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THE EXEMPLAR 
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Worthy of Imitation 

 
 



 
WHY EXEMPLARS ? 
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Model texts have long been used  
as teaching tools 
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PROBLEMS … 
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Exemplars from academic experts - not always  
achievable or realistic targets for novice writers    

 
 

Learning Skills Group, 
Macquarie University 2015 



PROBLEMS … 
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What is quality work ?  

Assessment criteria often too abstract and difficult to  
understand 

Learning Skills Group, 
Macquarie University 2015 



Some Benefits: 
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A SOLUTION: Annotated student exemplars  

Reinforce discipline-
specific requirements 

Make marking criteria 
concrete 

Demonstrate textual 
structures and linguistic 

features 

Provide a standard for 
comparison 
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SOME MORE BENEFITS: 

 
Authentic 

 
Accessible 

•  Real student examples 
•  University specific 

examples 
•  Discipline specific 

examples 

•  Online 
•  24/7 
•  Timely 
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24 exemplars 
10 text types 
15 disciplines 





Top 5 exemplars 
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Essay Report Literature Review Annotated 
Bibliography 

Critical Review 

Learning Skills Group, 
Macquarie University 2015 



Learning Skills Group, 
Macquarie University 2015 



References 

16 

Bell, A., Mladenovic, R., & Price, M. (2013). Students’ perceptions of the usefulness of  marking 
 guides, grade descriptors and annotated exemplars. Assessment &     
 Evaluation in Higher Education, 38 (7), 769–788. doi: 
 10.1080/02602938.2012.714738. 

Handley, K., & Williams, L. (2011). From copying to learning: Using exemplars to engage 
 students with assessment criteria and feedback. Assessment Evaluation in Higher 
 Education, 36 (1), 95–108. doi: 10.1080/02602930903201669. 

 
Hendry, G.D., Bromberger, N., & Armstrong, S. (2011). Constructive guidance and feedback 

 for learning: The usefulness of exemplars, marking sheets and different types of 
 feedback in first year law subject. Assessment & Evaluation in Higher Education, 
 36 (1), 1-11. 

 
Nicol, D. & Milligan, C. (2006). Rethinking technology-supported assessment practices in 

 relation to the seven principles of good feedback practice. In C. Bryan and K. 
 Clegg (Eds.) Innovative Assessment in Higher Education. Abingdon: Routledge, 
 64-77. 

 
To, J., & Carless, D. (2015). Making productive use of exemplars: Peer discussion and 

 teacher guidance for positive transfer of strategies. Journal of Further and Higher 
 Education, 1-19. doi: 10.1080/0309877X.2015.1014317. 


