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A Reconsideration of the Images of the Dormition of the Virgin in Cappadocia:
On its Placement and Connection with the Images of the Life of the Virgin

Kazufumi TAKEDA

7 Abstract N

The Eastern Church maintains doctrinal differences with the Western Church, including the celebration of the
death of the Virgin Mary. While the Western Church commemorates the “Assumption,” the Eastern Church com-
memorates the “Dormition of the Virgin”’; the Dormition is one of the twelve great feasts in the Orthodox Church,
and its paintings became the main subject of the murals decorating the churches. Through the iconography of the
Dormition of the Virgin, this paper examines the evolution of the church decoration program in Cappadocia, a
region where Middle Byzantine art remained coherent and was later cut off from the center of the empire.

In Many Orthodox churches, the “Dormition of the Virgin” is placed above the doorway of the west wall; how-
ever, this placement appears after the twelfth century, and it is not easy to determine what it looked like before.
Not many mid-Byzantine churches have survived, and Byzantine art history saw a period of rupture known as
Iconoclasm between the eighth and ninth centuries. An exception to this is Cappadocia the periphery of the
empire.

Fifteen examples of Cappadocia’s Dormition have been collected by the author through fieldwork along with
photographs. As H. Maguire has pointed out in his A7t and Eloquence in Byzantium, the placement of the Dormi-
tion is often associated with the Nativity in the churches of Cappadocia; however, it is not clear whether this
connection is only morphological or whether it reflects theological thought.

The decoration program of the Byzantine church sometimes functions as a visual manifestation of theological
thought. I would like to point out Kepez Kilise as a possible example, suggesting that the placement of the Dormi-
tion on the sub-apsis conch and the connection with the presentation of the Virgin and the Nativity may have been
intended as an exaltation of the Virgin herself. In the following study I will investigate the specific theological

references that connect these three images.
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