View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by fCORE

provided by Research Online

University of Wollongong

Research Online

Australian Institute for Innovative Materials -

Papers Australian Institute for Innovative Materials

1998

A child's view of foam

Marc in het Panhuis
University of Wollongong, panhuis@uow.edu.au

Follow this and additional works at: https://ro.uow.edu.au/aiimpapers

b Part of the Engineering Commons, and the Physical Sciences and Mathematics Commons

Recommended Citation

in het Panhuis, Marc, "A child's view of foam" (1998). Australian Institute for Innovative Materials - Papers.
1132.
https://ro.uow.edu.au/aiimpapers/1132

Research Online is the open access institutional repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au


https://core.ac.uk/display/36986189?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://ro.uow.edu.au/
https://ro.uow.edu.au/aiimpapers
https://ro.uow.edu.au/aiimpapers
https://ro.uow.edu.au/aiim
https://ro.uow.edu.au/aiimpapers?utm_source=ro.uow.edu.au%2Faiimpapers%2F1132&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/217?utm_source=ro.uow.edu.au%2Faiimpapers%2F1132&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/114?utm_source=ro.uow.edu.au%2Faiimpapers%2F1132&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ro.uow.edu.au/aiimpapers/1132?utm_source=ro.uow.edu.au%2Faiimpapers%2F1132&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

A child's view of foam

Abstract

"Are you a grown-up?" | looked up, or more precisely down, into the eyes of a child. He had good reason to
ask this since | was playing with bubbles at an exhibition for very young scientists. What attracts them?
What does not? Physicists have been arguing over whether or not to consider it a duty to encourage
children to enter physics. | would like to describe the actual experience of standing among the young and
curious.
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between touching Al Iostead, they ask
if 1646 possiblete blow s square bubble
usinga cuble frame The fact that Platesn
was blind while working with theseele-
gant frames appeals to their imagination
and you can see them wondering how this
could be possible.

The typical foam, is our kitchen sinks
andour bath tubs is disordered Howeven
miaking an ordered foam i stmple and
siraightforward, Albvon need is a oylindgst
cal glass tubeand a nozzle connected o an
air pump. Place the eyvlindrical glass tube
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then blow air bubbles into it through the
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in the experiments the betler. I accor
dance with this second rale we nsed s
giant bubble maker in additionto the
smaller frames and glass tubes. Children,
parvents and people from other stands were
fascinated by this.  consists of a bottle of
soap solution which hangs upside down.
The top of the bottle, being upside down;
is now atthe bottom, and from a hole in
thetop two strands of monofilament are
attached to o weight (for the flaments 1
used simple fishing line bought in a fish-
ing-tackle shop.) Soap solution runs down
the wires.
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