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Lusitano Horse

• Main equine native breed in Portugal

▪ Hotblooded horse, mediline, eumetric
(BW~500kg), HW ~1.60m, close studbook

• Extraordinary versatility:

▪ Bullfighting, Dressage, Carriage Driving, Working 
Equitation, Portuguese Classical Riding, Model and 
Movements Competitions, Show Jumping, Horse-ball, 
Vaulting, Eventing, TREC, Equestrian Art, Cattle 
work, Fieldwork, Cinema, Leisure,…
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Lusitano Demography

• Small census of 3623 broodmares (½ in Portugal)

▪ Remaining abroad, spread around the globe, mainly in 
Brazil, Spain, France, Mexico, Belgium, England, 
Germany, Italy, Canada, USA, South Africa, 
Switzerland, … (births in 32 ≠ countries)

▪ 20 different foreigner breeding associations

• Mean generation interval: 
▪ ♂ 11.33±5.23yr and ♀ 9.71±4.48yr

• Mean Nb equivalent generations:
▪ 11.20±0.71

• Average inbreeding:
▪ 11.34±7.48%    DF/year 0.173±0.070  Ne = 28
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Garrano Pony
• Mainly bred in mountains (semi-wild)

▪ Max. HW 1.35m (ideal 1.23m; µ=1.29m)

• Concave or straight profile of head
▪ Reproved all animals with convex profile

• Only bay color accepted
▪ Eliminated all others

• Same branding for all animals registered in 
Studbook
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Garrano Pony
• Small horse from Northeast POR:

▪ 1994 broodmares; close studbook

▪ 162 stallions, 435 breeders.

• Uses:
▪ Saddle, transport, light carriage; 

▪ Agricultural works, very resilient;

▪ Eco-tourism, social and cultural events;

▪ Landscape preservation and rural areas.

• Problem of consumption of foals by Iberian wolf

• Lack of pedigree info (2 known generations)

• Average inbreeding ~2.2%, AR 5% (DF/gen=0.86%,  Ne=58)

In: Carolino et al., 2019
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Sorraia Horse/Pony
• Primitive breed from southwest Iberian 

Peninsula
▪ Universal genetic resource descending 

from only 12 founders; 

▪ Close studbook and population since 1937 
with only 18 breeders (10 POR + 8 GER)

▪ ~150 broodmares; total ~350 animals 
worldwide

• Breed standard:
▪ Type: sub convex profile, elipometric and 

mediline; Dun/Grullo, primitive colors

▪ HW average: 1,44m (♀) and 1,48m (♂);

▪ Very balanced proportions and 
conformation
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Sorraia Horse/Pony
• Skills and uses: 

▪ Saddle horse, carriage driving, disabled riding and 
small agricultural work

• Very resistant and versatile

• Very low genetic variability
▪ High inbreeding (Mean=38%; DF/gen=5.2%)

▪ 7.46 effective founders, 4 effective ancestors

▪ 97% living pop with Fx > 25% In: Kjollerstrom, 2016
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Terceira Pony
• Recently recognized as native equine breed (2014)

• Small pony from Azores islands
▪ HW ~1.28m; BW 250-270 kgs

▪ Less than 100 animals (Open SB); 
✓ From only 14 founders (6 sires + 8 dams)

✓ High risk of genetic erosion

▪ All different colors accepted

▪ Balanced, mediline, elipometric

• Skills/Uses:
▪ Saddle for young riders;

▪ Light carriage driving, agriculture;

▪ Eco-tourism, social and cultural events;

▪ Landscape preservation and rural areas.

In: Lopes et al., 2015
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Miranda Donkey
• Spread in Miranda plateau (northeast Portugal)

• Long bay coat animal; HW >1.30m; calm behavior

• Demographic parameters (2020):
▪ 756 females & 60 stallions registered on Studbook

▪ 460 breeders (mean age > 66 years old)

▪ Very low % of breeding ♀/year <20%

▪ High mortality rates in youngsters

▪ Increasing inbreeding (low nb stallions)

▪ Generation interval=9.3 yr; Only 8% ♂ with sons.

• Uses/skills:
▪ Transport (on back), people and products;

▪ Agricultural works, Eco-tourism;

▪ Donkey therapy / disabled riding;

▪ Leisure, social and cultural events;

▪ Milk for food and cosmetic industry.
In: www.aepga.pt

.

In: Quaresma, 2015
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Graciosa Donkey
• Last recognized breed (2015)

• Scarce info, very small census
▪ Total of 92 dams; only 22 in reproduction

▪ 13 stallions & 63 breeders

• Dwarf population, very small size (HW ~1,06m)

• Skills/uses:
▪ Leisure, transport, agricultural works, Eco-tourism; 

milk production; conservation;

▪ Donkey therapy.
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