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1.4 The notion of change and its impact on the evaluation of research
The main issue that is of specific interest here, is how these changes that have taken
place in science up to this point have impacted on the evaluation of research, specifically

peer review.

If we take Gibbons et al. seriously on their prognosis that the form of knowledge
production as found in Mode 1 will gradually disappear into Mode 2, then we are left with the
notion that “peer review” as we know it - i.e. scientific experts evaluating work for their
scientific excellence - will also gradually disappear and social, political and economic factors
will be the only true criteria of what good science entails. Thus no more use for basic
science and peer review?

During the regimes of “Science the endless frontier” and the “Republic of science”
(Mode 1), scientists were the only evaluators of what is regarded as good science and
demanded that others steer clear of their domain, insisting that research institutions govern
themselves. In the Republic of Science Michael Polanyi argues the case for research
institutes to govern themselves, stating: “Any attempt to organise the group of helpers
[scientists] under a single authority would eliminate their independent initiatives and thus
reduce their joint effectiveness to that of the single person directing them from the centre”
(Shils, 1968:3). The regime of “Strategic science” (Mode 2) introduces reflexive science
relevant to the context of application and responsive to a wider audience, with the new buzz

words being participatory science and the incorporation of lay knowledge into research

projects and initiatives.
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