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ABSTRACT 

This study comprises two case studies which describe and analyse the 

experiences of emergent literacy learners with favourite picture story 

books and social literacy events, over an extended period of time. It is a 

collaborative study carried out in the homes and communities of the 

children with the parents acting as co-researchers. The study employs a 

naturalistic mode of enquiry and is informed by a socio-semiotic theory 

of language learning! '• 

The main purpose of this study is: 

(i) to investigate the strategies used by emergent literacy learners to 

negotiate meaning during repeated experiences with favourite 

picture story books; 

(ii) to identify emergent literacy learners' uses of intertextuality; 

(iii) to develop a grounded theory concerning the relationship 

between picture story book reading and the development of 

strategies related to the process of reading. 

Analysis of the data indicates that picture story book reading is a socio-

semiotic process embedded within the wider context of home and 

community literacy events which provide and, in turn, take support 

from the experience. Each rereading is a literacy event containing a 

number of signifying structures and demonstrations which, in 

combination, provide the potential for interpretation and signification 

by the learner. In each event only some aspects of these signifying 

structures and demonstrations are acted on, depending on the learner's 

prior knowledge and his personal agenda at that time. 
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From the outset, the emergent literacy learner is shown to play an 

active, significant role in the experience. Acting on self-selected 

features of demonstrations by and shared engagement with experienced 

readers, the learner involves himself in a constant transaction between 

the author, illustrator, experienced readers and his current social, 

cognitive and linguistic facility to bring his personal meaning to the 

event. The strategy of intertextuality is consistently used to link past 

and current life and literacy events. From this process, the learner 

generates a number of strategies for meaning making which are 

congruent with a transactional approach to reading. These include 

strategies for initiating engagement, strategies for deepening and 

sustaining engagement and strategies for gaining ownership of the 

content and process of picture story book reading. 

iii 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

LIST OF FIGURES viii 

LIST OF TABLES x 

CHAPTER ONE 1 

PICTURE STORY B O O K R E A D I N G F R O M A 
LEARNER'S PERSPECTIVE 1 

Aim and purpose of study 2 

Rationale 2 

Background to study 4 

Theoretical perspective 7 

A transactional view of reading 11 

Transaction and literacy learning 11 

Overview of the study 12 

CHAPTER TWO 16 

LITERATURE REVIEW 16 

Introduction 16 

Parent/child interactions during story reading 18 

Teacher/child interactions during story reading 20 

Repeated rereadings of favourite story books 22 

Social literacy learning 23 

Transaction and literacy learning 30 

Text and literacy learning 31 

Intertextuality and literacy learning 31 

iv 



Page 

CHAPTER THREE 34 

M E T H O D O L O G Y 34 

The study 37 

Site selection and entry 37 

Data collection 38 

Data Analysis 47 

Determining credibility and trustworthiness 51 

CHAPTER FOUR 55 

EMERGENT LITERACY LEARNERS' 
TRANSACTIONS WITH SOCIAL LITERACY 
AND FAVOURITE PICTURE STORY BOOKS 55 

Introduction 55 

Considering the wider social literacy learning context 56 

Demonstrations of literacy use in home and community 
settings 59 

Acting on home and community literacy demonstrations 59 

Demonstrations of picture story book reading 66 

Acting on demonstrations of picture story book reading 67 

Social literacy learning as an open potential 77 

Picture story book reading as an open potential 82 

The emergent literacy learner as meaning maker 95 

Meaning making strategies for negotiating picture story 

books 96 

Strategy set one: 
Initiating engagement in picture story book reading 96 

Requesting demonstrations 97 
Confirming engagement in the experience 97 
Interacting with the language of the story 99 

Focusing on an aspect of language 100 
Focusing on an aspect of illustration 100 

V 



Page 

Strategy set two: 
Sustaining and deepening involvement in 

picture story book reading 104 

Joining in self-selected parts of the story 104 
Taking over selected parts of the story 106 

Combining story language and oral language 108 
Searching for significant patterns 112 

Telling story from illustrations in story 

language 113 

Strategy set three: 
Taking ownership of content and process 116 
Taking ownership of the experienced reader's 

role 116 
Taking ownership of language 119 
Taking ownership of story characters and story 

language 121 
Moving to another communication system 122 

Intertextuality and picture story book reading: 
Links with other picture story books 126 

Links between picture story books and life 
experiences 131 

Links with other communication systems 137 

CHAPTER FIVE 142 

TOWARDS A SOCIO-SEMIOTIC THEORY OF 
PICTURE STORY B O O K READING 142 

Introduction to discussion of results 142 

Implications of naturalistic methodology for 

the study of picture story book reading 143 

Implications of a semiotic perspective for the 
study of picture story book reading 144 

Picture story book reading: A transactional 
perspective 147 

Transacting with text 148 

Transacting with the experienced reader 149 

vi 



Page 

Transacting with the illustrator 150 

Transacting with the author 154 

Transacting with their own world 157 

Transacting with intertextuality 161 

Transacting with print 165 

Drawing the threads together: A grounded theory 165 

C H A P T E R SIX 168 

RESEARCH A N D TEACHING IMPLICATIONS OF A 

SOCIO-SF^TOTIC PERSPECTIVE O N PICTURE 
STORY b FADING 168 

Implications for teaching and learning 170 

The need to understand how learners learn 

and to respect their knowing 170 

The need to understand the social nature of 
learning 171 

The need for rereading and reflection 173 

The need to plan contexts for learning 174 

The need to utilise a range of shared books 175 

Research implications 176 

Conclusion 179 

A language story 180 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 182 

APPENDIX ONE 

Sample tn *n informant A 193 

APPENDIX T W O 

Sample transcript informant B 198 

vii 



LIST O F F I G U R E S 

Figures Page 

1(a) The semiotic triad 8 

1(b) Picture story book reading: A semiotic perspective 9 

2. Interpretations of two oages of 'The very hungry 
caterpillar' over several months of data collection 10 

3. Developing meaning making strategies from shared 
and independent picture story book reading: A 
socio-semiotic perspective 58 

4. The great big enormous turnip 127 

5. Ten in the bed 128 

6. Harry the dirty dog 129 

7. The great big enormous turnip 134 

8. The great big enormous turnip 134 

9. Harry the dirty dog 135 

10. The very hungry caterpillar 136 

11. Rosie'swalk 136 

12. Rosie'swalk 137 

13. Rosie'swalk 145 

14. The very hungry caterpillar 151 

15. The great big enormous turnip 152 

16. Rosie'swalk 153 

17. Harry the dirty dog 153 

18. The very hungry caterpillar 157 

19. The very hungry caterpillar 158 

20. But no elephants 159 

21. Rosie'swalk 160 

22. The great big enormous turnip 161 

viii 



Page 

23. The very hungry caterpillar 162 

24. Mr. Gumpy's outing 162 

25. Ten in the bed 163 

26. The great big enormous turnip 163 

ix 



LIST OF TABLES 

Tables Page 

1. Data analysis of intertextuality 49 

2. Intertextuality as a meaning potential 164 

X 


	Case study explorations of emergent literacy learners' transactions with picture story books
	Recommended Citation

	Copyright warning

	Title page

	Acknowledgements

	Abstract

	Table of contents

	List of figures

	List of tables


