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THE RORSGHAGH TEST WITH CHILDREN BROM TWO 10 DY YRARS OLD
INTRODUCTION

‘e devolepment of the ink~blot .ue o psychological toel hes tekéen a
thousand years (3§)s The Rérachach, & formsl slinicel representetive of
this heritages is a produst of this"testing age” end hes been extensively
used with shildrén. This han nogessitated esrtnin.modificaiions pf prdcedurs
and gnalyeis whish have besn echieved by move or less intuitive, non-sysiem-
atic muthods, The most pevtinent questicns soncerning the Rovpshedh test
with adults alec epply io ghildren. Thewe guestions incinde the merry-gdi-
round of peoring possibilitiess “@linicai®y intuidive (2€)3 objestive end
in tormp of formel gategories (e 14)3 poyshemetris, utilising n vest mmber
_of rating eoales (35). ~
, "Rorschachers® do not oven ugres af to what sort of persenslity picture
ie provided on the bedie of the test, Rovschech (25)y Oberhelser end Beok (1),
with & poyéhoanelytic orientationss -empley the test ms sn iustrment providing
s dynemis equilidrium of the forees involved in personality, Kiopfer {3s 18)
insists that theoriss of personality form en undesivadls besis for the tasd
end profers to think in terms of an equilibrium o€ perscheliiy funoiions,

The resenyth whizh the Rorsthueh method hes stimuleied on young childwen
has been sopeoially hendiceppesd by mm slmost ampim‘ iaok of noymative studiess
lack of uniformity in sdministration, weoring, end anmswg end n mysitienml
oult Of gevotecs uoing the tesd iw o mm a}’b‘igw'm muﬁaiity study.

The purpoés of this paper 15 %e *-rﬁiw the 13.tm%ux~e w brder to organize
what is knoeny and 15 dimouss hcw this kncvladga is moﬁ.
NEGESSITY FOR USE WITH, émm{m@ ;

‘Clinicians have used the Runmeh m Mebﬁlﬁm Jnsausq it iv
often "aifficult $o differentinte botwess rore’ mviwma!*é!%‘ﬁwrbamw
and the beginning of o personality defaméti‘sn“iﬁ one haq 'Efs* £8ly on obaey=
vations 6F the bshevior of young Mém.(glg e I.). There are often

&
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disgreponoien bebtwotn the seriouness 0f the behbwior and the sériousness
of the distuybanes, Tho Roymghesh hes Been found to tell what is opersting
in cortain cases but not ghy or how (§). The fast ket the Bersshach ig
uged with children gsers to Ye necessity enough end 4% is ont this esswption
of nesd for the tabb that thie puper i besed,
DEVELOPMENT IN CHILD OF ABILITY TO HESPOND TO TEET

The use ¢2 tho Rorstheoh with preschool children is iimitdd by develeping
verbal ability. There sppeess t0 bo & ssquentiel developiunt of verisin types
of vespomees %o the inkblots whieh ‘ers fairly wiform iu eur sulture (£ 8o &7
26). -The esrlicst yusponsss erc eloeglesl repebitions of a singls word sueh
8o ¥dat", ®tyree¥y or "doggle® G the stimulus. This persoveration, or “magie
vepedition® (1) sccure Piux sbout twe to four yeery of age. Thé word chesem
for vepatition moy or Bay not have sny prelutionship $o the stimulus proparbien
of tho £irsd savdy and may bo limited o es Pov ns Pour carde, ‘The vbry yhumg
child may also rajeut geyde and this is considsred o typieal weastion patterm
4% thyee o mory of tha ten oexds ave réjestsds In & eomprohiensive review of
the 1itéermturs Budm {31) finds that négetive performands in ferdtuin sitvations
1¢ n sovmed yooebitn s shidren undey four years of agds Confabuiation umd
gontemingtion eve Normal Loy childrens It id quits ohwicns thnt ehen e ¢hild
eplbye responses which eye unrelated to the stimuing properties of the sarde
¢that seoring i dpossible end anelyeds fs inferentisl.

Betwoen the -ages of four and six thers is sn inoreess in the numbsr of
objects seen (£), The quolity of the responess greduslly $mproves frem §s
to F ¥ (2)s end the mmber of ¥ end O fnerecss {J)e In gemersl tovms whet
hoppens iz thet from the initisl prelogical soloy &p objeed numing snd peps
severation ‘the patiern vlowly takes on chavepterisiies whidh sws move Sengruous
to adult expeetationse This has been gonfimmed by em 18 year lengitudinel
gtudy by HeFato and Oy (20
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AREAS OF STUDY: CRUCIAL AND DIFFICULT.
1% is AIFS10t1% $6 dimpads the Qote ©2 difforent iuveswbimstorn for
e varioty of veopons ehich will be dissussod sépareielys This nesassiiatss
gritioiem of individusl giudies 16 &etermine ths walus of eath vh ity ocwn
merits,

pig {4)s Some evildren menticn
severel parts of tho blsd Wub péally see the whole blet while ofhier seo
the separots paris. Differentiotion cen omly erics &s o resuld of 3 govaful
inquirye A&n éxemple of thio Lo on Cand VIITs refpomooi “animel climbing
over foeke®, This sould b8 seorsd us ono op tws recpommes depanding on the
blag of the investigators The resulting differancs in murber of ma’a‘s&@sw
mekon compariscn espotiolly difPidnid wilk children whoso respondos nro uni% Mﬂfﬁ&ﬁﬁ
by satupetion emd yerdal abitty,

Movamsnts Thewe is lsck of elority in dolersiining vheh sonstitutes movimente
Thowe whe Polloy Becl (3)s and Rozsehenk {£8) sonsidoy eniy humey setivity =8
movement while the equaliy nuiersus sdhorants of Kla;}i’ar‘ﬁnﬁ movement i
ghotuss axd parke of the anticty, This losk of uniformity pouses rseords and
etudies coorsd by mie sab of eyiterin o betdns mesningless whan strutinized

widsy 4@ Gther: Spme investigetors assitie there is no movement at ell in
¥acozdy of thildren below & certsin age {2B), 2nd apply the euphonicus title
of "dynamie form parcepi® T eover whet would be - lebled movement by anothevs
Ono sarefd study with adolesevents (1) oxists as tostimpny te the pousity
of pooulis thut een be gloensd £3om even the mert dilipent resecrsi o the
problpm,.

é defistongys The lask 6% ppomtansous axplefiobion by dhildrem o

on unekillsd inquiry cen lesd to d1fPiculty in lopatisu of respeuser, Thiw
in tuwn epentes differensces in percentege of Wy D, and DA esdegoriss (g, 30)e
There iz alss the danger that o young ohild will miswems o endwal op objeet  ( 2)y

%
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with the ensuing Shonge in acourssy of £orw perseption, The child’s yemuiks
afy ofyen waluable un Boshhor end ‘Halpern (2); et letst, doncider ¢liborate
evugdion an avtifest of Ancreseing age. Howsver, thers ars differenses i
how much weight is put on the remerks and what sort oF freme of refdrence
ig employed by tho éxaminors,

4. Colox snd ings Again interpretativs dicogreements ovey scoring sets
egories render o particular shoding responge or o G oy OF suspett of srbite
rory criteria nlthough the resulis in desoripition of personallity ery wory
sigmificant (2y 6)e

liffersmoosk Thils problem hos basn intensively investignted (65 34»
220 84, 30). Thp mosk vecent end deteilod etudy (§) 1o dlemeiricelly sppesed
in resulte to whrller studiss, The sonfusion is over quantity of responsess
and the ege at which verlous signs tend 16 appenys This ie probedly onse of
the mogt thoroughly investigeted areas and the results demomstrate thet no
one knows in Rorschesh terms which sex motuves most wapldly or hunetions
intellectunlly ot the eoriiest ages

pduirgs The mental procedure of six yeer 6ld childras has besn
investipgsted (B)s Thic dc cne of thé few studles using en adequate populzticn
of 242 ¢hildren end esteblishing nowms, Children of this ege spproach problems
in evoryday iife on the busis of overnll, undifferenticted qualities with a
mozhed luck of eppregistion of the veality smpests of the situitions These
shildren peen to have uneritical, umsnslytiosl ‘e‘im of the world in whigh
details cause ho goncern, Piegel’s{23) "synerstism”, o subjective screptanges
of relationships emong evénts theti is not werranted by foote meems 0 sube
gtantiate this study. No substentiating stddies exist.

7 Comtent: In this eres only resulis eppesy uniforsm, A and HY hold for
differsnt investigators {4y 85 8 ).
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Although dheso arees aie not all souress of difficulty they oppeor to bo
srveiel in wso of tho Rorgchdch with &ildrens
THE “NORMALY" RECORD
‘The problem evises as to whol constitutss enormal’ end whob o “poti-
ological? picture for this age groupe This 1s Pfurther eugmented by the lesk
of normse Paulsem (28} P 20) vocogrisés this vhen she sayos
*Thy vespons$ ab this age (6) ds qualitadively so different Prem
thet of @ 10 yeay old {probably evan 8 yeay 03d) ohildran ¢that
trte ucuslleriterin for differentiating beiween pothslogicel end
pormel cennot Ye teken tod 1iterelly.”
In terms of adult norps childrén under pever pive many®poeudo-psychdlis®
roopanses { 12 ) s contominetion end perseveration (17), PA% of 65 end many
OF and C yesponses (R} ure ususle Thers 4s iitdle M, few Py end mexy DV (g),
Cloorlys s Heptgmen end Mergulies peint out () thers are move"neurctis
elgns® 1 o younger grovp end these mudt be interpreted dn termu of deyel-
opmontal potternse Therefore; nerms must be estebliched for ehildrdu, pref-
erably for each half year. Buf there avrs no noimsy .end it cen bv concluded
thet 1t is difficult ¢o dezdribs a Pnormal® vecord. Thews eixsins only the
wnsyptemntized impressions of clinici..# (2, 18, 26) weviag their mogic wende,
and imeanting gver Mmpless patiéts,
TLINSTRATIVE STUDIES
These clinicianc differ, however, in htw sériously they teke themselves
end their avt, Gghechtel (5§) boliewes that 2ven the eaxlippt ropponses,
tho “pagic eepetition™of o two-y%ay 0ld gen bs effestively enelyseds She
Pocle that "with = child not yot acoustomed. fo vatalnging obiscts, with no
verbal -0liches or pattern to rely on, every set or recognifiom ie elso e
significant discovery” (265 pe 1)e These rekponses have an inventiye, wube
Jjeotive meening éndelthough fewer zre. more wcemprbmising, more parscnally
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pignigicant; #nd more revenling, Ac od empls of hor wethod she uses a
regord in whidh e child saw mountedns of different Golors on téth corde pu
typidal wass of perseveration of “magis repotidion®, Tho record fo anlysed
in teime of dynemic trerds, octult theorlesy and subjectivs revelations end
yislds o so=collod pevbonality plobure of the <hild, Besk ‘{&) aomsiders
thig %o be iwprescionfstic, v produdt of frec sesogistion. nsing fullacious
global vomparisongs

Richawde {24) esowmes tho Rorpuhoch provides o pmsitive reflection of
the sdjustment prosecs and on the basis of tvo vepes seye therp 4o o dynemically
shanging picture in which the constitudivhel dhabevteYistice ars highly vape
inble, This leavés mueh ¢ the imaginetion end Ifttle Yo the Rorschashe Thin
approsch 1s similar to thet of Sueres (JL) who otetes that the test penctrates
into the effoctive depacity, inner 1ifos énd condent of ihoughts No exsmplen
of just how this v dono with children ere {nsiuded and tho reader is 1afh to
wonder on the puture of the data; = presiso methods ubeds

Krugman (18] ic more tareful 4W Nér Glaims b fusiols het tho following
usey ars isportants &) as a acraé;ng devigey b) 68 on aid $o difforentiel dlog-
nosisy o) as ;n #id to determine intellectusl staius. whem pesychmmotrie £indinpe
gre in doubdy 4) to dotermine trantability of childg o) tc determine thé etatus
of child under therapys £) to provide a personality pioturs. This sord of gute
alog of slinical usse is merely the breskdewn into vefined teminaleg’;gthe
%g?ggggmsﬂam of theteshe It i & Satalog of inferences from elinjeal
#8383 without eny stetisticel treatment ¢f how vell these purpesse ove seyveds eud
how oftens One Buogess warrants inglusiony pnd Hovie zan dstermine failures.
It is o Kpugman's oredit thai she states in hof eonelusion thet eore must
be exevaited in wmeking judgments and thet the Rorschach should bs noed puiy

80 & basis for leads, As no records are included in this statement one
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st sesuns thed the apblele i o feliviivun ponbdination. of egile pemonship
end rosults obfoinel from inferamjial Profediireds

Seieshter and Uotts (57) end Kerr (13) both uges egfusl gugeo with Rorophash
rogords of the individuale. Although Kere's group wes boven ond slders tho
mothed ueed oen be 4llusireted by an wxamplod

Boso Hiatorys A 9% year 0l1d boy trief to strengle his sisters He hod
temper fentrums, wiiked in his slesp, und sibmmired. Hio
teaperoment wes aggrepsive, vein, pumnaciousy solltary,
entigocinle T.Qs T8

Rorschechi "Very emttionally vmstable and emoitable, He phows styong,
oppesition to the extérnsl worlds is defiont and combrocts
ive, end exosedingly aggrescivdss.litile evidence of being
cepable of affective sdaptation. He is ective wilh o etrong
desire foy itporbence. He probebly doeos gome hypochondylos
8l byooding, ...ezbratineive with eome wenewdlanzo to o
mania tYpossshb apponrs theerfuls His intelligence lc probe
ebly low® {13 pe Je

A tho pnelysic olong 4o includoed without tho aotusl vosord of yoopaiccs, ihe
roport is of vory Jittle values X3 reprosenis e gthesh of the Cesp Histdpy
and edds nothing o its I¥ the Rorschech Ls %o bo offeetive with ehildren
meroly tolling whnt the frots ago whean theéve FPects ave slvesdy Imowm is nod
cnough, Sshochier and Cotde (£7) working ten ysavs leisy produce tho wome
kind of article; and £ind emses 0 support epesific gontentions. They conélude
]
thot *the Rorschesh tegt 48 not the orscle of DAIp8L vhidh knows all and tellw
alI* (2%s pe 182} but in the next drenth continues *If thers iz o discropenay
in results thé Boyscheck may nob be desoived burt the poychologist is mors
13kely 1o bo* (2L po 183)

Locslislgtord (19) prosents coce historiss, Rorschach rocords; snd hep
snplycos of thens Sho it alse guided by®intultion” but the resdsr esn of le.ash
follow'shed she is doing sg cle inclhdes daitoria unbd 4n ssoring ond snalysiss
Hor work is qualified by the platement that the test % boeb used wikh childpau

over Bine years ¢lds
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Schager avd Loitoh (29) in en ssploretory etudy using o battery of
4ostn on 22 3-5 yoar old ¢hildren ke wlatements génserning vse of polor
ond perseverntion thed ars gomtyary to those of other investigntors {2 & 10
Thedr “signs” of pevers maledfusiment besowes in o differant populationg
quito noriinl, Arbddrary Golor. reopomsce such =y Spink liens®, color
neming, perseverstions and rigjections ﬁfhm ars tho “pimma®, Ford's
etatictios (8) from = popiletion ¢f 123'children indieete thet 457 o2
3 yoar oldsy 83% of four year olds, end B5% of £ive Faay olds uasd sclop
nsming completalys Her conclucion was ‘thed oybitrexy colés respomses ayo
ugually things with which the mymak shild of this age is sonceréicd, "ive
crean®y"hady Tibbon®s and in femtesy “pink ldone¥, Klbpfer ond Mavpulies (37)
end Sodlmer end Halperd (2) dmidl find perseversticn opd rejeobions park
o? the normel Jdevelopmental pettern for this nge groupe

Two Iowe: sfudien by Swifh (32s 33) point vp the-mors real ispues in=
¥olved. The welimbility of Rowschaoh coteporTes on prodchool ehildren (32)
wepo found o by highly wnriebles On testeretest withrthivty dey Antervel
tho reliebilitids wére fro .15 to 483 On teosteretost with tle Behn Rorothach
interponed. the relisbilitics were from .50 to .84 On iesterotozt with the
Behn the roliabilitios wore £yom =.06 to o84, @nd on test~retest afber ten
months the reliebilitics wers from .18 to «53. Thus on the fundementsls of
Rorsthech sooring with childran the rolisbilities are inconsistent. This
arizes es & resulisof some individusls beling very sconsistent while others
ghow extreme flustvations in performence fros tost to rotests. Tho Rorschashy
howsver, e tapring the unformed, developmeninl espotts of personclity oud
even these yresults indicete thnt when omne individuel 4s doing the sporing
relizbilitics cen be cxpecteds Owift (33} also compared teasher's deseriptioms
with Rorpeohach endlyses by Klopfor, She discovered thut 14 out of 80 déuld
be metched sorrectly, This wee considered significant by Chi-pguors techrique,

v

o= s Mhdeemiowa in onlv velid om very lavge groupss Oriticai Ratic
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would have boen a preferyed stetlstic, It iz not statsd whether Yetes®
sorrsction for continuity wos vseds The recoris were mstshed in six proups
5% $ive cosh moking chense, eghpement mpre probsbly them 4f all thiry hed
brey done i ono groupe

Young and Higglnbothus (34) dievfworsd that Rorschash samparisons with
bohavior werd dif2icult Yo weke, They were able to determine inmtellectunml
fumctionipg 6nd peychotdd trends (onp subjsot), but could not distinguish
emotional fuctors; neurctls tondencles; end generalized anxiwhy.

Blegml (22)s o begrtloug invenpigetors fourd thab the Rorschech wes useful
in confirming or contradsetive an pquivocnl psychistric ddegufiis. Howovers
this Pact feéve wdry 1iitle es my tenty exémbuetion; imprevsion, dase historyg
etoey would provide siquivelédt informaticie

If 18 additicn to h3es Hapter's (10)- enm}us;iens exo considersd v folrly
eepurato indlention of the practicnl velue of %ho Rorwchagh resuliz, She
finde the test wseful as & shogk oi oiher doste In estimeting intellipetes,
end thot 1t glves the gehorel fumctiotdnp lovel béatier then the Binet oy
Pogteuss 1% san wiesrth emitionsl gomflizé not observed in behavior durinmg
tho examination but oféen verified by teathers, With this sns & dasls mest
export Rorschechers wonld spreo (1, 18 35) snd sontirmie from thore with
individual preforainess

Sema substantietion Lz offeorod by Fexd (§) o thess tlinivel obserwwiious
tn Roysshach utllitys -She fizde thet four detersismmtbe, My Fdy 07y and G awm
agual Bined pooves, the Ms oum O ratic of extratensionfintvoversion sorrslstes
with the daroton soule «fy and thob emoblonal sdiuvsimemt, ap daterieined by €,
corroiates «F with the Olson Behovior Reling seslo. These ers; howdvor, anly
ecmparigons with other gelelively mivalideted techiiques and np ough the s¥idenss
is meyely cumplimentery,

GONGLISIONS
Frow the siudo stbepts &f Parscne (21) 4n 1937 ¢4 lespify dewosintione
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to & perios of blsek blols to the systewstiy yopomschen 6f Ford (£} in 1946,
+h¢ uby of the Roysehogh with ahildren hos bsecme both etsupive and intehwive,
The seiny probicm wnich fosod the Rérschesh plowests fase thély desemrisuts
$odeys The outstandinmg woed i2 Pop a%w@m%ia noreetiyy gludy, Velialty
substextiation end modifivetion of fnteypratative privpiplee aro eléo wweleds
Howawdgy thoms problepms wenld prabebly have deelt negotiotsd Teng age hed 13
not et for tho warking Pagtiois ef Roypehosh experis whe toused different
gyotons of ecoring end Intarpretotich $5 rriss. Thiz Jed %o the bonfused
and {nogeurnte studice royiswed i this papeys A long ns the Rorsshadh o
regerdod oy o poiasce nd defendod by feritles] £ollowersy rusoureh will lag
fer bohind the exthusicsm investod in 43 FPeen thy wost frmntienl, howevers
gometimes Yot £oll vory honcst stetenents, An sxample by Kiopfer (34, P. 95)
ig the® "np tu weven yeoys the ege patiern oyerchodows the pyrecnality develsps
mantt end thet bosmuee of this feud tho Rorsthogh $ent with shildren hes a
Yaupplaratary ¥alue® onlys
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