L8, BIFRFERHTIRTN)

74 it o : Lo .
&;‘e"“ Kansai University Institutional Repository

Joogtdbobtgtdbd4aogdbubooguood

HREN

goooobon

A Comparative Study of the Headlines of
Japanese Major Newspapers in 2001.

ad oo oo, 0o oo, od og

gon Joooooogon

U 35

U 1

gog 2003-10-20

URL http://hdl _handle._net/10112/00022303

To Issue or not to Issue a Visa to "Ri Toki" :




A [ME¥ETaE] $35%4% 15, 2003, pp.157-210 ISSN 0287-6817

xR/ —H
[ZEBHERH] 20 <5 4 KEE O EHRED LB

ARFEZ - 30N - BT 3ES

To Issue or not to Issue a Visa to “Ri Toki”: A Comparative Study
of the Headlines of Japanese Major Newspapers in 2001.

Yohji G.KIMURA, Bunsen RIN, Hidenori ITAMURA

Abstract

In social communications, message are always communicated with a meta-message which indicates positive
or negative importance of the message itself. We call the latter elements of human communication "semio-
weights". Newspapers express this semio-weights (implicitly or explicitly) by means of the font of letters of
the headline, as well as the space of the article. We analyzed the size of headlines and keywords of articles
reporting the "issuing a visa to Ri Toki", the ex-president of Taiwan, which raised a big dispute around April of
2001 in major Japanese newspapers.
The strength of positive or negative semioweights were measured and plotted to visualize the correlation
respective newspapers and to track the process of changing opinions. The convergence characterizes the
formation process of public opinion in democratic society with plural media.

Key words: newspaper, headline, Ri Toki, semio-weight, Taiwan, public opinion, democracy, pluralism,
communication
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