated materials consist of
glass and pottery sherds, buttons, cartridges, and toys. Informants
interviewed are Baker descendants, and they provided recollections, docu-
ments, and pictures. Historical documents used include census and tax
assessment records, newspapers, Donation Land Claim material, and family
ledgers. |

Results of this research reveal that the authexrtié history of Baker
Cabin will not be known unless further evidence becames available. The
first two hypotheses would seem to have no validity, however, the third



and fourth hypotheses can be supported by the available data.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

There are three sources of information available to the anthro-
pologist about historic sites: the site itself, historic records, and
people who lived on those sites (Adams 1974). The purpose of this
paper is to use these sources in regard to the dating of the construc-
tion and reconstruction of the occupations of Baker Cabin; a 19th
century Buro-American habitation site. This report will also contribute
additional information regarding the life styles of the American pioneers
who traveled west and settled the Oregon Territory. Sources that I will
use in this endeavor include: (1) interviews with informants who
actually occupied the cabin or have knowledge of the cabin; (2) written
accounts including census materials, tax assessment records, newspapers,
and family ledgers; (3) archeological materials. The last ’will include
an account by Wahlke and Woodward (1974) and other previously unreported
Buro-American archeological material that I will describe and date.

The original intent of my research was to test the currently
accepted cabin construction date against the dateable archeological
materials and the other sources to discern how well they converged or
agreed. After careful analysis, however, of all sources I find that the
problem is not simply one of convergence or divergence of data. Rather
there are four hypotheses that will be explored in this paper which can
be derived from the interpretation of all available evidence. These



1. Baker Cabin was constructed in 1856 at a presently undis-
covered site on the claim but was moved to its present location about
1870.

2. Baker Cabin was constructed in 1856 on the precise spot that
it now stands but reconstruction by the 0ld Timers' Association involved
a complete rebuilding of the foundation.

3. Baker Cabin was constructed in 1856 on the present foundation
but extensive repairs were done on the foundation in the 1870's. The
old foundation represents a smaller cabin occupied from the late 18u40's
until 1856.

4, The old foundation with its associated well represents the
original construction and habitation of the site. The present cabin is
not the original 1856 cabin referred to in tradition but is rather a
cabin constructed about 1870.

The Site

Baker Cabin is a pioneer log cabin located in the vicinity of the
town of Carver in Clackamas County, Oregon. The site includes the
cabin, an excavated foundation, and several structures constructed
after 1940. It is situated in the southwest quarter of Section 18,
Township 2 South, Range 3 East, and is located about 90 feet above and
500 feet south of the Clackamas River (Appendix 1).

The cabin and adjoining structures are maintained as an historic
site by the 0ld Timers' Association of Oregon and are open to the public.

Test excavations of the site were conducted by archeology field classes
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from Mount Hood Community College during the summers of 1973 and 1974.



CHAPTER II
HISTORY OF THE CABIN AND ITS OCCUPANTS

The history of Baker Cabin is closely linked to three families
related by intermarriage, the Bakers, the Hattans, and the Mumpowers.
There are a great mmber of Hattan and Mumpower descendants presently
living in Clackamas County, however, Baker descendants are unknown.
Figure 1 shows those members most closely connected to the cabin and
indicates individuals who served as informants. 1

Although each of my informants provided invaluable information, one,
Marian Mumpower Charriere, allowed me access to her own twenty years of
research into family history. Marian Charriere, the daughter of Milo
Mumpower and the niece of Mary Elizabeth Mumpower Hattan, is 45 years
old and has been gathering documents and information since the mid 1950's.
She has in her possession the xerox copies of many documents she obtained
through the years from various U.S. Government agencies. These include
legal petitions by Jane Baker and L. L. Baker, Carlin Baxter's Civil War
service record, sworn affidavits concerning land claims, and a U.S.
Govermment document denying Horace Baker's land claim. Mrs. Charriere
spent many years collecting these copies but unfortunately kept no
record of where they actually originated. She was very close to Mary
Elizabeth Mumpower Hattan who was also very interested in family history
and had lived in Baker Cabin. This close relationship gave Mrs.

Charriere the impetus for her research.



Elton Hattan and Bessie Hattan Weaver are the son and daughter
of Mary Elizabeth Mumpower Hattan and were also very helpful as infor-
mants. I had the good fortune to first interview Elton at the Hattan
Clan's annual picnic which was held at Baker Cabin in August 1974.
Elton walked over the entire site with me and provided a verbal picture
of the area as it locked in 1900 when he lived there. At a second inter-
view he provided a picture of his brother, his father and himself stand-
ing in front of the chickenhouse at Baker Cabin site. Bessie Hattan
Weaver was interviewed on three different occasions, twice at her home
in Milwaukie and once at the Hattan's annual picnic. She made available
several documents including a speech written and presented by Mary
Elizabeth Mumpower Hattan at Pioneer Days in Oregon City in 1944,

Isabel Hattan MacFarlane, the granddaughter of Mark Hattan, is
79 years old and resides on a portion of the original Hattan land claim
near Carver. She was interviewed at her hame amd later at the Hattan
picnic. She provided a family ledger written by Clara Dart, a daughter
of Mark Hattan, as well as her own recollections of family history.

Veryl Mumpower, great grandson of Jane Baker ard uncle of Marian
Charriere, is in his sixties and lives in Carver. Although most willing
to help he is essentially uninterested in family history and could
provide few helpful recollections. He does, however, have Julia Baxter
Mumpower's Bible which contains the Mumpower family geneology which
proved very useful.

The Oregon Historical Society Lilrary also provided much material
concerning the history of Baker Cabin and its various occupants. The
microfilm collection supplied the U.S. Census for 1850-1880, the Clacka-
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mas County Census for 1849 and 1856, the Clackamas County Tax Assessment
Rolls for 1856-1859, Oregon Donation Land Claim records, and Oregon City
newspapers from 1848 to the present. The following history of Baker

Cabin represents a synthesis of both documents and informant recollections.
THE HATTANS

The family most closely and continuously associated with the cabin
is that of the Hattans whose origin is in Virginia. Jane Hattan was
born in Rockbridge County, Virginia, in 1820 and her brother Mark was
born the following year. There were nine children in the family and the
family moved from Virginia to Ohio in 1830 and then on to Marshall County,
I1linois, in 1836 (Dart n.d.). In 1838 Jane Hattan married Morris Bax-
ter at her parents' hame in Marshall County. The Baxters had three
children: Carlin, born Jamary 3, 18393; Julia Ann, born January 11, 1840;
and Mary Lucinda, born April 3, 1843. Soon after the birth of their
third child Morris Baxter disappeared carrying a large sum of money.
Because of this mysterious and unexpected disappearance it was assumed that
he was murdered by bandits (Anonymous n.d.).

Mark Hattan married Martha Patterson on April 16, 1845, (Dart n.d.)
and in this same year, according to sworn affidavits, Jane met Horace
Baker and they agreed to live together as husband and wife (Marian
Charriere personal communication). Horace Baker's previous history is
unknown except that he lists his birthplace as Vermont (U.S. Govermment
1850-1880) and documents dating from 1882 indicate that prior to 1845 he
fathered four children (Marian Charriere personal communication).

On May 7, 1846, Mark and Martha Hattan, Jane Hattan and Horace
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8
Baker left Jackson County, Missouri, in a wagon train which was bound for
Oregon (Dart n.d.). After 160 days on the trail they reached Jack Knife
(present Eagle Creek), Oregon, on October 10, 1846 (Hattan 19u44). Jane
Hattan left her three children in Illinois with the expectation of return-
ing for them in two or three years but it was forty years before she saw
them again.

The U.S. Govermment provided free land to individuals who were
residents of Oregon Territory prior to December 1, 1850. Male residents
could claim up to 320 acres and a wife received a donation equal to that
of her husband (U.S. Goverrment 1953). In September 1847 Horace Baker
and Mark Hattan settled claims of 640 acres each even though Baker was
legally entitled to only 320 acres since he was not married to Jane
Hattan. According to Clara Dart's ledger Mark built a cabin on his land
claim in that same year but there is no record of any Baker construction
at that time. In 1849 Martha Hattan died after having suffered from
"consumption” for some time and Mark returned 320 acres of his land claim
to the goverrment (Anonymous 1903:836). In 1853 Mark Hattan lists his
daughter Mary Jane as his heir (U.S. Goverrment 1953).

The Clackamas County Census of 1849 taken on March 18 lists a house-
hold headed by Horace Baker but none for Mark Hattan. The U.S. Census
for 1850 taken on June 30 shows Horace Baker age 47 heading a household
composed of himself, Jane Baker age 31, Mark Haton age 28, Mary Haton
age 2, Seville Iler age 27, Albert Tutteon age 35, and Caroline Fee age
16. This suggests that after the death of his wife Mark Hattan and his
daughter moved into the hame of Jane Hattan and Horace Baker. Clackamas
County Assessment Rolls for 1856 through 1859 indicate that Mark was



again maintaining a residence on his own domation land claim.

According to one source Mark Hattan married his second wife,
Martha Jane Mason, in 1858 (Anonymous 1903:836). If this account is
accurate the marriage would have been of very short duration since the
Oregon Argus, an Oregon City newspaper, reports that Martha Jane died
of bronchitis on February 20, 1858. The 1860 U.S. Census shows that
Mark shared a residence with another man John Illves while his daughter,
Mary Jane, resided with the Bakers. Mark married his third wife, Mary
Bmily Wills, in 1861 and they had ten children (Dart n.d.). He died in

1909 at age 88 survived by Mary Bmily and nine children.
THE BAKERS

Horace Baker married Jane Hattan Baxter on September 19, 1852,
(Anonymous 1852) probably because the U.S. Goverrment was preparing to
survey and register all donation land claims in the territory. However
this legal marriage did not prevent questions about the legality of
Baker's claim to 640 acres. Documents dated October 2, 1855, show that
the governmment refused to accept Baker's claim since he was not married
to Jane prior to December 1, 1850 (Marian Charriere personal communica-
tion). Clackamas County Assessment Rolls for 1856 show Horace Baker
holding 640 acres, however, the assessment rolls for 1857 show only 320
acres. According to the assessment rolls dated October 1858 Baker was
again in possession of 640 acres. Thus it would appear that for at
least some period of time Baker lost one half of his land claim probably
through govermment action but managed to regain it eventually.

The 1850 U.S. Census lists Baker as a pumpmaker but in the 1860,
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1870, and 1880 censuses he is designated a farmer. According to one
source Baker made wooden pumps and went about the countryside installing
them leaving Jane alone frequently (Hattan 19u4). In 1851 Baker and
two other men petitioned the Oregon Territory Legislative Assembly to
obtain a charter for a water works in Oregon City. An act was passed by
the legislature in 1854 incorporating the Oregon City Water Company.
This company was camposed of Baker and four other men, and was charged
with pmvidix\g "a constant supply of fresh and pure water". There are
no further details known about this company or its history.

In 1872 Baker built a slack-cable ferry across the Clackamas
River, just above the present bridge site. Baker's Ferry, as it was
called, was swept away by high water in 1882 and the county built a
covered bridge across the river the following year (Marian Charriere
personal commnication). Baker also operated a rock quarry on his land
claim and his quarry provided some of the material used to construct the
Oregon City locks in 1872 (Hattan 1944). The Bakers donated to the
government "a tract of land situated on the south side of the Clackamas
River, from the ‘Big Rock' down to Clear Creek and back to 'the hill',
for the purpose of propagating salmon" (Marian Charriere personal com-
munication). The hatchery was established in 1876 by Livingstone Stone.

Horace Baker died in 1882 leaving no will to provide for the dis-
position of his property. Jane Baker petitioned to be appointed adminis-
trator of his estate and stated that Horace had three children living
in Ohio and one son, L. L. Baker, living in Corvallis, Oregon (Marian
Charriere personal communication). L. L. Baker also petitioned to be

administrator and it is not certain who actually did administer the
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estate. Jane apparently later paid certain sums of money to Horace's
four children in exchange for their portion of the estate (Elton Hattan
personal communication).

Aside from certain public documents there is actually very little
known about Horace Baker. No one knows how and when he left his birth-
place in Vermont or when and where he married his first wife, the mother
of his four children. There are nunerous personal and touching stories
concerning Jane Hattan Baker but there are none regarding Horace Baker.
My efforts to obtain information from Windsor, Vermont, have proven
fruitless, and Horace Baker, the namesake of Baker Cabin, remains
essentially an elusive individual.

THE MUMPOWERS

- Jane Hattan Baker left three children behind in Illinois when she
came West and it is uncertain who raised them. Carlin, the oldest child,
died of smallpox while serving with the Union Army during the Civil War
(Marian Charriere personal communication). Mary Lucinda married, was
widowed, and married again. Julia Ann married Joseph L. Mumpower in
1857 and had five children: Lorenzo, born in 1840; William, born in
1860; Joseph, born in 1846; Mary Elizabeth, born in 186%9; and Annie
born in 1873 (Mumpower n.d.). The Mumpowers remained in Illinois until
1874 when they moved to Nebraska where they lived for eight years (Hattan
19ul4). In July 1882 Mary Elizabeth, Annie, and their parents arrived in
Oregon after a trip by rail to San Francisco and then on to Portland by
ship. The three older children joined the family at a later time.

In September 1883 Jane Baker deeded 245 acres of her lamd claim to

’
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Julia Ann Mumpower. The Mumpowers constructed a home on this property
located approximately one-half mile fram Baker Cabin.- It is not known
where they lived before construction of this house but it is possible
that they lived with Jane. Jane Baker then deeded another one and one-
half acres to Joseph G. Mumpower, her grandson, in 1884. The reason
for this gift is uncertain since Joseph did not marry until 1894 (Elton
Hattan personal communication). Some time during 1883 Jane returned to
I1linois to visit her daughter Mary Lucinda who apparently never came to
Oregon (Marian Charriere personal communication).

Mary Elizabeth Munpower married John Jackson Hattan, one of
Mark Hattan's sons, in November of 1894, Their first residence was on
the Hattan donation land claim and here their first son, Elton Mumpower,
was born in 1895. Apparently a short time later Mary Elizabeth, John, and
Elton moved into the Baker Cabin to be with Jane since she was in poor
health (Elton Hattan personal communication). In 1897 Jahe Baker deeded
the remaining 176.36 acres of her land which included the cabin to Mary
Elizabeth and John Hattan with the stipulation that "they will care for
her the rest of her life'". A second son, Clayton, was born to the Hattans
in February 1898 and Jane Baker died in December 1898 at age 79 (Marian
Charriere personal communication).

A post office had been established for the town of Stone (present
day Carver) at the fish hatchery and in 1899 this post office was moved
to Baker Cabin where Mary Elizabeth Hattan became the postmistress.

The year 1901 proved to be a fateful year for the John Hattan's. In
June their third child, Bessie, was born and in July Clayton met with a
fatal accident when he fell and hit his head on a wagon wheel. Later in
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the same year the Hattans purchased the house next door to Mary Eliza-
beth's parents, the J. L. Mumpowers, and Baker Cabin stood vacant from

that time until 1340.



CHAPTER III
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY OF THE CABIN

Baker Cabin is a 20 by 30 foot rectangular log cabin with six
windows each measuring 4 by 2% feet. Sills rest on a rubble foundation
built up on the east side to make the foundation level. Archeological
excavations were conducted here and a large assemblage of artifacts
were recovered including bottles reported earlier by Wahlke and Woodward
(1974). This report indicates a post-1860 date for the construction of
the cabin. Additional test excavations uncovered another bottle sherd
to be described later that will also have a bearing on the dating.

The cabin has a second floor or loft with a cantilevered balcony
on the east gable end reached by an outside stair. Centered in the west
end of the cabin is a quarried stone fireplace. The roof is covered
with hand~split shingles. Construction is entirely of small first-growth
fir trees with each log being a separate tree (Charles Gillman Davis
personal communication). A count of the growth rings on one log indi-
cates that the tree was approximately forty years old when it was cut.
The ends of the logs are sawn while the sides are hewn with either an
axe or an adze.

The manner of construction is unusual and there are no other
cabins known to have been constructed in this manner in the Northwest
(Charles Gillman Davis personal communication). The logs are placed on

the sills in the manner of a well-stacked woodpile in such a way that no
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chinking is needed to fill up spaces between the logs. There are no
pegs or nails fastening the logs together. At the corners and ends, the
logs are not notched or fastened by pegs in the usual log cabin style.
The logs are instead simply laid quoin style in the manner of stone
masonry (Sloan 1962:65). The quoin style of joining is seen in a few
barns constructed in Wisconsin by German settlers.

Portions of the interior walls of the cabin are papered with a
New York Times newspaper. Careful study of this paper has revealed an
1875 dateline and mention of the crash of the Zenith balloon which
ocoawrred on April 15, 1875. Also mentioned is President U.S. Grant's
handling of a currency panic in Washington, D. C. Elton Hattan (personal
commnication) relates that this papering was done by Mary Elizabeth
Mumpower and her sister, Annie, while their grandmother, Jane Baker,
was absent from the cabin. The Mumpowers did not reach Oregon until
1882, but the old newspapers were available because Jane never threw
away magazines or newspapers.

According to Mary Elizabeth Mumpower Hattan (19u4) the hewn logs
for Baker Cabin were purchased by Horace Baker and he built the cabin in
1856. She states that in the early 1850's a company in California
ordered some cut and finished logs from an Oregon sawmill but the order
was cancelled and Baker bought them. Californians were indeed importing
lumber from Oregon at that time even though northern California was
stocked with virgin timber. Gold was discovered in California in 1848
and the development of lumbering in the Sierras was hampered by an
inadequate water supply and the difficulty of competing with the m:.nes
for labor (Throckmorton 1961:95).
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Lucia (1965:13) writes that Oregonians suddenly found themselves
"sitting on a fortune'" and many new sawmills were constructed to supply
the needs of the miners in San Francisco and Sacramento. While locally
a thousand board feet hrought only $30.00 Californians were paying up to
$120.00 by 1850. This profitable commerce would certainly seem to bear
out the account concerning Baker's purchase of the finished logs. Wahlke
and Woodward's (1974) paper based on dated bottle sherds, however, seems
to indicate that the cabin may not have been on this site. I will later
discuss other artifacts uncovered since their paper relating to the
reliability of this account and the dating of the cabin.

Baker Cabin was not occupied after 1901 and a picture taken in
191y (Figure 2) shows the entire dwelling overgrown by vines and weeds.
Elton Hattan (personal commnication) recalls that in 1913 he completely
removed the boards of the second floor of the cabin for use in a wash
house at the John Hattan's new hame. By 1937 the fireplace had collapsed,
the roof was gone and the two logs closest to the foundation were com-
pletely rotted (Donald Hattan personal communication). In this same year
the 01d Timers' Association of Oregon was founded and the first pboject
they undertock was the reconstruction and maintenance of Baker Cabin.

Mary Elizabeth and John Hattan sold the cabin and an adjoining one
and one-half acres of land to the 01d Timers' Association for $200.00 in
December of 1937 and William E. Mumpower was appointed superintendent of
the reconstruction (Anonymous 1937-1972:2). 1In early 1938 Mumpower
reported that the reconstruction was going slowly because few volunteers
reported for work. The 01d Timers' Association decided to initiate "Barm

Raising" days during the summer in the hope that more volunteers would
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appear (Anonymous 1937-1972:5). During the summers of 1938 and 1939
the cabin was reconstructed and it is possible that scome of the labor
was provided by the W.P.A. Donald Hattan (personal communication)
took part in the work on the cabin and himself hewed out some of the
replacement logs. He recalls that the foundation was in good condi-
tion and needed only minor repairs.

On July 16, 1939, with reconstruction campleted the Old Timers'
Association met to dedicate the Horace Baker log Cabin (Anonymous 1937~
1972:22). 1In 1940 the cabin was wired for electricity and a caretaker
took up residence to prevent vandalism. The Old Timers' Association
purchased a small strip of land to the east of the cabin from the
Southern Pacific Railway in 1941 in order to enlarge the cabin grounds.
During World War II the 01d Timers' Association was inactive but after
the war the grounds were improved and a caretaker's house was construc-
ted near the cabin (Anonymous 1937-1972:47-49).

Archeological excavations since the Wahlke and Woodward paper
(1974) carried out near the caretaker's house have uncovered a 10 by
12 foot foundation and adjoining well. This foundation and well are
associated with an apparently earlier assemblage than that found in
the cabin foundation and the thin layer of trash (sheet trash) sur-
rounding the cabin. The south wall of this foundation was campletely
excavated as were short sections of the remains of the east and west
walls. The corners of the foundation were located but not excavated.
The north corner was located by a small test pit in order to ascertain
the dimensions of the foundation.

The north and south walls of the foundation are of partially
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dressed basalt slabs stacked and held together with some mud mortar.
The basalt was dressed with chisel and hammer and the interior of the
foundation is smoother than the exterior. The west and east walls of
the foundation appear to be simply piled cobbles. This is consistent
with log cabin construction since the sills would rest on the dressed
stones. The height of the foundation is 18 inches which is consistent
with that quoted by Wigginton (1972:55) as the height necessary
because 'there is a prevalent belief that termites will climb no
higher than 18 inches".

Adjacent to the southeast corner of the foundation, excavation
revealed a well fifteen feet in depth and three feet in interior
diameter. The lower six feet of the well was still completely lined
with stacked partially dressed basalt slabs identical to those com-
posing the excavated foundation. The upper part of the well was com-
posed of rubble but it had probably once been lined. In August 1974
during excavation water was standing at thirteen feet. There were
two silt deposits within the well and the first seems to correspond
to a silt layer in the foundation. Judging from the age of the arti-
facts found within the well, it was abandoned before 1900 and probably
before 1860. Large boulders and miscellaneous trash were dumped into
the well after abandonment and there is the possibility of its use
as a privy hole (Figure 3).

The nature and purpose of the structure which once stood on the
excavated foundation is unknown. Elton Hatton (personal communication)

who lived in Baker Cabin from 1897 until 1901 has provided a detailed
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picture of the cabin and its associated structures at that time (Figure
4). Near the northwest cormer of the excavated foundation there is a
large basalt outcropping over which Elton recalls a stile. A county
road ran north and south along the Baker property arnd a fence was con-
structed along the road. The stile permitted access to this road and
Elton remembers that near the stile were located a smokehouse and an out-
house. While it is possible that the excavated foundation is the smoke-
house of 1900 there was no evidence of ash uncovered. The only well
which Elton recalls is the present one located to the south of Baker
Cabin (Figure 4).

At the turn of the century Baker Cabin had three rooms on the
first floor and an attached frame structure on the west end which
served as a kitchen (Figure 6). Elton's father built the kitchen
shortly after the Hattans moved in with Jane Baker. A picture taken
probably about 1890 shows a different frame structure attached to the
west end of the cabin (Figure 7). There is nothing known concerning
this structure but it is possible that it was damaged by fire and
replaced by the later structure. Excavation of the sheet trash in
this area uncovered an unusually large number of unbent square cut
nails and spots of oxidized clay. However, there were no identifi-
able foundation features from this structure (John Woodward personal
cammunication). This is not surprising since the areas surrourding
the cabin were graded during the 1940's and prior to that the tramping
of animals in the mud around the cabin would have mixed and obliterated

any in situ evidence.
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While there is a fairly complete picture of Baker Cabin and its
grounds at the turn of the century the picture for earlier periods is
unclear. The excavated foundation and adjoining well appear to date
from a time previous to Baker Cabin on the basis of associated artifacts.
Traditional accounts (Hatton 1944) state that Baker Cabin was constructed
in 1856 and this would mean that the excavated foundation was constructed
priof' to that date. An 1855 survey map contracted by Clackamas County,
however, shows neither a dwelling nor any cleared area on any part of
Horace Baker's land claim.



CHAPTER IV
ARTIFACT DESCRIPTION AND DATING

Several thousand artifacts of glass, ceramic, metal, bone, plastic,
and wood were recovered from the excavations of Baker Cabin conducted by
Mount Hood Community College field archeology classes. John Woodward
made available five categories comprising 643 artifacts which seemed to
be most relevant to the purpose of my study. These categories are glass,
pottery, buttons, cartridges, and toys, and had not been previously analy-
zed or described. A small previous analysis of the bottle sherds was
done by Wahlke and Woodward (1974). It was hoped that these five cate-
gories of artifacts would have a bearing on the dating of the cabin.

The following general proveniences were recognized by Woodward
(personal commmnication). The provenience sheet trash refers to an
assemblage of artifacts recovered from a series of test trenches excava-
ted on all sides of the present cabin. Trenches were excavated along all
sides of the foundation and up to 100 feet away from the cabin. Artifacts
were found to a depth of one foot below which the soil was sterile. The
sheet trash designation was necessary because there was no meaningful
cultural or geological stratigraphy due to disturbance by humans, animals,
and weather. In 1948 the 0ld Timers' Association graded the area around
the cabin (Anonymous 1937-1972:43).

The provenience in foundation fill of the present cabin refers to
the jumbled rock fill of angular basalt and cobbles used to build up the
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east side of Baker Cabin. The provenience well fill refers to rubble
and trash deliberately deposited in the old well. The upper two feet of
the well consists of a quantity of rich black clay perhaps resulting from
an outhouse placed over the well. Elton Hattan (personal communication)
reports an outhouse in that area in 1900.

Within the o0ld foundation there are three units: midden, in silt,
and below silt. Midden represents a sheet trash-like accumulation of
road fill and trash to a depth of eight inches. In silt refers to two
inches of fine water deposited yellow silt which it is assumed was deposi-
ted after the structure was abandoned. Below silt consists of lenses of
clay, silt, and fallen foundation rock and extends for six inches. This
last unit is six inches thick along the north and south walls but thins
toward the center of the foundation. The entire site rests on a very

compact oxidized surface which represents old terrace conglomeration.
Glass

A total of 361 glass fragments excluding window glass and auto
reflector glass were recovered from the Baker Cabin locality. Most of
these are fragments of bottles which originally contained medicine, wine,
soda pop, or ink. Bottles and jars can be dated by either the mold mark
on the base which indicates the glass manufacturer or the mold mark on
the body which indicates the firm whose contents were in the bottle. If
neither of these marks is present nor identifiable the method of manufac-
ture can sometimes provide an accurate date.

Dateable glass sherds in the Baker Cabin collection will be desig-

nated by provenience, color, mold marks, and method of manufacture. Iden-
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tifiable sherds recovered in the sheet trash are as follows:

1. 1 clear sherd; base mold: "@". This mark refers to Owens
I1linois Glass Co. and was used from 1929 to 1945 (Toulouse 1971:403).

2. 1 clear sherd; base mold mark: "©18". This possibly refers
to the American Bottle Co. of Chicago and Toledo which was in business
from 1905 to 1929 (Toulouse 1971:30). The "18" may refer to the year of
manufacture.

3. 1 clear shoulder sherd; body mold mark: "--<broug---". Pro-
bably refers to Chesebrough Manufacturing Co. of New York which first
used bottles for vaseline in 1887 (Wilson 1971:110).

4. 1 milk glass lid sherd; body mold mark: "Consolida~—". This
sherd matches a fruit jar 1id pictured by Berge (1968:201) manufactured
by Consolidated Fruit Jar Co. of New York. This mark is dated by Toulouse
(1971:123) as 1871 to 1882.

5. 1 molded black glass bead; multifacited with a tapered hole.
Sorensen (1971:37) notes that these beads are popular in sites dating
1830-1850.

6. 1 green sherd; body mold mark: "Coca Cola". This style of
bottle was patented in 1923.

7. 1 agua sherd; body mold mark: "--——-pal". This mark is insuffi-
cient for identification, however, the base is unscarred which indicates
a post-1860 date (Alverson 1967:39).

8. 1 light aqua sherd; base mold mark: "H". According to Toulouse
(1971:231 €& 236) this mark indicates either Holt Glass Works, W. Berkeley,
California (1893-1906) or H. J. Heinz and Co. (after 1888).

9. 1 light aqua sherd; no mold marks but has an open pontil so
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pontil so probably dates pre-1850 (Alverson 1967:39).

One amber base sherd measuring 2 3/4 inches square was unearthed in
the foundation fill of the present cabin. The base mold mark is "L € W
5" which Toulouse (1971:338) identifies as the mark of Lorenz and Wightman
of Pittsburgh. According to Toulouse "L € W' was possibly used from 1851
to 1860 and was definitely used from 1862 to 1871. This base sherd is
unscarred revealing no pontil mark which indicates a post-1860 date
(Alverson 1967:39). Consultation with Vito D. Mosso (personal communica-
tion) revealed that two bottles in his collection have the "L & W 5" base
mold mark and match the color and dimensions of this base sherd. These
two bottles are identical and have the body mold mark 'Dr. J. Hostetter's
Stomach Bitters'. David Hostetter became a partner of J. H. Redington in
1869 and they began to produce their famous bitters from a recipe belong-
ing to Hostetter's father (Wilson 1971:129). All lines of evidence would
seem to point to an 1868 to 1871 date for this sherd.

Identifiable sherds found in the well fill include:

1. 2 yellow green sherds; body mold mark: "-~<hiedam" and
Vee—ma~--", On the basis of style and content of the lettering, the
clearness of the glass, and the color this is tentatively identified as
"Udolpho Wolfe's Aromatic Schnapps Schiedam" circa 1880 (Wilson 1871:99).

2. 1 light aqua base sherd. There are no marks on this sherd but
it has an open pontil so it probably dates pre-1850 (Alverson 1967:39).

3. 1 light aqua sherd restored fram 2 sherds; body mold mark:
"Pion---". This sherd comprises the neck and shoulder of a soda pop
bottle complete with a Hutchinson stopper which was patented in 1879
(Putnam 1965:91). Blumenstein (1965:65) pictures a bottle which matches
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this sherd and which is marked "Pioneer Soda Works P. 0.". According
to Polk's City Directories for Portland the Pioneer Soda works was lo-
cated at 416 Water Street from 1884 until 1910.

4. 1 black base sherd; no mold marks but has an improved pontil so
probably dates 1850-1860 (Alverson 1967:39).

In the midden of the old foundation the following fragments were
recovered:

1. 1 clear sherd; base mold mark: ”e Y. This mark refers to
Glass Containers, Inc., Los Angeles, and has been used since 1945
(Toulouse 1971:220).

2. 1 whole clear bottle; 2% inches tall; base mold mark: “@".
This mark refers to Fairmount Glass Works, Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana,
and was used from 1945 until 1960 (Toulouse 1971:200-201).

3. 2 clear sherds of probable drinking glass. Painted on the glass
is a picture of a multi-storied building with the sign "Overland Hotel".
Polk's Portland City Directories locate the Overland Hotel at 35 1lst N.
from 1890 until 1908.

4. 1 amber sherd; no body marks, however, the distinctive log
cabin design and the color indicate '"Drake's Plantation Bitters" which
was patented in 1862 (Watson 1965:99).

Within the silt of the old foundation the following sherds were
recovered:

1. 59 olive green sherds; body mold mark: "P" over "TI". The
sherds include the neck and shoulders of the bottle. Because of color,
body marks, and neck this bottle is tentatively identified as "Udolpho
Wolfe's Aromatic Schnapps Schi " circa 1860 (Wilson 1971:99).
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2. 1 clear sherd; base mold mark: "L. G. Co.". This mark refers
to the Louisville Kentucky Glass Works, Louisville, Kemtucky, and is
circa 1880 (Toulouse 1971:323).

Beneath the silt of the old foundation the inventory of sherds
excavated is as follows:

1. 1 olive green champagne bottle restored from 9 sherds; 12 inches
tall. This bottle has no marks but it has an iron ball pontil which in-
dicates an 1850's date (Wilson 1971:8).

2. 1 dark olive green case bottle restored fram 34 sherds; 10
inches tall; body mold mark: “Roberts § Co., Royal Schiedam, Schnapps,
New York". This company has not been identified, however, the bottle has
an iron ball pontil which indicates an 1850's date (Wilson 1971:8).

3. 1 aqua ink bottle restored from 7 sherds; 2% inches tall. This
bottle has no marks but is a so-called "umbrella" ink with an open pontil
so probably dates pré—lBSO (Alverson 1967:39).

4. 1 clear knob sherd; broken from a 1id; no mold marks. This
sherd is "cheap" glass so probably was part of a container purchased with
condiments inside (Vivian Conklin personal communication) and is undate-
able.

5. 1 aqua medicine bottle restored from 12 sherds; 3% inches tall;
body mold mark: 'Dr. Kennedy's Scrofula Ointment". According to Wilson
(1971:123) Kennedy began bottling medicines in 1848. This bottle has an
open pontil indicating a probable pre-1850 date (Alverson 1967:39).

6. 1 aqua medicine bottle partially restored from 27 sherds; body
mold mark: "Scrofula Ointment”. Based on size, color, and body mold

mark this bottle is identified as "Dr. Kennedy's Scrofula Ointment". The
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open pontil again indicates a pre-1850 date (Alverson 1967:39).

Wahlke and Woodward (1974) analyzed the total collection of bottle
sherds excavated as of March 1374 from the sheet trash and the foundation
fill of Baker Cabin and noted that all of the bottles represented dated
post-1860. Several fragments of a bottle of "Warner's Safe Kidney and
Liver Cure" were found near the base of the rubble fill (John Woodward
personal communication). This company was not formed until 1878 (Wilson
1971:1uy).

The present analysis seems to bear out the conclusions of Wahlke and
Woodward (1974). In fact, with one exception, all dateable sherds from
sheet trash and the foundation fill of Baker Cabin appear to post date
1870. Only within the old foundation and the old well fill are pre-~1860
sherds found.

Pottery

Excavations at the Baker Cabin locality unearthed 203 sherds of
historical pottery. Following Fontana (1962:91) this collection has been
classified into three main types of pottery: earthenware, stoneware, and
porcelain (china). Earthenware is a porous crockery made of a dark paste
and can be glazed or unglazed. Porcelain or china is made of a white
paste and is nonporous while stoneware is of a tan paste and is generally
thicker. In this collection there are 140 sherds of stoneware, 4t of
earthenware, and 17 of porcelain.

The dating of historical pottery is accomplished by use of company
hallmarks when present or pottery design if this has been recorded. If

a pottery sherd has no hallmark or if the design has not been recorded it
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is usually undateable. Dateable sherds in the Baker Cabin inventory will
be designated by provenience, type of pottery, and hallmark or pattern.
Tdentifiable sherds unearthed in the sheet trash are as follows:

1. 1 sherd restored from 2 sherds, ironstone; hallmark: '"Porcelaine
De Terre, Trade Mark, coat of arfms, --- Edwards, --- land'". This exact
mark is shown in Kovel (1953:243) and is identified as that used by John
Edwards of Fenton, England after 1891.

2. 1 sherd restored from 2 sherds, ironstone. The pattern matches
that pictured by Kamm (1951:216) and identified as Blue Willow by Cope-
land of England. This dates post-1870 (Kamm 19851:145).

3. 1 sherd restored from 4 sherds, ironstone; hallmark: "Harvest
USA". The pattern is that of a campote overflowing with grapes in pink
on a white background. Neither the hallmark nor the pattern have been
positively identified, however, Vivian Conklin (personal communication)
dates this sherd as post-1900. Woodward (personal communication) recover—
ed a large sherd of this exact type from Richmond, Oregon, a ghost town
which dates between 1900 and 1920.

In the foundation fill of the present cabin 45 sherds of brown
glazed Chinese earthenware were recovered. These sherds appear to be the
remains of at least two vessels. Chinese utility earthenware is quite
cammon on historical sites and generally contained rice wine or soy sauce.
Bressie (13970:115) dates this ware as 1870 to 1880.

Identifiable sherds found in the well fill include:

1. 1 rim sherd, ironstone. The pattern is a type knouwn as
Spatter Ware which was produced by dipping a fine sponge into paint and
dabbing it evenly around the borders. This staffordshire-type of pottery
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is believed to have been manufactured in the United States between 1820
and 1860 (Warman 1972:386).

2. 1 handle sherd, ironstone. This brown glazed pottery is probably
imitation Majolica, made in the United States between 1870 and 1880 (Jennie
Welsh personal communication).

3. 2 sherds, unrestored; porcelain; hallmark: "—ba". The
pattern is an intricate one of small flowers set within reserves formed
by foliated scrolls and the style is flow blue. Williams (1973:242)
pictures this pattern, named Cuba, and states that it was possibly made
by Davenport of England and probably dates circa 18u45.

In the midden of the old foundation the following identifiable
sherds were unearthed:

1. 1 sherd, ironstone; hallmark: ')K."‘, "Homer Laughlin, Hotel".
The Homer lLaughlin China Co. of E. Liverpool, Ohio, was established in
1874 (Thorn 1947:133). According to Kamm (1951:133) if the name "Homer
Laughlin" appears the china dates from 1893 because prior to this time
the mark was "Laughlin Bros.".

2. 1 sherd, porcelain. This is the partial base of a cup ard has
printed in red "made in Japan". This marking dates the sherd as post-
1891 since in that year the U.S. required all imports to be marked with
country of origin (Fontana 1962:93).

Beneath the silt of the old foundation the following sherds were
recovered: -

1. 1 sherd restored fram 2 sherds, ironstone; pattern type:
Spatterware. As previously noted this probably dates from 1820 to 1860
(Warman 1972:386).
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2. 1 rim sherd, ironstone. This plate rim has a light blue design
and band on the border and is a Staffordshire-type china circa 1860
(Vivian Conklin personal communication). |

Several clay pipe fragments were also recovered in the sheet trash
around Baker Cabin. Two stem fragments and two bowl fragments seem to
represent at least three different pipes. One stem fragment is cross
hatched and bears the mark "FOI---". This same stem is pictured by
Hussey (1957:Plate XLIV) and was recovered at Fort Vancouver, Washington.
The pictured example bears the camplete mark "FORD'. According to Les-
ter Rogs (personal communication), an archeologist at the Fort Vancouver
site, these pipes were produced by J. T. Ford, Manufacturer, Mile End,
Stepney, lLondon. Clay pipes were imported by Hudson's Bay Co. from 1824
until 1860 but most probably pre-date 1853 because in that year the U.S.
placed a 100 percent tariff on them.

The Baker Cabin pottery collection indicates the same inferences
as the glass inventory. Older material, except clay pipes, seems to
cane from the well fill and the o0ld foundation. Pipes are probably not
a good indicator because of reuse.

Buttons

A total of 4l artifacts classified as buttons were recovered by
excavations at Baker Cabin. These will be described by material, size,
color, and number of holes. Table I shows the provenience of these
specimens.

Metal
size 36 gilt brass with ornmate leaf design; loop shank; shank side
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is marked "Rich Orange". Gilt brass buttons were made between
1800 and 1865, however, prior to 1830 they had no designs or
ornamentation (Liscomb 1967:78-79). This then dates from 1830
to 1865. One specimen.
size 26 metal pant's button used for fastening suspenders to
pants; self shank; late 19th century (Mary Mathilda Fralick per-

sonal comunication). One specimen.

size 18 black glass with a molded raised pattern around the edge;
self shank but may have originally had a metal wire shank for
reinforcement. Possibly dates from 1867 or earlier (Albert and
Kent 1949:100). Mary Mathilda Fralick (personal communication)
who was born in 1884 recalls this same type of button on the
basques worn by her mother. One specimen.

size 24, black; 4 holes, Post 1840 (Luscomb 1967:80). One speci-

nen.

Shell buttons are undateable because they have been made far

three centuries (Luscomb 1967:180).

size 22, white; 2 holes. One specimen.

size 24, white; 2 holes. -One specimen.

size 30, white; 2 holes. One specimen.
Composition

The term "composition" is used by button collectors to refer to any
button molded from a mixture of substances and are generally undateable
(Luscomb 1967:46).
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size 28, black with ornamented front. Originally had a metal
shank which is missing. One specimen.
size 30, beige with remains of red paint; 2 holes. One specimen.
Porcelain

Of the seven porcelain buttons recovered six had the rough finished
backs indicative of the Prosser Process (Ford 1943:137). This process,
patented in 1840, involved the molding of dry powdered clay into iron
molds under preésw.me. Because the clay was campacted there was no shrink-~
age. This process was used in the manufacture of buttons from 1840 until
well into the 20th century. Several buttons of this type have been
found at an historical site in Oregon dated 1890-1902 (Woodward personal
commmication).

size 16, white; 4 holes; Prosser Process, baby clothes button

(Mary Mathilda Fralick personal communication). One specimen.

size 18, white; 4 holes; Prosser Process. One specimen.

size 18, Bull's-Eye button with a black body and a white center.

So-called because the ''pattern resembled the bull's-eye on a tar-

get." (Luscomb 1967:28). Originally had a metal shank which is

missing. Mostly date from the 1860's (Luscomb 1967:183). One

specimen. ‘

size 22, pale pink; 2 holes; Prosser Process. One specimen.

size 22, salmon pink; 2 holes; Prosser Process. One specimen.

size 24, white; 4 holes; Prosser Process. Two specimens.

Casein or Bakelite

The earliest '"plastic" was celluloid invented in 1869 and used for

the manufacture of eyeglass frames ard buttons (Swanson 1865:33). Casein
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was invented in 1900 and largely replaced celluloid in the manufacture
of buttons because of its toughness and flexibility. ‘In 1908 Bakelite
was patented and is considered to have laid the foundations of the
synthetic plastic industry. Bakelite could only be produced in amber
color or black. Celluloid is highly flammable and tests revealed that
rone of the Baker Cabin buttons were of this material.

size 18, white; 4 holes; Casein. One specimen.

size 20, white; 2 holes; Casein. Six specimens.

size 22, white; 2 holes; Casein. Two specimens.

size 24, white; 2 holes; Casein. One specimen.

size 28, white; 4 holes; Casein. One specimen.

size 30, white;‘ 4 holes; casein. One specmen

size 20, turquoise blue; 2 holes; Casein. One specimen.

size 22, turquoise blue; 2 holes; Casein. One specimen.

size 20, tan; 4 holes; Casein. One specimen.

size 22, dark green; 4 holes; Casein. One specimen.

size 22, brown; 4 holes; Casein. One specimen.

size 24, grey; 4 holes; Casein. One specimen.

size 24, dark brown; 4 holes; Bakelite. One specimen.
Modern Plastic

The term modern plastic refers to polyvinyl which was patented in
1938 and is still used in the manufacture of buttons (Simonds and Church
1963:2).

size 18, pearl-white; self shank. One specimen.

size 22, pearl-white; 4 holes. Two specimens.

size 24, pearl-white; 4 holes. One specimen.



size 22, clear; 2 holes. One specimen.
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Table I
Provenience of Buttons

Sheet Trash Above Silt of
0ld Foundation

Metal 2

Glass 2

Porcelain 6 1
Casein or

Bakelite 12 8

Shell 2 1l
Composition 2

Modern Plastic 1 4

As one can see fram Table I the largest number of buttons are

definitively dated as post-1300.

There appear to be only four buttons,

those of glass and metal, which definitely date prior to 1900.

Cartridges

Excavations of sheet trash around Baker Cabin uncovered 20 identi-

fiable cartridges and shells.

Three additional cartridges were recovered

from above the silt beds in the excavated fourdation. All of the cart-

ridges were identified ard dated by individual headstamps placed on the

bases by the manufacturers.

The inventory of Baker Cabin cartridges and shells from the sheet
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trash is as follows:

1. Eight .22 calibre long rifle cartridges with an impressed "U"
on the bases. These were made by the Union Metallic Cartridge Company
and "probably date from the 1880's" (Fontana 1962:82).

2. One .22 calibre short rifle cartridge with "U.S." on the base.
The United States Cartridge Company of Lowell, Mass., founded in 1868,
used this mark (Berge 1968:221).

3. One .25-35 calibre cartridge for the Winchester centerfire
rifle with "WRA Co, 25-35 WCF" on the base. This calibre was introduced
by the Winchester Repeating Arms Co. in 1895 (Barmes 1965:21).

4., One .22 calibre long rifle cartridge with an impressed "H" on
the base. This mark was used for many years by the Winchester Repeating
Arms Co. of New Haven, Connecticut, which was founded in 1866 (Horn 1962:
21).

5. One .22 calibre long rifle cartridge with an impressed "\ /"
on the base. This symbol was used by the Western Cartridge Co. of East
Alton, Illinois, founded in 1898 (Horn 1962:1u4).

6. One 12 gauge shotgun shell with a brass base and a cardboard
case. The base is inscribed "Western Field No. 12", a mark used by the
Western Cartridge Co., East Alton, Illinois (Horn 1962:37).

7. One 12 gauge shotgun shell with a brass base ard a cardboard
case. The identifying mark on the base is "Winchester No. 12" indicating
manufacture by the Winchester Repeating Arms Co., New Haven, Connecticut
(Horn 1962:14).

8. One .22 calibre long rifle cartridge with an impressed "H" on
the base. This mark is that of the Winchester Repeating Arms Co. and
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the cartridge is made of stainless steel indicating relatively recent
manufacture.

9. Three .22 calibre long rifle cartridges with " " on the
bases. This symbol was used by the Western Cartridge Co. of East Alton,
I1linois (Bearse 1966:54) and these are made of stainless steel.

10. Two .22 calibre long rifle cartridges with "Hi Speed U" on
the bases. This mark was used by the Remington-Union Metallic Cartridge
Co. of Bridgeport, Conneticut, which was formed by merger in 1902 (Horn
1962:35).

The inventory of cartridges and shells from above the silt beds
of the old foundation is as follows:

1. One 12 gauge shotgun shell with a brass base and a cardboard
case. The identifying mark on the base if "WRA Co No. 12 Rival” which
was used by the Winchester Repeating Arms Co. and dates somewhere be-
tween 1866 and 1901 (Berge 1968:221).

2. Two .22 calibre long rifle cartridges with "F" on the bases.
This mark was used by both the U.S. Army Frankford Arsenal (Fontana
1962:79) and the Federal Cartridge Co. (Horn 1962:59). In either case
the cartridges would have been manufactured after 1870.

Toys

Several dateable children's toys were recovered from the sheet
trash around Baker Cabin. A total of eight marbles were unearthed as
follows:

1. Two agates; German made; one measuring 1.60 cm., the other

1.40 om.
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2. Six Akro-type imitation agates; U.S. made; ranging in size
from 1.40 om. to 1.60 om.

A1l the marbles are post 1901 because they are machine-made (Wallace
1970:84). Prior to 1901 marbles were hand blown and evidenced this style
of manufacture. |

Seven small '"plastic-like" figures averaging one mm. in height were
recovered. Shapes included a turkey, a rabbit, a milk bottle, and a
heart. Each had a small circle at the top for attachment and possibly
they were intended as charms for a bracelet. Tests revealed that all
were of celluloid which was discovered in 1869 and was largely sup-
planted in 1300 by Casein (Swanson 1965:33). ‘

One wooden alphabet black measuring 4 mm. square was found.
Pictures on the sides include a cat, an "H", a "u4", an YR", ard a
tractor. The tractor would indicate a post 1900 date Vfor this block.

One metal, pop~style, gun with the remains of green paint was
also recovered. This gun is 16 mm. in length and the pop-style dates
it as post-1920.



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS

Tradition sustained by the Hattan and Mumpower families dates
Baker Cabin's construction during the year 1856. Mary Elizabeth Mum-~
power Hattan (1%44) states positively that the cabin was built in that
year and other family members support this contention. Historic Homes
of Clackamas County (1947), a booklet produced by the Susannah lLee
Barlow Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution of Clackamas
County, presents two pages concerning Baker Cabin and provides an 1856
construction date. The 01d Timers' Association along with the Daughters
of The American Revolution erected a commemorative marker on the site
in 1949 which also gives 1856 as the construction date.

When the Old Timers' Association reconstructed Baker Cabin in the
late 1930's decayed logs ard the roof were replaced but only minor re-
pairs were done on the foundation (Donald Hattan personal communication).
In 1933 J. G. Mumpower provided a sworn statement to the effect that the
cabin was faithfully reconstructed "in precisely the same place and on
the old rock wall that supported the original pioneer cabin" (Apperdix 1).
Mumpower further notes that he has lived within one half mile of Baker
Cabin since November, 1883.

These several lines of evidence would seem to indicate that Baker
Cabin was constructed in 1856 and today stands on its original foundation.
Archeological evidence, however, does not bear this out. Artifacts from
the sheet trash date overwhelmingly post-1860 and glass and pottery sherds
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from the foundation fill would seem to indicate a date around 1870.
Possibly the chinese ware (1870-1880) and the "Warner's Safe Kidney and
Liver Cure" (post 1878) sherds sifted down over the years to a final
resting place within the rubble fill of the foundation. This possibility
does not hold true, however, for the "L § W 5" sherd which has been
identified as "I-bstefters Bitters" (1869-1300). This base sherd was
located squarely between two foundation stones in a horizontal position
as shown in Figure 8 (John Woodward personal communication).

Artifacts dating prior to 1860 were predominately recovered from
the old foundation and the well fill. This certainly seems to suggest
that the locality was occupied prior to 1860 and supports Donation Land
Claim documents and census material. However, this does not show that the
occupants of the locality actually lived in Baker Cabin.

There are several possible hypotheses which would resolve this
seeming conflict between archeological evidence and historic tradition:

1. Baker Cabin was constructed in 1856 at a presently undiscovered
site on the claim but was moved to its present location about 1870.

2. Baker Cabin was constructed in 1856 on the precise spot that
it now stands but reconstruction by the 0ld Timers' Association involved
a complete rebuilding of the foundation.

3. Baker Cabin was constructed in 1856 on the present foundation
but extensive repairs were done on the foundation in the 1870's. The
old foundation represents a smaller cabin occupied from the late 1840's
until 1856.

4. The old foundation with its associated well represents the

original construction and habitation of the site. The present cabin is
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not the original 1856 cabin referred to in folklore but is rather a
cabin constructed about 1870.

The first hypothesis would appear to have no support. Archeological
material from the old foundation and well along with Donation Land Claim
and census material indicate that the Bakers were living on the site
prior to 1850. There would be no reason for a larger structure, the
present cabin, to be located elsewhere on the claim. The second hypothe-
sis is seemingly untenable since it contradicts the statements of both
J. G. Mumpower and Donald Hattan that the present cabin stands on its
original foundation.

The evidence presently available seems to favor either the third or
fourth hypothesis. Perhaps a closer lock at the census material would
provide support for one or the other. In 1850 the Baker household consis-
ted of six adults and one child while in 1860 there were two adults and
three children. The household consisted of three adults by 1870 and in
1880 only Horace and Jane Baker remained. These figures reveal that the
Wld became smaller over the years and would tend to support the
third hypothesis because there would be no need to initiate construction
of a larger structure in 1870. However, the cabin, if constructed in
1856, might have been in need of extensive repairs by 1870.

Actually none of these hypotheses may have validity and another
possible explanation can be offered. The Bakers originally resided in a
cabin constructed in the late 1840's which is represented by the old
foundation and associated well. Donation Land Claim documents show that
Baker lost one half of his land claim and assessment records indicate
that this loss occurred in 1856 or 1857. The original Baker home was
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located on that portion reclaimed by the U.S. Govermnment and the
Bakers were forced to vacate. They moved to the remaining half of their
claim and there in 1856 constructed the present Baker Cabin where they
remained until 1870. During this period the Bakers regained the other
half of their claim and the second cabin site became unsuitable for one
reason or another. Finally, around 1870 the present cabin was taken
apart, moved, and reassembled on a new foundation located near the first
cabin and its adjoining well. Possibly the present well was constructed
at this time.

This last hypothesis would to a degree reconcile the archeological
evidence and the historic tradition. Baker Cabin would still have been
constructed in 1856 but not on its present foundation. However, unless
further information becomes available the authentic history of Baker
Cabin will never be known. As Hume (1968:20) observes '---archeology is
no respector of persons, conventions or traditions" and "it often yields
just enough of the truth to make it clear that our preconceived opinion

was wrong, but insufficient to provide the full answer".
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APPENDIX 2

Carver, Oreson
Fedbruury 8, 1923;

I, T.0.umpower, being first duly swarn Jo “ernse and s.y

ttet I am a resident of Carver, Jregon, that 1 came to

thir vicinity Yovember ©th, 1€83, und have lived within

less tltan ons-h::lf mile of the pioneer l1loge.-din of YForuoce

Buker cince thst d:te, 9n Jonuury 20th, 1760, I was

nirrted to Yapcy Ann Skirvin at the s.1d “orace laker cabin,

] em fumilier xith tha coastruot' s n of the cuibla an? know

tl.at the lo~s wrre joined in s di"Terent w:y than is

cormonly used in t'~ con-truction of loz ouhina, Tith the
excentisn of tha dottom lamrs 8n?d te top lors which were
porticed to-ether at the corners, th: intervening lozs were
lupped tocether +ithout morticine. “he r.ftors were #~t on

top o the u per jJ>ists so thut thov would not tend ta srread
the buildinz. The present purtially reconstructed duilding staada
in preciselythe sarme pluce and on the 518 rock wall which
suprorted the orizinul pioneer oubin :.nd whare the ol? loga wvere
~suffiofently s>uld trey have bqan uscd in tlie recsnstructed

bnlldlné, only th~ decayed onea h.vin? heen popleced by new lo~s.

N
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"hile 1ivinz ut the Huker home, I was told by my erundmother,
¥rs.''sruce Juker thut the twolve inch square lozs wore
orizinu'ly hewn to be shipred to Sun 'rancisco for a dullding
there, bdut the d-sl fe’ 1l through &nd Horace Diker, with his

ox team hauled the loas to his osbin site and built the
original cubin., These logs bein> much lurrer th.n thore
comrnonly used ia loz oubin constructlon.geve the duilding more

st:d1lity .nod mide it less necessury to mortice the oornars.

This purtislly reconstruocted cabin will de, so far ;s possible

when ocoxzplatad, cn exact dupliocution of the original piosner

onbin, 2“3 PNz ielz-

Rizned an? sworn to bofore me a Yatiry Tublie
in and for the tu%e of drezon by YN umnower

¢t Z:r’lat:>/i22:::n;::2£iﬁh day or ebruery, 1029,

/v Cormission expires %26/&2
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APPENDIX 3

GLOSSARY

CANTILEVERED
projecting beams supported at only one end.

GABLE

the end wall of a building as distinguished from the front or
back wall.

IMPROVED PONTIL
an open pontil smoothed to eliminate roughness.

IRON BALL PONTIL

the scar produced by pressing a heated iron ball against an open
pontil to remove the protruding glass.

OPEN FONTIL

a jagged circle of protruding glass left when the punty rod was
removed.

PONTIL

the scar left on the bases of bottles by the punty rod which was
used for the fashioning of hot glass.

SILLS

beams that rest directly on the cabin foundation and on which the
floor beams are laid.

STILE
a set of steps for passage over a fence or wall.
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