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God's justice. The wicked would be punished and the
righteous rewarded. Thus the righteous would prosper and
the foolish would suffer. Conversely, if one prospered it
was presumably because one was righteous and if one
suffered it was caused by sin. (It was against this
concept that Job and Qohelet articulated). With Ben
Sira, Wisdom came to be associated with the Law,
particularly its cultic aspects, and with the idea of

Israel's election (Otzen 1990 : 71-72).

2.1.4. The Apocalyptic Tradition
Within the book of Daniel, being the only full

apocalypse 1in the 01d Testament, there is a fusion of
Priestly, Prophetic and Sapiential themes. There is
respect for, and adherence to, the Law, together with the
pursuit of social justice and individual morality, as
means of achieving the purity required by God (Gammie
1989 : 196).

Within the segregated, apocalyptically-inclined Qumran
community, the concept of ritual purity, as befitted their
status as "Children of Light", reached extreme severity
and served as a means of almost total segregation from
the rest of the world and as the source of hierarchical

divisions within the community itself.
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