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STEP 3

The third step sought to expand the traditional concepts such as ‘people at large’, nation
and ethnic group into ‘civilizations’. The compatibility of the concept ‘civilizations’ with
other concepts such as collective security, collective peace and bottom-up processes led

to the next step.

STEP 4

The final step sought to unite problem solving theories of conflict resolution with critical
social science. Conflict needed to be studied over time, relating it to man’s processes of
identity formation in social reality. Here, Azar's (1986) model of ‘protracted social
conflicts’ was developed with the help of Agnew (Kriesberg, Northrup & Thorson, 1989)

to suit the arguments used in this thesis.

2.2: PRELIMINARY CONCEPTS DEFINED

Any process of concept formation in comparative-historical study which is based on the
way society presents itself will be inadequate, misleading and ideological. Only after
interaction with the evidence gathered could we formulate new concepts to re-examine

the evidence.

CIVILIZATION

The first concept is ‘civilization’. For Cox (1996(b):2), the material, technological,
economically organized and class structured entity called civilization was unified in the
realm of consciousness by religion. Religion enabled people encompassed within
civilization to develop a shared consciousness and symbols through which they could
communicate meaningfully. Myth, religion and language were coterminous until
language became secularised and rationalized. The material world provided a common
ground for experience, religion a common realm for thought. Religion should here be
understood in the wider sense as to include superstition, evil and a general belief structure
as enacted in ritual. Civilization then is defined by Cox as a fit between material

conditions and intersubjective meanings.
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