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Spaniards were the first Europeans to explore thé
Pacific Northwest coastline, but the only svidence of these
_early visits is a sprinkling of Spanish place names commem-
orating the intrepid voyagers. The more than four centurieé
of recorded history since that time are nearly dsvoid of
references to Spaniéh-speaking people, especially Mexicans
and Americans of Mexican descent (Chicangs). Even the heavy
" influx of Chicano migrant farm wcrkers-in the 1950's and
1960's failed to attract the attentiocn of historians or-so-
cial science researchers. By 1970,‘the.Spanish~language
population had become Oregon's largest ethnic mincrity and
'was exerting influence in mcst sreas of state life, This

study documents the depth and diversity of Oregon's Chicano




community aﬁd provides an historical context for theAmove—
ment of Spanish-speaking people into the state,

Even in the strongly Anglo-American milieu of the
Northwest, Chicanos have retained their unique blend of

Mexican and American cultural and linguistic characteristics.

.'Through social cluﬁs, cultural centérs, economic and polit-
ical organizations and an independent college, Chicanos in
Oregon are preserving and proclaiming.their heritagé.
Hopefully, this study will aid Anglo Américans in under-
standing and accepting cultural differences without preju-
dice or aﬁimosity, ané help Chicanos to better appreciate
:'their«position in the state, - |

The dominantly oral tradition of the.Chicéno ccupleé
with the dearth of standard documentation, primary and se=~
condéry, required reliance upon interviews and conversa-
tions and generalization upon limited data, Research re-
vealed that the migrant farm worker image of the Chicano has
become obsolete as the Oreéon populétion has become settled
and primarily urban. If this study provides a frame of
reference for and generates interest in further'investiga-
tion of the migration of Chicanos into Orégon, it will have

served its purpose,
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION: WHO IS THE CHICANO?

- The Presence of Spanish-speaking people in the Pacific
Northwest is not a recent phenomenon. Spanish explorers and
'traders.baSed in Mexico made-numérous voyages along the Paci-
- fic coast from jhe)mid-sixteenth century through the nine-
*teenth,~journeyé commemorated by a sprinkling of Spanish
place ﬁames on the Oregon coast:t Cape Blanco, Maﬁzanita,
Tierra del Mar, Yaquina ﬁay. Heceta Head and Cape Ortego.1
As-eariy és the niﬁeteenth century Mexican nationals and
Mexican Ameriéans (no differentiation was made by Anglo
Americans who termed éll Latin Americans “Mexicéns") began
to work in Oregon's pastoral and agricultural industries,
Although early numbers were few, migrant farmworkers became
-more plentiful in the twentieth.century, and, by World War II,
a migrator& flow pattern from the Southwest(to the Northwest |
‘was well established. |

- From the midfnineteen fifties on, the farmworker pat-
tern altered és many began settiing out of the migrant stream
to reside ﬁérmanently in Oregon, Thg small incipient commu-

nities, moétly in the Willamette Valley and Malheur County,

1See Warren Z. Cook, Flood Tide of Empire:t Spain and
~ the Pacific Northwest, 1543-1819 (New Haven: Yale Univer-
sity Press, 1973). :




quickly grew to become a major ethnic factor in the state,
and, by 1970, the Spanish-surnamed were Oregon's largest mi-
nority group. _

Tpis transition from a rural-migrant lifestyle to per-
maznent, usually urban, residency has been largely unnoticed
or ignored by the majority Anglo populatioﬁ.‘ There is a
- dack of awareness and céncern on the part of Anglo Oregonians
that a sizeable, culturally distinctive group has elected to
.live in the state thereby presenting new demands and chal-
lenges as well as new contributions and benefits. This pa-
per seeks to delineate the extent and diversity of the Chi-
cano population in Oregon and how it came to 5e a significant
factor. |

Since the bulk of the Mexican-American migration to
the Pacific Northwest has taken place within the last two
decades, special emphasis will be placed upon that period.
Earlier presences will be noted in a chronolcgical back-
ground, but the focus of attention will be upon the contem-

porary community which is treated topically; Failure to

understand cultural differences can only breed mistrust while.

knowledge backed by mutual respect and ccoperatlon fosters
understanding. It is hoped that this study will contrlbute
to an‘appreéiatlon of the Chicano segment of Oregon's multi-
cultural society. |

In discussing United States citizens of Mexican des-
cent, problems of definition and nomenclature immediately

arise, largely because the criteria have been varied and



contradictory so that much data is per force ambiguous and
inaccurate. The United States Bureau of the Census only re-
cently recognized the sub-grouping "Mexican origin" within
the category "Spanish onigin{“ hence,_before;ig70'no strictlyA
appropriate information for the group existed for most of
the nation, More detailed data has been évailable for five
Southwestern states (Arizona, California, Colorado, Texas and
New Mexico) since 1930, but categorization elsewhere has been
unclear, Prior to 1930 persons of Mexicén origin were simply
classified as white or foreign~born white of Mexican birth.
The-Bureau.pf the Census used the térms "Mexican" in 1930,
"Spanish mother tongue" in i9h0 and "Spanish surname” in

. 1950 and 1960 to attempt to identify later generations of

immigrants and the Spanish Colonial residents of the South-

west.z

Each criterion has its,limitations;'for example, the
term "Mexican" is inapplicable to the Hispanos of New Mexico
or the Californios who are descendants of Spanish land grant
estate holders and not racially mixed with Indians (mestizo)
as the term denotes.3 "Spanish surname" applies to a much
greater segment of society by including Spaniards and all

Latin Americans while excluding those with non-Spanish names.

2Bureau of the Census, Census of Populationt 1960
Persons of Spanish Surname, Final Report PC (2)-1B, 1963, P.ix.

. 3Foz' more informatipn see Leonard M, Pitt, The Decline
of the Californios: A Social Historvy of the Spanish-Speakinz
Californians, 18L6-1890 ‘(Berkeley: University of California
AITess, 1966), : :




Equally nebulous is "Spanish-speaking,” especially if used

as a term of self—idenfif;pation, for those who no longer
utilize the language to an appreciable degree or prefer not

to be designated as "foreign* are excluded while many na-
tionalities othef than Mexican are included. Consequently,
externally-impqsed labels'such as the above will be employed
only Qhen used by sources consulted.

To compound the difficulty, little consensus exists
within the Chicano community as to termé of self-identifi-
cation; "Mexican Americah" offends those who “have com-
pletely assimilated into American culture” and wish to be
simply "Americans” as well as those who object to being
- classified as "hyphenated," therefore second-class citiZens.n
"Chicané“ is not self-employed by Spanish Americans in New
Mexico or Latin Americans in Texas who reject the term as
degrading.5

In Oregon, the term "Chicano” emerged in the late
sixties carrying a‘connotation/pf ethnically-oriented poli-
tical activism and sometimes militancy. Many older people
favored "Mexican American" or "Mexican" while others identi-
fied themselves as "lg raza" which carries a sense of cultu-

ral and ethnic pride but not militancy. A more activist

\
'~

l*Davi.d J, Weber, ed., Foreigners in Their Native Land:
Historical Roots of the Mexican Americans (Albuquerque:
University of New biexico Press, 1973), pp. 8-9, Standard
grammatical usage will be followed in this text; thus,
- "Mexican American" will be hyphenated when used as an ad-
jective and not hyphenated when used as a noun,

* 5Ibia,


http:hyphenat.ed

_ . 5
term, " céusa," refers to the overall Chicano struggle for
equality and justice in American society.

The genesié of fhe term "Chicano" is uncertain, but
‘'several theories have been advanced. According to linguist
Philip'D. Ortego, itquiginated in the ancient Nahuatl tongue
whose self-referent ferm was "mexicano" mﬁéh latér‘shortened
“tb "Chicano,"” Modern usage emerged from the barrio d;alects;

calo or pocho, in the'19u0's‘and gave the term a lower class

connotation.7 A second theéry traces the origin to “"chico"
(boy) plus the suffix "-ano;" hence, one who acts like a

young boy. A similarity also exists with ;chicazo," an un-
educated youthfui vagabond, Edward Simmen quotes a cdntem—

porary definition in The Chicano: From Caricature to Self-

Portrait:

- A dissatisfied American of Mexican descent whose

ideas regarding his position in the social and eco=-

nomic order are, in general, considered to be 1lib-

eral or radical and whose statements andsactions

are often extreme and sometimes violent.
This definition is overstated to a considerable degree, for
many Chicanos are only radical to the extent of desiring
those freedoms and opportunities guaranteed to any citizen
of the United States. | . |

The vast majority of Oregonians of Mexican deseent

§§unday Oregonian (Portland), Jan. 24, 1971, p. 1.

7See G?orge R. Alvarez, "Calo: The 'dther' Spanish,"
%lgéx A Review of General Semantics, XXIV (March, 1567),

8(New»¥orkt New American Library, 1971), pp. vii-viii.
i



IR . 6
interviewed for this study referred to themselves as “Chicaub
nos," 5 usage that will be emulated in this paper. 1In con-
tfadistiﬁction, Chicanos speak of the majority white popula-
tion as "Anglo,"” a term which encémpasses those traits and
values usually denoted as WASP or American middle ciass and
is in no sense pejorative,

The growing body of social science and historical writ-
ing pertaining to Chicanos has raised more questions than it
has answered, In surveying the literature, two major charac-
'teristics stand outs 1) much Anglo research is premised
upon ethnocentric assumptions valid for the dominant culture
but inapplicable to the Chicano; and, 2) the diversity of
the Chicano population raises the dangers of stereotypiﬁg
and overgeneralizing when observers depend upon ofteﬁ in-
applicable models of Mexican cultural behavior,

Chicano scholars have pointed out "the distortion of
Mexican-American history"” by Anglos and the need to review
all facets of Chicano life from a proper perspective,
Octavio I, Romano-V has pointed out the misrepresentations of
the Chicano in the writings of Anglo historians and social
scientists such as William Madsen, Ruth Tuck, Celia S;

. Heller and Lyle Saunders.9 Anglos have often porfrayed the'

Chicano as someone he is not or tried to make him someone he

9See Octavio I, Romano-V, "The Anthropology and Socio-
logy of the Mexican-Americans," "Social Science, Objectivity,
and the Chicanos,"” and Miguel Montiel, "The Social Science
Myth of the Mexican-Americans,” in Voices: Readings from El
Grito, ed. by Romano-V (Berkeley: Quinto Sol Publications,
‘Inc., 1973), pp. 30-64, : A




did not wish to be,

The proper examination of any culture requires utiliza-
tinn of both the "-etic" approach of objective scientific |
research and the "-emic” or subjective poinf of view "in which
a way of life is described according to the categories that

have significance for the people themselves."10

To this end,
sources range from census data, interviews with government
officials and Anglos ih Chicano-related positions and news~
paper reports (major press and bilingual) to the very subjec-
tive commenfs made by Chicanos dﬁring interviews and conver-
sations, When applicable, research based upon population
samples in the Southwest will be referred to for theoretical
and conceptual frameworks,

The landmark study of the Mexican American appeéred in
1949 when Carey McWilliams, " journalist, attorney, and civil
libertarian,” published his still relevant work.ll Nortn
from Mexico: The Svanish-Speaking People of the United States
depicts the Chicano as fhe victim of historical happenstance,
notably the Mexican-American War of 1846 and Anglo discrimi-
nation., This interpretation has been refined'and reformu-
lated into the concept of "internal colonialism" discussed

by Marta Sotomayor, Joan W. Moore and Rodolfo ACuna among

-

1oMichael D, Olien, Latin Americans: Contemporary -
Peoples and Their Cultural Traditions (New York: Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1973), pP. 319.

11Weber, P. 2.



others, ,
The inferior status of the colonized peoples results
in damage to self-esteem, destruction of native cul-
tural traits and adaptation of foreign cultural
traits, disintegration of the family unit with par-
ticular loss of social cohesion among so-called in-
ferior groups becaﬁ§e of their inability to retain
their own culture. ‘
In the Southwest "colonialism"” took the form of racial dis-
crimination while in the North, including Oregon, the effect
has been one of neglect and indifference due to ignorance of
Chicano cultural values,:

The need for an historical survey of Oregoﬁks Chicano
population extends far beyond mere antiquarian or academic
interest. Published Oregon history is lily-white as most
ethnic minorities, except perhaps Native Americans, has been
ignored by Northwest scholars. This reflects both the logi-
cal perspective of a sociefy which is 95 per cent Anglo as
well as the dearth of conventional recorded source materials,

_Considering the major role played by the Chicano farm worker
"in the state's second largest economic sector and the poten-
tial cultural enrichment of a Latin American input, it be-
hooves scholars to examine that groﬁp. .Hopefully, this'study
will prompt Anglo and minority scholars to probe the multi-
cultural heritage of the state and aid Chicanos in viewing
their presence in Oregon with a fuller historical perspective.
. 12Marta Sotomayor, "Mexican American Interaction with
Social Systems,” in La Causa Chicana: The Movement for
Justice, ed. by Margaret M., Mangold (New York: ramily Ser-
vices Association of America, 1971), p. 152, See also

Rodolfo Acuna, QOccupied Americas The Chicano's Strugele To-
xard Liberation (San Franciscos Cornfield Press, 1972).




. CHAPTER II
THE CHICANO COMES TO OREGON

The first large group of Mexicans.to become citizens of y
the United States did so involuntarily as a result of Mexico's
military defeat in 1846, Article VIII of the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848) which formally concluded the conflict
permitted residents of the disputed terriiory to become citi-
zens of either nation, but guaranteed that property rights
would be respected and no penalties imposed upon either Mexi-
cans or new Mexican Afnericans.1

- Many Latin Americans joined in the gold rush to Cali-
fornia, but no other major migration from Mexican occurred
until the twentieth century, The economic and political
chaos of the Mexican Revolution of 1910 and following set
~ off the first wave of immigration which was welcomed by
labor-short America during the First World War. 4 second
wave pushed north during the twenties as the peace and
prosperity of the United States offered a welcome)aiter-
native to continuéd Mexican instability. The Great Depres-
sion reverse& the flow as soﬁe 65,000 Mexicans were repa- ..

triated forcibly in the battle against rampant American

1Wayne'Moquin and Charles VanDoren, eds., A Documen-
tary History of the lexican Americans (New York: Praeger
Publishers, Inc., 1971), p. 246, :

e epcepoyritd, RSO
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uneﬁployment. The last large migration followed World War
II when America's burgeoning agricuitural areas required.
great numbers of farm laborefs.2

Immigration restrictions such aé the Quota Act of 1924
specifically exempted Mexico and ofher Wesﬁern Hemisphere
nations, but exclusion attempts were made, A 1926 bill to
place a‘quota on Mexicans failed, but three years later a
policy of "administrative restriction” largely halted legal
immigration. Subsequent agreements reopened the,border. and
restrictions were not reimposed upon.Mexicans until the pas-

sage of Public Law 86-236 in 1965 (effective July 1, 1968).°

Sporadic reports of Mexicans in Oregon may be found
throughout the nineteenth century although numbers were few
and documentation is scanty. As early as 1856 Mexican mule-
teers (arrieroé) drove their charges into thevmining camps
of northern California and southern Oregon.

- The Mexican muleteer had elevated packing and dri-
ving to a science., Their knowledge of mule nature
and their skill in the nice balanecing of packs,
learned through long association and practice, gave
their lowly occupation a luster and dignity that

never failed to bring forth comment from those who
saw them at their work,

Most Anglos conceded Mexican superiority in mule skinning

/
2Luis F, Hernfndez, A Forgotten American: A Resource
Unit _for Teachers con the liexican American (New York: Anti-
defamation League of B'nai B'rith, 1969), pp. 8,12, MNi-
- grant Education Service Center, A Chronoloalcal Svnopsis of
Histogical Events of La Raza (Chicanos) (Salem. 1971),p.10.

Synopsis, pp. 9-10, Julian Samora, Los Mojados: The
Wetback Stor (Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press,
1971), p. 196, -See also Appendix, Table I, -
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and left.the task to the arrieras.4 The exact number of

Mexicans (?nd likely Mexican Americans) who passed through

- Oregon in this fashion is unknown, but probably their itin-

erant work led them back to California and other areas of
the Southwest.

Sheepéraisers who drove great herds eastward from

' Oregon during the late"nineteenth centuryfalso recognized

Mexican pastpral télents. One such entrepeneur was a Major
Shepherd who led drives in the 1880's, "Mexicans were
extremely anxious to join Shepherd's service, but would not
join a &rive that took them from the temperate parts of
California,” Mexicans along Qith Basqﬁes, Freqch, Scot-
tish and ?ortuguese labored at the thankless task of tend-
ing and shearing the three million sheep that once grazed - s

i

in eastern Oregon,> , ‘ : ///

The Mexican mule skinners and sheep herders left no

"written records and attracted little notice. The vaquero

N

(cowboy), on the other hand, generated wider comment and
mgde a greater impression, even as the cowboy in general
is shrouded with an enduring mystique and legacy. Inquir- -

ies to the historical societies of Lane, Marion, Jackson

r ,
hQuoted in Oscar Osburn Winther, The 014 Oregon Coun-~
trvys A History of Frontier Trade, Transnortation and Tra-

vel (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1950), p. 178,

SEdward N. Wentworth, "Eastward Sheep Drives from

California and Oregon,” DMississippi Valley Historical Re-

| view, XXVII (March, 1942), 521, 528. Winther, The Great

Northwest: A History (New York:. Alfred A, Knopf, 1952),

- P. 295,
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and Harney counties yielded but one pqsitivé response of
Spanish-speaking people in those areas of the state. A let-
ter from John Scharff of Burns, Oregon, cérries the insight
of a long-time resident -of southeastAOregon fange lands.

When John Devine settled the first ranch in Harney . .
County in 1869, his right hand man and boss was a
mexican Jaun[sic, Juan? JRedon, Jaun was perhaps
.one of the most able cattleman and horseman that
was ever in this country. When Devine went broke
during the dry summer of 1888 with the severe win-
ter following, Redon become the Cattle Superinten-
dent for Miller and Lux and was employed by them
the balance of his active years, He homesteaded on
Wildhorse Creek and died and was buried in that
area. During the time Redon managed the Devine and

" Miller and Lux cattle most of his crews were mexi-
can, Likewise Pete French employed quite a number
of mexican folks, a number of which were his formen
and had quite a bit of responsibility. Tebo was a

- mexican who come north with Pete French in 1872 and
never left the P-Ranch employment until he died in
1938, Chappo, Chinc and Burdugo were other formen
serving under Pete French. These large ranches em-
ployed quite a large number of men and from what old
timers I have known have said, quite a percentage
were mexican, In 1921 I rode with the Agency Wagon
of the Pacific Livestock Company (Miller and Lux?
and over half of the bucaroos were mexican. When
the large outfits were split up the gexican’cowboy
disappeared presumably to the south,

e
. Peter FrenchPZEfived/%gx%litzen Valley, Harney County,
from California with about half a dozen yaqueros who “stayed‘
on year after year, liking the location énd'their boss more
d more.” The ranch hands iﬁcluded Vincenti Ortego, Juan

Charris, Jegﬁs Charris, Joquim "Chino" Berdugo and frim

"Tebo"” Ortego., The latter was "French's chief buckaroco, and

he gained special favor, being permitted to have a small

. 19§gohn Scharff, Letter to the author, Burns, Oregon, July
’ ) ‘ ' ' - A

1
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’herd of his own," Juan’Orteg§ had homesteaded a section of
land which was included in the P-Ranch when French purchased
it in 1882 and took Ortegé on as a hand. It is likely.that
many vagueros rode the Oregon plains as théir tglénts were
recognized and admired throughout the West.?

Whereas the first Mexicans coming to Oregoﬁ possessed
special exﬁeftise, their countrymen who followed usually
workéd as low-paid agricultural laborers lacking technical
skills for other forms of employment. In general, the pﬁsh
of farmworkérs into the Northwest paralleled thé three surges
of immigration from Mexicé which created labor surpluses
along the border. | ’
| To escape the decrepit Housing and poor health con-

ditions caused by the presence of a huge labor sup-

ply, the cotton fields of California, the hop and

bean fields of Oregon and the crops of the Yaklma

Valley offered an escape to the north,
In spite of broken verbal contracts by unscrupulous labor
contractors and bad condltlons in migrant camps, many
Chicanos found the Northwest to be at least a slight im-
provement over the racist exploitation of the Soﬁthwest.8

Exploitation of low-wage labor was not unique to the

Southwest by any means. In 1946 Horace R, Cayton attacked

7Giles‘French, Cattle Country of Peter Frencn (Port-
land: Binfords and Mort, 1964), pp. 4t, 49, George F,
Brimlow, Harney Countv, Oregon and Its Range Land (Port-
lands Binfords and kort, 1951), p. 79. See also Arnold R,
Rojas, The Vaquero (Charlotte, N.C., 1964),

48Erasmo Gamboa, Chicanos in the Northwest: 'A Histori-
cal Perspective (unpublished paper, UnlverSLty of Hasnlng-
ton, 1971, mimeographed May, 1923)
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the exploitation then discriminatqry ?xclusion of Chinese,
Filipino and Mexican labor at the Writers' Conference on the
Northwest in Portland.9 The farmworker population continued
,to be mobile thrdugh the 1950's as most resided in the South-
west, "seldom disputed the terms of employmenf and seldom . .
remained as burdens to northern communities after the har-
vests, . . ." This contributed to the low visibility of the
Chicano in the Northwest as the migrants quietly and effi-

ciently harvested the crops season after season.10

9Horace R..Cayton, "The Bitter Crop."'in Northwe st Har-
Harvest: A Regional Stock-takine, ed. by V. L. O. Chittick
(New York: The Macmillan Co,, 1948), 180,

1%inther, The Great Northwest, p. 420. Farl Pomeroy,
The Pacific Slope: A History of Califoria, Oregon, Washing-

-Xon, Idaho, Utah, and Nevada (iew York: Alfred A, Knopf
19655, p. 281. s B




CHAPTER III

THE FARM WORKER: MIGRANT TO RESIDENT

r

Although Spanish-speaking labofers aided in the harvest
of Northwest crops as early as the 1920°'s, the vast majority
of pre-~World War II farm workers were Anglo. Dust Bowl re-
fugées spilled over from California in the thirties and pre-
sented housing and welfare problems to local authorities un-
til the war effort absorbed the excess labor. During the

war when food production became especially vital, migrant

- labor camps housed thousands of workers. The largest such

camp in the nation was located near Stayton and sheltered
{two thousand persons. The large numbers of migrants aroused
mixed local reactions, farmers and some businessmen wel-
coming the laborers and consumers. and other residents voic-
ing fears of negative influences upon the commﬁnities.1

In 1942 the War Food Administration contracted with the
Mexican gerrnment for seasonal farm workers, Traditional
animosities dating from the 1846 waf, the American occupa-
tion of Vera Cruz in 1914 and the expropriation of oil pro-
perties in Mexico in 1938 were set aside in an act of henmi-
8pheric solidarity. In the second year of the program, four
Oregon Journal (Portland), August 25, 1941, p. 6;
September 18, 1941, p. 14, '
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" thousand Mexicans labored in Oregon's harvest and were com-
mended by the Portland Oregonian for fheir "exemplary de-
.portment and efficient wofk.“ Even reports of the "Zoot-
Suit Riots” in Los Angeles failed to dampen the welcome as
the Freéwater Times published a Spanish-language greeting
and termed the farm workers "well»behavedg and "industri-
ous,” The workers resided in government camps during the
harvest season énd returned to Mexico in September.2

Hood River Valley residents were very‘sensitive’to the
importation of foreign labor as previously imported Japanese
férm workers had depresséd wages and aroused the ire of-
Aﬁglos.' Furthermore, many had‘éettled and become landowners
" thereby offering unwelcéme competition to native‘growers‘
Sentiment against the Mexican natinnals :eﬁaining in the val-
ley was high, but the likelihood was slight for most were
homesick for their families and culture and eagerly returned
to Mexico in the fall,>

Separate government housing did not totally isolate the
Mexicans from Oregon communities. Numerous fiestas were
held jointly with permanent residents of Mexican descent., In

September, 1944 and 1945, celebrations commemorated "El Grito

e Dolores" of Father Miguel Hidalgo which fired Mexican

{ 2(Portland) Oregonian, July 31, 1943, p., 6. See Carey
McWilliams, "Pachucos and the Zoot-Suit Riots,” in Introduc-
tion to Chicanc Studiest A Reader, ed, by Livie I, Duran and
H, Russell Bernard (New Yorks The Macmillan Co., 1973).

a%Xéoregenian, September 29, 1943, p;'lo.
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" rebellion against the Spanish in 1810, The Portland pro-

grams featurgd dances and the coronation of a queen by the
Prime Minister of Rosaria, .The Oregonian noted that the
19&5‘fiesta would likely be the last, as peacetime would
mean aﬁ end to the labor program, and conqludedfthat the
_Mexicans had "done a splendid job of helping save Oregon's
crops during wartime.“4

Peacetime did not end the relationship between American

growers and Mexican laborers as expected for Congress

~ extended the original accords in some areas of the nation

f

until 1948 with the Department of Agricultufe responsible
for recruiting and contracting. For'thé next three years
individual growers contracted directly with the Mexican gov-
ernment until, under heavy pressure from powerful agribusi-
ness interests in the Southwest, Congress enacted Public
Law 78 creating the Bracero Program, The originalvlaw of
1951 was extended six times until concentrated opposition
concerned for thé plight of the domestic farm workers ef-
fected its demise in 1964, _

From its inception, Public Law 78 charged the secre-

tary of labor with the incompatible functions of re-

cruiting Mexican labor while simultaneously protect-

igg domestic farmworkers from %ny i1l effects stem-
ming from bracero contracting. ~ :

hOre onian, September 14, 1944, p, 10.; September 15,
1944, sec, 2, p. 1; September 15, 1945, p. &4,

-

SRichard B. Craig, The Bracero Programi Interest

- Groups and Foreign Policy (Austin: University of Texas

Press, 1971), op. 195-9, See Table II, Appendix for num-
bers of braceros imported into the United States.
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Chfonic fears of a labor shortage led growers in Cregon
and across the nation to insistvupoﬁ the continued importa-
tion of braceros. In 1952 three to four hun@red Mexicans
harvested Umatilla County green peas, Jackson'County pears
and Hood River County apples. All were repatriated by No-
vember 1 except for a few who remained in Jackson County for
winter pruning. The successful employment of natinnals
prompted a request for an equal number of workers for the
following summer.6 Most braceros Qorked in the Southwest
where their under-cutting competition forced many Chicano
farm workers to migrate northward wheré more Anglo laborers
meant better wages and conditions.7 |

Although civil rights advocates and humanitarians early
decried the pitiful living conditiqns of migrants, little
was done-except for local effprts by churches and community
service organizations. The farm labor camp near Hillsboro,
established in the 1940's, housed seasonal tenants who paid
nominal rents and received donations of clothes and books.
Agricultura;ists realized the importance of the higrant to
the harvest, but remedial legislatinn governing recruitment,
education and health conditions was slow in coming.8 The
early Chicano migrants Qorked harder to prove themselves,
and, although often ill-treated and cheated by labor

6Sundax Oregonian, May 17, 1953, p. 42,

. 70regon Bureau of Labor, "We talked to the migrants. . ."
Preliminary Report, July, 1958), pp. 39-40.

Py

gg;ggpn Journal, May 2, 1957, sec, 4, p.1l3 Ma& L, i957.p.8.

N
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contractoré, as a group they were "more dependable and pro4
ductive" than other 1a50rers.9

The Oregon Council of Churches mounted the first state-
wide campaign on behalf of thé farm worker by organizing a
Research Committee on Migrant Labortin 1955. Governmental
action followed two years later with the creation of a Leg-
islative Intefim Committee on Migratory Labor, Governor
Robert Holmes also appointed an Inﬁer—Agency Committee on
Migratory Labor to supplement the data‘gathered by the
Interim Committee. Support for regulétions pertaining to
ﬁigrants also came from the‘Oregonian.10 »

" The Iﬁterim Committee report in 1959 recommended leg-
islation covering migrant education, housing, health, sani-
tatién, transportation, crew leader registration and the
establishment of a state migratory labor committee, As a
result, Oregon passgd "the most comprehensive and balanced‘
and studied legislative program for the welfare of migrants
ever enacted by any state at one time.,” The report also
revealed that the early.patterns of migration persisted as
sixty per cent of Chicanos came from Texas, four per cent ‘b//
from California and only two per cent were residents of

Oregon.ii'

9"We talked to the migrants. . . ," pp. 39-40,

1°ﬁepartment of Labor, Parm Labor Fact Book, 1959, p.
225; Oregonian, August 11, 1956, sec. 3, p. 3.

110regon Bureau of Labor, The Final Report of the 1958~
1959 Migrant Farm Labor Studies in Oregen, pp. 162, 169,
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‘yun up bills and accept going wages.,

20
Survey teams of the Migrant Farm Labor Division of the

State Bureau of Labor (established in 1958) uncovered many

abuses of migrant workers. An early investigation revealed

& largefsyndicate of migrant labor contractors dealing in
narcotics, prostitution and shakedowns.," _Illegal aliens were
held in virtual bondage while Chicanos complained of being
brought north before the harvest season which forced them to»
12

The 1959 legislation was a humane gesture but lacked
"teeth" to prosecute violations, Weak laws cémpcunded by
lax enforcement and the Chicano's lack ‘of economic and poli-
tical power permitted abuses to continqe. Only one license
to operate a migrant labor camp was revoked in 1960 and 1961,
and a caﬁp closed the.following year for illegal salg of al-
cohol, inadequate health and safety standards and incomplete
records was permitted to be re-licensed ﬁithout penalty.13

Some growers, realizing that "the quality of the worker
is comﬁensurate with the quality of housing aéailable,“ did
make honest efforts at upgrading camp conditions, Improve~
ments were made at Vale and Independence and at the county
camp in Hillsboro where educational, health‘and entertain-
ment projects added small amenities to‘an otherwiée bléak

existence.Ib

120regon Journzal, Jan, 29, 1958, p. 13:; Sunday Oregonian,

'July 20, 1958, p. 31; Oregonian, July 21, 1958, p. 9.

130xegon Journal, July 21, 1962, p. 1.

;'“1§g;géon Journal, July 31,1963, sec, 2, p: 1.
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Yet conditions in most camps remained crowded, unhealth-
Ful and degrading as growers contended that slim profit mar-
gins did not permit improvements. Eola Village near Dayton
4in Yamhill County was particularly bad as 500 persons were
ammed‘into facilities designed for 1500, Migrant workers
existed in a nomadic world "rife with a pi%iful poverty,
$ilthy human indignities and little or no hope of achieving
self~betterment;"15 . B .
The "Poor People's March on Sélem" in May, 1968 graphi-‘
cally expressed the discontent of many over the coﬂtinued
lack of progress in ameliorating farm worker conditions,
Marchers demanded better housing, health code enforcement,
licensing of labor crew leaders, elimination of 1engthy,‘
over-crowded bus rides to work sites and efforts to in-
clude farm workers under the Natinnal Labor Relations Act.16
One of the greatest perils of migrant life has been
false promises or breach of contract by labor contractors.
Bonding was not required until 1971, but the law was ill-
considered and greated a panic among growers as the number
of-contractors dropped froh sixty-eight to eight, Stricter

federal standards went into effect in February, 1972 and -

provide for fines of up to $1,000.17 in general, the many

1

, S50regon Journal, Aug. 9, 1965, p. 2; Aug. 11, 1965,
p. 7.

16Oregonian, Sept. 2, 1968, p. 27.

17Ore onian, Feb, 27, 1972, p. 32.
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problems of growers and workers are leading both to reconsi-
der the efficacy of thé migrant system. ~

Throﬁgh the sixties and seventies the average monthly
number of interstate migrants and their percentage of the
total seasonal labor force has declined steadily from a
peak of 9,475 (25.8 per cent) in 1962 to 3,073 (12,9 per-
cent) a decade later. This decline reflécts the interplay
of several influences within the agricultural sector. Al-
though many growers prefer hard-working migrants, they balk
at increasing governmental regulatlons demanding changes they
are unable or unwilling to undertake. Mechanization has bro-
ken the once continuous chain of crops.so that many migranfs
are reluctant to journey northward without the'assufance of
steady employment. The farm worker is already losing part
of his previous income to mechanical harvesters for bush
beans and raspberries. Growers also fear "the possibiiity
of what they feel are unreasonable demands by orgénized farm

~ labor"” and, consequently, try to hire local workers and
children. Government-sponsored programs are successfully
freeing many from the migrant cyclé so that many Chicénos.
are settling permanently in Oregon whgre the head of the
house finds regular employmén{~and the family members be-

come part of the local seasonal work force.18

V// 180regon State Employment Service, Annual Rural Man-

power Repori, 1970, pp. 7-8:; 1971, p. 12; Department of
Employment, Lechnolqglcal Change and Its Impact on the
Oregon Labor Force, 1965, p, 9.
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The diminishing supply of and demand for migrant labor
creétes grave difficul{iés for those who continue hgrvesting
'ag neither growers nor governmental agencies are willing tc‘
spend large sums for migrant services and facilities which
may not be needéd in the near future., For example, the
large camp near Dayton, Eola Village, is being closed to
year-round occupancy because, according to Jim Zupo, Execu-
tive Director of the Yamhill County Heusing Authority, "it
is no longer financialiy feasible, , ." and many cabins ;do
not meet State Board of Health standards.”™ With county pole
bean acreage drastically reduced from 855 in 1970 to 107 in
1973, the season is greatly shortened, and growers are rely-

ing upon local pickers, Year-round residents of the camp

fTace the dilemma‘of high-cost housing elsewhere or moving

away from the Dayton area.19
In spite of the overall reduction in the number of sea-

sonal interstate migrants, major crops such as strawberries
and hops continue to require manual harvesting. As resident
workers perform én ever-increasing prcportion of the harvest
activities, it is likely that work conditions and wages will
impro#e as stable communities of laborers organize as migrants
have not been able to do. & |

| Due to geographic proximity, the struggle to organize
farm workersAin Californié has affected Oregonians in several

19Ore onian, May 5, 1974, See Appendix, Tables III,
IV, V and VI detailed data cn the seasonal farm labor force
and acreage reductions,
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ways. Support for the:United Farm VWorkers Union and Césafl
thivez has been widespread, gspebially on college campuses,
In Portland, Reed chlege stopped serving the boycotted wes-
tern icebefg lettuce, and a similar drive was launched at
the University of Oregon in Eugene where students pickgted
the cafeteria, distributed léaflets and circulated petitions
3n an unsuccessful effort to alter the administration's po-
sition of refusing to "politicize"‘ﬁhe campus, At Portland
State University a student support committee for the UFWU
labored to ban the advertising of boycotted Gallo wines from
the student newspaper, thé Vanggard.zo

- Interest in the farm worker movement has not been li-
mited to the colleges and universities. In the summer of
1969 fifty représentatives of~the.Mexicaﬁ-American Fédera-
tion (Washington, D.C.), the Cultural Iﬁéfitute for Mexican
Ameficans (California), the United Farm Workers of Oregon
and loeai Chicano social clubs met at Mt, Angel Abbey to
formulate plans for supporting the cause. C&sar Chivez
has vigited Oregon on at least two occasions (1968 and 1974)
tq seek backing for the lettuce and grape boycotts.z1

The prospect of farm worker unions in Oregon in the

. immediate future is slight, although the growing number of

EOVanggard, Portland State University, May 14, 1974,

See Peter liattiessen, Sal si Puedes: Escape if You Can;
CE€sar Chivez and the New American Revolution (iNew York
Random House, 1970),

’Y 210re onian, June 2, 1969, p. 193 Oregon‘Journal, May
25, 1968, p.. 6;. Sunday Oregonisn, May 19, 1974, p., S8F.
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vesident agricultural laborers may facilitate organizing ef-
forts. Oregon's anti-égricultural picketing legislation has
been criticized by Chivez and others as inimical to the bet-

erment. of farm labor conditions, The statute in queétion.
01fzgs 662,815, prohibits picketing where perishible crops are
raised unless a person'has been employed at the farm for a
minimum of six calendar working days before the picketing
commences. Attacked by some as an abridgement of the free;
doms of speech and assembly, the law has been an effective
deterrent to farm worker organizers.26 { may be that Chi-
cano organizations and the Valley MigrAnt League will be
able to exert ehough positive influence fqrAthe improvement
of farm worker conditions and wages that Oregon can avoid
the regrettable violence and conflict suffered by the orga-

nizers in California.

260reaon Journal, May 25, 1968, p. 6; Marshall A
% Lichtenstein, "The Silent Majority,” Oregon American Civil
Liberties Union Newsletter, XIII (January, 1970), 3-&4.




CHAPTER IV
CHICANOS IN OREGON: DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

In the.1970 census 9.2 million persons, 4.5 per cent
of the total population, were listed as Spanish origin, and
of that group, 5.3 million.were of Mexican descent, The me-
gian age of the Chicano population was only 18,6 years com-
pared to the national average of 28,0 years,

The Chicano is disadvéntaged rélative to the Anglo
population in the areas of education, income, health and
employment. The Chiéano family is iarger (4.4 persons versus
3.5) but must survive on a lower income ($7,u86 versus
$10,285). Educationally, more Chicano adults have completed
fewer than five years of school (26.7% versus 4,6%) and
fewer have completed four years of high school or more
(25.8% versus 58.2%) than the total population, Nearly
26 per cent of Chicaﬁo.families live below the poverty le-
vel, whereas the national average is 11 per cent., The Chi-
eano is no longer the rural agriculturgl worker usually de-
picted as the group is now 88 per cent urban, Urbanization
has not alleviated the hardshiﬁs of poverty, however, as one-
fourth of 1a raza lives in overcrowded quarters averaging
more than one person per room, In the Southwest, where 85
Per cent of Chicanos reside, they aré the most disadvan-

taged minority group, a circumstance bitterly resented by
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those who réfef to the area as “Aztl&n," the mythical home-
land of the Chicanos} forefathers.1

Statistically, Chicznos in Oregon are ahead of their
countexpar{s in the Southwest in education and income, but
still lag behind the Anglo population., The Spanish language
sector is Oregon's largest ethnic minority totalling 34,577 ,
persons (1,65 per cent) in 1970, National trends are ap-
proximéted in median age (19.4) and urban residency (66 per
ceht}, Inéome distribution is weighted toward the lower

brackets, but not as severely as for the black population.2

TABLE VII
. PAMILY INCOME (PER CENT)

Income | Caucasian iginiihe Black
$0-3,999 13,86 18,70 25,84
$4,000-~5,999 10,47 13.80 16,50
$6,000-11,999 L3,26 L, 39 : 38,66

$12,000 and over 32.41 -~ o 23.11 19,00

1Bureau of the Census, Selected Characteristics for
Persons and Families of Mexican, Puerto Rican, and Other
Spanish Origini iarch 1972, pp. 1-9; Nosotros, los Americanos,
We the Americans (1973), pp. 10, 14, See Armando B, Rendon,
"The People of Aztlén," in Chlcano Manifesto (New Yorks The’
Macmillan Co,.,, 1971). .

2Oregon State University Cooperative Extension Service,
Income and Poverty Data for Racial Groups: A Compilation
or Oregon Census .County Divisions (Corvallis, 1972), pp.
§i-iii, For detailed demographic characteristics for nine
Oregon Counties, see Tables VIII through XVI in the Appendix
that provide data for residency, education, age and income
for the Spanish Language population,




CHAPTER V

VALLEY MIGRANT LEAGUE

The first widespread recognition of the state's Chicano’

53591ation, permarent and transitory, came in January, 1964
when 2 group of concerned Oregqnians organized tbe Valley
yigraznt League to apply for and administer a federal Office
6f Economic Opportunity (OEO) grant. Early planners included
genbers of the state legislature, clergymen of various denom~
frgtions, labor centractors and others interested in im-
proving the lot of the migrant farm worker, seventy to eighty
per cent of whom were Chicano. ' The following year the VML
Féceived a $681,000 "demo grant" for programs in adult edu-
¢ation, summer school and day care, The pilot projéqt:ﬁag

t¢ gerve as a model as the federal government would "look to
OGregon to determine how to combat poverty among migrénts."
Spongoring organizations such as the Deparfment of Migrant
Winistry of the Oregon Council of Churches and Stella Maris -
Houge, a Catholic center for inter-racial éid, gave valu-
able support to the League's personnei which included a

large number of VISTA volun’ceers.1 |
Anglos controlled the organization and emphasized the

need for migrants to learn to function competently within

102egonian,.Earch 20, 1965, p. 1,
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the frameﬁork of Anglo institutions., Basic to the approach
were English classes administered in intensive two week
sessions, but the brief expoéure to the language due to mi-
grant mobility prééluded meaningful progress, Summer school
programs intended to teach Chicanitos that "school is really
a good place to be" provided a much more positive educational
experience than most had received in regular classes, and day
care services freed parents aﬁd older children to work.

Five Opportunity Centers in Woodburn, Independence, West
Stayton, Daytén and Hillsboro concentrated their energies
upon the heavy migrant'populatipns in Marion, Yamhill and
Washington counties. A bilingual weekly, Opportunity News,
gave migrants information about VML services and sought to
make them feel more comfortable in their temporary surround-
ings.z |
To many Chicanos, the early VML was patronizing and

paternalistic in its approach and outlook as Anglo attitudes
strongly colored the orientation of programs that seemed
condescending and ill-suited to migrant needs. A statement
by an early Anglo administrator is illustrative of the view-
point in question:

They [migrants ] naturally ﬁistreaf facilities. . .

They haven't any idea of respect for their own,

much less someone else's property. . . that's why

the VML was created, . . We're trying to educate
the migrants,3 ,

Zorezon Journal, Aug. 10, 1965, p. b4; Aug. 12, 1965,p.6.

30regcn Journal, Aug, 11, 1965, p. 7.
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- Pactions developed during the first year, and in 1966,
a splinter group, Volunteers in Vanguard Action (VIVA),
emerged in Washington Countf. The schism erupted when Mrs,
Ruby:Ely was fired as Hillsboro area director, but it re-
flectea deép disenchantment with the overall orientation of
- the VML, Dissidents subsequently met in Salem to form a
*united front," to discuss the formation of a credit coop-
erative and to consider hiring a lobbyist to the state leg-
isléture. The group complained that VML budget cuts reduced
services but left high administrative salaries intact, but
the overriding antagonism was the divergent approach. to mi-
grant problems advocated by VIVA.LP

Gradually, Chicanos assumed policy-making positions in

the VML, but discord continned nevertheless, 1In 1967 José
Buétos, a VML‘area teacher, was guspended then\fired after

criticizing policy as not truly representative of those the

organization purported to serve, He subsequently became

director of a six-month OEO pilot project, El Hogar del
Campesino (The Farm Workers' Home); which offered aid to
migrants settling into Oregon communities., The board . .of
directors for the Home continued cél;ing for a larger voice
in VML policy (the project was funded through VML but ad-
ministered separately),)but operation of the League remained

in the hands of persoﬁs_from non-agricultural backgrounds.5

uOré onian, Jan, 30, 1967, p. 17,

SOre.onian. Aug, 19, 1968, p., 17; Jos& Bustos (Interview)
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Despite the instances of dissension, most Chicano or-
ganizations have cooperated with the VML; indeed, it has
been instrumental in the growth of some. The League has
gsupported many other Chicano effortis including the Council
'of the foor, the Centro Chicanc Cultural, the Chicano Indian
Study Center of'dfegon (CiSCO) and Colegio César Chivez. In
1971 the VML hosted volunteers of tﬁe‘American Jewish Society
for Service who worked in the Wdodburn~Mt. Angel area, a
further indication of its diverse activities., For the most
part, Chicano leaders realize the necessity for mutual coop-

eration and keep conflicts en la familia.6

The VML has grown to inciﬁde components for vocational
training, health'and day care, self-help housiné and other
services for resident farm workers (the target group) and
migrants. Coordination is accomplished through the central’
office in Salem with Opportunity.Centers in Woodburn, Forest
G:ove, Dayton, Jefferson and Independence serving as contact
points with the communities. Each center also provides
helpful publications in Spanish on civil righté. nutrition,
consumer ﬁrotection, the Selective Service and the like,

4 self-help philosophy prevails with the-VML acting as a
vehicle for the experiential training 6f farm workers making

the transition to other spheres of economic activity.7

60 egonian, Aug. 15, 1971, p. 26,

7August1n F, Rojas, VML Hou31ng Coordinator, Salem
(Interview). . .
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Adequate housing is a perennial conceran, and the VML
has been administering'programs tc meet the need since 1970,
A self-help housing program permits groups of six to ten
families to obtain low-interest Farmers Home Administration
loans and to construct their homes coopergtively under the
gupervision of a VML instructor. In addition to fulfilling
a housing need, the program gives VML housing organizers
experience in real estate management that will enable them‘
to enter the field in private enterprise, Since the incep-
tion ‘of the project, forty-thfee homes have been compieted,
eleven are under construction and seven more proposed.8

Another vital service is child care which enrichés the
children and frees other "family members to work, Two per-
manent centers in Newberg and Mt, Angel plus special facil-
ities in the summer furnish transportation, hot wmeals and -
snacks, bilinguél-bicultural education and nursery, kinder-
garten and health services, The centers attempt to prepare
the children for school in "an environment of acceptance and
lave” and "to awaken pride in the Mexican and Northamerican
heritages."? . o

Comprehensive health care for the entire family is

available at the Farm Workers' Clinic in Woodburn, This

facility is especially vital because it offers year-round

SIbid,; VML, "Table of Self-Help Housing Projects."

9VML, "Centro de Cuidados de Nifios Para Migrantes v

Campesinos" (Brochure, n.d.)
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medical care to low-income families who would otherwise lack

necessary treatment., Since 1973 ﬁembérs of the United States
Army Reserve U45th Hospital ététion in Vancouver, Washington
have administered physicals and blood, urine and tuberculosis
screenings to migrant children, Theée summer training exer-
cises help to determine the overall physical condition of
the children as well as to identify special problems re-
quiring further attention,1°
Not all programs have peen glowing successes, In '
1971 the VML Department of Economic Development began aiding
thcénos in the establishment of business énterprises in
the Willamette Valley. Traineéé recei&éd instrgction in
accounting, bookkeeping and marketing skills and loans
funded by the Small Business Administration, Although some
businesses were establishéd, the Small Business Administra-
tion tended to encourage all Chiﬁanos to become restaura-
teurs to the exclusion of other more viable and lucrative
pursuits., .Consequently, the department was dropped in
favor of adult education (GED) and vocational training with
which ex-migrants can more readily enter into non-agricul-
tural employment.11 | | .

Another valuable service to the farm worker which

developed out of the VML is El Aquila Federal Credit Union

106regonian, July 4, 1974,
11

Oregon Journal, May 7, 1971, p. 4; Rojas (Interview),
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organizéd in 1969, The union (hoﬁsed in. the same building
as the head VML office) has tripled in size from its origi-
nal one hundred members and offers payroll deduction and in-

surance. plans in addition to low-interest loans.12

The mem-
bership, 80 per cent of whom are Chicano, can receive loans
which they would be unable to get from commercial banks and
pay less interest than that charged by finance companies,
Cooperation between the VML and governmental agencieé
and other organizations has not always been optimum,  Juan
Martfnez, area supervisor in Forest Grove, complained of
the county administrator's unresponsiveness to requests for
civil service job lis%ing, a request for revenue-~sharing
funds aﬁd other VML-related matters.13 A jurisdictional
dispute has troubled the League and another service group
for low-incqme people, the Migranf Indian Coalition (MIC),
In 1972 both groups sought control of state health funds
which have been administered through county offices of the
State Board of Health since 1959. According to Rita Swyers,
Executive Director of MIC, the VML's concentration upon the
Willamette Valley neglected needy persons elsewhere in.the
state, and the MIC, with its state-wide day care program,

could better and more equitably distribute services. 1In a

compromisé decision, the Department of Health, Education and

12El Aquila Federal Credit Union, Information Sheet,
(Salem, n.d.).

13The Rural Tribune (Hillsboro), Feb,, 1974, pp. 6-7.

-
ey kM ¥ AP Y A W g g

fon g

PP Sy

r ke T wae TP A A


http:loa~s.12

35
| Welfare (HEW) ruled that counties wou%d continue adminis-
tering the funds as in the past, although tﬁe VML was allo-
cated $49,000 for planning.tb'
A similar conflict of interest arose in 1974 when both
organizations sought funding for summer child care programs,
The State Children's Services Division agreed to fund one
VML cénter through the summer if the other year-round facil~
ity (Newberg and Mt, Angel) were closed. The MIC was like-
wise ordered to close one of its two permanent centers at
Bariow and McMinnville.15 Such duplication of services
and subdivision of funds is counterproductive-and will hope-~
fully be rectified through betfer coordination,

- In its decade of service to Oregon's agricultural
laborers, the VML has pfoved itself to be a capable tool for
seif—betterment and an essentia; catalyst in the formation
of new organizations. Many»Chicano leaders, after serving an
apprenticeship with the League, have become active in other

manifestations of the "Chicano movement" in Oregon.

1ll'(h:'e:zgon Journal, Apr, 12, 1972, p. 29; June 29,
1972, p. 12,

lsogegonisg, June 26, 1974,

4



CHAPTER VI

\

ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ORGAﬁIZATIONS

Most Chicano organizations fulfill multiple functions
and cannbt be easily classified according to orientation,
Attempts to "pigeon hole“ such groups are fruitless for
Chicano activists generally have catholic interests and
avoid narrowly limiting themselves; hence,"the organizations
which they represent are equally diverse and multi-faceted.

While the VML is not technically a Chicano program,
its constituency and personnel have given it that complexion,
The same holds true for the Washington County Community Ac-
tion Organization (WCCAO), although to a lesser extent, The
OEO project was initiafed in 1967 at the request of the Tri-
County Community Council and is the only one of twelve Com-
munity Action Programs in the state to deal extensively with.
- Chicanos, |
The objective of the WCCAO is to serve the community
in developing systems which bring about requisite
social services or which work to improve the quality
and accessibility of existing social services for
“the entire community with focus on low income, mi-
norities and other low visibility groups,t

The Hillsboro~bésed organization expanded services to

the Chicano community in 1970 when it became evident that the

1WCCAO, "Policy Statement" (Hillsboro, n.d.).
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VML alone could not meet both migrant and resident Chicano
needs. Since then the two groups have cooperated fully fo
maximize services to the comm.uni'ty.2 The WCCAO publication,

The Rural Tribune, has also become bilingual in recognition

of its Spanish~-speaking constituency.

 Services are rendered in housing, welfére, employment
discrimination, consumer protectioﬁ and health, The office
also houses Head Start and Legal Services programs and acts
as liaison with othér agencies to meet the needs‘of the
county's lbw—income residents.3 |

Whereas the WCCAO coordiggtes its activities with the

VML, fhe Campesinos' Forum grew out of;discontenﬁ with the
League. In 1967'several persons who felt that the farm
workeré' needs were not being met by the VML founded the
voluntary, unfunded Forum. The lack of funding avoids obli-
gations and speciél interests and permits the membership to
-act selflessly on behalf of the farm workers,

fhe members of the Campesinos' Forum act as represen=-

tatives of migrant workers in public agencies and

work toward improvement of labor camps and workers'

rights., The Forum also sponsors a Spanish language
radio program.

' ZCarla Johnson, Executive Direcfor, WCCAO (Interview),

31bid,
A

: José Bustos, President, Campesinos' Forum (Interview);
Loig B, Jordan, Mexican Amnrlcans. Rescurces to Build Cul-
Xural Understanding (Littleton, Coloradox Libraries Un-
limited, Inc., 1973), p. 190,
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The most important undertaking of the group thus far

was the support of eight migrants in a 1969 suit against a

North Plains grower who allegedly had made false promises

. and defrauded them of wages, Jos& Bustos, President of the

Forum, acted as interpreter for the plaintiffs who were’
represented by the Portland firm, Marmaduke, Aschenbrenner
and Saltveit., The court awarded the plaintiffs $8,000 plus
$2,000 for counsel costs, a great moral victory even though -
the remuneration was inadequate. The fact that Spanish-
speaking migrant workers attained legal redress of grievances
in a court of law spoke well for their courage and determi-
nation and for the support givéﬁ them by the Forum.5

A large-scale inter-ethnic self-help effort is being
waged by the Chicano Indian Study Center of Oregon (CISCO)
at Camp Adair, a deactivated United States Air Force instal-
lation north of Corvallis, 'In,1§72 CISco acquired ten camp
buildings and began coordinating vocational programs with
the - Oregon-Southwest Washington Carpenters-Employers Appren-
ticeshir and Training Trust Fund which occupies seventeen
ad jacent structures. The Campaign for Human Development
granted $15{000 to refurbish the buildings, and subsequent
funding has come from private, federal.and state sources,

Areas of concentration for 1974 were in planning,

improving camp structures, educational and vocational

SBustos; Orngonlan, Aug, 26, 1969, p. 133 Dec. 14,
1971, sec., 3, p. 6. .
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‘ development, health care and an oral history and library pro-
ject. These diverse and ambitious ﬁlans will require tﬁe
agssistance of many trained féchnicians to bring each com-
ponent program to fruition.éi A profit corporﬁtion, Jacalito,
was also formed to generafe'income by subecontraéting stu-
dent trainees and is projected to make.CISCO self-supporting.
Assuming that the necessary expertise and funds are forth-

coming, CISCO may prove to be a model of inter-eﬁhnic coop-

eration.? <

Another examplé of Chicano-Indian collaboration, although
under very different bircumstaqqes, is'the Chicano Cultural
Club at the Oregon State Penitentiary in Salem, "The pur-
pose of the club is to unite all Chicanos and Indian Brothers
so that they won't lose their identity." Since 1970 the group
has sponsored celebrations, work projects and activities Qith
the Centro Chicano Cultural, CISCO and other oréanizations.
and attempted to remind people that they are still human be-
ings vith thoughts and em‘otions.8 |

Wnile many associations are oriented toward the re-
cently settled migrant of rural backgrouﬁd._gl_ﬁgg;;g has a
decidedly urban viewpoint, Chicano activists in the greater

Portland area founded the organization in late 1972 to advise

Oregonian, Nov, 22, 1972, p. 11;"CISCO Perspective"
(Camp Adair, n.d., xeroxed),

7=CISCO Perspective, "

8Centro Chicano Cultural (Woodburn) May, 1974,
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Chicanos of legal rights and suit procgdures, help resolve
housing and education broblems and assist in cases bf em-
ployment discrimination. Enrique Méndez Flores edited the

monthly newspaper, La Voz Unida, until moving to the staff’

of The Rural Tribune in July, 197%, Through the paper, El

Aquila served to enlighten Chicanos in the tri-county metro-
politan area with assessments of local and national issues
and educational as well as entertaining articles}.9
The rapid proliferation of Chicano social clubs, cul-
tural centers and other organiiations made the need for ‘
state-wide communication and coordination obvious to Chi-
cano leaders, Beginning in 1974 that need has been met by
regular meetings of the Oregon State Cbnsilio Chicano,
Inspiration for the concept stemmed from contact with "Con-
silio, Inc."” which serves as the umbrella agency for twenty-
four Chicano groups in Sacramento, California., The Oregon
Consilio meets about twice a month at 6 A.M. (gampesino
time) to discuss all aspects of Chicano life, hezlth, edu-
cation. legislation and politiecs with Anglos from the ap-
propriate businesses or agencies, The group serves as a
united, representative voice for Chicgno interests in making
legislative recomﬁendations and endorsing political candi-

dates.10

9The Rural Tribune, July, 1973; Enrique Néndez Flores,
ex-editor, La Voz Unida (Conversations).

10 Oregonlan, Apr. 1, 1973, p. 293 Centro Chicano Cul-
3223_ May, June, 1974. -
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Mexican Americans have seldom wielded partisan politi-
eal power as many'were disenfranchised by unrealistic resi-
dency requirements, literacj tests or shrewd gerrymandering.
The political activism of the Chicano movement.of the 1960's .
torced‘the major political parties to recognize the impor-
tance of the Spénish—speaking vote in the'Southwest.11

In the Northwest, however, numbers are too few to
exert pressure beyond the local level, . Candidates for po-
litical office have chosen to remain within the fwo-party
system and avoid the label of "Chicano candidate5 in appeal-
ing to a broader constituency. In the May, 1974 primary,

Carlos Rivera, Jr, sought the bémocratic Congressional nomi-

nation in District Three and Rafael Pablo Ciddié y Abeyta

the Republican endorsement in District One, Although both

were well-known in state Chicano and legislative circle,

they were overshadowed by opponehts with better name famil- !
iarity and greater financial resources,

Higher probabilities of success exist for Chicanos in
county, city or school board electicns where their influence
can promote cultural tolerance and cooperation. In 1973 Chi-
canos were elected to the Dayton and Independence city coun-
cils, and the Consilio and state affiliate of the National
Education Task Force of La Raza will provide broader struc-

tures for promoting political goals.12

11See ¥. Chris Garcia, ed., Chicano Politics: Read-
ines (New York: WSS Information Corp., 1973).

120regonian, Dec, 31, 1973, p. 11,



CHAPTER VII
CULTURE

The Chicano's tenacious ability to maintain his cul-~
tural and linguistic heritage has been damned as a barrier to
socio-economic mobility.and praised as evidence of its worth
and strength, The traditional Anglo answer to Chicano pov-
erty has been "Learn English,.learn a trade," a solution that
has fostered mobility but oftentimes at the sacrifice of Chi-
cano identity. " The desire to retain his culture~is seen in
the Chicano's celebration of Mexican national halidgys, Catho-
lic féast days and the formation of social clubs, Mést com~
munities in Oregon with even a few Chicano residents boast a
Latin American or Mexican-American club which serves as the
focus of social activities for the Spanish-speaking families,
A more public manifestation of ethnic pride is the organiza-
tion of cultural centers where "Chicanismo" is perpetuated.

for the benefit of both Chicanos and Anglos,
ORGANIZATIONS

The earliest successful movement to pfeserve and pro-
claim Chicano culture in Oregon begén in August, 1969 when
the Centro Chicano Cultural between Woodburn énd Gervais was
lincorporated "as a-non-pfofit intercultural communications

center.” With the aid of the Social Action Commission of

P e
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§f the Portland Archdiocese of the Catholic Church, sixty-
three acres of land were purchased "in the name of the Span-
ish~speakiﬁg people of the Northern Willamette Valley."1
Local residents opposed the Centro, objecting to "strip
zoning".and opening the agricultural/?esidential lands to
commercial use. At a Marion County Board §f Commissioners
hearing, a local farmer voiced fears of a "massive welfare
ghetto" straining school and community resources, Two years
of bpposition and legal barriers passed before a conditional
use permit permitted océupation of the Centro building in
December, 1971, The Centro initiated services of arts and
crafts, seminars and in~sérvice training, an intercultﬁral

library and a monthly newspaper, Centro Chicano Cultural,

funded by a three-year grant from the Campaign for Human
Development (CHD), Activities came to an abrupt but tem-
porary halt on July 20, 1973, whén the building was largely
destroyed by fire, probably arson, CHD funds paid for a
mobile trailer to house the Centro until approximately $30,000
is raised and permission obtained to construct another struc~-
tnre.z

. Altﬁough the antro focuses on the Chicane community,

its philosophy is neither separatist nor isélationist; on

1“Centro Chicano Cultural" (Woodburn, Oct., 1973,
Information pamphlet), p. 1. ' S ‘

?Ibid,; Teresa Gollon, Centro Secretary (Interview):
Oregonian, Apr., 23, 1970, p. 12; May 7, 1970, p. 28;

¥oodburn Independent, "Entre Vecincs," Dec, 12, 1973 (reprint).
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the contrary, the intent is clearly t?ward community dia-
1ogue‘and "bridging social and economic problems stemming
from intercultural misunderstanding and institutional stereo-
typing and discrimination."j' The largest-scale effort in

this area to date was the first annual Celebracidn Chicana

del Sol, a three-day event enjoyed by more than three thou-
sand people in July, 1973. The celebration opened with a
benediction by“Archbishop Robert Dwyer and continued with a
mass, dinner, pifiatas 2nd games for the children and music
and dancing for the adults.u

Insofar as community interaction, the most signifi-
cant project has been a police~community relations class
co-spoﬁsored with Chemeketa Community College in Salem., For
nearly three months, twenty Woodburn and Salem policemen
met weekly with Centro personnel and community leaders in
round-table discussioné,slectureé and film presentations
designed to illustrate the destructive effects of racist
- stereotyping 'and derogatory phrases, Many Chicano leaders
attended as did Patrick Dion Melendy (Hupa Tribe, CISCO),
John Hudanish (Russian community, Woodburn) and members of
the Chicano Cultural Club at the Oregon State Penitentiary.
According to Mario Cordova, who coordihateé the sessions fof

the Centro, 'the goal was for participants to view themselves

3Cen‘kro Chicano Cultural, Information pamphlet, p. 1.

: uCentro Chicano Cultural, July, 1973; Teresa Gollon
(Interview).
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as community mémbers rather than as only "police," ﬁChicano,"
and so forth and to realize that the problems of each gréup
affecf the other.s

In addition to serving as a resource and referral cen-

ter, the Centro reaches out to a wider audience via the media,

The monthly newspaper, a bi-monthly commentary (Entre Vecinos)

in the Woodburn Independent, radio programs on KWRC- Wood-

burn and a half-hour weekly presentation, Cultura Chicana

*74, on KVDO-TV, Salem, seek to create cultural awareness
throughout the Willamette Valley.® s

The orientation of the Centro has been strongly in-
fluenced by the forceful personality of its Executive Direc-
tor David Aguilar (who dislikes titles and refers to himself
as "jack of all trades"). Long years of experience have
taught Mr, Aguilar to be wary and somewhat "paranoid" in
dealing with Anglos, He views mutual hosiility and ignorance
ag the rootsibf mistrust and impediments to communication,
and the Centro as the vehicle to foment attitudinal and
institutional change toward cultural pluralism.7

Oregon's sécond Chicano culturzl center was conceived
in 1972 by twenty-five Washington County families. Guiding
principles are similar to those of the Woodburn Centro as

the Centro Cultural of Washington County seeks to "build a

Sgentro Chicano Cultural, May, 1974; "Entre Vecinos,"
May 1, 1974,

6Teresa Gollon; Centro Chicano Cultural, June, 1973,

7David Aguilar (Interview).

i
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bridge between the Chicano and the Anglo.“ Father Arnold
Beezer of Cornelius where the Centro is located and volun-
teers of the Society of Jesus have actively supported the
project from its inception., Their philosophy is one of
encouraging mutual shéring and the development of human
talents, goals common to the Church and the Centro.8

| Classes offered have been varied and relevant to com-
mmnity needs. Instruction in Mexigan art, sewing, typing,
canning, Adult Basic Education, English as a Second Language,
Spanish as a Second Language and personal care and develop-
ment has been given., Instructors and equipment from Port-
land CommunityACollege have been vital to the Centro so
cooperation has been excellent. In a lighter vein, the Cen-
tro sponsors a troupe of félklore dancers and singers, "Los
Tapatios,” who perform for appreciative audiences tﬂrough-
out the Northweét.g

Another major component is ORMETEX, a vocational

training project administered with the cooperation of Tek-
tronix of Beaverton and other local companies. ORMETEX
provides job training for low-income persons, especially
ex-farm workers, who desire to enter the field of industrial

employment.lo

, 8"Centro Cultural of Washington County" (Cornelius,
n.d,, Informatinn pamphlet).

9Ibid s+ Joan Triplett, Education Coordinator, Centro
Cultural (Interview).

101114,
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Since June, 1972 Centro supporiers have hosted monthly

Mexican dinners each earning from $300 to $500. The dinners

plus private donations supplement the basic source of income,

county nevenue;sharing‘funds. Four acres have been. purchased
near Gaston for the. construction of a permanent Centro when
funds permit, As in the case of the Woodburn Centro, many
other organizations have aided the movement: the Jesuits,

the Campesinos' Forum, Los Amigos, Cursillo, the Pan-American

Youth Club, Chicano Youth Club, Guadalupanas and La Raza
11 ~

Unida.
Chicanos are also involvg@ with Biacks and Native
Americans in striving to develop learning materials relevant

to. minority students., The Northwest Multicultural Develop-
ment Laboratory in Portland has already published an inter-
nationally successful Native American coloring book and is
planning a similar project for €hicanos. The group spon-
sored a Multicultural Fair in January, 1974 featuring
exhibits of Chicano, Native American, Bléck and Asian cul-
ture, and a bilingual-bicultural education workshop at Reed
College in Portland ianebruary, 1974, Another major project
is the prodﬁction of a motion picture depicting the transi-
-tion of a Chicano family from rural, migrant life to an urban
settipg. The film, directed by David Gonzflez and funded by

the Oregon Endowment for the Humanities, will be shown in

. Northwest communities where discussion panels will permit

11Ibid,; Oregon Journal, Apr, 17, 1973, p. 13,

[



interaction and dialogue with the audience.12

One of the most important civic holidays to Mexicans

and many Chicanos is Cinco de Mayo, - which commemorates the

Mexican victory over French forces at Puebla on May 5, 1862,
The 1973 celebration at the University of Oregon and Lane
Community College in Eugene featured mariachi music, folk-

4 & .
loric dances, a fashion show, authentic food and a corona-

tion of a queen, Oregon State University (Corvallis) hosted

& conference and fiesta, “"Ayer, Hoy Y Manana," which treated

the t0piés of Chicano awareness,_identit§. politics and .edu-

cation, Los Hijos de Aztlin at Mt., Angel College also

sponsored a fiesta with mariachis, a dinner and dance and
& play, "Nosotros Somos _Dios," featuring students frpm the

cnilege.13

In the spring of'1974 Nosotros, the Chiéano student
arganization at Oregon College of Education, Monmouth,
presented a week-long program on Chicano culture, Partici-
pants enjoyed an historical display, films, an open forum,
Iectures, a bilingual education workshop and a fiesta and
dance, additional aid for the program being rendered by
the Chicanc Xobile Institute of the University of Utah.lu

' Culturgl events are not limited to colleges and

universities, as evidenced by the first festival of the

121rma Plores Fischman, Member, Multicultural Labora-
tory (Interview),.

13Centr0 Chicano Cultural, May, 1973.
1k

Centro Chicano Cultural, May, 1974; Nosotroé (Program),
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" Bilingual Program at Nellie Muir School in Woodburn, The
175 children enrolled in the program exhibiﬁed their talents

before 400 beaming parents in "Asf Les Canto A Mis Padres.”

Thus at many levels and in various ways, Chicanos are pre-
serving and celebrating a linguistic and cultural heritage

15

that has endured for generations.
THE MEDIA

All three sectors of the méjor media, radio, tele-~

vision and newspapers, have recognized the Spanish-speaking

market in Oregon., In 1970 the QOregon Statesman (Salem) re-
alized that the large Chicano resident and migrant population
of Marion County offered a substantial readership and began

publishing a Spanish~-language column. The Qregon Journal

was not whole-heartedly behind the idea, and, after reviewing
the internal strife created by a history of cultural and
linguistic diversity in Belgium, Canada and India, remarked:
It would be crippling to their own cause in the long
run, we think, if the Chicanos, in their efforis to
develop pride in their Mexican-American heritage,
should rejecféthis history and refuse . to learn and
use English. )
Few Chicanos propose the exclusive use of Spanish, only the
right to use the language without fear of formal or informal

sanctién. In this light, the gesture by the Statesman was a

15(‘}erzft1:'c> Chicano Cultural, May, 1974.

160regon Journal, Jan. 14, 1970, p. 10,
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step toward cultural understanding and not internal dissen-

gsion : _
{ Robert Olmos, a Chicano who grew up in East Los

Anhgeles, has beeﬁ a reporter for the Oregonién since 1962
anﬂ;has éiven that paper an excellent perspective on minor-
ifyiaffairs in the state. Having experieﬁced the alienation
and. discrimination of a Chicano attempting to preserve his
cultural identity while functioning within Anglo institutions,
Mr, Olmos is a sensitive»commentatbr on contempofary Chicanc
1ife, His interests extend to fiqtional writing‘as well, and
he:has authored novels and pcems which may be among the first
mﬁéor literafy contributions by an Oregon Chicano if they are
ppblished.l? '

Small bilingual newspapers give more intimate, empathic
coverage of local events than is péssible by the major press.

La:Voz Unida has offered Portland-arez Chicanos pertinent

news: stories as well as advertisements for businesses of fer=-
ing: goods and services of special interest. The variety of
thecpaper's advertisers is one indication of the depth of
the: Chicano community in Oregon as restaurants, record shops,
azdancing school;-printing and automobile repair services
and/entertainment promoters are inc%gded.is

The Rural Tribune concentrates upon local happenings

17Rober1: Olmos (Interview).

18La Voz Unida (Portlané), Feb., May, 1974, See also
page 40, . ,
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 and public service announcements but has also criticized in-
difference to Chicano needs by the échools and the police,
The Centro Cultural of Washington County has a regular col-
umn publicizing its classes and activities. The Centro;

Chicano Cultural also focuses on local issues relating to

the Centro, the Valley Migrant League and Colegio César
Chivez. In keeping with the Centro's goal of serving as a
commnity information resource, employment, educational and
public service announcements are listed, '

Spanish~language radio broadcasts have been heard on at
least two stations, KWRC (Woodburn) and KSLM (Salem), for‘
several years, Mexican music and taik,shows are the most
plentiful, but formaﬁs vary widely. Chicano organizations
such ags CISCO, Campesinos' Forum and Centro Chicano Cultural
take advantage of the medium to reach larger audiences.

Weekly television programming as of July, 1974 included
three bilingual brograms, Alma Chicana (KOIN-TIV, KOAP-IV,

Portland), Cultura Chicana '74 (KVD0-TV, Salem) and the

Modesto Rios Show (KPTV, Portland)., During the summer of

1973 Mr, Rios also hosted Cine Mexicano which aired Latin

American movies on the Public Broadcagt System,AKOAP-TV,
Portland.

A major step toward,recognition of bilingual viewers
was made by KOIN-TV, Channel 6, Portland, during the
primary elections in May, 1974, Gil Beanes of the news staff
announced the election results in Spanish, a gesture much

appreciated by the Spanish-speaking community. A second
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Portland station, KGW-TV, Channel 8, hired a Chicana in the
summer of 1974, and zlthough programming changes are not
guaranteed, the presence of two Spanish-speakers in major
television outlets can only auger well for la raza.¥9

The Chicano viewpoint is represented in all media
areas, albeit not to the extent many would like. The im-
portance of the numerous demonstrations of cultural aware-
ness is that it provides evidenqe that Chicanos possess the
interest and capacity to retain théir venerable linguistic
.and ethnic heritage eveﬁ in a strongly Anglo environment,
Evidences of Chicano culture are not surprising in the South-
west where Spanish-speakers are often in the méjority; how-
ever, in Oregon, where they comprise less than two per cent
of the population, the Chicano cultufal activities bespeak
the pride and determination of la raza in maintaining its

identity.

~

19Gil Beanes, KOIN-~TV Newsman, Portland, (Interview),



CHAPTER VIII
EDUCATION

Educationally, Chicanos lag far behind the Anglo popu-
lation in yeafs completed and in achievement on standardized
tests., Only 60 per cent of Chicanos finish high - school, 16
per cent repeat first grade (Anglos:s 6 per cent), and 9 ber
cent of eighth graders are overage (Anglos: 1 per Cent).1
Lack of attainment.has long'been accepted as the norm for
Chicanos who were viewed as "unmotivated" or "natural manual
laborers," but more éoPhisticated and‘less culturally-biased
examinatiéns of the American educational system show'the
failing to be on the part of the.schools, not the students.
"Mexican kids do poorly in school” not out of inherent racial
inferiority (long a convenient excuse), but because "the
school and society have served to keep the Mexican American
in his place, . . ."2 ‘

At least forty variables in the areas of culture, lan-
guage, poverty, mobility and societal perceptions interact

to militate against the minority child's probability cof

1U. S. Commission on Civil Rights, The Unfinished Edu-
cation: Outcomes for Minoritiss in the Five Southwestern
States, Oct., 1971, pp. 41-3,

Thomas P, Carter, "Mexican Americans: How the Schools
Have Failed Them," in Introduction to Chicano Studiest:t A
Reader, ed. by Livie I. Duran and H, Russell Bernard (New
York: The Macmillan Co., 1973), pp. 447-8,

g

Np oa AN D g R P WS T



sk
success in school,

The C&rdenas-CArdenas Theory of Incompatibilities
states that this lack of success can be attributed
to the imcompatibility between the typical program
of American schools and the characterlstlcs of the
deprived, minority-group population.

Further, "research has shown that teachers® low expectations

for disadvantaged minority-group children tend to become

gself-fulfilling prophesies."3

It has been commonplace to attribute the Chicano's
difficulties in school to lack of ability or desire to assim-

ilate into Anglo culture; however,

' the data seem to refute the common assumption that
children from families that are “most lMexican" in
their behavior and, outlook will have the most dif-

ficulty in school,
If the degree of assimilation and acceptance of Anglos values
is not an accurate measure of educational poteﬁtial,.then the
reason for under-achievement likely lies in the "Anglo-
oriente@, monolingual, monlcultural educational system™ that-
cannot accommodate deviation from precbnceived behavioral

5

norms,

3Blandlna Cirdenas and José A, CArdenas, "Chicano--
Bright-~Eyed, Bilingual, Brown, and Beautiful," Today's
Education, LXII (February, 19?3), L9~50,

hRonald W, Henderson and C, B, Merritt, "Environmental
Backgrounds for lMexican~American Children with Different

Potentials for School Success," Journal of Soclal Psychology,
LXXXV (June, 1968), 105

5Henry Souix Johnson and William J, Hern&ndez-M, eds.,
%duo?tvngthe Mexican American (Valley Forge: Judson Press,
970), p. 6.
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Substandard, under—staffed facilities segregated from
Better Anglo schools in the Southwest have also hindered
Chicano educational progress; Not until 1970 in the case eof
Cisneros v, Corpus Christi Independent School District Qere
Chicanos held to be an "identifiable ethnic minority group
for the purpose of public school desegrega’cion."6 Segrega=-
tion of the Chicano is not unique to the Southwest; however,

gs Lindberg and May Roberts Elementary Schools in the Ontarig

district of eastern Oregon were found to be "identifiable
segregated schools as -of January, 19?2."7

Spanish~surname students'accounted for only 1.4 per
cent of Oregon's public school enrollment in the fall of
1972, 6,541 of 468,698 students, but concentrations in a
few districts gave their presence a much greater impact than
the émall total would indicate. Six districts had at least
Z 10 per cent Spanish-surname enrollment, but the state-wide
percentage of Spanish-surname teachers was only 0,3 per cent
(€6 of 22,129).8 Thus school faculties were even whiter
than the éociety at larée, a circumstance which further

Isolated the Chicano in the educational systemn,

) 6Guadalupe Salinas, "Mexican-Americans and the Deseg-
regation of Schools in the Southwest," in Voices: Resdings
from El1 Grito, ed, by Octavio Romano-V (Berkeley: Quinto
Sol Publications, 1973), p. 366, : :

7Department of Education, Racial and Ethnic Survey
(Salem, 1972), p. 7.

8 .
HEW, Office for Civil Rights, Diredtory of Public Ele-

mentary and Secondary Schools in Selected Districts: Enroll-
mpent and Staff by Racial/rthnic Group, Fall, 1972, p. 1157.
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A racial and ethnic survey by'the State Intergroup

Human Relations Commission in 1972 pinéointed the problems
of Chicanos in education. In spite of the fact that Spanish-
surname and Russian students showed the fastest increase in g
enrollment, there was still "an alarmingly low number of
minority e&ucatqrs" and Spanish-surname sfﬁdents suffered |
from linguistic,  racial and cultural isolation., Minority ,
students were seen as "victims of cultural'barriers,Adiscrim—
ination; and restrictive residential patterns" which " kept
them . from the “"integrated experienpes" basic to the learn-

9

ing process, Migrant and bilingual education programs are
two means of attempting to remedy racial and cultural isola-~

tion of Chicano students,

[P P VEUUR N

MIGRANT AND BILINGUAL-BICULTURAL PROGRAMS

Those concerned for the wélfare of the migrant early
realized that children were the most hapless, tragic and
defenseless victims of the cycle, Because of high mobility,
-discerimination, incomplete records, po#erty and lack of
adequate district services, migrant children had the lowest

educational level in the nation.lo'

9Department of Education, Racial and Ethnic Survey
(Salem, 1972), p. 9. See Table XVII, Appendix for Oregon
school districts with more than one hundred Spanish-speaking
students in 1972, :

10Anne Brunton, "The Chicano Migrants,” in Introduction
to Chicano Studies: A Reader, ed. by L., I. Duran and H. R.

Bernard (New York: The hacmillan Co,, 1973), pp. 495-6.
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In 1961 the Oregon State Leglslature appropriated
$142,000 to be used for special nigratory education programa
administered by individual school districts in mlgrant-lnten-

sive counties. The first fifteen programs in Ontario, Inde~

pendence, St, Paul and North Plains (the earliest in the state).

served 1,185 children, The curriculum concentrated upon
basic educational skills with field trips and recreational
outings to acquaint the Chicanitos with the "outer world.”
Migrant children were often two\to three years behind their
age ievel because of irregular attendance so compensatory
and remedial instruction was s*}:ressed.11
The state's programs received federal support’yith the
passage of Title 1 of Public Law 89-10, the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) in 1965, The law's pﬁrposé
was to aid educationally-disadvantaged children including
migrants, but initial state plans'failed to encompass migrant
needs, As a result, the law was amended with PL 89-750,
Title 1-M, which funded programs specifically for migrant,
American iﬁdian and institutionalized children and eased
eligibility requirements for districts to participate.
PL 90-247 (January; 1968) and PL 91-230 (April, 1970) pro-
vided sﬁecial grants and bonus payments to migrant teachers
and rounded out the corpus of federal migrant education

1egislation.12

110regonian, July 23, 1962, p. 9.

124EW, Office of Education (No title) DHEW Publication
No, (OE) 72»?5, Feb,, 1972, pp. 18-19,
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Eligibility for Title 1-M programs was open to “the

chiildren of any worker who moves ffom‘one school district
to another while seeking or acquiring employment ig,agriculu
ture including food processing activities," The original
time_peéiod was one year, later extended to five years, a
change which'confﬁsed state planners, Thé.Oregon Board of
Education elected to give priority to one-year children with
five-year studentis being eligible if the needs of more recent
migrants had been met and no alternative services were avail-
gble, A further stipulation was that Title 1-M funds could
not. supplant services airead§ offered by the district, they
could only supblement them.i% N

Programs for migrant cHildren have concentfated on basic
Acnmpensatory education in red@ing and language development
and. bilingual~bicultural expe&iences to promote the forma-
tion of a favorable self—imagk; however, attempts are also
matde to bring parents into ackive participation with the edu-
cational institutions. Planners realized that an unhealthy
ohiild cennot learn as readily so attention has also been
given "to health, 0pticgl, dentzl, nutritional, social, and

psychological needs of the child."14

13Boar¢ of Education, "The Origin and Requirements of
Title 1, ESEA, Migrant Amendment,” (Salem, Jan., 17, 1969,
mimeographed), p. 2: Migrant Educatinn Service Center,
Project Directors' Management Manual, Migrant Education
Programs (Salem, Dec., 1972}, p. 30.

1l‘Board of Education, "Progress Report, Title 1, ESES4,

Migrant Amendment, Oregon State Program," (Salem, Jan,.17,
196¢, mimeographed), p. 1; JoAnn Lee, Resource Teacher,
Title 1-M, Washington County (Interview),
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families from society and the school,
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The first federally-funded programs in Oregon in 1967
expended $183,000 on seven migrant summer school sessions for
1,019 children and a Teaching-Practicum and Summer School for
teachers. A larger outlay the following year served more
children and included training for fifteen migrant education
teachers through Eastern Oregon State College in LaGrande,
Total funding by the federal government with no reduirements
for matching plus favorable reports on initial programs gen-
erated enthusiasm, and more districts applied for Title 1-M
monies each year.15 |

Program planners eschewed a narrowly academic outlook

and sought to integrate both the children and the parents

into the community. To implement a project, a district was

required to form an advisory committee composed of at least

50 per cent migrant parents. Federal guidelines further re-

quired that supportive services to insure the youngsters:®

overall well-being by eliﬁinating physical and psychological
barriers to attendance be present before a community received
funds. Finally, a home-school consultant worked to establish

lines of communication to prevent the isolation of migrant

16

Although teachers trained in cultural sensitivity are

1513»0::1:‘:1 of Education, "Summary of the Development of
The Oregon State Migrant Education Program Funded by Title 1,
ESEA, Migrant Amendment," (Salem, January 17, 1969, mimeo-
graphed), p. 1. ' ,

16Management Manual, Migzrant Education Prozrams,
PP. 12"13, 1?'190
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basic to migrant education, advanced multi-media tools‘are
also useful for individualizing instruction, Mobile "migra-
labs" visit districts with top~few eligible children to war-
rant a full-time program and feature video tapés to reinforce
learning experiences and tape recorders for personal language
development, Students in the Ontario district have benefited
from devices éuch as the Language Master, the Hoffman, the
Audio-Flash System and the EDL Controlled Reader at a Spe-
cial Training Center at Treasure Valley Community College.l?
Thus programs blend old-fashioned loving care with modern
technology to aid éhildren in their intellectual and emotional
development.,

Anmnual evaluations of state projects have judged most
to be successful and well worth the expenditures of money
and energy., Objective standards of pupil performance indi-
cate general improvement in reading vocabulary and compre-
hension and basic learning skills as well as enhanced stu-
dentiself—image. Continuing problems have been in the B
~ development and distribution of materials and in programming

for junior and senior high levels.l8

Although precise sta-
tistics are lacking, all indications are that the Chicano
drop-out rate is extremely high, and this failure to com-
plete high school gfeatly militates against advancement in é
17E1ton D. Minkler, To Teach a Migrant Child: Prosrams

and Copcepts %n Migrant Education (Salem: Oregon Board of
Education, 1969), pp. 18-20, 23-26,

. 188ee Board of Education, Evaluations Oregon State
Migrant Program (Salem, 1968-69, 1969-70, 1970-71),
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degree-conscious society.
Tﬂe drop-out problem in Oregon ﬁay even be more)acuté
than in the Southwesf where studies have revealed shocking
rates. }9 Oregon's smaller numbers of Chicanos lack the group
'solidarity and mutual support of large Sogthwest populations
where "strength in numbers™ helps Chicénos reméin in school.20
Anglo administrators often make no special effort to keep
Chicanos in school and tacitly accept the drop-out pattern as
something they cannot alter., In Washington County, many
drop-outs feel that "people in school didn't try to understand
Chicano students or relate to their feelings.“ vComplaints of
the irrelevance of mandatory, Anglo-oriented classes brought

indifferent responses from school personnel.Zl

A Chicana
drop-out in Forest Grove stated that she had been suspended
from grammar school for weéringearrings, a cuitural tradi-
tion univgrsal in Latin America Qhere babies' ears are
pierced. Migraht and bilingual-bicultural education strives
to éliminaté the Anglb cultural blindness of such incidents
and provide Chicanos with incentive for remaining in school,
The primary vehicle for fomenting cultural awareness

-among public school teachers is the Migrant Education Service

Center in Salem which began functioning as the umbrella

195ee Thomas P, Carter, Mexican Americans in School:

A History of Educational Negleet (Princeton: College Entrance
Examination Board, 1970),. '

2_OJoe Garcfa, Title 1-M Diréctor, Hillsboro, (Interview).

2lppe Rural Tribuné,'May, 1974, p. 5.
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organization for Oregon's twelve Title 1-M projects in 1973.
The Center (MESC) purcﬁases and prepares materials for in-
gervice presentations and houses a multi-media component
with equipment available for district use. As in the case
of general public school curricula, early pilingual-bicul-
tural material was Anglo-oriented, thus Center personnel are
replacing culturally-irrelevant learning packages with more
suitable ones produbed with input from Chicano scholars.22

It is difficult to induce even the’slightest degree of
cultural sensitivity among teachers, as many do not see the
relatively small Chicaﬁo student population as meriting
apecial attention; consequently, the MESC must employ a
"soft approach" to create a favorable climate of opinion for
the innovations in thought and methodology required by the
Bilingual-bicultural system, Many express impatience with
the theories and concepts presented and desire a concise
"recipe"” for solving the "Chiecano problem.“23 ‘Basic to the
success of teaching minority students is an alteration of
viewpoint, a consciousness of the positive aspects.of cul-
tural and linguistic diversity that can only be attained
through honest effort and introspection,

While migrant education can upgrade the learning ex-

perience for eligible children, those Chicano students who

22"Migrant Education Service Center,™ (Salem, n.d.,
brochure); Francisco Loera, Director, MESC (Interview).

23Loera (Interview),

bt
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are- permanent residents and not eligiblg for Compensatory
Education continue to languish under pedagogiéal theories
andfpracfices ill-suited to iheir needs, The bilingual=-
bicultural approach permits the mastery of subject material_
in~ two languages which contributes to the students' self-
esteem,‘formatidn of identity and pride in both cultures.zu

The greatest advantage of such instruction is in the
heightened learning ability and improved self-image of the
youngster, but wider social benefits also accrue., The fore-
most. is the utilization of native language skills which can
mean substantial savings in timg and money over the current
practice of'training English-speakers in second languages.
America's eitensive internatiénal commitments demand a res-
ervoir of polyglot or at least bilingual téchnicians, diplo-
mats and business people, Bilingual-bicultural studies im~

merse students in the subtle nuances of their native tongue,

& decided improvement over crash courses in "tourist Spanish,"

MEt: the local level, the technique "holds the promise of

helping to harmonize various ethnic elements in a community

into a mutually respectful and creative pluralistic society”

as: exemplified in Woodburn where the Nellie HMuir Elementary

School program instructs in Spanish, Russian and English.25

2l"MESC, Learning Package: Bilincual-Bicultural Edu-
gationt An Overview (Sslem, 1974), p. &,

ZSMESC, Learning Package; pp. 13, 16,
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'The.earliest degree-granting program to recognize the
gpecial needs of Spanish-speakers was the Master of Arts in
Teaching Migrant Education coﬁponent at Eastern Oregon State
College in LaGrande., That program, dating from the mid-~1960's,
was superseded by a four year Bilingual Education Cﬁmponent
following the recommendation of ex;program director iheodore
C. Brown in 1970, Students achieve mastery of Spanish and
bilingual instruction skills, of concepts and subject matter
pertinent to thé lower élementary level and of techniques
for reinforcing favorable student self-image, Federal sti-
pends are available to students from farm worker backgrounds
- 80 the total program benefits both the prospective Spanish-

speaking teachers and students.26

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

.Except for the Eastern Oregon programs.there have been
few Chicanos in Oregon's system of higher education., One
reason for their absence has been that efforts to encourage
curricula revisions to meet Chicano needs have met with
disappointment, as in 1971, when a group of Chicanos lobbied
unsuccessfully for lexican~American studies and special aid

at Portland State University.27 Awareness of the need for

" 26Eastern Oregon State College (LaGrande), Bulletin,
1972-73, p. 55; "The Bilingual Education Program at Eastern
Oregon State College," (n.d., mimeographed); "Proposal for
Undergraduate Bilingual Education Component," (1970, mimeo-
graphed).

270régonian, Aug, 3, 1971, sec. 3, P. 5.

s
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" unity prompted the formation of The Oregon Association of
Chicano Students in 1973. Oregon Chairperson for the Na-
tional Educational Task Forc% of La Raza, Teresa Moreno of
the University of Oregon, becéme the first présiﬁent. Ini~
tial plans centered on publicity and communication via a

newsletter and state directory of studen"bs.28

Chicano stu-
dent organizations at most colleges and universities form
a focal point for Chicano activities and seek "to promdte
sensitivity and awareness of the Chicano experience" to
non—Chicanos.29 Mozt sponsor festivities and workshops to
publicize Chicano viewpoints and provide entertainment and
information for the Spanish-speaking and Anglo alike,
Chicanos have not been the only persons to recognize
the shortcomings of monocultural education, ‘Four students
of fhe School of Social Work at Portland State University
concluded that there existed a serious "lack of commitment”
to bring minority students into the program or to give
Anglos proper preparation for dealing with minority group
. elients, Curricula additions of more relevant course work
"and more extensive and meaningful field work were strongly
recommended to enable the social worker to relate success-

fully to black and Chicano clients, Since opening in 1962,

the School of Social Work has hired only two Spanish-speakers,

280regon Journal, Nov; 7, 1973, p. 7.

29Chicano Student Union, Portland State University‘
(Statement of Purpose, n.d.).
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both Puerto Rican, and only one Spanish-speaker has completed
the course of study.jo

The Chicano answer to the problem of higher education
came‘in December, 1973 with the founding of Colegio César
Chivez on the campus of the former Mt, Angél College which
had been administered by Benedictine Sisters since 1888,
Financial insolvency forced Mt, Angel to close and has con-
tinued to plague the new administrators of “the first indepen—-
dent Chicano educational inétitution in the nation.," The
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) refused to
consider Colegio proposals'for.refinéncing and advised the
U, Sf National Bank to initiate foreclosure proceedings in
June, 1974, so a civil rights suit was filed against HUD
charging discrimination againét the Colegio, 1In sﬁite of
the monumental legal and financial obstacles, supporters of
the college have vowed to sustain their efforts at all |
costs.31 " |

Tﬁe principal goal of the Colegio "is to prepare young
Chicanos through higher education to serve the needs of the

Chicano community."” At the Colegio, students can learn in

3ORobert M, Hight, et al,, "Communication Barriers
Between White Social Work Students and Black and Chicano
Clients," (Portland State University School of Social Work,
1973, unpublished paper), pp. 52-5, 64,

31Colegio César Chivez, Mt, Angel, "Philosophy, Goals,
History, Faculty, Admissions, Financial, Academic and Gen-
eral Information" (Jan,, 1974); "Save Colegio César Chivez
Trust Fund"” Pledge Agreement, p. 1. (n.d,)


http:study.30

67
fémiliar surroundings and participate in non;traditional ap-
proaches to higher education, The first courses ofAstudy
ineluded Chicano studies, bilingual-bicultural education,
early childhood development, adult education and the unique

Collegenﬁithout—walls (Colegio sin Parades)program which

discards traditional classroom methods to permit the student
freedom to explore any aspect of life: employment, social
problems, family patterns and the like.32

According to Jos& Romero, Academic Dean, Chicanos from
a rural, communal background characterized by closé pérsonal
relationships feel lost and alien in the face of the imper-
sonal procedures and structures of a typical Anglo univérsity.
The usual rgsult is dfopping out of school, or more tragically,
out of society into an introverted and sometimes drug-ridden
existence., The Colegio's familia framework allows Chicanos
to acquire basic educational skills within familiar behav~ .
ioral patterns so that they can readily make the transition

an Anglo milieu without loss of cﬁltural identity.33

Colegio figures indicate that of 375 Chicanos in 4

Oregon colleges in early 1974, 105 were at the Colegio, one

demonstration of the need it has filled, The vast majority of

32Colegio Cé&sar Chévei, "The Birth of a Chicano Insti-
tution of Higher Education," (n.d., mimeographed), p. 3;
"Philosophy, History, Goals."

335058 Romero, Colegio (Interview). The problem of
the cultural irrelevance of the schools is common to all
levels of education: the goals of the Colegio for higher
education are similar to those of migrant and bilingual-
bicultural education programs, -
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Colegio students and faculty for the first year were Chicanos
from farm worker backgrounds, and, although Anglo students

are welcome to share in the ambiente chicano, the intent is

to keep the Colegio an institution run by Chicanos for Chi-
canos,

Funding for the first six months was from a federal
"Strengthening Basic Institutions" grant, but the nearly
one million dollar debt inherited from Mt, Angel‘Coilege
presents a large burden toa fledgling institution., In ad-
dition to applying for grants from major philanthropical and
educational foundations, Colegio supporters also mounted a
"Save Colegio César Chivez Trust Fund" drive to faise funds
and show generative power indicative of local support. The
Portland City Council adopted a supportive resolution, and
operational aid has been rendered by the Valley Migrant
League, the Migrant Education Service Center, the Chicano
Mobile Institute (University of Utah) and Chicano educators
and voiunteers.Bu

Enthusiasm for the instifution has not been universal,
especially within the immediate’Mt. Angel area, as many
older residents of the strongly German-Cathelic community do

not look upon a large Chicano influx with relish. 1In its

last year, Mt, Angel College became a counter-culture mecca,

3l"l&ntonio Ferndndez, Colegio Staff (Interview); “"Phi-
lesophy, Goals, History"; Oregonian, Apr. 18, 1974, p, 13,

r—



At

69

" @ transformation welcomed by neither the Benedictine Sisters

e

rior the townspeople, and that reputation has lingered, The

inability of the old ccllege to meet tax and loan obliga-

ot s

tions also left a residue of bad credit that haunts the pre-

sent administration.35

PR

Even if the efforts to retain the buildings at Mt,
Arigel fail, it is likely that the philosophies of the Cole-
glo will be implemented elsewhere, Most Oregon Chicanos-.
are. proud of the institution and consider its survival ne-
cessary‘tq the welfare of la raza in the Northwest., The

college bears the name of a man renowned for his "dedication

sy s o

and: steadfast resistance,"” and the same determination and
faith that characterizes the farm labor movement is evident
in. the drive to save the colegio.36 Chicanos see both ef-

forts as part of la casusa and voice the same belief in both

cases that si se puede.

_ 3Bsose Gallegos, Colegio staff, (Speech in Portland,
Portland State University, May 15, 1974),

36Colegio, “lit, Angel College Renamed Colegio Cé&sar
Chivez" (Press release, Dec., 17, 1973).



CHAPTER IX
DISCRIMINATION

Disbrimination is an elusive and subjective phenomenon
unmeasurable by scientific means but very real to the victim,
In overt fdrm, discrimination becomes segregation or hostility
while covertly it is subtly attitudinal or even unconscious,
All Chicanos interviewed for this study felt that discrimi-
jnation, overt and/or attitudinal, existed in Oregon in one or
more of the following areas: housing, employﬁent, education
arid by the police, To some, Oregon's racial climate was one
of unenunciated racism perhaps more insidious than that of
the Southweét. The fact that most Angloicregonians don't
realize their latent racism and that it isn't expressed in
formal structural terms does not lessen the impéct upon Chi-

. canos sensitized by decades of prejudice,

Incidents of discrimination recorded in the press in
the Nyssa-Ontario region of eastern Oregon go back at least
to 1962. At that time, complaints flowed from Spanish-
spéaking residents of "No Mexicans Allowed"” signs in taverns
so that Chicanos had nowhere to meet socially.1

A decade later Anglo-Chicano friction persisted and

flared when four Chicano activists were fired from federal

,V(loregon Journal, July 19, 1962, p. 2.
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anti-poverty programs by the board qf Treasure Valley Com-
munity College in Ontario. The four lost their positions
for allegedly spending more time laboring on behalf of the

Chicano movement, "Viva La Raza," than on their educational

responsibilities, The Migfant Advisory Board filed two
suits and sought an injunction against interference by the
TVCC board in migrant program activities, In an out-of-court
settlement, the four were returned to the payroll, TVCC was
given control of adult edgcation classes and the Migrant
Adviéory Board placed in charge of mig?ant education, 4
broader aspect of the dispute was growers' resentment that
"good Mexican workers" were being "taken off the farm and

fut into school," Tony Solis, one of the four acfivists,
stated the matter sucéinctlyz "There is a great deai of

- . - - - '2
discrimination in the area.,’

A 1971 Oregonian article by Robert Olmos quoted many

. discontented Chicanos in western Oregon,

Frank Martinez, ex-Director of the VML: ", , ., we
are tired of cookies and cld clothes,"

Carlos Rivera, Jr., political figure: "What do we
want? Equal opportunity, equal justice, We want
to be able to provide adequate housing for our
families. In short, we want first class citizen=-
Ship; i : ' :

Rafael Pablo Ciddio y Abeyta, educator: "The
troubles we've had with the cultural center and
what is happening in Ontario show that racism is
8till at work--that we are still considered se-
cond class citizens,"

t

2Sundav Oregonian, Jan, 10, 1971, p. 1; Oregonian,
Jan, 23, p, 8; Feb, 11, p, 15; Mar., 9, 1971, sec. 2, p. 4.
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Ironically, most of Oregon's Chicano population migrated
from Texas, many to escape the bitter racism experienced in
the borderlands.3 )

In Washington County, Chicanos have complained of
being "ignored and disregarded, harassed, insulted and gen-
erally made to feel like a second-class citizen." A Forest
Grove tavern owner allegedly ordered three Chicanos from the:
premise for conversing in Spanish, Others have cited cases
of police harassment and the lack Qf'Spanish-spéaking police
personnel, :Chicands have also been greatly under-represented
in all areas of stable employment; for example, only five of
six hundred county employes were Chicanos in 1972.4

Employment discrimination was also chérged against the |
Banneville Power Administration in‘1973 by Frank Martinez,
representing several Chicano groups, ﬁho contended that two
and one-half years after Presideﬁf Nixon's "equal opportunity
mandate for Chicanos" in October, 1970, the BPA still em-
pleyed only fifteen Chicanos out of a total of 3,400 workers.,

Marie Parra, hired by the BPA to seek qualified Chicanos,
maoded that she had received no support for her efforts from

‘ the administration.5

3Sundav Oregonian, Jan. 24, 1971, p. 1.

hSunda& Oregonian, Feb, 18, 1973, "Forum," p. 1,

. 50regonian, Apr, 17, 1973, p. 11, Julian Samora and

Richard A, Lamanna point out problems of discrimination against
- Chieanos in the north in Mexican-Americans in a Midwest Metro=-
polis: A Study of East Chicazo (Los Angeles: University of
California Press, 1967).
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In the area of éducation, the Dayton district attracted
attention when an investigation by thé Office for Civil A
Rights revealed discrimination in disciplinary procedures,
In violation of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (Title Vi), the
district had "officially disciplined,” expelled or suspendéd
proportionately more minority than Anglo sfudents. For one
period, suspensions equaled 20 per cegt of the minority en-
rollment and only 2 per cent of Anglo students, Furthermore,
. the Chicano drop-out rate was considerably higk_xer.6
State government has npt been totally blind to the
need for cultural understanding{ A threé-day Affirmative
kction Workshop, sponsored by Governor ?pm McCall and the
Bureau of Labor, was held at Saiishan in December, 1973 to
"gensitize"” state personnel, The occasion was. nearly marred
by a Chicano walk-out when some participants objected to a
display erected by Chicanos suppérting the United Farm
Workers' boycott, The Chicanos remained as did éhe dis-
play, but the incident highlighted the gulf between Anglos
who view the UFW movement as purely political and Chicanos
wha gsee it aé a struggle for survival.7_
Commercial advertising has drawn criticism for racist

campaigns such as the "Frito Bandito"™ and the uﬁiquitous

caricature of the fat, sombreroed Mexican taking a siesta

6 . |
. "The Rural Tribune, May, 1974, p. 4; Oregonian,
kpr.. 23, 1974; Apr. 25, 1974, p. 28.

7Sundav Oregonian, Dec, 2, 1973, p. 37.
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under a cactus.g The effect of negative stereotypes, espe--
diaily upon impréssionable children, is to create preconcep-
tions which lead to feelings of racism for the Anglo young-
ster or self-deprecation for:the Chicanito., The pervasive
messages of the mass media can foster a process of uncon-
scious racist conditioning through which children form nega-
tive images before they have any contact with the realities
involved.9 '

A 1971 complaint by the Mexican-American Legal Defense
and Education Fund induced Georgia-Pacific Corporation to
cease offensive advertisihg deyicting the familiar sleeping
Mexiban. A‘éorporation advertising manager opined that ‘
"only the most sensitive person would have found the vi-
gnette offensive,” and.that Georgia-Pacific failed to find
the commercial objectionable.lo |

The attitude expressed by the advertising executive
Isr the epitome of cultural opacity and obtuseness, The fact
that corporation officials failed to understand the Chi-
caros' reaction to the depiction lies at the heart of‘Chi~

cano bitterness toward Anglo racism, for the WASP, lacking

repeated experiences of discrimination and negative

8See Thomas M, Martfnez, "Advertising and Racism: The
Case: of the Mexican-American," in Voices, ed, by Romano-V.

. 9Mario Cordova, ex-Cultural Coordinator, Centro Chicano
Ca2ltural (Woodburn, Interview).

Ioﬂw- May'?! 19?1: P 13,
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stereot&ping, cannot empathize with what he considers as
Chicano "hypersensitivity."

David Aguilar, Executive Director of the Centro Chi-
cano Cultural, is a master at "putting the shoe on the other
foot" to jolt Anglos into recognizing their cultural ignorance
and inadvertent racism, He uses stafements such as, "He's
an Anglo, but he's still 0,K.," or "Some of my best friends
are Anglos, I even invited one to coffee," or to.hostile
queries of why he doesn't go back to Mexico if he dislikes
it here, he replies in all honesty, "I've never been there,”
Discriminatory attitudes are learned; they can be changed,
if Anglos and Chicanos look closely at themselves and see
the common humanity beneath different colored skins, 11

Chicanos resent the implication that they are "cul-
turally-disadvantaged® if they do not acknowledge and ac-
ecept Anglo values, Not only do most consider their culture
equal to that of the Anglo, many find the gabacho world
singularly unappealing:

The North American culture is not worth copying: it
is destructive of personal dignity:; it is callous,
vindictive, arrogant, militaristic, self-deceiving,
and greedy; it is a gold-plated ball-point pen; it is
James Eastland and Richard Nixon; it is Strom Thurmond
and Lyndon Johnson; it is a Mustang and old-folks’
homess it is Medicare and OEO; it is an 380 billion
defense budget and $75 a month welfare; it is a cul-

tural cesspool and a social and spiritual vacuum for
the Chicano,

Ypavig Aguilar (Interview).

12Armando B, Rendon, "Chicanoc Culture .in a Gabacho

- World," in Chicano Studies, ed. by Duran and Bernard, p.354.




76
Few Chicanos in Oregon hold such an extremely negative
view of Anglo culture, but none are willing ito forsake a

‘proud heritage and become "brown Anglos” (Agringados or

Agabachados) simply for social acceptance or economic ex~
pedienéy. -It can only be hoped that Anglos will accept cul-
tural differences as positive counfefweigﬁ%s to social con-
formity and bland homogeﬁeity and see the Chicano as a ré-

freshingly unique individual‘réther than as a threat.



CHAPTER X
CONCLUSIONS AND A NOTE ON FUTURE RESEARCH

Few will agrue that the role and influence of the Chi-
cano in American history has not been distorted and ignored,
~ Chitano and culturally-aware Anglo scholars are reappraising
past misconceptions to form a clearer interpretation of the
mazion's multi-ethnic heritage., While angry polemics such

assChicano Manifesto by Armando B, Rendon add little of a

constructive nature to the‘study of history, work by others
. sueh. as Ernesto Galarza and Julian Samora is exhibiting a
suaceessful blend of cultural pride and honest, critical
amﬁoiarship.l

iﬁ fictional literature Mexicans and Chicanos have
‘Haan:caricatured by Anglo writers who seldom treated them
ass realistic, belieyable characters, Until recently, the
Chixano, imbued with an oral tradition, did not write about
himself; hence; Angio~drawn portraits of defeated, mistreated,

windious or tragi-comic figures were widely accepted.2

1Rendon, Chicano Manifesto (New York: The Macmillan
0x,,, 1971): See Ernesto Galarza, lMerchants of Labor: The
Méxican Bracero Story (Santa Barbara:s IicMNally and Loftin,
19f6) and Julian Samora, La Raza: Forgotiten Americans
(Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 1971),

2Edward Simmen, The Chicano: From Caricature to Self-
Buptrait (New York: New American Library, 1971), pp. 16-7,
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Anglo vision of the Mexican has been filtered through
prejudices against Catholicism, darkef peoples and culturél
differences, A negative stereotype similar to the leyenda
negra image of the Spanish in Latin America depicted the
Mexican as cruel, unclean, sensuous, cowardly, technologi-
cally-backward, morbid and mongrel.3 Not until Chicano
anthors created characters out of their own experiences were
believable Mexican Americans portrayed in fictimnal works,
The first "Chicano novél," Pocho by José Antonio Villarreal,
was: published in 1959, an indication of the newness of Chi—
cano..literature, A decade »passed beforé a second major no-
veiiémerged, Richard Vasquez' angry Chicano. Currently,
Chicanos aré contribﬁting to éll types of literature and
greatly aiding in the correction of erroneous 'interpreta-
tions of Chicano behavior.4

In the Pacific Northwest, the Chicano has thus far not
figured in historical or fictional writing, Standard treat-
meats of Northwest historj by Hubert Howe Bancroft, Robert
'QantWell, George Fuller, Stewart Holbrook, Dorothy Johansen

and’ Charles Gates, David Lavender, Fred. Lockley, Earl

3Cecil Robinson, ed., With the Eérs of Strangers: The
Mexican in American Literature (Tucson: University of Ari-
zona Press, 1963), p. Vvii,

bPocho (New York: Anchor Books, 1970); Chicano (New

York: Avon Books, 1970); See Philip D. Ortego, "The Chicano
Renaissance,” in Chicano Studies, ed. by Duran and Bernard,
and Gerald Haslam, "Por la Causa: Iexican-American Litera-
ture,” College English, XXXI (April, 1970), 695-709.

et e

o,
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Pomeroy and Sidney Warren fogefher-contain less than one page
total pertaining to Spanish-speaking peoples other %han the
early voyagers.5 The journal literature is equally barren of
references to Mexicans or Chicanos, although far more arcane
and: esoteric subjects are treated.

Admittedly, the role of Spanish~-speakers between the
early explorations of the sixteenth century and the influx
of migratory workers after World War II was slight; however,
they were not totally absent from Oregon as most commenta-
tors would seem to imply., The point is not to deny the very
dominant role of the Anglo-American in settling the North-
west, but rather to recognize the diverse cultural history
of the area: Spanish,'Russian, French, English, Oriental,
Native American, Black and ChicaﬁoAto nane a few influences,

European ethnic groups have continued to proclaim and
celebrate their cultural heritages: the Germans at Verboort
and Mt, Angel, the Finns at Astoria, Ruésians at Woodburn

and Scandinavians at Junction City. Chicanos, although

5H. H, Bancroft, History of Oregon, Vol, II (1888});
Cantwell, The Hidden Northwest (1972); ruller, A History of
the Pacifiq Northwest (1958); Holbrook, Far Corner (1952);
Johansen and Gates, Empire of the Columbia (1957); Lavender,
Land of Giants (1958); Lcckley, Historv of the Columbia
River Vallev (1928); Pomeroy, The Pacific Slope (1995);
Warren, Farthest Frontier (1949), See Bibliography-5ooks
for full citations. These works are cited as better known
examples of Northwest histcrical writing, but many more
were examined and could be equally well offered as negative
evidence, As far as unpublished material, Erasmo Gamboa's
study of the Yakima Valley ("Chicancs in the Northwest: A
- Historical Perspective," University of Washington, 1971)
seems to be the only work of even marginal relevance,
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"migrants from within the United States, should be viewed
within the multi—ethnic moséic of Nofthwest history. They
are the most'recent of a long.line of immigrants desiring
acceptance as equals and the right to retain values and
practices appropriate to their culture, The economic con=-
tribution of the Chicano to the state has been great, and
the potential cultural input should 5roaden and enrich the
lives of all Oregonians, All facets of a full community
Iife are présent in Oregon's Chicano poﬁulatiop, econonic,
social, educational, political, religious and cultural, It

only remains for Anglos to put aside ethnocentrism, and

for both Chicanos and Anglos to extend the hand of brother- -

hood and cooperation,

The dearth of standard historical source material
relative to Spanish~-speaking people in Oregon required
heavy reliance upon oral research, interviews, conversa-
tions and speeches, Bilinguality was not an absolute pre=
requisite, but it helped in establishing credibility: as
one: with an understanding and appreciation of Chicano values,

The original research pian included a bilingual ques=-
tionnaire to measure attitudes in such areas as discrimina-
tinn. and education, but it proved to be a greater hindrance
than an aid as respondents were uniformly negative toward
£illing them out. As one man put it, "People are tired of
questionnaires.” ‘The reluétance to complete the brief form

may reflect a number of factors: a preference for oral

,'n, A Sl o b A el XY
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‘eammunication, distrust or suSpiciop o; the manner in which
the data would be utilized or dislike of standardized, anon-
ymaus forms that seem to typify Anglo bureaucracies, If
questionnaires are used in future research,(aé they undoubt-
edly will be), it is advisable that they be administered by
‘Chicanos perferably on behalf of Chicano organizations,

Chicanosiwefe generally receptive to interviews, al-
tibough initial suspicion was sometimes evident until rap-
part had been échieved. For the most part; cooperation was
emthusiastic and cbmplete‘once assurances were made that
tie study would in no way harm la raza and might conceivably
e of benefit, Cultural sensitivity is vital to the Anglo
sciglar, but unquestionably Chicano researchers could con-
duct interviews in gfeater depth because of the confianza
etween carnales,

Further research into all aspects éf Chicano life in
the Northwest is necessary to attain a more complete under-
sﬁaﬁﬂing of the motives and processes involved in the migra-
tder northward, The role of the Catholic Church, not treated
im #his study, should be examined as that institution con-
timues to exert a strong influenée upon most Chicénos.

Loral newspaper, county and city records and oral sources
sthanld yield further data for examination and consideration,
The depth and divérsity of Oregon's Chicano community holds
axw&alth of material for analysis, by the Anglo for ;ultural
breadening, and by the Chicano for the enhanced understanding

aff &elf.made possible by an historical perspective,
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SOURCES CONSULTED .
I BIBLIOGRAPHIES AND GUIDES

Corwin, Arthur M, "Mexican-American History: An Assess-
ment," Pacific Historical Review, XLII (August, 1973),
269"'308 .

Johnson, John J,, ed. The lexican American: A Selected and
Annotated Bibliographv, Stanford: Center for Latin
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University of Houston Libraries. Mexican-Americans: A
Selected Bibliography, Houston: 1972,

L}

The: tibliography edited by John Johnson contains by far the :
best: annotations, Jordan's more current and varied coverage

is marred by spelling and citation errors and unanalytical
ammotations; however, it does provide the broadest listing

of sources. The University of Houston publication is com-

plete but unannotated, and the articles by Corwin and Padilla

are useful critiques.
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Woodburn, June 19, 1974 (Interview).
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César Chivez, Mt, Angel, June 24, l97¢ (Interview),

Flores Fischman, Irma; - Equal Employment Opportunity

Specialist, Civil Service Commission, Portland, June
25, 1974 (Interv1ew).

Gallegos, Jos&, Save Colegio C&sar Chivez Trust Fund
Committee, Portland, May 15, 1974 (Speech, Conversation),

Gantenbein, Lydia. Communlty Youth Employment Coordinator,
Washington County, Hillsboro, June 20, 1974 (Interview).

Garcfa, Joe., Project Director, Title 1-M, Washington County,
“Hillsboro, June 17, 1974 (Inﬁerv1ew). '

Gollon, Teresa, Staff Secretary, Centro Chicano Cultural,
June 19, 1974 (Interview),

Johnson, Carla., Executive Director, Washington County

Community Action Organlzatlon, Hillsboro, June 26, 1974
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Grove, June 12, 1974 (Conversatlon)

Lee, JoAnn, Resource Teacher, Intermediate Education
Division, Hillsboro, June 12, 1974 (Interview),

Loera, Francisco. Director, Oregon Migrant Education Servmce
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(Numerous Conversations). '
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Portland, July 8, 1974 (Telephone Conversation),
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Interviews and cnnversations provided the most valuable
information for the study, and the strong oral tradition
of the Chicano adds weight to the importance of orazl sources.
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A11 publications except as noted: Salem,

Few state publications treat the Chicano except §n'the areas
of agriculture and education,  Chicano organizations have
few written documents, but output is increasing.

»
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Alvarez,.Salvador E, "The Legislative Struggle of the Farm-
workers," Voices: Readings from El Grito, Edited by
Octavio Ignacio Romano-V, Berkeley: Quinto Sol Pub-
lications, Inc., 1973. : B

Brunton, Anne, "The Chicano Migrants." Introduction to
' Chicano Studies: A Rezder, Edited by Livie Isauro
Duran and H, Russell ZBernard., New York: The Mac~
millan Co,, 1973.

Cdrdenss, Blandina; and Cirdenas, José A, "Chicano--Bright-
Eyed, Bilingual, Brown, and Beautiful," Today's Edu-
cation, LXII (February, 1973), 49-51,

Carter, Thomas P, "Mexican Americans: How the Schools Have
Failed Them," Introduction to Chicano Studies: A
Reader, Edited by Livie I, Duran and H, Russell

" Bernard., New York: The Macmillan Co., 1973.

Cayton, Herace R, "The Bitter Crop." Northwest Harvest:
A Regional Stock-taking, Edited by V. L., O, Chittick,
New York: The hMacmillan Co,, 1948,

'Gampton, Neville, "This Green Valley Isn't So Jolly."‘ New
' Republic, September 7, 1968, pp., 19-20,

Grebler, Leo; Moore, Joan W,; and Guzmé&n, Ralph C. "The Ebb
and Flow of Immigration." Introduction to Chicano
Studies: A Rezder, Edited by Livie I, Duran and H,
Russell Bernard, New York: The Macmillan Co,, 1973.

Guernsey, John, "Rise and Shine,"™ American Education, VI
(November, 1969}, 20-1.

Kaslam, Gerzld, "Por La Causa: Mexican-American Literature."
College English, XXXI (April, 1970), 695-709,

Henderson, Ronald W,; and Merritt, C. B, "Environmental
Backgrounds for Mexican-American Children With Dif-
ferent Potentials for School Success." Journal of .
Social Psvehology, LXXV (June, 1968), 101-6,

Hernfndez Alvarez, José, "A Demographic Profile of the
Mexican Immigration to the United States, 1910-1950."
gpurnzl of International Studies, VIII (July, 1966), °
4?1-9- . '
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" Lichtenstein, Marshall, "The Silent Majority." Oregon
American Civil Liberties Newsletter, XIII (Jan.,
1970) ] 3-:[?0

McWilliams, Carey, "Pachucos and the Zoot-Suit Riots.”
Introduction to Chicano Studies: A Reader, Edited
by L, I, Duran and H, R, Bernard New York: The
Macmlllan. 1973, : ‘

Martinez, Thomas M, "Advertising and Racism: The Case of
the Mexican-American." Voices: Readings from El
Grito, Edited by Octavio I, Romano~V, DBerkeley:
Quinto Sol Publications, Inc., 1973.

Montiel, Miguel, "The Social Science Myth of the Mexican-
"Americans,” Voices: Readings from El Grito, Edited
by Octavio I, Romano-V, Berkeley: Quinto Sol Publi-
cations, Inc., 1973. '

Maore, Joan W, "Colonialism: The Case- of the Mexican
ﬁgericans." Social Problems, XVII (Spring, 1970),
3“72' : .

N e

Moreno, Steve, "Problems Related to Présent:Testiﬁg Instru-

ments.," Voices: Readings from El Grito, Edited by
Octavio I, Romano-V, Berkeley: Quinto Sol Publica-
tions, Inc.,, 1973. : .

Ortego, Philip D, "The Chicano Renaissance." Introduction
1o Chicano Studies: A Reader, Edited by L, I, Duran
and H, R, Bernard., DNew York: The Macmillan Co,,

1973.

Ramfrez-III, Manuel. "The Relationship of Acculturation to
" Educational Achievement." Voices: PReadings from El
Grito, Edited by Octavio I, Romano-V, Berkeley:
Quinto Sol Publications, Inc., 1973,

Rendon, Armando B, "Chicano Culture in a Gabacho World,"
Introduction to Chicano Studiess A Reader, Edited
by L. I. Duran and H. R, Bernard. New York:s The
Macmillan Co,, 1973, :

Romano-V, Octavio Ignacio, "The Anthropolegy and Sociology
of the Mexican-Americans." Voices: Readings from El
Grito, Edited by 0, I. Romano-V, Berkeley: Quinto
Sol Publications, Ine., 1973.

"Social Science, Objectivity, and the Chicanos."
Voices: Readings from El Grito, Edited by 0. I.
Romano-V, Berkeley: Quinto Sol Publications, Inc.,

1973.
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Social Science Quarterly, LI (June, 1971), "The Mexican~
American People: A Review Symposium,® :

Sotomayor, Marta, "Mexican American Interaction with Social
Systems," La Causa Chicana: The bMovement for Justice,
Edited by Margaret B, Mangold., New York: Family
Services Association of America, 1971. '

- Wentworth, Edward N, "Eastward Sheep Drives from Califprnia
and Oregon," Mississivpi Valley Historical Review,
XXVIII (March, 1942), 507-38,

The most perceptive and thought-provoking journal literature
is being written by Chicano scholars, While activist
writing often violatesthe principles of objectivity and
scholarship, it does prompt the Anglo to reexamine his own
viewpoint more critically. The readings edited by Duran
and Bernard and Romano-V are the best published to date.

Yoo

C. UNPUBLISHED MATERIALS

Forbes, Jack D. Mexican-Americans: A Handbook for Educa-
tors, (Reprint by permission of rar West Laboratory
for Educational Research and Development, Berkeley,
1968, mimeographed). :

Gamboa, Erasmo. "Chicanos in the Northwest: A Historical
Perspective." (Paper presented at the Chicano Studies
Institute, University of Washington, Seattle, 1971:
mimeographed reprint, May, 1973.)

Hight, Robert M.; Smith, Joyce B,; Maxwell, Evelyn F.; and
White, Carla G, "Communication Barriers Between
White Social Work Students and Black and Chicano
Clients."” (Study for the School of Social Work,
Portland State University, 1973).

D. NEWSPAPERS

Hillsboro Argus,

Centro Chicano Cultural, (Woodburn).

Woodburn Independent,

Oregon Journal, (Portland)., °*
Oregonian, (Portland). . ..

e W o B i
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The Rural Tribune.{Hillsboro),

The Vancuard, (Portland State University).

La Voz Unida, (Portland).

‘The title of the Gamboa article is misleading for he treats
only the Yakima Valley in Washington; however, his con-
clusions are likely valid for the Hood River Valley of
Oregon as well, The paper by the Portland State University
students makes a strong case for the need for cultural sen-
sitivity, ‘

- The only newspapers indexed for research are the Oregonizn
and Oregen Journal, Researchers willing to spend the time
would' likely find material in local papers in many Oregon
communities, The bilingual press contains the most com-
plete coverage of Chicano events and viewpoints,

-
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MEXICAN IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES, 1820-1973

PERIOD IMMIGRANTS
1820-30 . L,817
1830~40 6,599
1840-50 3,271
1850-60 3,078
1860-70 2,191
1870-80 5,162
1880-90 1,913
1890-1900 971
1900-10 Ly, 642
1910-20 219,004
1g20-30 459,287
1930-40 22,319
1940-50 60,589
1950-60 299,811
1961-65 228,401
1966 47,217
1967 43,034
1968 kh,716
1969 b5, 748
Ig7a it 821
Ig7l 50,324
Ig72 64,209
1373 70,411
EOTAL 1,777,536
SQURCE: Immigration and Naturalization Service, Annual

Report, 1973, pp. 53-55.
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NUMBER OF BRACEROS ADMITTED FOR TEMPORARY
WORK IN U. S. AGRICULTURE,

- 1942-1967
CALENDAR YEAR NUMBER ADMITTED

1942 k,203
1943 - . 52,098
1944 62,170
1945 . b9, 454
1946 . , 32,043
1947 : 19,632
1948 35,345
1949 o 107,000
1950 : , 67,500

" 1951 ‘ 192,000
1952 - 197,100
1953 - : 201,380
1954 ‘ 309,033
1955 | ; 398,650
1956 ' . 445,197
1957 436,049
1958 432,857
1959 ' - h37,643
1960 315,846
1961 291,420
1962 ' 194,978
1963 - "186,865
1964 | 177,736
1965 20,284
1966 ' 8,647
1967 6,125

SQURCE: Leo Grebler, et zl,, "The Ebb and Flow of Immigra-
tinn," in Introduction to Chicano Studies: A Reader
ed, by L.I,Duran and H, R. Bernard (New York: The
Macmillan Co., 1973), p. 216,
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RANKING OF STATES USING NIGRANT FARMWORKERS

NATIONAL RANKING BY STATE

o)
b
=2
>

STATE

|

California
Texas
Michigan
Florida
Oregon
Ohio
Washington
New York
Wisconsin
" Arizona

QW O~ N Lo

|

NATIONAL RANKING BY COUNTIES

o
b
2.
=

|

COUNTY, STATE

Monterey, California
Fresno, California
Kern, California

Dade, Florida

Sandusky, Ohio

Berrien, Michigan

San Joaquin, California
Marion, Oregon

Palm Beach Florida

D OO~ N Lo o -

RANKING BY OREGON COUNTIES

>
[y
=
=

COUNTY

Marion
Wasco
Yamhill
Clackamas
" Polk
Malheur
Hood River
Washington
Linn
Jackson

O\ O~J MR Wi+ ]

|

TOTAL

- 133,386

96,304
83,696

77,159
43:233

- 32,583

31,257
29,280
19,687
19,292

61,128
Ly, 582
25,528
12,580
11,900
111117
11,028
10,700
10,000

-3
o
=
o
L

HEDNDNDNDWEONO

SOURCE: U, S, Senate Sub-Committee Report on Mlgratcry

Labor, 1969,



1972
971 -
1970
1969
1968
1967
1966
1965
196k
1963
1962
1961

*}ncludes foreign workers,

SQURCE:

Total
23,725

26,934
32,179
35,896
33,203
36,353
37,820
31,880
%31,846
*34,920
*36,650

%34 160

Department of Human Resources, Oregon State

Emplcyment Service, Annual Rural Manpower

APPENDIX
'~ PABLE IV

MAY THROUGH OCTOBER

Local

19,564

. 20,941

25,544
28,128
25,425
26,990
27,549
23,285

- 23,108

24,610

25,572

24,453

(82,5%)
(77.7%)
(79.4%)
(78.3%)
(76.6%)
(74, 2%)

(72.8%)

(73.7%)
(72,6%)

(70.5%) .

(69.8%)

(71.6%)

Intrastate
Migratory

1,304
1,097
1,457
1,399
1,458
1,546
1,415
1,297
1,565
1,527
1,587

Report, 1971, p. 11, 1972, p., 78.
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AVERAGE SEASONAL FARM EMPLOYMENT:REPORTED MID~MONTH,

Interstate
Migratory

3,073
4,689
5,538
6,311
6,379
7,905
8,725
7,180
7,410

8,734
9,475

8,064

(12,9%)
(17.4%)
(17.2%)
(17.6%)
(19.2%)
(21,7%)
(23.1%)
(22,5%)
(23.3%)
(25.0%)
(25,8%)
(23.6%)
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TABLE V 101
WILLAMETTE VALLEY STRAWBERRY HARVEST
SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT AND ACRES
REPORTED JUNE 15, 1967-1972
YEAR LOCAL MIGRATORY ACRES
1967 55,000 11,000 12,300
1968 51,000 8,000 11,900
1969 63,000 7,000 11,500
1970 - K6,000 . 7,000 10,600
1971 28,000 5,000 9,900
1972 - 39,000 4,000 7,000
1973 est, 7,000
TABLE VI
WILLAMETTE VALLEY POLE BEAN HARVEST
SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT AND ACRES
REPORTED AUGUST 15, 1967-1972
WORKERS
YEAR - LOCAL MIGRATORY ACRES
1967 , k7,000 9,500 10,100
1968 51,000 9,000 11,200
1969 39,000 - 6,500 8,900
1970 : 40,000 5,500 7,600
1971 31,000 5,000 5,200
1972 12,500 2,000 3,200
1973 est. '

SOURCE: Department of Human Resources, Oregon State
Employment Service, Annual Rural Manpower
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. APPENDIX
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA BY COUNTY
TABLE VIII
CLACKAIMAS
POPULATION
TOTAL : . SPANISH LANGUAGE PER CENT S L
PLACE OF BIRTH - '
OREGON . OTHER STATE . | ABROAD
o ' RESIDENCE IN 1965 : (
OREGON . .. OTHER STATE ABROAD
1,186 L ..o 30 T ko
MALE o FEMALE
20,1 . - . - S 2007
: EDUCATION: MALES AGE 25 AND OVER
MEDIAN YEARS COMPLETED PER CENT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
12,3 v 61
MEDIAN INCOME ($)
CAUCASIAN : | SPANISH LANGUAGE
11,995 : 10,508 :
- FAMILY INCOME (%) -
COME . CAUCASIAN SPANISH LANGUAGE
. |
0633999 - | 9.79 15.50 :
k
44000-5,999 7,95 . 5,08 E
64000-11,999 42.27 . 46.00 ¥
125000 AND OVER 39,99 33,42 3
FAMILIES BELOW POVERTY LEVEL |
TOTAL SPANISH LANGUAGE PER CENT S L |
. . i
2,841 62 2,19 f

PER CENT OF ALL SPANISH LANGUAGE FAMILIES BPL

14,1
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APPENDIX
DEMOCRAPHIC DATA BY COUNTY
TABLE IX
JACKSON
‘ POPULATION (
TOTAL : . SPANISH LANGUAGE PER CENT S L
941533 ‘ ] 1:571 . (' 1*66
; ~ PLACE OF BIRTH '
OREGON =~ =~ - . OTHER STATE | ABROAD
7 N S 7 A 167
P . RESIDENCE IN 1965 R
OREGON - - . OTHER STATE o ABROAD
721 Lo "?fif??:;uzs c Lo L2k
. | MEDIAN AGE |
MALE o T - FEMALE
21,6 | o o 18,8
EDUCATION: MALES AGE 25 AND OVER
MEDIAN YEARS COMPLETED PER_CENT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
11,2 39
‘ MEDIAN INCOME ($)
CAUCASIAN . , SPANISH LANGUAGE
9648 - ' - 8937
| FAMILY INCOME (%) ‘
INCOME ($) CAUCASIAN SPANISH LANGUAGE
0-13,999 " , - 16,88 20,58
k,000-5,999 12,84 o 1h,20
6,000-11,999 B 5,43 . ‘ 34,78
12,000 AND OVER 24,85 : 30,44
| ' FAMILIES BELOY POVERTY LEVEL
TOTAL ‘ SPANISH LANGUAGE  PER CENT S L
2,528 - 42 1,66

PER CENT OF ALL SPANISH LANGUAGE FAMILIES BPL

12,2



TOTAL
50,021

OREGON
485

OREGON
681

MALE
21,0

MEDIAN YEARS COMPLETED

- APPENDIX
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA BY COUNTY

TABLE X
KLAMATH
POPULATION

 SPANISH LANGUAGE
1,281
PLACE OF BIRTH
OTHER STATE

623

RESIDENCE IN 1965
OTHER STATE

, 313
MEDIAN AGE

EDUCATION: MALES AGE 25 AND OVER

12,3

CAUCASIAN
94746

INCOME ($)
0‘3»999
41000‘5v999

6,000-11,999
12,000 AND OVER

TOTAL
1,328

104

PER CENT S L
2,56

ABROAD
133

ABROAD
105

FENALE
21,3

PER CENT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

' MEDIAN INCOME ($)

FAMILY INCOME (%)
CAUCASTAN

14,40
12,68
46,61
26.31

FAMILIES BELOW POVERTY LEVEL

67

SPANISH LANGUAGE

8,946

SPANISH LANGUAGE

SPANISH LANGUAGE
- 31

17.67

k,95
56,89
20,49

PER CENT S L
2,33

PER CENT OF ALL SPANISH LANGUAGE FAMILIES BPL

11.0
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APPENDIX

DEMOGRAPHIC DATA BY COUNTY
TABLE XI .
" LANE
POPULATION
TOTAL . . SPANISH LANGUAGE PER CENT S L
PLACE OF BIRTH ’
OREGON OTHER STATE - ABROAD
925 - : © 1,280 .- 208
. | RESIDENCE IN 1965 .
OREGON | . OTHER STATE ABROAD
1400 . 654 . : , 91
R MEDIAN AGE - . v
MALE o . - . FEMALE
21,0 K o - - 19.9
. EDUCATION: MALES AGE 25 AND OVER
MEDIAN YEARS COMPLETED PER_CENT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
12.5 . 70
' MEDIAN INCOME ($)
CAUCASIAN SPANISH LANGUAGE
10,528 9.700
FAMILY INCOME (%)

INCOME ($) _ CAUCASIAN SPANISH LANGUAGE
0-3,999 . 13.41 ' 14,05
4,000-5,999 10,43 : 12,21
6,000-11,999 k6,06 - 45,82
12,000 AND OVER 30,10 27.92

FAMILIES BELOW POVERTY LEVEL
TOTAL - SPANISH LANGUAGE PER CENT S L

PER CENT OF ALL SPANISH LANGUAGE FAMILIES BPL

9.2
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APPENDIX

DEMOGRAPHIC DATA BY COUNTY
TABLE XII
LHEUR
POPULATION
TOTAL . . . SPANISH LANGUAGE © PER CENT S L
23,165 S 2,546 . 10,99
, ' PLACE OF BIRTH - '
OREGON OTHER STATE " . ABROAD
60% 1,450 : o277
5 | RESIDENCE IN 1965 .
- OREGON : OTHER STATE AEROAD
Lz - - 579 - 34
L o MEDIAN AGE
MALE T - . - . FEMALE
16.5 | . ; o 14,5
o EDUCATION: MALES AGE 25 AND OVER ‘
MEDIAN YEARS CONMPLETED PER_CENT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
6.1 - 21
L MEDIAN INCOME ($)
CAUCASIAN ' » , SPANISH LANGUAGE
E'}Wzg . ) 5’871
' FAMILY INCOME (%) |
COME CAUCASIAN SPANISH LANGUAGE
0=3,999 19,90 | 40,08
k,000-5,999 15.99 | 31,82
€,000-11,999 k2,58 ) 18,60
12,000 AND OVER 21,53 . . 9,50
FAMILIES BELOW POVERTY LEVEL o |
FOTAL . SPANISH LANGUAGE PER CENT S L
919 ' 212 23.1

PER CENT OF ALL SPANISH LANGUAGE FAMILIES BPL
' 43.8
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APPENDIX

DEMOGRAPHIC DATA BY COUNTY
| TABLE XIII
MARION
POPULATION
TOTAL - : - SPANISH LANGUAGE PER CENT S L
151,309 b,215 299
PLACE OF BIRTH ‘
OREGON - OTHER STATE - ABROAD
1,027 2,307 - 546
| RESIDENCE IN 1965 |
OREGON OTHER STATE ABROAD
2,262 ‘ 959 ) - 38
, MEDIAN AGE .
MALE | ‘ S , FEMALE
' EDUCATION: MALES AGE 25 AND OVER '
. MEDIAN YEARS COMPLETED PER_CENT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
- 8.4 - 35
- MEDIAN_INGOME (3)
CAUCASIAN | ' SPANISH LANGUAGE
9,986 : , 6,909
‘ FAMILY INCOME (%)
INCOME ($) CAUCASIAN SPANISH LANGUAGE
0-3,999 _ 16.12 ' 2767
" 4,000-5,999 | 11,32 ' 18,85
6,000-11,999 h2,66 ) 42,78
12,000 AND OVER 29.90 / ‘ 10,70
- FAMILIES BELOW POVERTY LEVEL
TOTAL SPANISH LANGUAGE PER_CENT S L
3,708 197 . . 5.31

PER CENT OF ALL SPANISH LANGUAGE FAMILIES BPL
26.3
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APPENDIX
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA BY COUNTY
TABLE XIV
MULTNOMAH
POPULATION | |
TOTAL SPANISH LANGUAGE PER CENT S L
556,667 8,356 1.50
C PLACE OF BIRTH R
OREGON OTHER STATE ABROAD
2,900 3,697 1,220
h RESIDENCE IN 1965
OREGON OTHER_STATE ABROAD
by 747 1,693 389
’ MEDIAN AGE -
MALE ‘ , FEMALE
23.0 . . 22,1
EDUCATION: MALES AGE 25 AND OVER
MEDIAN YEARS COMPLETED PER_CENT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
12,3 62
MEDIAN INCOME ($)
CAUCASIAN SPANISH LANGUAGE
11,747 v L 10,435
FAMILY INCOME (%) .
INCOME ($) CAUCASIAN. SPANISH LANGUAGE
0-3,999 11.88 12,55
4,000-5,999 9436 10.85
6,000-11,999 k1,22 47,87
12,000 AND OVER 37.54 28,73

TOTAL
10,773

FAMILIES BELOW POVERTY LEVEL

SPANISH LANGUAGE
233

PER _CENT S L
2.16

PER CENT OF ALL SPANISH LANGUAGCE FAMILIES BPL

12,3
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| APPENDIX |
'DEMOGRAPHIC DATA BY COUNTY
TABLE XV
£ WASHINGTON
o POPULATION
TOTAL . : . SPANISH LANGUAGE " PER_CENT S L
157,920 | 2,457 | 1,56
/ PLACE OF BIRTH R -
OREGON OTHER STATE : ABROAD
695 . 1,302 - 256
$ RESIDENCE IN 1965 '
OREGON - OTHER STATE ABROAD
14227 ' 675 81
- | MEDIAN AGE ‘
MALE . . . FENMALE
- 19,5 ' ' R . 17.4
| EDUCATION: MALES AGE 25 AND OVER
MEDIAN YEARS COMPLETED PER_CENT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
11,8 - | g
, MEDIAN INCOME ($) 4
CAUCASIAN , SPANISH LANGUAGE
12,983 , ‘ 10,009
» | FAMILY INCOME (%) A
INCOME ($) ' CAUCASIAN SPANISH LANGUAGE
0-3,999 T4 14,11
4,000-5,999 6,97 ' 10,89
6,000-11,999 39.13 ) h2,94
12,000 AND OVER. %6,16 ' 32,06
~ EAMILIES BRLOW POVERTY LEVEL |
TOTAL SPANISH LANGUAGE PER CENT S L
1,909 48 2.52

PER_CENT OF ALL SPANISH LANGUAGE FAMILIES BPL

10,4
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DEMOGRAPHIC DATA BY COUNTY
' TABLE XVI

YANMHILL
POPULATION

TOTAL - : . SPANISH LANGUAGE PER CENT S L

' 40,213 1,193 2,97
‘ PLACE OF BIRTH ‘

- OREGON OTHER STATE ABROAD

242 - 708 ' : ‘ 86

o RESIDENCE IN 1965 ,

OREGON OTHER STATE ~ ABROAD
534 S 363 ﬁ - 28
- : ‘ : ' MEDIAN AGE S

MALE : o FEMALE

- EDUCATION: MALES AGE 25 AND OVER
MEDIAN YEARS COMPLETED PER_CENT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
10.1 38
| MEDIAN INCOME ($)
CAUCASIAN ' SPANISH LANGUAGE
9.873 ' 8,127
FAMILY INCOME (%) ,

INCOME ($) CAUCASIAN SPANISH LANGUAGE
0-3,999 16,91 21,25
%,000-5,999 o 1326 20.29
'6,000-11,999 42,36 | 50,10

12,000 AND OVER 27.47 18,36

‘ FAMILIES BELOW POVERTY LEVEL |

TOTAL SPANISH LANGUAGE PER CENT S L

PER CENT OF ALL SPANISH iANGUAGE FAMILIES BPL
' 26,2
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TABLE XVII-

PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS WITH MORE THAN ONE
HUNDRED SPANISH-SPEAKING STUDENTS

FALL, 1972
~  SPANISH~SPEAKING
COUNTY/DISTRICT STUDENTS  PER_CENT TEACHERS
~ Jackson o , B
‘ Medford 549C ) 125 1.2 . . .0
Klamath - ‘ ‘ | ' :
Klamath County 104 1.5 . -0
" Lane . ' ‘ :
Malheur ; : ;. B ‘;- R
- -Ontario 8C : 363 - 13.1 1
Marion _ . o o
Jefferson 143 109 -o12.1 0
North Marion 15 ‘ 171 - 13,6 1
Salem - ) : 162 2,1 1
- Woodburn - 294 14,9 6
Multnomah ' ‘
Portland 786 1.1 - 8
Polk A : o .
Central 13J 268 10.8 -1
‘Washington o e -
Forest Grove 198 - k.9 1
Hillsboro 105 2.6 0
Beaverton © 101 0.5 -5
' STATE TOTALS: ‘ 6,541 1.4 66
(0.3%)

SOURCE: Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Office
for Civil Rights, Directory of Public Elementary and
Secondary Schools in Selected Districts: Enrollment
and Staff by Raclal/Ethnic Groupn, 1972, pp. 1137-57.
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