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The relationship between “Family Unit Orientation” and
cooperative behavior in family:
The moderating effect of gender personality

Itsuko DOHI

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between “Family unit orientation” and division
of housework. The subjects were 424 wives and 224 husbands. Analyses generally showed that “Family unit
orientation” reduced the wife’s dissatisfaction toward both the imbalance of division of housework and the
husband’ s motivation to becorne involved in housework. Gender-schematic wives seem to have given up their
role overload, because even though they have little dissatisfaction, they still have difficulties for working. In
contrast, androgynous wives don’t seem to give up but agree about their role in the family, because they
don’t feel difficulties for working.

Key Words: family, “Family Unit orientation”, division of housework, gender schema, psychological
androgyny, causal models
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