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will be ensured during the implementation process. A review was undertaken of

literature on curriculum reform and quality assurance.

Finally, the focus of the study is on the congruence or lack thereof between specific
and exit outcomes. A review was undertaken of literature on factors that influence the

formulation of specific outcomes that are congruent with exit outcomes.

2.2.1. The use of learning outcomes

The Medical School has adopted the principle that “modules and themes must be
composed and presented in an entirely [outcome]-directed manner. [Outcomes] must
be clearly specified and made available to students” (Appendix C). The use of
learning outcomes is thus clearly expected to hold certain advantages. These

advantages may be for the Medical School and for the students.

Advantages for the Medical School

One of the principles underlying the reform process is that the “curriculum will be
continuously adapted with a view to constantly remaining relevant” and that this be
done by the creation of “an appropriate Faculty structure (control structure) that
continuously monitors and adapts the core curriculum as regards relevance and
content/presentation/evaluation” (Appendix B). In the specific context of the revised
curriculum, having access to specific outcomes will allow this monitoring structure to
determine whether the principles laid down for the revision process have been
adhered to. One principle is that “a core curriculum be developed that is relevant to
the needs of the total Southern African community” with, as a guideline, “concentrate
on “must” knowledge in modules/themes” (Appendix B). Having outcomes specified
for all modules will allow determination of whether modules represent a core
curriculum and help determine whether modules are relevant to the needs of the
Southern African community. This is in keeping with Harden et al.’s opinion (1999)
that outcomes-based education can help maintain relevance in a curriculum and

highlight neglected areas.

Another principle is that “the maximal extent of pre-clinical knowledge/information/
input must be built into modules and only the parts that cannot be meaningfully

included therein must be moved as “subject terminology” to the pre-clinical portion
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