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has been used for political purposes ("insanity" has long been used as
grounds for the incarceration of certain kinds of marginalised people, most
notably, but by no means only, by the former Soviet Union), as well as the
postmodern argument that it is not innocent of either social or political
agendas. 2% These four discourses are, like satire, intimately concerned with
language, as well as intent on working with the perceptions of the world which
people have and, perhaps, changing them. The intention in juxtaposing all
these discourses is to create a dialogic process which will allow the
deconstructive energy typically generated by dialogism to cast a fresh light on
them all, not least on satire itself. The four socio-political discourses named
above play an important part in Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four, and

will be relevant to the subsequent discussion of these novels.

Chapter 4 consists of a detailed exploration of Animal Farm, in which the
various layers comprising the work are examined. The satirical aspects of the
novel are closely related to the fabular and fairy tale elements which are an
important part of its constitution. These elements or levels are juxtaposed with
the historical details which are alluded to continuously in Animal Farm and
indicate its close concern with the world outside the novel. The juxtaposition
of various levels in a text, resulting in a dialogue between them, is central to
any allegory. The allegorical nature of Animal Farm provides a framework for
the contrasting levels of both meaning and emotion with which Orwell is
working. For example, the amusing in Animal Farm is, in fact, never very far
from the horrifying, though the reader is also made aware of the banality
which exists side-by-side with the many appalling examples of evil in the

novel. The degree of dialogism achieved here is high.

Chapter 5 consists of a detailed exploration of Nineteen Eighty-Four, which is
strongly illuminated by the process of dialogism between the modernist
ideology from which the novel springs and the postmodernist outlook
introduced into the thesis, as well as the four socio-political discourses

discussed earlier.. Chief among the postmodern theories used in this chapter

2 See 72-3 below.
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