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Bach to the Future

'y CATHIE SHAFFER MSU g a]_a t() fe ature The Big Bach Bebop Band.

F THE_DAILY |NDEPENDENT .y
MOREHEAD — Johann Sebast- composer
n Bach writing hip-hop music? .
It boggles the mind.

Along with the musie, there
will also be food.

“This year, we'll be offering
more gourmet foods, heavy on

And thate st wiat e orgenis; 111 {ime-travel fantasy e om awe

rs of this year's gala at Morehead
jtate University had in mind as they
"hose “Bach to the Future” as this
-ear’s theme. During this time-travel
antasy, set for April 29, Bach him-
:elf (or a close approximation there-
sf) will greet gala-goers and lead
hem through a time warp into the
uture.

Now in its eighth year, the gala
aas raised more than $250,000 since
its inception. Proceeds from this
year's event will be used to create an
endowment to support visiting
artists and professors in the human-
ities department. The state will be
asked to match the funds on a dollar-

for-dollar basis, says Bonnie
Eaglin, who serves on the
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ditional desserts, while the
more gourmet foods will be of-
fered along with the classical
musie.”
Again this year, those attend-
ing may bid on a wide variety of
items in a silent auction. Among the
items already garnered are a hand-
made wooden bench, Fenton art
glass pieces, a folk art rooster creat-
ed by Minnie Adkins, get-away pack-
ages to places like Gatlinburg, Tenn.,
and Memphis, gold packages and
coins. -
Three levels of sponsorship are
available. The cost for corporate
sponsors is $1,500, which includes a

table for eight with a reception at
p.m., followed by dinner at 6:30, an

gala executive committee g 17 all the gala events that follow. Tt

with Al Baldwin, Dr. M fee includes a $1,260 contribution :

Christopher .Gallaher and the MSU Foundation, Inc.

Susette Redwine. _ The cost for patrons is $125 a pe
The evening will begin for Redwine said son, which includes a $95 donation

corporate sponsors and pa- I lf S%‘ - ) the foundation. Patrons will also e:

trons with a reception and B ?1 E—I:ll” rager Room —“Time to joy the reception and dinner, as we

dinner. After the dinner, ac ds will for the evening — the as the other gala events.

they’ll join the other gala-goers %an 3 alternate between J.D. Those selecting the individual lev

for an evening Of music, food air and the Barﬂque Bombers and of Sponsorship at $50 per peraon w

and fun.

Kicking things off will be a mu-
sical presentation, “Bach to the Fu-
ture,” by the Keyboard Whizzards in
Button Auditorium.

The Bach Street Boys will enter-
tain on the Bach Porch (otherwise
known as the grill of the Adron Do-
ran University Center), while other
rooms of the center will serve as
stops on the timeline with a variety
of music from classical to futuristic,
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be making a $20 contribution to tl
foundation. They will enjoy a lig
buffet and reception at 7 p.m. and tl
music and other events of the evenir

Reservations should be made
April 19. For an invitation and rese
vation card, call the president’s offi
at (606) 783-2022.

Council reviewing college
. (egree programs

experience’ .
that most. | Gerdon
universities Davies By Holly E. Stepp
will prefor- «presidert HERALDLEADER EDUCATION WRITER
{1 GCouncil.. ** It's b arl i
10 clase et s been nearly seven years since
R aty Kentucky’s public universities did a lit-
pmgmm i m{-:dﬁe'stlldon . tle spring cleaning.
on their The state's Council on Postsecondary
own” Education has decided that it is time to

clean the academic house of degree pro-
grams that produce few graduates,

An initial screening already has
found that nearly haif of the 1,120 de-
gree offerings at Kentucky public um-
versities graduated fewer than 12 stu-
< dents from 19940 1999.
" Neadyhalf of those 530 low-degree--
producirig pograms are attfie bachelor's
level, and many fall in the sciences, edu-
cation and visual and performing arts. ‘
State officials have suspected for (MORE
years that many university programs.



DEGREES:

too few graduates 1o be considered
tive and were eating away at the
olg’ limited state dollars,

lut before, the agency didn't have
xplicit power to cut programs. The
powers given to the council by the
ral Assembly in 1997 changed thau
U'he council's staff and the university
tals will spend the next couple of
ths determining which degree pro-
15 should be kept. closed or merged
others.
Jany of the state's universities al-
v_conduct periodic productivity re-
s, but the Council's effort puts the

-

- on the front bumner. And the re--
se from university presidents has-

mixed — some welcoming the op-
Inity, others criticizing the council
verstepping its boundaries.

ouncil President Gordon Davies
the review was necessary to make
that universities are operating as
ently as possible. The council may
- colleges 1o close programs, if uni-
ties balk.

it Davies said he thought that was
ely.

It has been my experience that
universities will prefer to close pro-
»5 on their own,” he said.

~ven if universities agree to cut pro-
s. they won't likely see any savings
veral years, It is nearly impossible to
nured faculty, and schools can'’t close
-ams until all the current students ma-
£in the field have graduated.
-onetheless, Davies said, universi-
vill be able to strengthen other pro-
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Not a good session for
education legislation:

grams by moving facuity posi-
tions.

“You have one stronger, richer

program, rather than two weak
ones.”

Programs at the community

and technical colleges will be re-
viewed next year.

Focus on productivity

Productivity reviews have be-
come increasingly common in
higher education, particularly
among public universities.

They are seen as way to make
sure that universities are spend-
ing tax dollars wisely and are re-
sponding to students’ needs.

Reviews are part of the evolu-
tion of universities, said Pafrick
Callan, president of the San Jose,
Calif.-based National Center for Pub-
lic Policy and Higher Education.

“Higher education has moved
out of the institution-building
phase, where adding programs and
campuses was the goal,” he said.

The state last went through a
productivity review in 1994, initi-
ated by then-Gov. Brereton Jones’
Higher Education Review Com-
mission, which was convened to
overhaul the state's colleges.

That commission cited more
than 200 degrees that should be

discontinued. That review identi-
fied a core of liberal arts courses
that all colleges should offer that
included most foreign languages,
sCiences and the humanities. It
also used more genercus mea-
sures to determine productivity.

Davies said the council staff

AVUILUEU Caviudsiam  wee oo .
grams from the review because
they felt that efficiency in all ar-
eas should be examined.

“(A list) takes them off the
table,” he said. “We may need to
offer those courses, but that does-
n't mean we can afford to offer
them inefficiently.”

Some universities have al-
ready closed some of their low-de-
gree productivity programs. More-
head State University closed two
degree programs in human sci-
ences last year.

Michael Moore, Morehead's
vice president for academic af-
fairs, said the state review re-
quires them to think differently
about their process.

“Before the assumption was that
the program should continue and
our job was to find its strengths and
weaknesses,” said Moore.

“Now we have to think more
about if what we are doing is the
best way to do it” -

Making the cut

The low-degree-producing
programs cited by the council run
the gamut, covering everything
from certificates in executive as-
sistant and secretary training to
doctoral degrees in art history.

In the specialized areas of edu-
cation, engineering technology,
foreign languages, physical sci-

met the standarag.

Some university presidents
have called the council's screening
method simglistic. The council
used only graduation averages.

“But if we have faculty that
are teaching a full course load,
that wouldn't count as produc-
tive,” said Eastern Kentucky Uni-
versity President Bob Kustra.

Kustra said that the council
should allow universities to re-
view them on their own before
conducting a statewide review.

Other university officials said
the statewide review was an op-
portunity to be more critical in
their own internal reviews.

“We are the most underfunded
among the universities, so it is criti-
cal that we put our resources where
there is the highest demand,” said
Northern Kentucky University Pres-
ident James Votruba,

“In some cases that will mean
scaling back programs,” he said.

ences and visual and performing -

arts, few colleges met the stan-
dard, although they are very ac-
tive in those fields. For example,
none of the universities that have
a bachelor's program in geology

Bt
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Lots of degrees, few graduates-...,.. -
i i itles
The state's Council on Postsecondary Education and tha.elght public univers!
are in the midst of a review of academic degree programs..Nearly haif of all the

Here are the fivé-year: averagesxha-boun
productivity: ; e
. Assoclate degrees: Fewer than

e

12 graduates overfid years.

! academic programs offered by the universities producet0o-few greduates to
| 'be considered productive.
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cil uses todetBfiming'a tack of -+
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" Bachelor's degrees: Fewer-than 12 graduates over ive.years..u. ... :
. Master's and speciallst degrees: Fewer than sevengyaduates over five years.
*  Doctorate degrees: Fewer than five graduates.over.fiveyears. -

funding in doubt for the
few successful bills

By Linda B. Blackford
amnd Holly E. Stepp
HERALD EADER EDUCATION WRITERS

_The 2000 General Assembly distin.
guished itself more for what it didn’t do
in e%ﬁon than what it did.

. er quality, elementary arts pro-

* grams, adult education andmpout 1;re-

vention efforts all fell victim to an uncer-

tain budget and political wrangling in a

session domigated by debates over post-
ing the Ten Commandments in schaols,

“There is nothing of significant policy
that has come through this session,” sajd
Wayn_e Young, director of the Kentucky
Assgcgﬂﬁrtligﬂn of School Administrators.

il on Postsecon Educati
President Gordon Davi;arggreed. b?::
said he didn’t think the lack of action
was the result of a lack of support. High-
er education is likely to get its budget re-
quest.

I don’t think we were the targets,
but instead fell victim to the debates
over revenue and taxes,” Davies said,

A few success stories are headed to

Type Number offored . Petcent not productive
Pre-Associate Certificates 4 <100
Associate 85 64

Bathelor 538 ek 47
Post-Baccalaureate 4 100

Master 292 45
Specialist 25 96

First Professional 8 6?8
Doctorate B4 e

the governor’s desk: bills that would fe-
quire libraries in all schools; national cer-
tification, an exacting level of profession-
al dev_elopment, for at Jeast one teacher
per district; and free festing for high
school students to find,jput how well
they’ll do in college mathlasses,

But none of those measures js likely
to get funding when the state budget is
finally settled. ;

. Kenwucky Association of School
Council's director Susap Weston said she
xz: pleased soexge student achievement

tasures, passed, most notabl
Bill 265. That bill would requiri: iﬁgﬁﬁ
councils té) analyéze test score data by
race, gender an Vi and
plan_e to address ther{gc;;sl:._y, create

* & substantive higher education
Measures were offered during the ses-
Sion, and even fewer were approved.

Rep. Jim Wayne, D-Louisville, offered
House Bill 322, which requires colleges
and universities to compile more thor-
ough campus crime logs and notify stu-
dents of public safety crimes, The bill,

» known as the Michael Minger Act, was a

result of a 1998 dorm fire at Murray State
University in which Minger died.

However, its most controversial ele-
ment — holding colleges liable for non-
compliance — was removed before it got
Gov. Paul Patton’s signature.

Another higher education initiative,
House Speaker Jody Richards’ “New
Economy Initiative,” is caught up in the
stete budger debate and hasn't had a fi-
nal vote. The $53 miilion initiative in-
cluded a loan fund and training to sup-
port high-tech businesses.

_Robert Sexton, director of the
Prichard Committee for Academic Excel-
lence said he was disturbed that legisla-
tors killed such legislation as teacher
quality, but passed more damaging bills,
such as one that would allow about 592
school principals to hire their Spouses.

. “Teacher training is out, nepotism is
In,” he said. “I'd call that a bad deal for
Kentucky’s schoolchildren.

“All in all, a very disappointing ses-

sion for public education.” he said.
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Minorities at Morehead have GUSTO

By Emily B. Moses
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Morehead State University's office of
retention has found a way to ensure a
smooth ransition for minority swudents
from high school to college life with the
Guiding Undergraduate Students To-
ward Opportunities program.

GUSTO is a mentoring program that
pairs incoming freshman minority stu-
dents with faculty or staff members.
About 50 freshmen participate each
year,

Sophomore Nic Wilson, a govemn-
ment/psychology double major from
Somerset, said the program helped him
feel right at home in Morehead.

“Last year, when I came here, I did-
o't know anyone,” he said. “It kind of
helps vou with fitting in; it makes vou
more comfortable in college.”

Wilson said the mentor is supposed

to act as an adviser, but that he and his
mentor didn't feel the need to set bound-
aries for their relationship.

“When [ see him on campus it's
more like seeing a friend of the family,”
he said. '

Wilson’s mentor, Ric Caric, associate
professor of government, agrees,

Caric said they discuss topics such
as school, home life and short-term
plans.

Caric thinks the program is impor-
tant for both student and mentor.

“For minority students it's another
friendly face they can recognize in the
crowd.” he said:

“It's really been good for me as a
white professor to be in contact with mi-
nority students. Not only is this a vast
majority white area for students, but a
vast majority white area for whites,”
Caric said.
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“I's someone who can guide you
and keep vou on the straight and nar-
row,” Wilson said.

He said other students in the pro-
gram had said they were not as comfort-
able as he is talking with a professor.

But Wilson continues to reap the
benefits of GUSTO. )

“Say | have a problem in a class, [
can get a different point of view. He
gives me the professor’s point of view,”
he said.

Wilson thinks all ircoming mingrity
stlcj)dents should take advantage of GUS-
TO..

Wilson thinks GUSTO is an asset to
the university because the program is
constructed to help minority students
stay in college. But he thinks its biggest
asset is something else,

“It's geared toward graduation,” Wil-
son said.

Learning to protest, here and abroad

Class at Centre inspires
sweatshop campaign

By Robert Lidowski’
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Students in last fall's “Religion
and Violence” class surprised a Centre
College professor by taking what they
!eamgd in his class to the next level.

Rick Axtell, professor of religion,
has taught "Religion and Violence"
for four of his six years at Centre. The
class focuses on religion as both a
source of and solution t0 violence, and
not onlsf exposes students to contem-
porary 1ssues, but also teaches them
how to resolve conflicts by non-vio-
lent means.

In December, a week before Christ-
mas break, the students in Axtell's
class organized a Satyagraha — a
specific campaign of non-violent
protest —in order to renegotiate the
terms of ltheir final examination. Pro-
testers also impressed a pajama-clad
John C. Ward, dean of apc,:ajdemic af-
fairs, when they took their peaceful
movement to the front door of his
Danville residence.

In negotiations, students agreed to
take a two-hour ¢xamination, rather
than a three-hour test. They were al-
lowed to use the last hour to organize
a new activist group.

The new group, called Centre
Peace, started out with 20 or so mem-
bﬁ;s, but is quickly building member-
ship. o '

The group has already sponsored
a sweatshop simulation and corre-
sponding convocation speaker, a let-
ter-writing campaign against the
School of Americas and a memorial
dinner in remembrance of the assassi-
nated Archbishop Romero,

“The goal is to raise awareness
about world issues,” said Andrea Za-
waki, president of Centre Peace. Za-
waki, a junior from Georgetown,
thinks that all too often, college stu-
dents, especially students at Centre,
are concerned only with campus prob-
lems.

. “It [Centre Peace] engenders real
discussion about what it means to live
ethically in the world. If you want

peace,” Axtell says, “you have to work

for justice.”

4
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Way off

track

General Assembly on the verge of failing
to do primary task: Approving a budget

Somewhere along the way the , crease in the state gasoline tax

2000 General Assembly got off
track — way off track. A session
that began with the hope for a
more fair system of taxes and
bold new initiatives is on the
verge of ending without a bud-
get being approved.

The promise of bipartisan co-
operation between the Democra-
tic-controlled House of Repre-
sentatives and the new Republi-
can majority in the Senate
quickly diminished into grid-
lock.

Instead of a session that
moved Kentucky forward into
the new century, this will be a
session best remembered for
such things as tacking the Ten
Commandments on classroom
and courthouse walls and for al-
lowing citizens to carry their
guns to church.

Flashback to Jan. 25 when
Gov. Paul Patton stood before a
joint session of the Kentucky
General Assembly and boldly
proposed a budget that would
overhaul the state’s tax code and
increase funding for a wide-
range of programs including ele-
mentary, secondary, postsec-
ondary and adult education,
heaith care and economic devel-
opment.

“There’s no way our outmoded
tax system can support a mod-
ern state government, our col-
leges and universities, the basic
services our people need, a qual-
ity road system, the necessities
of modern life,” the governor
told legislators. “If our goal is to
have the lowest tax rate in the
nation, then let’s close half our
prisons. Let’'s make people pav
all the cost of their college edu-
cation. Let’s not put computers
in our classrooms. Let’s not im-
prove our roads. Let's slowly
sink to the bottom.

“Make no mistake about it. [
can write a budget that doesn’t
require a change in our tax code.
It just wouldn’t be a budget that
would move Kentucky forward.”

It now seems likely that this
state will end up with a budget
that not only fails to move Ken-
tucky forward, but actually puts
it in reverse. That is if there is a
budget at all.

Patton made one huge politi-
cal mistake in his propesed bud-
get: He called for a 7-cent in-

at a time when prices at the
pump were soaring. Although
the gasoline tax — which funds
the road fund — was not at all
related to the governor’s other
tax proposals to support the
general fund, we're convinced
the governor’s insistence on the
gas tax hike led to the demise of
his other proposals.

If enacted, those other propos-
als would have resulted in poor-
and middle-income Kentuckians
sending less of their hard-
earned dollars to Frankfort and
would have ended the embar-
rassment of Kentucky having
one of the nation’s highest in-
come tax rates on the working
poor.

Instead, the much-needed in-
come tax reforms were aban-
doned by the House of Represen-
tatives and replaced by an in-
crease in taxes for all Kentuck-
ians. Without the promise of tax
relief for those least able to pay,
those increases lost much of
their appeal.

The Senate rejected any in-

crease in taxes and approved a

budget that is much leaner than
the one approved by the House.

As this is written, House and
Senate leaders are still trying to
work out differences in their two
budgets, but they are not getting
far. Instead, they are spending
more time trying to score politi-
cal points than doing the single
most important task of the Gen-
eral Assembly: Approving a bud-
get.

With only two days left in the
60-day session, it now seems
likely that no budget will be ap-
proved. That means the gover-
nor either will have to call a spe-
cial session before the end of the
fiscal year, or the House and
Senate will simply vote to ex-
tend the current budget for an-
other two years.

The latter would be like
treading water, and that can on-
ly be done for so long. Sooner or
later, one begins to sink.

Well, gridlock and political
ambitions are on the verge of
sinking progress in Frankfort. [t
is too late to hope for any bold,
progressive initiatives to come
out of this session; the best we
can hope for is a budget that
doesn’t set this state backward.
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While some census takers face
e challenge of counting Kentuck-
ns who live in isolated hollows
- along lonely farm roads, work-
s in Lexington face more urban
allenges: visiting soup kitchens,
r example, or homeless shelters,

Soon, they'll also be counting
:ads at jails and nursing homes
- and at the University of Ken-
cky.

It's the colleges and universi-
25 in Lexington's 12-county cen-
15 region that are causing the
ost complications here, said ] D
itton, manager of the Lexington
‘nsus office. - .

The census tracts that sur-
nd UK have most of Lexing-
‘s lowest return rates for ques-
mnaires. Most of the other areas
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Census takers
face difficult task

counting

in the city with return rates below
30 percent also are inside New
Circle Road. Areas between
Nicholasville and Harrodsburg
roads had the highest rates of re-
wrn,

Citywide through Thursday,
about half of Lexington’s ques-
tionnaires had been returned —
slightly better than Kentucky as a
whole, and right at the national
average.

Citywide about half of
Lexington’s questionnaires
have been returned —
slightly better than
Kentucky as a whole, and
right at the national
average.

continue at least through june.

To count those who don't re- But many students at UK and oth-
turn their forms, about 1,200 cen- er institutions of higher learning
sus workers in Lexington and the will disperse when their final ex-

surrounding counties will go door- ams end.

to-door later this month.

At UK, that’s early May, so
Patton expects that work to census workers will have to work

fast.

WKU student
hospitalized

with meningitis

students

Another area census-takers
are struggling with a bit is the
city's growing Hispanic popula-
tion.

There, enumerators deal with
language barriers and fears that
the government will use census
information to the residents’ detri-
ment.

Patton said he has four or five
bilingual staff members to help.

And Abdon Ibarra, the city's
immigrant services coordinator, is
recruiting more. He's also asking
churches and organizations such
as the Migrant Network Coalitions
to help spread the word that fill-
ing out census forms won't hurt
residents.

“Part of our role is to reaffirm
that there should be no fear in do-
ing this,” Ibarra said.
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Student with meningitis in
critical condition

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — A sen-
jor at Western Kentucky University

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOWLING GREEN — A senior at Western
Kentucky University was listed in critical condi-
tion at The Medical Center yesterday after being
diagnosed with meningitis, a university
spokesman said.

The hospital diagnosed the female student on
Thursday after she became ill at her room in
Rodes-Harlin Hall, university spokesman Bob
Skipper said. The school withheld the student’s
name and hometown at her family's request.

Officials at the Barren River District Health
Department were trying to determine the source
of her illness, though it may never be known. Up
to 10 percent of the population may be carriers of
the sometimes-fatal disease, said Libby Greaney,
director of the school’s heaith center.

By late afternoon Thursday, people thought to
have had close contact with the student had been
notified and treated with Cipro, an antibiotic, Gre-
aney said. A one-time dose usually prevents
meningitis infection.

“We feel confident that we have contacted
most everyone who has had arm-length contact
with this student in the past 48 hours,” she said.

Meningitis is an inflammation of the lining
surrounding the brain and spinal cord. It can be
caused by viruses or bacteria. Symptoms may in-
clude a high fever, headache and body aches, nau-
sea and vomiting, a stiff neck and a rash.

was listed in critical condition at The
Medical Center yesterday after bein,
diagnosed with meningitis, a schoo
spokesman said. .

The student’s illness was diag-
nosed at the hospital Thursday after
she became ill at her dormitory room
in Rodes-Harlin Hall, university
spokesman Bob Skipper said. The
school withheld the patient’s name
and hometown at her family's re-
quest.

Barren River District Health De-

partment officials were trying to ce-
termine the source of the stude. t's
illness, though it may never ve
known.

By late Thursday aftemoon, people
thought to have had close contact
with the stricken student had been
notified and treated with Cipro, an
antibiotic, said Libby Greaney, direc-
tor of the university's heaith center.

«wWe feel confident that we have

tacted most everyone who has
1(':1:!(11 arm-length contact mt]t,t this stu-
dent in the past 48 hours, Greaney

said. i ]
About 200 people had received or

inquired about treetment at the cen-
by yesterday after id.
r by yesterday ernoon, she sai

N Ng S(;ther cases of meningitis had

' been reported at the university.

eningitis is spread through gral
segetiongS. A person who came into
contact with the student_would bz
considered at risk only if expose
during the 48Ghours be@gre she was
italized, Greaney said.
hoﬁ;t:ingitis is an.inflammatgon of
the lining surrounding the brain an._
spinal cord. It can be caused by V1
ruses or bacteria, Symptoms may 1;11-
clude a sudden high fever, headache
and body aches, nauséa and vomit-
ing, a stiff neck, and a rash.
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Kéntucky making early childhood a priority

By Monica Richardson
HERALDLEADER FRANKFORT BUREAU

FRANKFORT — Legislation
regarding early childhood devel-
opment in Kentucky was one of
the best things to come out of
this session, according to Gov.
Paul Patton.

It was also one of Patton's
few victories.

House Bill 706 would use
$55.7 million from the state's to-
bacco settlement. The bill sets
the stage for improving the quali-
ty of Kentucky’s child-care sys-
tem and making sure al] children
have access to high-quality care.
It also will create new and ex-
panded health initiatives for Ken-
tucky's 257,600 children younger
than 6.

By Susan Stocum
ASSOCIATED PRESS *

DES MOINES, lowa — Bob Wiley lis-

Patton noted last week that
the proposal was voted on six
times by legislative committees
and in the House and Senate,
“and never had a vote cast
against it.”

He is expected next week to
sign the bill into law.

The plan includes money for:

B a universal immunization
program;

M vision and hearing screen-
ings for newborns;

M help for low-income fami-
lies who can’t afford child care

M a child-care rating system;

B scholarships for child-care
providers;

M2 voluntary home-visita-
tion program for new parents;

Band more inspectors to

meonitor the places where chil-
dren receive their care.

Senate leaders also added ex-
panded services for pregnant
women with substance-abuse
problems to the plan.

Kentucky ranks 38th in ser-
vices for the well-being of chil-
dren, according to the annual
Kids Count report by the Annie
E. Casey Foundation.

With HB 706, Kentucky joins
other states that have made early
childhood a priority, like North
Carolina, with its renowned
Smart Start initiative, State plans
have been driven by national re-
search emphasizing a child's crit-
ical learning pattern in the first
three years of life.

In Kentucky, work on setting
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Replacing retiring college professors no
elemeﬂtary task

Replacing the retirees is being compli-

up local councils and business
and professional development
councils for the initiative — Kids
Now — has already started, ac-
cording to Kim Townley, execu-
tive director.of the state's early
childhood office. Other efforts,
like the rating system'for child-
care facilities and statewide ex-
pansion of the home visitation
program, will roll out near the
end of the year,

“This will close the remaining
gap in Kentucky's effort to re-
form its educational system,”
said Nicki Patton, the governor's
daughter and head of the early
childhood task force which devel-
oped the proposal,

“The passage of this bill is
historic,” she said.

tened to the ideas of younger, visiting pro-
fessors, heard about their research projects
and knew he was closing in on retirement.

“It involves so many new and different
techniques and ideas that [ have a hard time
relating to,” said Wiley, 65, who retired in
January from the University of lowa College
of Pharmacy. “I think the science that [
would. have to offer is kind of dated, and it's
not fair to expose students to science that's
not really first-class.”

Back in the 1950s and early '60s, when

the Cold War drove the government to pump
money into research and Baby Boomers
started enrolling in college, Wiley benefitted
from the large-scale hiring of professors,
Now those professors are starting to rc

tire, and the trend is being felt nationwide,
said Iris Molotsky, a spokeswoman for the
Washington-based American Association
of University Professars,

cated by the budget crunch of the late
1980s and early '90s, in which many
schools had to impose hiring and promo-
ticn freezes, Molotsky said.

“You just don't have the same number of

people to step in and fill the shoes,” she said.
“That's a problem in a lot of institutions.”

_The School of Arts and Sciences at the
Univers'ty of Richmond in Virginia is los-
ing nearly 10 percent of its faculty to retire-
ment at the end of this academic year.

“We're losing a lot of the long-term loy-
alty; that's not insignificant,” said David
Leary, dean of the school.

At Jowa State University in Ames, half
of the more than 1,400 professors are 50 or
older and 16 percent are 60 or older.

"“In the next decade, we are going to be
facing a replacement of a significant num-
ber of faculty,” Iowa State Provost Rollin

Lexington Herald-Leader
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Richmond said. )

Finding replacements isn't his only con-
cern. New faculty members will need to es-
tablish research.

“For some areas in science, that can
amount to several hundreds of thousands
of dollars over a two- or three-year period
to get them going so that they become com:
petitive,” Richmond said.

But Aaron Podolefsky, provost of the
University of Northern lowa in Cedar Falls
said new professors are “freshly educatec
out of graduate school, and they have seer
the newest in technologies. ... There's a lo
of new excitement, a lot of new ideas.”

NCAA may overhaul college basketball

By Joe Drape
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE
INDIANAPOLIS - Four
months ago the National Colle-
giate Athletic Association signed
a staggering $6 billion, 11-year
television contract for its center-
piece event, the NCAA men's
basketball tournament. This
weekend, four teams — three of
thgm unlikely participants —
will try to cap an entertaining

and unpredictable run of pres-
sure-packed games by competing
for the national title.

This is supposed to be as
good as it gets for college basket-
ball and the body that rules ail of
collegiate sports. So why are so
many people so unhappy?

Even as the tournament
peaks with the Final Four here at
the RCA Dome, a consensus is
developing among coaches, uni-

versity administrators and the
NCAA itself that something is se-
riously wrong with college bas-
ketball — and that sweeping
changes are needed.

An NCAA committee has of-
fered a wide-ranging proposal
that would radically redefine am-
ateurism. For the first time it
would allow college players to
take out loans based on their fu-
ture potential eamings as profes-

sionals, and it would allow them
to use that money to insure them:
selves against career-ending in
juries.

The proposal would also per
mit high school graduates whe
go straight to professional bas
ketball to reconsider their status
should they find pro sports not t
their Iiking, they could go to col

-

(MORE)



NCAA: Coaches

cool to some

parts of plan

lege and still be eligible to play

collegiate ball.

Cedric Dempsey, the NCAA
president, made it clear this week
that his organization was losing
patience with a college basketball
culture that s increasingly
fraught with summei-league
coaches who control access to
teen-agers. shoe companies that
sponsor teams and camps in an
effort to ingratiate themselves
with future stars. and sports
agents or their representatives
who form unofficial entourages
around successful college basket-
hall teams and their elite plavers.

“We need to start rebuilding
the culture, wipe it out complete-
ly,” Dempsev said Thursday.
“We're going to change the cul-
ture and have the right people
making the right decisions of
where these student athletes go to
school.”

But there are other powertul
forces pushing college coaches
and administrators to consider
doing away with the existing
rules. The college game’s star
players are leaving school in
record numbers, often after only a
year or two on campus.

During the 1980s, between 5
and 14 plavers left college early
each year to enter the profession-
al draft. Since 1996, however, an
average of 42 college undergradu-
ates a year have decided to make
themselves available to the Na-
tional Basketball Association
draft before completing their col-
lege eligibility.

NBA officials recently cited
this trend as a reason its televi-
sion ratings are sagging. Because
so many of the best players leave
college so swiftly, league officials
say they no longer inherit popu-
lar stars for a national audience.

*The colleges and universities
are hemorrhaging their marquee
athletes,” said Allen Sack, the di-
rector of the sports management
program at the University of New
Haven. “How is the NCAA going
to retain as many of these great
athletes as possible? They are go-
ing to have to start bending.”

But the proposed changes to
the NCAA's rules would repre-
sent not so much a bending of the
rules as an abrupt break from
them. An NCAA committee spent
two years studying the changes
fml? formalized its pruposal last
all.

By giving high school plavers
a chance to go pro and then come
back to college — and by permit-
ting loans and other financial as-
sistance to college athletes — the
NCAA thinks it couid drive out
unethical agents and other mid-
dlemen who try to ply players
with money and gifts.

¢

A final vote on the proposal
by the full NCAA membership
will not take place until April
2001. and the NCAA staff intends
to lobby college presidents and
administrators to embrace the
plan over the next vear.

But one of college sports’
most powerful constituencies —
the basketball coaches — is vehe-
mently opposed to one part of the
NCAA proposal. Over the past
three months, a rash of player
suspensions over everything from
having received help in paying
prep-school tuition to improper
contact with professional sports
agents has fomented public hos-
tility between basketball coaches
and the NCAA.

Mike Jarvis, the coach of St.
John's, compared the NCAA to
the Gestapo. John Chaney of
Temple wished for a book that
had “every profane word you
could think of” and promised to
heave it at the organization.

Basketball coaches are open to
elements of the amateurism propos-
al,such as allowing players to get
loans and insurance. But they
adamantly oppose the idea of let-
ting high school players try life as
professionals before coming; to col-
lege.

“It is hard enough to convince
a young player that he needs an
education beyond basketball,”
Jarvis said. “The world we live in
now-is that they come for a year or
two, but at least they learn about
things, mature and take something
with them. Now more will bypass
school and I'm not sure how many
will ever come back.”

Under the proposal, if some-
one plays one season as a profes-
sional. he must sit out a season
upon his return to college before
being awarded three years of eli-
gibility. For each subsequent year
as a pro, one year of eligibility
wouid be lost.

“We're already recruiting
high school and junior colleges,”
Syracuse Coach Jim Boeherm
said. “Now wed have to go to
CBA games, even to Europe.”
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20 gfa,ds ‘to join UK list ofhonor

HERALD-LEADER STAFF REPORT

_ The University of Kentucky
-will induct 20 of its graduates
mto the UKHall of Distin.
gmshet_i Alumni, The new mem- l
bers will bring the total of those
recognized to 224,
Distinguished alumni are
choser_l every five years by a
committee made up of past re.
cipients and members of the
Alumni Association board of
directors. Recipients must have
earned a degree from UK at
least 10 years before their con-
sideration. -
This year's honorees are:
graS}a]l_mSAb_ell. National Geo-

phic Society photopra ;
Roi;ert M. Care}f deaﬁroglﬁg
Umvers'ity of Virginia School
of Medicine; .Paul W, Chell-
gren, chairman and CEQ of
Ashland Inc: Maurice G.
Cook, a nationally recognized

authoritiy.on soil and water
conservation practices: Cop-
stantine “Deno” Curris, presi-
dent of.the American Associa-
tion _o_f State Colleges and Unij-
versities; -
‘Dav.id B. Dick, retired CBS
News journalist: Eugene L.
w, founding managing di-
rector of the American Jewish
Committee; Carol Martin “Bi]]" -
G‘atton. banking and automo-
bile dealer executive, and
donor of the largest gift ever 1o
UK; Thomas T. Hammond, I
sports announcer with NBC
Spprts; James F. Hardymon II,
retired chairman and CEQ of !
Texarron: f
. James Host, president
and C_EO of Universzl:l Sports
America and Host Communica-
tions; the late Oliver H. Ray-
mond, founder of Raymond

Equipment Co.; Arthur B. Still,
four-time NFL Pro Bowl defen-
sive end with the Kansas City
Chiefs; James W. Stuckert,
chairman and CEO of Hilliard
Lyons Inc.; William B. Sturgill,
former president of Golden
Qak Mining;

. Chris T. Sullivan, founding
CEO of Qutback Steakhouse;
the late W. Reid Thompson,
member of the Voyager 2 and
Galileo Earth imaging teams
with NASA; Myra Leigh To-
bin. retired managing director
of J&H Marsh & McLennan;
Jeff A. Van Note, six-time NFL
Pro Bowl center with the At.
lanta Falcons and past presi-
dent of the NFL Players Asso-
ciation; and SJ. “Sam” Whalen,
retired president and CEO of
the Aerobraze Corp.
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Sweatshop protest at UK

By Holly E. Stepp
HERALDH EADER EDUCATION WRITER

At least 15 University of Ken-
tucky students chained them-
selves together last night and
staged a sit-in at the basement of
the school's Administration Build-
ing in an effort to highlight the
plight of sweatshop laborers.

After a day of rallying and
protesting, which included dis-
rupting a trustees’ meeting, stu-
dents took over the basement of
the building that houses the of-
fices of UK President Charles
Wethington. He was not there at
the time.

University police had locked
the facility earlier to prevent pro-
testers from entering, but the stu-
dents sneaked in about 5:15 p.m.

Students — who at one point
attempted to order pizza, only to

have police turn away the deliv-
ery person — said they would
stay in the building until the uni-
versity met their demands. They
want UK to join in monitoring ap-
parel makers through an alltance
that is independent of the indus-
try and conducts surprise inspec-
tions. '

“We are tired of waiting for

UK to do the right thing and take
a stand on sweatshop labor,” said
Jay Varellas, a UK senior whn
was among the students sitting-in.

University officials vowed to
resolve the issue by the end of the
night. Officers from the UK de-
partment, Lexington and the Ken-
tucky State Police were on the
scene last night.

Wethington had offered last
night to meet with the students,
but made no promises that their
demands would be met, said UK
spokesman Lloyd Axelrod.

The students — many are
honor students and recipients of
some of UK's most prestigious
scholarships — bound themselves
rogether with bike locks, PVC pip-
ing and chains, Armed with cell
phones, they spent most of the
time sitting on the floor, chatting
with administrators and UK po-
lice officers.

Some of the students' parents
were at the scene last night. Jim
Varellas, Jay Varellas’ father, had
arrived to speak with his son
around 8 p.m,

At issue for the students is
UK's reluctance to join the Work-
ers’ ngl_lts Consortium, a factory-
monitoring group started by stu-
dents, labor unions and other
workers’ groups.

UK, along with 130 other col-
leges, belongs to the Fair Labor
Association, a monitoring group
organized by the apparel indus-
try, the US. Labor Department
and some human-rights organiza-
tions. It calis for periodic inspec-
tions by the companies them-
selves and by outside monitors,
who would certify that the facto-
ries are engaging in fair labor
practices.

Student organizer Luke Boyett
said the WRC is the better organi-
zation to monitor sweatshops.

“We cannot trust Nike and the
other apparel companies to moni-
tor these conditions," Boyett said
before the sit-in began. He also
was part of the sit-in.

The sit-in was a continuation
of an earlier rally when about 65
students disrupted a trustees’
meeting. Before that more than
100 students, union leaders and
community activists protested in
front of the student center.

{~The protest at the trustees’
meeting rt(eisulted in aBplr]omjise
from board chaiman Billy joe
Miles that-He students’ concerns
would be:addressed at the board’s
May 2 meeting.

. “l assure you that many on
this board are sympathetic to this
issue,” Miles said, asking that the



© students allow the trustees to con-
durt their meeting.” -
-7 No one knows-more than I do
about the working oonditions you
i e e LSRR - )
"are protesting,” sdid Miles, whol
said he was traveling to Bolivia
today on business. .

Students participating in the
sit-in said that timetable was not
good enough.

“We have been talking and
meeting with the university for
more than a year, trving to get
them to take a stand,” Varellas
gaid last night. “It's time for UK to
stand on sweatshop labor.”

Which group to joln

Many colleges and universi- -

ties are caught in a tug of war be-
tween two groups set up to end
sweatshops. —— e s

The Fair Labor Association
calls for periodic inspections by
the companies themselves and by
outside monitors, who would cer-
tify that the factories were using
fair labor practices. .- -

The Workers' Rights Consor-
tium calls for surprise inspections
by outsiders. However, major

. manufacturers of college apparel,

such as Nike Inc., are not includ-
ed in the consortium, and the
group’s lack of funding and staff
has led some to- question its effec-
tiveness.

$ RLAJUWL LA UUIIHE\-U AAELY o JV“A\-\JI
the WRC, among them George-'
town and Indiana universities and
the universities gf Hlitipis and
Michigan. R

In some.cases the decisions
were the result of protests similar
to those staged by UK students.
Purdue University students are
entering the second week of a
hunger strike in efforts to make
that university join the WRC.

But the apparel industry has

" taken a tough stance against the
consortium, Last week, Nike end-
ed its agreement with Brown Uni-
versity to supply sports equip-
ment and uniforms, after the
school joined the WRC,

Wethington’s view

Wethington said earlier in the
day that UK could not join WRC
until the administration knew
more about the organization,
which has its founding meeting in
New York this week.

“We didn't join the Fair Labor

Association until almost a vear af-

ter it began,” Wethington said.

It is not that we are unwilling *
to join WRC, but atithis time we !

are not willing to withdraw from
the FLA and join & group we
know so little about,” he said. .
adding that he has seq: a leteer to
all students and faculy and staff

members outlining higposition.

UK junior Amanda Lewis, 20,

said during the afternoon protest
that UK should use its power and
clout to make industries improve
working conditions,

“This university has an enor-
mous amount of influence and can
say it won't allow its logo on
clothing made in sweatshops,”
Lewis said.

Yesterday's protest was one of
the most confrontational between
students and administrators to
date. Students have been holding
rallies for the past year and have

targeted local retailers such as
Old Navy, and they have met with
the UK administration.

Similar student groups also
have formed at other Kentucky
colleges, including Transylvania
University and Centre College.

Reach Hall_v E. Stepp at (606)

231-3484 or af hstepp@herald-
leader com.
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UK presidential search panel

‘non-student members named;

By Holly E. Stepp 7% - Louisville; Elissa Plattner, busi-
HERALD-LEADER EDUCATION WRITER nesswoman, Versailles; Grady
Save for its student mem- Stumbo, doctor, Hindman; and
bers, the committee that will JoEtta Wickliffe, banker, Har-
help select the next University - rodsburg. _ N
of Kentucky president is set. Faculty members: George
Board of Trustees Chairman  Herring, history: Alan Kaplan,
Billy Joe Miles yester- dentistry; .and_ ]udltb school's administration building 10
day announced the Lesnaw, biological sc1- protest sweatshop labor.
trustees and alumni ences. Students said they wanted the uni-
members who  will "Alumni  member: versity 1o sign on to the Workers’
serve on the search James Stuckert, chair- Rights Consortium, an independent
committee.  Student man and CEO, Hilliard monitoring  system for factories
members will be select- Lvons Inc. . where university goods are made.
ed next week. Staff member: Don The consortium requ -, disclosure
e S . ety e e o
ial succes- ; trar. . r
2((:1?;6“ p:)gem]%resident : Wickliffe will serve supports higher wages for workers.
Charles Wethington, Wickliffe as chairwoman. The
who steps down in committee could begin
June 2001. work in the next two months.
Trustee members are:

] WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 2000
Students stage sit-in, urge
disclosure of conditions
where UK goods are made

Associated Press

o

LEXINGTON, Ky. — University of
Kentucky students staged a sit-in and
candlelight vigil vesterday inside the

Ll

Amy Shelton, a UK student and
member of United Students Against
Sweatshops, said 18 students were
a participating in the sit-in at the Ad-
Paul Chellgren, CEO and :

chairman of Ashland Inc., Cov- Reach Holly E. Stepp at gm;g;lsé;azgé IE:‘L?I":E b?:ga !fzrlnguls%
ington; Jack Guthrie, partner. (606) 231.3484 or af . 1

r ) p.m.. and she said a number of stu-
Guthrie/Mays Associates, hstepp@herald-leader.com. dents were gathered outside.

Police and several administrators
were in the building with the stu-
dents. and no food was being allowed
1o be brought to the students inside.
Shelton said.

Students said they planned to rally
N the rest of the week.
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Coach pay to be same for sports,
academics |

Johnson’s parity
may be state’s'1st

By Lee Mueller
EASTERN KENTUCKY BUREAU

PAINTSVILLE — jJohnny
Ray Turner will receive an extra
$4,500 next season for coaching
Johnson Central High School's
boys’ basketball team.

For the first time, Brenda
Porter, the schools’ academic team
coach, also will receive $4.500 for
her extra duties.

Both won their regional cham-
pionships this year, and last week
the Johnson County school hoard
voted unanimously to pay the
coaches of its high school and
middle school academic teams as
much its athletic-team coaches.

Superintendent Orville Hamil-
ton said it might be the first time
such a measure has been ap-
proved. That could not be con-
firmed yesterday as spring break
began in most Kentucky schoopl
districts. The state Department of
Education does not track the dif-
ferences between pay for athletic
coaches and aca-
demic  coaches,
said spokesman
Jim Parks,

But equal pay
for athletic and
academic coaches
is a rarity in a
state where
schools frequent-
ly are accused *of putting too
much emphasis on their ball
teams,

“To my knowledge, there’s not
a school district in Kentucky that
pays its academic-team coaches
what it pays its athletic coaches.”
said John Bennett, execunve direc-
tor of the Kentucky Association
for Academic Competition. “li
may exist, but let's sav that would
be highly surprising to me if that
were the case.”

Louis Stout, commissioner of
the Kentucky High Schooi Athiet-
ic Association, was more cau-
tious. "I would kind of doubi
thev're the first, but thevre prob.
ably the first to make it public.”
he said.

The Anchorage Independent
School District in Jefferson Coun.
tv, for example, has onlv one
school — kindergarten through
the eighth grade — and pays all
faculty members, including coach-
es, the same 825 an hour for extra
duty, said office manager Blanche
Pedigo. .-

However, such equity appar-
.f.g'ntly is rare in bigger systems.

i

Jefferson County, the state's
largest school district, pays all
first-year high school football
and basketball coaches an extra
32,770 a year, while its first-year
academic coaches receive a
$1,662 annual bonus, said
spokeswoman Cathy Craven.

In Johnson County, Pam Bur-
ton, one of four Johnson County
Middle School academic team
coaches, will receive an extra
33,000 next year, the same as the
school’'s basketball' coach, Les
Trimble. Burton and her fellow
coaches received $1,500 extra af-
ter winning the middle school
Governor's Cup championship
fast month for the second
straight year,

“It’s overwhelming to me that
they're actually doing this,” Bur-
ton said vesterday. “It's nice to

be appreciated.”

Hamilton, the superintendent,
admits to a personal conversion
that changed his focus from ath-
letics to academics.

He is in his second tenure as

Johnson County’s superintendent.
Between 1973 and 1982, Hamil-
ton, a star athlete in
high school and col-
lege, concentrated on
upgrading  athletic
facilities on the John-
son Central campus,
He oversaw the
building of a football
stadium, an indoor
swimming pool, a
large  basketball
gyvmnasium and a
baseball park good
enough for a jocal
minor-league  fran.
chise.

Hamilton resigned in 1982 ai-
ter a state police investigation
nto his administraticn, in which

no charges were filed. Hamilton
was succeeded by his brother,
trank Hamilton.

Orville Hamilten savs he re-
turned to the job in 1994 with a

new perspective,

~ “What I've tried to do the last
SIx vears 1s give a boost to our
acadgmlcs in Johnson County.”
Hamilton said. “And 1 think it's
paying off. We've really got some
good academic coaches and ]
want to take care of them. And
th_is 1s mot the only

raise I'm going to get

them.”

. Academic compe-

titton at the middle

school Jevel lasts

lqnger than it does in

high school.  said

Hamilton, so he

hopes to increase the

pay  for middle

schoo] academic

coaches further by

allowing them to

teach about 20 ex.

tended or extra,

days in the summer.

“By the time [ finish, I hope
it's going to amount to about
810,000 extra a year for ghese
academic people in our middle
schools,” he said. _

Academic coaches in the
county's six elementary schools

receive less extra pay than their
counterparts at the middle and
high school levels, but the rate is
the same as for athletic coaches
at elementaries, he said.

Bennett said he is not aware
of any academic coach in the
state who receives as much as
$4.500 for extra duties. He hopes
Johnson County's example will
put pressure on other districts to
follow suit.

Paintsville lawyer Mike Endi-
cott wondered drolly whether the
extra money might also create
another kind of pressure.

“Whether it's $4500 or
$10,000, you're talking about a
lot of extra money now,” Endi-
cott said. “That's going to create
competition for the job — and
pressure on the person who gets
it. How long will it be, do you
think, before an academic coach
loses his or her job because the
team keeps getting waxed in sci-
ence and humanities?”

MOREHEAD, KENTUCKY
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Staff Writer
Re-working
college
degrees

The state's council on
Postsecondary Education has
decided it is time to get
universities to revamp or get
rid of academic degree
programs that produce few
graduates.

A preliminary study has
found that about half of the
1,120 degrees offered at state
universities graduated fewer
than 12 students from 1994 to
1999,

Abgut half of the 530 low
degree-producing programs
are at the bachelor's level and
many fall in the sciences,
education, visual and
performing arts.

{MORE)
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" It has been nearly seven
years since Kentucky's public

universities studied the‘lack
of graduates from certain
programs and now, smce_the
legislature passed a law in
1997, the council has the '
power to cut programs as it
seegs fit. _
Gordon Davies, president
of the council, said most
universities will probably
want to close programs on
their own without being
forced to do so by the counql.
Morehead State University
closed two degree programs 1

. human sciences (similar to

home economics) last year.
The council said the low-

wver everyLng from
certificates in executive
assistant and secretary
training to doctoral degrees in
art history.

In specialized areag of
education, engineering,
technology, foreign languages,
visual and performing arts,
few colleges met the standard,
although they were very
active in those fields, the
gtudy said.

Some university leaders
say they should be able to
review the programs on their

.. own before conducting a
: statewide review. Other

universitv leaders sav the

:: university leaders say the

statewide review is an
opportunity to be more
critical in their own internal

Maybe some programs will )

.. ba scaled back; maybe some

will'be eliminated and some

* could be lumped together.

In 1994, a review +
comrmission cited more than

" 200 degrees in the state's | |

universities that ghouid be -
diseontintiea.;:‘".ii’i'-‘

*Why has?it _taken th
commission another seven_
years to look at degree

L 1
programs that aren't
inor?
produ(‘:lln_g.“__*___* Yeow . . .
-With: the advancement._ofl
“téchnieal ¢ollbges-and. their

YD PRSP i

X
e

power to certify students and

», give some .associate degrees,
* universities should review

themselves every year,

YL L V-

. . Seme university programs
. Teviews.
degree producing programs ews overlap technical degrees and
] other college programs den't
-,.\Eedclx enough. "TTTERET Y
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Murray State scales back building plans :

iated Press that will eventuaily house 1,200 stu- amounts. the second floor of thet._;
Associa dents, although there won't be that West Regional Postsecpndargr llilducta_i
many students initially. And they say tion Center may remain a shell until _
MURRAY, _Ky. ed Mux;{rqy Sltate it's {heaper to build one building more money becomes available, said
University has;calgu back its phans now instead of constructing two John Yates, Murray State dean of;
:‘ggat;let\;vﬁl:gpthlgs:;s:a 2?525;’3{0 ?t?é smaller buildings. - conténumg educatnon. ke the bid;"
. I eeki a
$5.3 million that had been projected So when the bid specifications go wiﬁ l‘fgﬁ;ﬁf g; zsmd tII:% bids will
for start-up costs. out later this month, they will give be opened May 23. The building is
‘Mumy State officials insist they contractors several options to bid on.

scheduled for completion by the falk-t
need the 36,000-square-foot building Depending on the fipal bid of 2001.
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EKU hires ex-Cat. Ford as new coach

By Rick Balley
HERALDLEADER STAFF WRITER

RICHMOND — Travis Ford
didn't wait long to make his first
sales pitch as Eastern Kentucky's
new basketball coach.

A couple of hours after his in-
troduction as Scott Perrv’s suc-
cessor yesterday, Ford met with
one of his most critical audiences:
the Colonels’ returning players.

“l want to find out which
players want to make the com-
mitment tc get this program to
the top of the OVC.” said Ford.
who had a 58-40 record in three
vears at Campbellsville.

“Do they want to make the
commitment on the court, in the
weight room and in the class-

room? If they
say no 10 any
of those ques-
tions they
don’t need to be
here, If they
say yes 1 hope
everyone stays.
The talent lev-
el is very
good.”

Some of the
players were re-
serving judg-
ment; others
were excited
about playing
for Ford, a for-
mer All-South-
eastern Confer-
ence performer
at kentucky.

“I'm not
sure about any-
thing," said
sophomore
Whitney Robin-
son, the

Colonels' point guard. “He made a
good first impression.”

“l just hope he does all the
stuff he said,” junior George
Selden said. “I want to win. and
I'm not leaving.”

Junior Darce! Williams said it
was hard to persevere during a 6-
21 season, but he was optimistic
with the coaching change, Ford
“seemed  very  impressive,”
Williams said.

“He was a childhood hero,”
said Chris Gamett, a 6-foot-10
freshman from Tucker, Ga. “I re-

member he was a little guard in
the SEC who didn't bacgku down
from anybedy. He has a lot of ep.
ergy and enthusiasm.”

th those traits and » plan
to bring winning basketball to
Kastern, Ford, 30, won over Presi-
dent Robert Kustra and Athletic
Director Jeff Long during inter.
views last week.

“When Travis laid out how he
would tumn things around, it was
very impressive,” Kustra said.
“He focused on practice, the im-
portance of discipline and strye-
ture and how to get the job done
on the floor. Everyone was im-
pressed with his talent, his win.
ning ability and the commitment
he makes to us. It's g great in-
vestment for Eastern.”

Lexington Herald-Leader
Wednesday, April 5, 2000

An article on Page Bl Sunday about the Council
on Postsecondary Education’s degree productivity
review may have been unclear. Productivity is deter-
mined by the average number of degrees produced
over five vears.
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Ex-UK star Ford takes
Eastern job

Inherits program
without a winning
season in 7 years

By C. L. BROWN
The Courier Journal

RICHMOND, Ky. — Travis
Ford discarded his gray sport
coat in favor of an Eastern
Kentucky University maroon
blazer yesterday after being
named the Colonels’ new bas-
ketball coach.

Though the sleeves were a
little long, Eastern hopes Ford
proves to be tailor-made for its
program, He replaces Scott
Perry, who resigned last month.

“Eastern Kentucky basketball
can be great,” Ford told about
100 peopie at yesterday's news
conference. “I'm not getting
into wins and losses, but I do
promise that you will see a
team that will be exciting and,
most importantly, a team that
will improve each game.”

Ford, a native of Madison-
ville, spent the past three sea-
sons as head coach at Camp-
bellsville University. He played
college basketball just down
the road at the University of
Kentucky. But unlike at UK,
he'll have to build the Colonels
into a winner.

In three seasons Perry, who
resigned March 7, led Eastern
to a 19-61 record, including 6-21
this past season. The Colonels
haven't had a winning season
since going 15-12 in 1992.93,

: and their last 20-win year was

1978-79.

Despite the team’s recent his-
tory, Ford said he doesn’t view
it as intimidating.

“I don’t really look at it that
way,” he said. “'[ look at what
this school has to offer. If |
didn't believe we could win, |
wouldn’t be here right now,”

Ford, 30. received a four-vear
contract with a base salary of
$80,000.

Whether playing or coaching,
he isn't accustomed to strug-
gling. He played in a Final Four
as a star guard at UK under
Rick Piting. He led Campbells-
ville, an NAIA school, to a 67-
31 record in three seasons, in-
cluding back-to-back 20-win
seasons. He said he expects
success to become the norm at
Eastern, too.

“Do I have
a time limit?
No, 1 don't.
But it will be
quick,” he
said. “I do not
deal well with

losing.”
Before he
can win on
the court, he
Travis Ford must win over
predicts the the players.
Colonels will  Darick Mat-
“enjoy the tox was the
style that | only senior on
bring."” this  year's

team, but sev-
eral players still feel emotional
;ies to Perry and might trans-
er.

Perry, a former assistant at
Michigan, used his recruiting
connections to lure five Detroit
natives to Eastern. Other play-
ers, such as George™ Selden of
Burbank, Calif., said they came
to Eastern because of Perry.

“Everybody felt like crying
or leaving,” Selden said about
the day of Perry's resignation.
“People have to think about
their situations. I'm a frising)
senior, 50 I'm going to,g5dy.”

Basketball's natiogiEsee
period will begin nefa¥es
day. Ford planned @
the players last nigi

THE COURIER JOURNAL
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Wuni to pianv in s up-tempo, aggres-
sive svstem, whieh he smd s similar
Lo UK's teams under Pitino.

“1 would be disappointed if they
weren't foyal.” ord said, “*Does that
mean they won't want 1o play for
me? No. 11hink thev'll enjoy the style
that { bring.”

_Athlenc directar Jeff Long inter-
viewed 1% candidates, but only three
were brought 1o campus. Former Vir-
pmia couch Jeit Jones and Charlotte
biornets ssistant derry Laves were
1ne fist (o be nerviewed on cam-
HUs,

iford apparently made the biggesl

impression.

“When he came on board. his ex-
citement affected evervbody.”™ Long
said, adding that Ford was the only
candidate to be offered the job.

Campbellsville President Michael
V. Carter said in a statement: "I
know Travis will alwavs hold a dear
place in his heart for Campbellsville
University since we were the place
that gave him his first opportunity to
coach coellege ball, Even though we
will greatly miss him, we know he
will be successful at EKU.”

L LA v

Centre team escapes injury in bus crash

Associated Press

EAST RIDGE. Tenn. — A bus car-
rying members of the Centre College
women’s softhall team was in colli-
sions with two tractor-trailers as the
players returned home from a
rained-out game. One person was
hospitalized with minor injuries. )

Joe McDaniel. athletic director at
Centre in Danville, Ky., said the bus
collided Monday with a tractor-trail-

rain along Interstate 75 in Tennes-
see, just north of the Georgia border.

The second truck struck the bus
from behind.

The bus driver, Matt Babbs, was
taken to Erlanger Medicat Center in
Chattanooga for observation and lat-
er released. The team’s coach, man-

ager, trainer and six players escaped

injury. _
The truck drivers also were not
hug.

charter bhus company, Bluegrass
Tours, based in Lexington, Ky., sent
another bus for the team, and the
team arrived home Tuesday.

East Ridge police Chief Joe Seben-
ick said the wreck forced authoritics
10 close the northbound lanes of 1-73,
causing delays of up to two hours.

The team was returning from At-
lanta. where it was scheduled to play
Agnes Scott College. The team, In its
second year of fast-pitch softball. is
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Young players no guarantee for Florida’s future

By Jerry Tipton
HERALDLEADER STAFF WRITER ) .
In the old days, a loss in the national champi-
onship game would have been a beginning, not an
ending for a fuzzy-cheeked team like Florida.
But, of course, these aren't the old days.
Florida used only one senior in a 10-playver ro-
tation that advanced the Gators to the NCAA Tour-
nament finals. Yet, after losing 89-76 to senior-led
Michigan State Monday night,
On the F]orid'a‘s futurkg was filled with
uestion marks.
back page ! Will sophomore star Mike
W Michigan State  Miller enter this vear's NBA
players retum home  draft as is widely speculated?
to warm welcome Will heralded freshman
from fans Donnell Harvey do the same?
Will low-post strong man

Udonis Haslem?

No wonder, sophomore guard Ted Dupay only
shook his head when asked whether he thought a
hugely talented Florida team would return intact
next season {minus that one senior, guard Kenyan
Weaks). _ .

“You never know,” said [c);lfxgay,dwlll'lo faces
surgery to repair a tom rotator and then a six-
mor%tl?rehabﬁ?tatiom “You never know. Mike defi-
nitely has options. Donnell has options. U.D. has
options. I hope (all three stay). But you never know
what will happen. -

“Selﬁshl;ﬁ?d Jove to have him come back. The
NBA, that's everybody's goal: Their main goal.
These guys have got a chance. They’re good. God
so good. They have to look at the broad picture.”

Miller, who admitted earlier in he week that he
spoke numerous times with agent Andy Miller (no
relation) during the season, was coy about his
plans,

When asked after Florida beat Oklahoma State
in the East Region finals whether he'd turn pro this
spring, Miller said with a smile, “I'll plead the
fifth.”

Miller was vague when asked again after the
Michigan State game.

“Who knows?" he said. “It’s difficult to say

anything right now after a loss
like that. I have to sit down and
talk to coach. We'll figure out
something.”
) Swea_ring an oath of impartial-
ity, Florida Coach Billy Donovan
saw his young stars needing to re-
turn next season,

“1 .don't think anybody on our
team is remotely close to turning
pro right now."said Donovan,

truth. they were hard to guard.”
he said. “You know. they come in
with two or three shooters. two or
three muscle men. and they can
do both things.

who noted that he sharpened his
eye for pro readiness as a Ken-
tucky assistant. “They're just not
ready emotionally, physically and
mentally. .

“I'm saying that sincerely, not
to keep the team intact. But a lot
of time, it's not up to me.”

Miller's play in the Final Four
suggested he should stay at Flori-
da. He made only five of 18 shots
fone of eight from three-point
range) and averaged 10 points in
the two games in Indianapolis.

After Monday night's game,
former Michigan State All-Ameri-
can Earvin “Magic” Johnson took
Miller aside and advised him to
return to Florida next season,

“Mike's skill level is probably
not going to get a whole lot bet-
ter,” Donovan said, “But (NBA of-
ficials) want to know if he can
play 82 games without breaking
down. He played tired against

North Carolina and Michigan
State.”

. Miller also showed his youth
in the championship game when
he lost the ball needlessly trying
to begin a move with a behind.
the-back dribble,

Florida did not stand still this
recruiting year. The Gators added
one impact plaver in Orien
Gr@ene, a G-foot-5 swingman from
Gainesville, He was Florida's Mr.
Basketball this season.

Without a mass exodus, Flori-
da figures to be a Final Four con-
tender again next season. Michi-
gan State Coach Tom lzzo needed
no more convineing.

“Defensively; to tell you the

I think next year they could
be scary because each guy's going
to get better.”

But Florida's prospects next
season may depend on whether
several plavers show that im-
provement in Gainesville or on
the NBA circuit.

That unknown left the Gators
lamenting the missed opportuni-
ty. '

“We definitely want to trv to
get back here again,” Haslem said.
“The fact is we wanted 1o win
tonight and nothing’s guaranteed
m life.”
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School stands by demsmn to have students arrested

By Holly E. Stepp,
linda B. Blackford
and John Cheves.
HERALD-LEADER STAFF WRITERS

The University of Kentucky is
standing by its decision to alléw the
arrests of 12 students early yesterday
after an eight-hour sit-in at the campus
administrative building.

The arrested students, however,
are vowing to conduct daily protests
and marches until UK joins a labor-
backed sweatshop-monitoring alliance,
Yesterday, students rallied:at UK be:
fore marching to the Fayette County
Courthouse for the arrested students’
arraignments,

About 17 students entered the ad-
ministrative building around 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday and bound themselves to-
gether with bike locks, PVC piping
and chains. After hours of negotiating,
12 of them were amrested by UK and
Lexington pol:ce at 1 40 y&sterday
morning.

The arrests. are thought to be the
first during a protest at UK since 1970,
whenmorethanti&wereamtedd e

_.,.. _\
et Ps:i -

student Jay Albright.
“The whole situation
could have been handied
a lot more professional-
ly.”

Stephanie Blessing,
one of the students who
was arrested, said she
was surprised by the ad-
ministration’s actions.

“They made it very
clear that they weren't
willing to negotiate with
us at all” she said,

However, student
Darin Holloway, a self-
described heckler at yes-
terday afternoon’s
protest, said students
had not given FLA long
enough to work,

" “Cops should have

tear-gassed the bunch of

them,” he said, holding a

copy of the student

handbook. “I look at it as a waste of
time.”

After yesterday’s protest, the 12

The misdemeanor convictions
would remain on the student's crimi-
nal records permanentiy. However, af-
ter five-years, if they are not arrested
again, they can ask a judge to ex-
punge their records, effectively clear-
ing them.

Aftér-their arraignment, the pro-
testers met with UK officials, including

" Stockham, the dean of stadents; UK at-

tarney Richard Plymale; and Kyle
Moats; an ' dssistant marketing director,

But President Charles Wethington,
who has refused to meet with the stu-
dents, did not attend. Wethington’s
stance has been at the heart of stu-
dents’ complaints.

Wethington, in an open letter sent
to all students and faculty and staff
members, said that UK has “no sound
basis” for concludmg the FLA doesn’t
work.

“We hope you appreciate our view
that it would be premature to withdraw
from FLA and premature to join WRC”
he wrote.

ing a protest in responsé to the shooi: students were arraigned in Fayette Dis-
ing of four students at Keitt Smthm- trict Court. - ey o Zministrators. emphasized
versity in Oftio, < /0 videdar o The :ftudentsKenterIeId niot-guilty es:“?vr: e ‘;’Dgtt; edog edutgoat:{.l; EERgaEu
: t . -
/ UK spokesman” UOYd- AXEll'Od pleas. Ch'h Judge R evAm o;nﬁe Set pre- zation that does not meet the standards
$4id the university, wanis forkeep the,  lminary hearings for April f fairn d "
Hfalogue open ‘with the'g but The 11 students arrested inside the- 01 ess and decency to students,
oy 12 “Civil and Fepit T administration building were charged  Pmalesaid ,
- “It's unfortunaté that if: ended as 1t with second-degree trespassing, a Class cially g;ﬁterurasg?d they wererit espe-
g;gp::?stx tz)iligntglsptrlotlglctm, Out:e have the' B misdemeancr that carfes a potential . “Tt was all right, but it's the same
waid Andfion property,™ .%;Iml_tjzhof“ ?23.%{5..1,1} __Jal‘] ;and a $2§0. kind ?ifn thing we;;eLbuien Bgoing for
. e some " protes e i
At issue is which sweatshop moni- Another student, Gabriel Sperber, after the t?leelzing. yett said
toring orgamzananKshould join. 19, was arrested outside the huilding The group also made plans to
UK, along with more than 130 oth- while shouting protests at police; he speak at the university Board of
er colleges, is a member of the Fair La- was charged with ha- Trustees meeting on May 2. Board
bor Association, a group supported by rassment, also a Class B chairman Billy Joe Miles had made the
the apparel fndustry. ==~ misdemeanor. same promise on Tuesday, when pro-
Students say the group is dominat- It is unlikely that testers distrupted the board meetmg be-
ed by the industry -and-that-the-Werk- any of students will face fore staging the sit-in.

ers’ Rights Commission, which has 33
college members, is the better group to
monitor labor practices. Transylvania
University belongs to the WRC.

For now, the UK administration
and students seem to be at an impasse.
UK has said it won't renounce the FLA,
nor will it join the WRC,

Roughly 40 protesters rallied again
at noon yesterday.

David Stockham, dean of students,
said he wouldn't officially comment on
the situation. But at one point during
the protest, he took: the bullhorn to.ad-
dress students“who had gathered in-

. front of the UK Student,Center,-""22 0

“There is wﬂhngn&s to d:scuss,
but to come forward simply with 3 new
“Set of demands is ot discussion, " he
said.

= Some studem:s-sard'they‘were tak-

en aback by the.arrests,
“I'm not.very informed but I think
the arrests were a little extreme,” said

jail time. Prosecutors are
offering the students a
plea deal: Each case can
be settled for a $250 fine,
Assistant County Attor-
ney Jack Miller said.

The students’ attor-
ney, James Varellas, said
he'll discuss the offer
with his clients before
their next court appear-
ance.

Varellas said he was
asked to take the case by _
his son, Jay, who partici-_ 4
pated in the sit-in but”
was not arrested, _

“‘'m sure we mn
réach a reasonable agree-
ment,” Varellas said’:

“These are good kids, good students.
Théy're dcting on their conscience.”

Miles was traveling outside the
country vesterday and could not be
reached. Board vice-chairman Steven
Reed said he was committed to making
sure the students’ concerns are aired
befare the board.
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UK officials meet with protesters after sit-in

Students demand
that school fight
sweatshops more*

Associated Press .

LEXINGTON, Ky. — A dozen
students were arrested during a
git-in at the University of Ken-
tucky's administration building
early yesterday, and one was
treated for minor injuries, a
spokeswoman for United Students
Against Sweatshops said.

Amy Shelton, a junior from
Louisville, said the students were
demanding that the school sup-
port stronger monitoring of appar-
el makers. .

The sit-in capped a day of rally-
ing and protesting that included
disrupting a meeting of university
trustees. L

Student Anna Morgan Ellis was
treated at the UK Hospital for
neck pain, then discharged, after
her arrest, a hospital spokeswom-
an said. .

Eighteen students chained
themselves together Tuesday
night and took over the basement
of the building that houses the of-
fice of UK President Charles
Wethington. University police had
locked the building to keep pro-
testers out, but the students
sneaked in about 5:15 p.m. -

Students said they would stay
in the building until the university
met their demands. Officers broke
up the demonstration about 1:30
a.m. when they arrested 12 stu-
dents on charges of second-de-
gr%a criminal trespass, Shelton
said.

%

The group wants UK to join an
alliance that monitors apparel
makers through surprise inspec:

i tions. The alliance is independent
; of the industry. The students pian
another rally later today. ;

UK, along with 138’ aother col-
leges, belongs to the Fair Labor
Association, a monitoring group
organized by the apparel industty,

. the U.S. Labor Department and

some human-rights organizations,
It calls for periodic inspections by
the companies themselves and by
outside monitors, who would cer-
tify that the factories are engaging
in fair labor practices. R
But the students want the uiii-!
versity to join the Workers’ Right$
Consortium, a factory-monitoring.
group started by students, labor
unions and other workers’ groups.
“We are tired of waiting for UK
to do the right thing and take a.
stand on sweatshop labor,” sdid
Jay Varellas, a §enior who joineq
the sit-in. i e

Officers from the UK depa’_r‘t,l'-

ment, Lexington and the Ken-
tucky State Police were on the
scene Tuesday, night. At one
point, the students tried to order
pizza, but police turned the deliv-
ery person away: .
Many of the protesters are hon;
or students who hold some of.
UK’s most prestigious scholar-
ships. The students bound them-
selves together 'with bike locks,
plastic pipe and chains. Equipped
with cellular phones, they spent
most of the time sitting on the

floor, chatting with administrators.
and campus police. -

Some of the students’ parents.
were present Tuesday night. .

Student organizer Luke Boyett,.
who took part in the sit-in, said
the Workers' Rights Consortium 18
the better organization to monitor
sweatshops.

“We cannot trust Nike and the
other apparel companies to moni-
tor these conditions,” he said.

The sit-in was a continuation of
an earlier rally at which about 65
students disrupted a meeting of
trustees. Before that more than
100 students, union leaders and
community activists protested in
front of the student center. N

The protest at the trustees’:
meeting led Chairman Billy Joe.
Miles to promise the students that;
the trustees would address theJis:-
sue at their May 2 meeting. <. |

~«[ assure you that many on is:
board are sympathetic to thigsis-}
sue,” Miles said, asking studehts;
to let the trustees conduct their.

- meeting.

The students said Miles’ prom-.
ise was not enough. -

“We have been talking dnd:
meetini with the university for’
more than a year, trying to get
them to take a stand,” VareHas
said Tuesday night. :
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The money game
NCAA rule changes unlikely to solve real problem

Association issued a report

The National Collegiate Athletic
last week full of hand-wring-

ing over losing some of its most tal-

ented players to the National Bas-
ketball Association.

After two years of study, an
NCAA committee has recommended
allowing college players to take out
loans based on potential earnings
and letting high school players try
life as professionals before even
coming to college.

Some college coaches have al-
ready pointed out pitfalls in this ap-
proach; over the next year, the
practicalities and consequences will
surely be explored.

But it seems that the debate
ought to begin with something
much more fundamental. It should
be less about how to compete with
the pros for the marquee players
and more about the NCAA’s basic
mission: running amateur sports
programs with athletes who are
also students.

If the superstar players want to
bypass or leave college, let them.
Fill the teams with the remaining
talented players who also want an
education.

The fans won't leave. While a
high-profile player recruited from
another coiintry may add some

spice to the play, fans support a
college team primarily because it is
the college team. And they follow a
player into the pros mostly because
of the loyalty and respect earned
during the college years.

It's hypocritical of NCAA offi-
cials to complain about the big-
business environment surrounding
college athletes: the agents and en-
tourages, the hangers-on with hand-
outs, the summer-league coaches
with shoe contracts. After all, the
NCAA has made college sports a
big business. Right now, it has a $6
billion, 11-year television contract
for the men’'s basketball tourna-
ment.

It won't be easy to stop a slide
down such a shippery slope — if
that's really the aim.

The NCAA is wortied more
about what it sees as a talent drain.
During the 1980s, 5 to 14 players
left college early each year to enter
the professional draft. Since 1996,
however, an average of 42 college
undergraduates a year have decided
to make themselves available to the
NBA draft before completing eligi-
bility.

And why shouldn’t they? At the
rate things are going, college sports
are as much a business as the pros,
except the athletes don’t get paid.

Lexington Herald-Leader
Friday, April 7, 2000

Madison County

Fumes send 24 at EKU to hospital:
'I:“fentnyour emplovees from Eastern Kentucky
University were taker to Pattie A. Clay Hospital™
in Rlchmon_d yesterday after an employee spilled
some cleaning fluid. Richmond Assistant Fire

Chjef_ Elra Perkins said
printing press on cam

an employee cleaning a
pus promptly wiped up the

spllled_ﬁl_ud. ‘but fumes filled the air and people in
the building complained of nausea and head-
aches. The 24 people were treated and all had
been released from the hospital by last night.
Perl’m}s said safety guidelines for the chemical
don’t indicate any serious conseguences from

short-term exposure.
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Hazing victim
to get $1 million

By KIM WESSEL
The Courier-Journal

A fraternity that once had a
chapter at the University of
Louisville has agreed to pay
$1 million to a former student
who was severely beaten dur-
ing a hazing ritual three years

0.
agShawn A. Blackston, 26,
had been awarded $931,428
by a Jefferson Circuit Court
jury last July. Omega Psi Phi

raternity initially appealed
the verdict, but now it has
agreed to settle the case for
$1 million and drop the ap-
peal.

Blackston, who was beaten
with a wooden paddie and
hospitalized with renal fail-
ure. called the settlement a
“blessing.”

“I'm glad that everything is
over and done with,” he said
yesterday. “I can move for-
ward with the rest of my
life.”

Blackston 1s fully recovered
and now works at Sam
Swope Auto Group in Louis-
ville, detailing cars.

He said he hopes that
“something good" will come
from his case.

“I think it has made a pow-
erful statement that hazing
will not be tolerated,” he
said. “I hope everyone will
take heed.”

Neither the National Pan
Hellenic Council nor the Na-
tional Interfraternity Council,
which govern fraternities and
sororities, Keep statistics on
the amounts of such settle-
ments across the country. But
Blackston's attorney, Glenn
Cohen, said he's not aware of
a.bigger settlement — or a
larger verdict — in a fraterni-
ty hazing case.

Omega Psi Phi. a tradition-
ally African American frater-

nity, has had problems with hazing
elsewhere, as well. Its chapters have
been banned at times at Indiana Uni-
versity and Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity. As a result of what happened to
Elackston, U of L banished the Ome-
ga Psi Phi chapter from its campus
tor at least 10 years.

IN 1997, A jurv awarded a for-
mer Indiana University student
$774.500 for a hazing incident, in-
volving two weeks of beatings, at
that school's chapter of Omega Psi
Phi. Also in 1997, a jury awarded
$375.000 to a former University of
Marvland student who was haospital-
1zed tor a week after being severely
peaten by members of the same fra-
ternity

Officials at Omega Psi Phi’s nation-
al headquarters in Decatur, Ga., re-
ferred all questions to their lawver,
Steve Bowden, who was not available
for comment yesterday.

Willie Peale, an attorney in Frank-
fort who represents Omega Psi Phi's
chapters in Kentucky and Tennessee.
‘c;;)uld not be reached for comment ei-

er.

Shervl Snyder, the attornev who
handled Omega Psi Phi's appeal in
Blackston's case. said he was not au-
thonzed to say why the fraternity de-
cided to settle, nor could he say

where the fratermity 1s getting tne
money.

According to the settlement agree-
ment, which was filed in Jefferson
Circuit Court this week, Blackston
was paid $600.000 when the settle-
ment was reached, and will be paid
the rest over the next four years.

Snvder noted that the jury’s verdict
of $931.428, which was awarded in
July, carried 12 percent interest an-
nually. And if Omega Psi Phi pursued
its appeal — which could have taken
another vear or more — and lost. 1!
might have had to pay another S]
million 1n interest.

SNYDER SAID that, according
to the agreement, the fraternity will
not pay interest on the $400,000 it
has vet to pay.

After a four-day trial last vear, a
Jefferson County jury found that
Omega Psi Phi's national organiza-
tion knew — or should have known
— that its U of L chapter was hazing
initiates and that it didn’t take appro-
priate actions to prevent the hazing.

It ordered the fraternity to pav
§750,000 in punitive damages and to
reimburse Blackston $181.428 for his
medical expenses, lost wages and
pain and suffering.

According to testimony at trial,
Blackston and other initiates were
struck repeatedly with paddles. The
pledges were made to eat dog food.

stay up all night and run around a
track carrving bricks, Cohen said.

Blackston was beaten between
11:30 p.m. April 2. 1997, and 3 a.m.
the next day. He was admitted to Co-
lumbia Suburban Hospital. now Nor-
ton Suburban Hospital. in critical
condition.

After the incident, the national
Omega Psi Phi fraternity suspended
U of L's chapter, and U of L revoked
the fraternity’s charter. Blackston
filed his lawsuit in June 1997

AT THE TIME of the jurv's ver-
dict. Peale, the attorney who repre-
sented the fraternity, said he thought
only the people who administered the
beating should have been held re-
sponsible, not the national organiza-
tion.

The national organization’s “'state-
ment position” on hazing, which was
provided at the time of the incident,
said the fraternity “strictly prohibits
and expressly denounces the practice
of hazing in any form" against any-
one secking admission

The hanabook o1 the National Pan
Hellenic Council. the governing or-
ganization of the nine historically Af-
rican-American fraternities and so-
rorities, specifically opposes “any
form of hazing in the membership
development and intake process.”
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"Now I can lie down and have pleasant
dreams,” said Dr. Earl Bentley, reflecting on
his 30-year career at Morehead State
University.

Bentley, professor emeritus whose
professional background includes coaching as
well as classroom teaching, was honored
with the MSU 2000 Founders Day Award for

University Service on Thursday. "It's great to
knoiv people have that much confidence in
* somtune,” Bentley said.- .
Thie festivities marked MSU’'s 78th
anniversary as a public institution of higher
learning.
“MSU provided me an opportunity to do
the many things I had dreamed about," said
Bentley, an Alabama native who was

chairman of MSU's
Department of Health,
Physical Education and
Recreation when he retired in
1989,

Bentley has continued to
Bupport activities on campus
since his retirement. He is a
member of the MSU Retiree
Association where he works
alongside his wife LeMerle
who retired as an assistant
librarian after more than 20
years at MSU.

Other Morehead residents
recognized at the Founders
Day luncheon were
outstanding faculty and staff
fund raisers April Haight and
Madonna Weathers, and MSU
Fellows.

‘ Stephanie Davis photo
Dr. Earl Bentley, left, received the university service award, presented by Gene
Caudill. At far left is Bonnie Eaglin.

Dr. Bentley honored

By STEPHANIE DAVIS
Managing Editor

“What's really important is
when you are recognized by
your alma mater,” said Dr.
Lucian Yates III, Founders
Day speaker.

"I cherish many of the
memories | had here,” he said.

Yates is a two-time
graduate of MSU and is
currently superintendent of
the 9,000-student Harrisburg,
Pa., school distnct,

That morning, a memorial
brick ceremony was held at

the university s memorial

plaza near the bell tower 1n
front of the Camden-Carroll
library.

Recognized were 39
deceased faculty and staff
members, who had
contributed 580 years of
service to the university. An
inscribed brick showing their
name and vears of service will
be placed in the memorial
plaza.

During the ceremony,
names and years of service
were read aloud, followed by a
tolling of the bell.

“We're grateful to the
friends and family of these
honorees,” said MSU
President Ronald Eaglin.
“This will be a permanent
record of those who have gone
betore.”
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Letlt’s recyc

Construction of new
center to begin soon

By CHRIS TURNER
Staff Writer

The new recycling center is close to becoming a
reality with construction beginning as early as
the end of this month. '

Packs’ Inc., of Morehead, was the low bidder at
$909.900 to construct the new center. The bids
were opened at a meeting of the recycling board
on March 23.

April Haight, manager of the recycling
program at Morehead State University and chair
of the recycling board, said that construction is
ready to begin as soon as the paperwork
regarding the land is completed.

The board is purchasing approximately one
acre of land for $65.500 across from the
Montessori School on Triplett Street from Perkco
Ine, which is owned by Clayton Perkins.

Haight said the paperwork will probabily be
completed next week and that a ground breaking
could be held as early as April 20.

"I'm pretty excited. It should be a lot nicer for
employees and the public. We've had schoo!
groups out at the old center and had to scream
over the traffic on U.S. 60," she said. The new
center will have rooms to hold educational
classes.

which is located on U.5. 60.
The state is acquiring the land
for the new bypass.

The total cost of the new
center and the land will be
approximately $274,000.

The city and county was
awarded a loan from the
Kentucky Infrastructure
Authority for $150,000. The
Recycling Board was also
awarded a $156,000 loan from

the Kentucky Area
Development District.
Haight said that the

remaining $26,000 would be
used to cover miscellaneous
expenses.

The Recycling Board, which
will oversee the the new
center, was created out of an
inter-local agreement between
Rowan County, the city of

le

University. Each agreed t¢
contribute $23,000 annually tc
run the center and for debi
service. '

The operating cest of the
new center is expected to be
approximately $58,000 a year.

Of the $69,000 that the city,
county and university will
contribute annually, $30,000
of that will go to debt service,
the remaining $39,000 will be
used to help with operating
expenses. The center itself wili
also generate revenues.

The Recycling Board
members are Troy Perkins
and Phylis Tremmer,
representing Rowan County;
Allie Secar and Alan Baldwin,
representing the city of
Morehead; April Haight and

Construction is expected to take approximately

three and a half months.

Haight also said that they had received the 30

day notice on March 31 to vacate the old center,

Morehead and Morehead State

MSU.
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Student demonstrators are standing up
for other people, not just themselves

By Holly E. Stepp .,
HERALDLEADER EDUCATION WRITER

At the University of Ken-
tucky, students are often more
fikely 1o complain about the
number of Wildcat basketball
tickets or the parking woes on
Campus.

And even then, they are un-
likely to be so upset that they
would stage public protests.

So when 12 UK students
were arrested last week for
staging an anti-sweatshop sit-
in in the university administra-

ton building, it marked a
change for a campus that's rel-
atively quiet in political terms.

Some university chservers
say protests like the one at UK
and similar ones at other uni-
versities are a sign of bigger
change in student activism.

“These students are willing
to take a stand on something
that doesn't affect them divectly,”
said Clark University sociology
professor Robert Ross, who has
been following the protests.

A student sit-in at Tulane

University has gone on for
more than a week, Students at
Purdue University ended a
hunger strike Friday.

Ross compares the recent
wave of protests to those of the
mid-1980s, when university
students pushed their schools
to divest holdings in compa-
nies that did businéss in
apartheid South Africa.

“Srudents are realizing that
their universities have the pow-

er to influence businesses and
their practices,” Ross said.

“The anti-apartheid demon-
strations are a very powerful
model for these students,” he
said.

UK's protesters agree.

“We have seen what student
activism can do,” said junior
Luke Boyett.

It has been awhile since UK
stucents have taken such sirong
public stands on global issues.
Protests in recent years have cen-
tered on tuition increases and
drew fewer students.

The last arrests of student
protesters are thought to have
been in 1978, when 12 members

of UK's Iranian Student Associa-
tion and their supporters disrupt-
ed a speech by CIA Director
Stansfield Turner. They accused
the CLA of supporting Iranian se-
cret police, controlied by the
Shah of Iran.

. More than 40 students were
arrested in 1970 in probably the
most well-known protests at
UK. Students were protesting
the shooting of four students at
Kent State University in Ohio,
and protesters set fire to an Air
Force RQTC armory on carm-
pus. The National Guard was
called in to to prevent further
violence.

Ross said the students' de-
mands are also different — and
more focused — than in the past.

“In the late "60s and '70s,
protests-staried with the war and
ranged from everything to get-
ting fired professors rehired,” he
said.

The students are offering al-

ternatives, Ross sald.

The lack of a personal con-
nection to the issue is also a big
change.

“Most of these students have
never seen a sweatshop, let alone
met those who have,” said Maria
Roeper, a staff member of the
New  York-based  Workers'
Rights Consortium. “They sim-
ply believe that sweatshops and
inhumane working conditions
are wrong."

Darrell Grimes, representing

Orthers say that standing
for one's convictions is what
versities should encourage.

UK trustee vice chairr
Steven Reed of Louisviije
that although-he hadn't fory
an opinion on the students’
mands vet, he defended t
right to express them.

“When free speech is not
couraged in higher education
00 a university campus, it d
n't bode well for the rest of
country,” he said.
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- By Holly E. Stepp

HERALD EADER EDUCATION WRITER

When the Untversity of Kentucky
tatks about its best and brightest, offi-
cials often mean such students as
sophomore Stephanie Blessing, a
Gaines fellow, pagt of an academic or-
ganization for high-achieving stu-
dents.

They also mean Leslie Merrill, a
junior honors student, or fay Varellas,
a senior who is one of the student fi-
nalists to serve on the presidential
search committes.

But when they talk about stidents
who break the student code and are
unwilling to hold civil and respectful
conversations about such issues as
sweatshops, they also mean Blessing,
Merrill and Varellas.

These students and many of their
high-achieving, academically gifted
peers have been the driving force be-
hind the recent anti-sweatshop
protests on campus. Many of them are
part of UK's Honors program and
hold some of the university's most
prestigious scholarships.

For them, being a good students
Means protesting wrongs.

“We are taught about the world
around us and are expected to take a
stand on the_issues,” said Amanda
Lewis, a junior Honors student.

The issue of the moment is sweat-
shop labor. Over the past vear, a coali-
tion of student groups — UK Stu-
dents Against Sweatshops, Amnesty
International UK, the Leftist Student
Union, to name a few — have staged

protests against apparel manufac-
turers that use sweatshop labor.

The U.S. Department of Labor
defines that as factories that vio-
late one or more fair labor law
standards or health and safety
practices.

Last week, 12 UK students
were arrested after an eight-hour
sit<in in the hasement of the ad-
ministration building. Students
bound themselves together with

bike locks., PVC piping and
chains; they had to be forcibly re-
moved by UK and Lexington po-
hce.

Lewis, Blessing and Merrill
were among those arrested.
Varellas was part of the original
group of protesters but left the
building to talk to reporters before
the arrests.

“The' arrested students have
been charged with criminal tres-
passing ‘and harassment and will
probably only have to pay fines on
the misdemeancr chasges. But they

will face punishment under UK’s
student code, which could include
probation, suspension or expulsion.
, Last weeld’s protests and sit-in
focused on which sweatshop-moni-
toring organization UK should join.

The students support . the
Workers Rights Consortium, a
monitoring alliance started by stu-
dents and labor and human-rights
organizations. It has 33 member
colleges.

“We are the Top 20 students
that they say they want to make
the university great,* she said.
“He should respect us enough 1o
at least meet with us face to face.”

UK spokesman Lloyd Axelrod
said the university is willing to
talk to the students, provided the
environment is civil, “without
screaming and yelling and chant-
ing.”

‘Part of higher education’

The students’ passions stem
from a variety of areas, but most
cite their college educatiors.

“n our classes, we have learned
abot ¢ economic and political choic-

. and the results of those choices,"
.aid Amy Shelton, a Louisville ju-
nior and a campus organizer for
Amnesty International. “This is

‘part of higher education, deciding
when and for what to act.”

The Leftist Students Union
grew out of a class discussion,
said founding member Luke
Boyett, also one of the students

UK, along with 130 other col-
leges, already belongs to the Fair
Labor Assoctation, a monitoring
group of apparel companies, the
1J5. Labor Department and some
human-rights organizations.

UK President Charles Wething-
ton has said it is too early for the
universitv to abandon the FLA. He
has refused to meet with the stu-
dents directly. Other university of-
fictals have, but have not reached
an agreement with the students,

Lewis said that the fact that
the protesters are good students
should be reason enough for
Wethington to meet wish them.

cause — and about grades -

arrested.

The issue crystallized for
Boyett after he visited a sweat-
shop in El Salvador last summer.

“You saw real people and their
inhumane working conditions,” he
said. “You realize that your deci-
sions in this country affect the
lives of people a world away.”

The students’ actions have
gained them support and praise
from some professors and,- in
somne cases, thelr parents,

“I am proud of all of them,”
said Shelda Hale, whose son,
Lawrence Orion Weil, also was ar-
rested. "This is exactly what we
should be teaching them” she
said.

Dan Rowland, d:rector of the
UK Gaines Center for the Humani-
ties, said he wasn’t surprised that
so many top students were in-
volved in the protests. About half
of those arrested are Gaines fel-
lows.

“They are very thoughtful and
engaged students,” Rowland said.

“We have encouraged them to
explore the learning and doing as-
pect of their education,” he said.

But Rowland says he worries

that the protests and arrests will
hurt the students’ academic careers.

A plea for [enlency

UK officials have declined to
comment on how the students will
he disciplined. Fayette District
Court prosecutors have offered
that the students pay a $250 fine
and face no jail ime. .

Rowland said he has talked to
Dean of Students David Stockham
and asked him to be lentent.

“These students were protest-
ing what most people would agree
is wrong,” he said.

The students said last week's
events have strengthened their re-
solve to continue the protests.

“This only makes us that
much stronger and creates that
much support for our key issue,”
said junior Kristin Hall, who was
alsa arrested, “that UK should not
support the abuse of workers’
rights.”
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UK course linked to exhibit
details horse’s history in China

By Maryjean Wall
HERALG-LEADER RACING WRITER

Once there were horses that Chi-
nese emperors helieved would carrv
them beyond the grave to the next
world. .

As students in a history class at the
University of Kentucky have learned,
these weren't just mythical horses.

China’s Emperor Wu thought he'd
found real heavenly horses in herds
he’d had kidnapped from a place called
Ferghana, in Turkmenistan.

How close he got to heaven on his
stolen horses is something only heaven
knows. But students in Assoclate Pro-
fessor Kristin Stapleton's course, Hors-
es in Chinese History, now know all
about Wu and other emperors.

They've studied dynasties with the
magical names of Han, Tang. Song,
Qin, Yuan and Ming, not to mention
Qing, and the herses or horse art asso-
ciated with each era.

The class coincides with Imperial
China: the Art of the Horse in Chinese
History, an exhibition that will run
May 1 through Aug. 31 at the Ken-
tucky Horse Park. The exhibit will look
at the role of the horse in more than
3,000-years of Chinese history.

Some of the students will work as
docents at the exhibit. Others have an
interest in East Asian history or art his-
tory and are getting three credit hours
for one of the most unusual courses of-
fered in UK's history department.

“The exhibit was definitely behind
it.” said Stapleton about the class. Her
research speciality is 20th century Chi-
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nese history, and she has traveled
widelv in China and South Korea. She
got the idea for the course last summer
from Jane Peters, an art historian at
UL, and says this might be the only se-
mester it is offered.

During one guest lecture in the
course of the class, the director of the
Horse Park's International Museum of
the Horse, Bill Cooke, showed slides of
some of the more than 300 artifacts that
will go on exhibit. Some are being shown
outside of China for the first time.

One artifact coming to the Horse
Park is a gilded heavenly horse. A the-
orv holds that the heavenly horses
were ancestors of the ancient Akhal-
Teke breed still found in Turk-
menstan.

Akhal-Teke horses living in that
part of the former Soviet Union have
pink colored sweat, apparently due to a
parasite endemic to that region. In Chi-
nese stories, the heavenly horses of Fer-
rhana also sweated pink.

These horses from Ferghana were
especially prized by the Chinese for
their speed and stamina, along with
their size; they were bigger than the
ponies native to China. Discovery of
these horses by the Chinese led to the
expansion of the silk road, a major
trade route, that ran through Asia to
Europe. [t also led to Chinese domi-
nance of the silk road, as they traded
for more horses, often with tea.

Emperor Wu and his heavenly
horses were from the Han Dynasty of
206 BC to 220 AD. B

From an earlier era, that of the Qin

Dynasty, the Horse Park has received
some of the famous life-size terra cotta
army that was unearthed from tombs
in the Yellow River valley.

The 3100 million exhibit will also
display chariots, along with jade, gold
and porcelain figures.

Stapleton's students will be quite
familiar with all these. She is requiring
them to write a term paper on any one
abject in the exhibit catalog. The pa-
pers will be presented in the class.

Walt Robertson Jr., 21, is a junior
with a minor in history; he was attract-
ed to the course because of his family’s
background in horses. His father, Walt
Robertson, is an auctioneer for Fasig-
Tipton Co., and various relative: ave
been prominent in the American Zad-
dlebred industry.

“I've always been interested in
horses,” he said, “and with the Horse
Park having the exhibit, it interested
me.”

Others taking the course include
Jamie Nicholson, 21, a junior majoring
in history. His uncle, Nick Nicholson. is
president of Keeneland: another uncle.
John Nicholson, is executive director of
the Kentucky Horse Park, and his fa-
ther, Joe Browne Nicholson, owns an
equine and general insurance agency.

Chadney Spencer of Charleston, W.
Va, is an art history major taking the
course because he plans on working as
a docent for an internship.

He said, “I'm learning a lot more
than I've ever learned about non-west-
ern cultures.”

’s place in fight
agamnst sweatshops
University committed to letting FLA Prove it can police garment-makers

L expect and hope that lines of representatives of UK attend the

of the University of Kentucky
eXpress concemn about the
welfare of workers throughout
the world and stand up for fair
and humane working conditions,
The students and the universiry
as a whole agree on the position
agamnst sweatshops. Qur dis-
agreement with
the position of
some of our stu.
dents at this

I tis heartening 10 see students

reasoned communication remain
open. We are eager to continue
having thoughtful discussions
about ways our university can
exercise its values of personal in-
tegrity, mutual respect and col-
laboration, leadership and stew-
ardship in this area,

My understanding of the stu-
dems” current demand is that Uk
shauld join the newly forming
Workers' Rights Consortium.,

Urganizational meeting of the
WRC framerg, that will occur in
New York this week. We are my-
HIZ to obtin permission of the

meeting organizers to attend as
abservers so we may learn more
about the organization, It is not
vet fo_nned. and we do not have
Sufﬁcxept knowledge on which 1.
base a judgment about member-
ship.

Even if we were 1o find that

time turns on which is being organized by the joinin ; i :
the best ap- United Students Against Sweat- %)est igter“gs{; :';) glfng in DK's
proach to ensur- shops, and withdraw from the rel- hold principles of inte ity US-
ing that we do a_tlve]y_new Fair Labor Associa- sound stewardshj ongtI}:Fy .
business with tion. We cannot agree to take this Wwe are not likely E) w'thclliammer'
enterprises that action at this time, for reasons | from the FLA so soonlaft pt
UphOld basic want to outline here. lng it and S0 ear]v in itS der J(im-
standards of We are seriouslv concerned ment. To our students’ dic oo
fair and hu- about the issues involved and, L, UK

mane working conditions for their
workers.

thus, intend to continue to learn
about the newly: forming WRC.
Indeed, [ have asked that two

became a member of FLLA at their
urging and after we investigated
closely its intended principles,

(MORE)
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structure and methodologies.

Helpful to us also was the
American Council of Education,
which put forth to its member in-
stitutions background informa-
tion about the issue and the de-
veloping FLA. We joined in May
1999

The FLA continues to be at a
formative stage in its develop-
ment, but appears to be making
rapid progress in getting organ-
ized for its intended work. We
have made a commitment to par-
ticipate constructively in its de-
velopment. We are represented
well and take seriously our re-
sponsibility to support the work
of a purposeful organization until
such time as we believe it no
longer serves the university’s in-
terests. There is no basis on
which to make that judgment at
this time. To the contrary, FLA is
making progress, and it is not re-
alistic to expect to see results un-
til it is in full operation.

The chairman of the FLA
board began his duties just seven
months ago. Charles Ruff has a
strong background for leadership
in this organization, having
served as an US. attorney for the
District of Columbia, White
House counsel, Watergate prose-
cutor and chairman of an interna-
tional parel looking into violence
in the first multiracta) South
Africa elections,

Even more recently, we have

seen the appointment of the uni-
versity representative, Robert K.
" Durkee of Princeton University,
and subsequently the hiring of
the full-time executive director,

Sam Brown, who has a great deal

of experience in human rights is-
sues in this country and abread,
Member colleges and untver-
sities, including UK, have played
an active role in the development
of the organization. Specifically,

the schools have helped in the ap-

pointments of the chairman and

executive director, getting specific

language about women'’s rights

into the criteria, drafting the ac-
creditation criteria and outlining
.the protocols that state the pre-

cise requirements under each pro-
vision of the FLA code of conduct

and monitoring principles.

FLA membership includes 11
companies, 15 non-governmental
organizations and 134 colleges
and universities. FLA is not run
by the companies. It is a volun-
teer organization that will moni-
tor fair labor practices of busi-
nesses bearing the insignia of the
member institutions.

It invites trust in the busi-

nesses and institutions (an Ameri-

can tradition of expecting proof

10 judge otherwise) and vet it also

provides for independent moni-
tors that will be accredited under
FLA’s new criteria.

The latter process is not un-
like the practice of collegial ac-
creditation of our higher educa-
tion institutions through organi-
zations composed of member in-
stitutions who elect to police
themselves with high standards
and are willing to submit to peer
review and judgment.

FLA will require full disclo-
sure of the corporations and loca-
tions in its operating practices on
our behalf, and it will make an-
nounced and unannounced visits
to corporations to observe the la-
bor practices. FLA principles do
expect that workers be paid the
minimum wage prevailing in that
COURLTY Or region.

It would be premature to
withdraw from FLA and prema-
ture to join WRC. We remain
open to continuing discussions
with interested students, faculty
and staff as new knowledge
emerges on this subject.

Wethington should hear students out on WRC

think a monitoring group would be the most effec-
tive way to ensure that companies producing UK
merchandise do not use sweatshop labor,

From the very beginning, we stressed that the
Fair Labor Association, a group that trusts corpo-
rations to monitor themselves and does not dis-
close the locations of factories, would not serve
those purposes. Ask anvone involved in the Unit-
ed States’ own fight for labor rights exactly how
much a company can be trusted to police itself.

So we proposed that UK sign onto the Wark-

By Matthew Thompson

uesday’s sit-in and subsequent arrest of 12
students has finally attracted the attention

that UK Students Against Sweatshops has

fou_ght for sinee its creation a year ago. Our fellow
University of Kentucky students and the adminis-
tration have several misconceptions about our de-
mands,

~ We find the administration’s uninformed pos;.
tion perplexing, considering that UK Students
Against Sweatshops has not only held rallies and
forums stating our position but also has sent in-
formation packets to President Charles Weth 1
ton and other
administrators.
These packets
were the result

ers Rights Consornum, which requires full disclo-
sure and uses monitoring groups without corpo-
rate affiliation. That's a definite advantage over
the FLA. Since this was our message from the be-
ginning, imagine our shock when Wethington said
that UK became a menmiber of the FLA at students’
urging.

of hoErs c;lf e Wethington also savs that UK is not joining
ffgr lf an the WRC because it is 1o new. Watching as other

g ondour universities take a stand on this issue hardly
Eiilt.i?r;b.we seems the action of an mstiturion that aspires to

lutely d be America’s next great university. Great univer-
>0 l:iti%y t;a;t siti_es lead. not foliow. Besides, he also argues that
foding ; UK cannot drop the FLA because it is too early
Wethington ei-

to determine exactly how effective that group is.
Why does the FLA merit time, but the WRC does-
n't?
Some people who say they support our cause
complain that
we are trying

ther has not
taken the time
to read them or
finds them so
unimportant

that he can ta achieve our
simply forget goais in an un-
them. ) suitable man-

It is our ner. in actuali-
contention that ty. UK Students
UK'’s logo rep- \

Apgainst Sweat-
shops did fol-

low what UK's
administration
considers ap-

propriate chan-
nels of commu-
nication. All of

resents the stu-

dents, and we

do not want our logo displayed-on any object
manufactured in a factory where workers do not
earn a decent living and work long hours under
harsh conditions, Along with students at the Unj-
versity of Michigan. the University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill and Indiana University, we

(MORE)
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these channels
led to dead
ends and deaf
ears. We are .
tired of
Wethington’s
unfailing talent
for keeping
communication
closed while he

claims to hope that “lines of reasoned communica-
tion remain open.” We urge Wethington to adhere
to that idea, as we have from the start.

We also urge the UK community to voice its
opinions on this sensitive issue. Only through pa-
tient debate can we acknowledge deficiencies in

any of the monitoring groups.

UK could at least join both groups until it can
determine which is the most effective. And. at the
very least, the president of our university could
meet with us to discuss this issue. A great univer-
sity needs a great leader. And a great leader is
not afraid to talk to his students.

Matthew Thompson of Lexington is a junior
with a double major in anthropology and English. -
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Tax time doesn’t
have to be taxing

Transy program trains students to help others file

By J.K. Wall
HERALD-LEADER BUSINESS WRITER
It's nearly April 15, and most
students are clueless about taxes.
So say four Transylvania Uni-
versity students who help people file
their tax returns as part of Transy's
Voluntary Income Tax Assistance

rogram.

“Before | did this, | had never
even seen a tax return,” said Jill
Tannehill.

Transy's VITA program offers
free help to lower-income residents,
as well as professors and students,
Accounting professors Dan Fulks
and Judy Jones lead about 20 ac-
counting students during three-hour
sessions every Wednesday in Febru-
ary. But the work goes on after that.

“I'm doing one this week,” said
Brent Gilfedder last Tuesday. The
number of returns filed through
VITA grew from about 30 to nearly
150 in the last three years. These
students’ tax-time popularity among
their peers has grown as weli.

VITA helped large numbers of
students, including many from the
University of Kentucky. Gilfedder
even filed a return for one of his pro-
fessors.

These are some of the tax issues
students often deal with:

M Whether it's better for stu-
dents to file independently or remain
a dependent on their parents’ return.
Filing independently exempts more
income from taxation but may di-
minish value on other exemptions
and credits.

M For instance, students can
claim the Hope Education Credit on
their tax returns during their fresh-
man and sophomore years, and usu-
ally claim ‘the Lifetime Learning
Credit after that. But since the cred-
its only reduce owed tax and don’t
yield a refund, it may be best for
parents to claim the student as a de-
pendent and then claim the credit,

W Scholarships are taxabie for
the amount exceeding a student’s

costs for tuition, fees, books and
supplies.

N Work-study money is taxed.
“It's oftentimes not beneficial to the
student because (schools) usually
don't take any taxes out of it,” said
Transy’s Patrick Wallace."So they
get hit pretty hard.”

H Students must pay taxes on
self-employment income, including
the full 15 percent for Soctal Securi-
ty that is usually split between em-
plover and employee. Self-employ-
ment income often comes from cash
business such as baby-sitting, mow-
ing lawns or independent contract
work.

“That hit me hard last vear,” Gil-
fedder said-of his contract work at a
golf course,

M Investment income is taxable.
Transy student Kevin Staton said
he helped a student who had paid
her tuition by drawing from a mutu-
al fund. So she owed large amounts
of tax come April. Investment ac-
counts can surprise student filers
because they were often opened by
parents

“A lot of times they don’t even
know they have them,” Gilfedder
said.

H Multiple jobs can unexpected-
Iy cause students to owe tax, said
IRS Revenue Agent Jewel Vander-
hoef, Combined income from several
johs often exceeds the amount each
employer withholds. Staton said
most VITA clients who owe are stu-

(MOR



“What these students know is
the questions to ask,” Fulks said.

Students prepare for tax assis-
tance with a four-hour class, or
through Fulks’ tax class. But help
sessions are the best teachers.

"] probably learned more in this
than actual tax class because it’s a
hands-on experience,” Tannehill
said, sitting next to Fulks, her tax
class professor. -

dents. '
M Students with income earned
in two states should file two state
tax returns. Vanderhoef said inter-
national students’ situations require
looking at the tax treaty the United
States has with their horne country
to determine whether U.5 taxes ap-
ply to the wages they made here.
VITA students said most other
college students struggle with taxes > ) -
becatgxse their parents always han- That's the idea,” Fulks respond-
dled them before. ed with a smile.
“I'd never even done a tax retun ]
Bgfg"- & Sepped into the VITA Reach JK. Wall at (859) 231-
The students said they enjoy re- 1473.
searching, then explaming the tax,
code to people and making them
aware of the credits and exemptions
that can save them significant mon-

ay.

~Many high school seniors
find out this month if the col-
leges they want to attend want
them to enroll.

It’s also the time when they
and their parents are told just
how much their sojourn down
the halls of higher education
will cost them,

Average college tuition has
more than doubled in the past
two decades, while median in-
comes for families with col-
lege-age children has risen 22
rercent, according to The Col-
ege Board, which administers

the SAT
exam.

During the past school year,

$64 billion in financial aid was
distributed nationally, about 58
percent of it in student loans.

The increased availability of
federal and state education
loans gives many more stu-
dents the opportunity to attend
college. But it also saddles
graduates with debts that are
often difficult to manage and
pay off,

_ Before accepting any admis-
sions offers, carefully consider

college entrance

Lexington Herald-Leader
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College financing often
demands negotiating skill

thefull financial ramifications
of a college choice.

Students with aspirations of
attending law, medical or busi-
ness school need to think twice
about taking on a lot of debt in
their undergraduate years.

Those who plan careers in
modestly paid professions,
such as education or social
services, may have. to WoOITY
about earning enough to han-
dle loan payments after gradu-
ation.

S0 before you commit to a
school, negotiate for the best

financial aid package you can
et.

8 Calculate costs carefully.
It’s almast certain that no two
financial aid offers will look
the same. Pay close attention
to how much in grants and
scholarships the school is giv-
ing you vs. how much money
you will have to earn or bor-
row. Find out if outside schol-
arships are used to reduce the
amount the student and family
must contribute or if the mon-
ey will be used to lessen the
school’s grant amount.

Make a case In writing.
Outline where the shortfalls
are, The estimated transporta-
tion budget, for example, may
not cover a round-trip airline
ticket home for winter break
or the true cost of the daily
commute. You also may want
to include better offers from
comparable schools with a
note stating your preference
for the school with which you
are negotiating. Present all this
information in person or by
fax, letter or e-mail and follow
up with calls.

Have a good reason, Col-
leges are likelier to make ad-
justments in aid if something

as happened that significantly
alters a family’s finances — for
instance, iilness, divorce or un-
employment.

Mention other situations that
strain your family’s income,
such as caring for an eideriy
relative or paying medical bills.

Ask, don’t demand. Polite
and diplomatic behavior will
get you closer to what you
want.

- The New York Times

Sweatshop labor also an issue
at Transy, University of Louisville

Transy apparel. Both students and

Sunday, April 9, 2000

By Holly E. Stepp
HERALO-LEADER EDUCATION WRITER
Students at two other Ken-
tucky colleges are also pressing
administrators to take a firm
stand on sweatshop labor.
Transvlvania University has
sigmed on to the student-organized
Workers' Rights Consortium. The
University of Louisville has set up
an advisory committee to deter-
mine what should be done to pre-
vent the use of sweatshop labor in
the manufacturing of its apparel.
Last fall, Transy President
Charles Shearer appointed an advi-
sory committee 1o study the issue.
The panel recommended joining
the WRC and working on a code of
conduct for manufacturers of

administrators from Transy at-
tended the founding meeting of the
WRC this weekend in New York.
Shearer credits senior Carrie
Brunk with pushing the issue.
“She was reallv the one that
presented all the options to us,” he
sald. “The students have taken a
very professional approach.”
Brunk has become a key
leader in the national group, Unit-
ed Students Against Sweatshops,
and recently traveled to Germany
to attend an international confer-
ence on sweatshop labor,
~ At U of L. a group of adminis-
trators and students recently be.
gan studving the issue. Rae Gold-
smith, associate vice president for

communications and marketing,
said the discussions are wide
open,

“At this point, we have real-
ized that we have a lot to learn
about this topic,” said Goldsmith,
who is leading the committee.

U of L students have also held
protests and rallies on the
Louisville campus and support
membership in the WRC.

U of L’s committee is holding
two hearings next week to gain
input from the community.

“We want to hear from all pos-
sible viewpoints,” she said.

Goldsmith said the committee
is expected to present recommen-
dations to U of L President John
Shumaker by the end of the year.
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KCC (':la_ssroom building nearly finished

By BEN FieLps .
OF THE DalLy INDEPENDENT

GRAYSON — There will
soon be more breathing room
at Kentucky Christian College.

A new classroom building,
known unofficially as the
“Smith Center,” is near com-
pletion, college officials said.
Construction began on the
project about one year ago.

With 513 students, one of
its highest enroliments, the
college is running out of
space, according to KCC Reg-
istrar and Grayson Mayor
George Waggoner III.

“Classroom space.is at an
absolute premium. We've been
using every building we've got
and we're still erowded,” he
said. “We’re having to hold
classes in the chapel building
and in the library.”

Waggoner said KCC keeps
setting new records for enroll-
ment, though the number of
students enrolled at the col-
lege is down somewhat this
semester.’

“Enrollment was higher 1n
the fall, it always is,” he said.
“Kids come in during the fall,
and then some drop out. You
know how that goes.”

While enroliment might be
down slightly from the past
semester, Waggoner said the
college is still desperate for
classroom and office space.

He said the new building
should alleviate the college’s
space problem. It will be used
for teacher education and
Bible ministry.

The dedication for the
building will be May 3.

KCC is currently seeking a
bond agreement with Grayson to
help cover the cost. An ordinance
authorizing Grayson to issue in-
dustrial building revenue bonds,
the proceeds of which would go
to KCC, was given a first reading
at a city council meeting Tues-
day. The bond issuance is not to
exceed $1,275,000, according to
the ordinance.

Lexington Herald-Leader
Saturgay. April 8, 2000

A special meeting of
Grayson City Council is
scheduled April 20 to give the
ordinance a second reading.

Julie Peterson, spokes-
woman for Ross, Sinclaire and
Associates Inc., a Lexington
financial firm, said Grayson
will act as a conduit for the
college, allowing KCC to re-
ceive loans from the city at a
lower interest rate than if the
bonds were issued through a
standard financial institution
such as a bank.

BEN FIELDS can be reached
by phone at (606) 326-2656 or
by e-mail at bfields@dailyinde-
pendent.com

‘Students’ arrest
speaks poorly
of Wethington

On Tuesday, 12 University of Ken-

tucky students were arrested and
charged with second-degree criminal

; trespassing and one with harassment,

Dean of Students David Stockham said
it best, “It's a sad day when the univer-
sity has to do this its students.”
It is, indeed. a sad day when a univer-
sity has so lost touch with its students
that it feels the need to use police force
against the very students it exists to
serve. Shame on President Charles
Wethington. How dare he employ some
of the same bullving techniques used
in the sweatshops of Third World
countries against those who would op-
pose them?

He should have some integrity and
humility. He sits in a position of judg-
ment with the idea that students exist to
serve him. Some of the other 23,060 UK
students and [ are here to tell him that
his position exists to serve the students.

He can either be a leader or a dicta-
tor. If we want UK 1o be America's next
great university, we must lead by exam-
ple. It is inexcusable that the adminis-
tration should be so fearful of losing
Nike's support — as Brown University
did when it joined the Worker Rights
Consortium -~ that UK is willing to
send students to jail instead. Wething-
ton's decisions turned this half-hearted
believer inw a full-fledged activist, I'll
see hum at the next protest.

Paul Kari Arthur Kell

Lexington
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Stray cats a problem
on MSU's campus

By CHRIS TURNER
Staff Writer

Stray cats are usually thought
of as little more than a nusiance.

They can make too much noise
and sometimes they'll rummage
through garbage, not things that
most people would get too upset
about.

But when a stray cat scratches
a child bad encugh to require a
trip to the emergency room, who is
responsible for the animal
becomes an important guestion.

This is what happened to Pam
Kitchen and her four-year-old
daughter.

The Kitchens live below
Eagle Lake in one o'f
Morehead State University's
married housing duplexes.

After her daughter was
scratched and suffered
puncture wounds on her hea_d
and ear, which required & trip
to the St. Claire Medical
Center Emergency Room, she
reported the incident to the
MSU's Office of Public Safety.

“We're caught between a
rock and a hard place,” said
MSU's Interim Police Chief
Gary Lanham.

"We can't take them to the
dog pound or call the dog
warden,” he said, "and we
can't just exterminate them_ "

The Rowan County Dog
Pound doesn't take stray cats,
nor is the dog warden required
to pick them up,

Lanham said.that there
were geveral cats around the
Lakewood Terrace Housing
Complex and that public
safety gets calls about them
occasionally.

"We can't catch them and
kind-hearted people see them
and feed them,” he said.
"There's really nothing we can
do.”

Kitchen said that she
believed that the cats actually
belong to some residents living
in the complex, which violates
university policy.

But Lanham pointed out
that it can be difficult to prove
ownership when the cats are
outdoors.

Kitchen said that she had
spoken with university
officials who told her the
problem would be resolved.

Lexington Herald-Leader
Saturday, Aonl 8. 2000

Fraternity to pay hazing victim: A frater-
nity has agreed to drop an appeal and pay £}
million to a former University of Louisville stu-
dent who was severely beaten during a hazing
incident in 1997, Last July, a jury m jefferson

County Circuit court ordered the Omega Psi Phi
fraternity to pay $931,428 to Shawn A. Blackston.
Blackston, now 26, was beaten with a wooden
paddle, suffered renal failure and was hospital-
1zed as a result of the April 2-3, 1997, hazing. The
school banished the chapter from its campus for
at least 10 vears as a result of the incident.
Blackston called the settlement, filed this week, a
“blessing.” “I'm glad that everything is over and
done with.” he said Thursday. “I can move for-
ward with the rest of my life.” Blackston is fully
recovered and now works at an auto shop in
Louisville. Neither the National Panhellenic
Council nor the National Interfraternity Council,
which govern fraternities and sororities, keep sta-
tistics on the amounts of such settlements across
the country. But Blackston's attorney, Glenn
Cohen, said he's not aware of a bigger settlement
or a larger verdict in a fraternity hazing case.
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Budget agreement restores projects

Compromise also
adds 200 projects with
no net tax increase

By TOM LOFTUS
The Courier-Journal

FRANKFORT, Ky. — House and Senate
budget negotiators revealed a tentative
compromise on a state budget yesterday
that gives both sides what they wanted.

The Republican-controlled Senate got a
budget that its'leader said does not in-
clude any net tax increase.

The Democrat-controlled House got the
more than 400 community development
projects and spend-
ing on public schools
that the Senate had
cut from the budget
because the Senate
would not pass Gov.

Paul Patton’s $178
million tax increase,

In fact, the com-
promise adds fund-
ing for about 200
projects in addition
to those the House
passed — projects concentrated in dis-
tricts of Republican senators.

“[ feel very positive about what's going
on over here and that we can do the
things that we need to do — including
these communhity development projects —
without any tax measures that aren’t rev-
enue neutral,” said Senate President Da-
vid Williams, R-Burkesville.

The House-backed projects restored in
the compromise include the Home of the
Innocents and Muhammed Ali Center in
Louisville and the expansion of Rupp
Arena in Lexington.

The General Assembly reconvenes to-
day after an 11-day break, and the budget
is just one of many important issues It
must resolve with just two official days
left in the 2000 regular session.

Other matters to be finally addressed
by the end of this week include expand-
ing workers’ compensation benefits for
injured workers; deciding how to spend
Kentucky's share of the national tobacco
settlement to help agriculture; and deal-
ing with adult education and teacher
training.

House Speaker Jody R_ichards, D-
Bowling Green, also said that the
compromise budget does not raise

taxes. .

However, the compromise appar-
ently assumes two hefty new jolts of
revenue that Williams and Richards
do not consider tax increases:

m The 6 percent tax now Jevied on
long distance calls within Kentucky
would be extended to interstate calls.
which currently aren’t taxed. This
move would generate nearly $92 mil-
lion in new revenue during the two-
year budget Fenod. which begins
Juiy 1. But Williams said this will be
offset by a cut of at least the same
dollar amount in the unempioyment
insurance tax on employers.

This would help lawmakers out of
the budget mess. The unemployment
tax revenue goes into a spectal fund
50 a cut there would not reduce mon-
ey available for projects. Revenue
from the tax on interstate calls, how-
ever, would go into the general fund,
which pays for most state expenses,
including the new projects.

¥ The Patton administration plans
10 begin collecting a tax that is on
the books but not now collected —
on the access fees that long distance
companies pay local phone compa-
nies.

Crit Luallen, secretary of Patton’s
executive cabinet and a participant in
the budget talks, said she understood
that the pending budget assumes that
the administration would begin col-
lecting this tax on long distance com-
panies and that it would generate
about $78 million over the two-year
budget.

Williams and Richards insisted that
as of yesterday they had not been in-
formed that the administration in-

tends to begin collecting this tax.
They said that is strictly an executive
branch decision and they've based
the compromise budget on revenue
estimates provided by the executive
branch.

The revenue from the access fee
tax, or some other extra money,
would apparently be needed because
until the compromise began to fall
into place late last week, the House
and Senate were $178 miilion apart.

The House had passed a version of
the budget that included the $178
million from a tax bill that Patton
proposed and the House passed. But
the Senate rejected the tax bill and
cut $178 million in spending from the
budget. The most controversial cuts
were about $20 million in funding for
public schools and all funding for
more than 400 community develop-
ment projects.

At the time the Senate made the
cuts, Williams said that eaner times
required state government to fast and
that the state could not afford to pay
for “pork” projects. )

But the compromise includes some
200 additional communiry develop-
ment projects and 12 more court-

house construction projects in addi-
tion to the three courthouses the
House budget had funded.

Projects added under the compro-
mise range from small grants
(810,000 to the Hardin County His-
torical Society) to significant con-
struction projects (33 million for a
convention center and farmers mar-
ket at Cave City).

“If we had been in a situation to
increase taxes for any of these proj-
ects, we wouldn't have done that,”
Williams said later yesterday. He said
House negotiators had insisted on
funding all of its projects. When that
became ciear, and funding for some
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additional projects became possible
without raising laxes, projects re-
quested by senators were added.

“We'd be willing to walk away
without any community development
projects. We'd be willing to sit down
and negotiate to cut the community
development projects in half. But it is
not fair to the people of our districts
that these community development
projects are going to happen in the
rest of the state,” he said.

Williams’ own district got more
than a dozen projects added at a cost
of more than $12.2 milion. _

Richards said the deal was possible
because of a pending bill that cuts
the unemplovment insurance tax on
employers. That bill can be passed
during the session's two final days
and would reduce taxes on employ-
ers by an amount equal to what
would be raised by levying the 6 per-
cent tax on interstate long distance
calls. There's now a surplus in the
unemployment insurance fund, be-
cause of low unemployment.

Both Richards and Williams
sirongly resisted suggestions that
they had struck the compromise with
either a hidden tax increase or cre-

ative accounting.
“I think this budget will be very
solid,” said Richards.

_“We are not raising taxes.” Wil-
liams said. And he disputed the sug-
gestion that the compromise involves
cutting the unemployment insurance
tax paid by business and replacing it
with a new tax on long distance paid
by individuals. “More long distance
phone calls are made by businesses
than by individuals.” he said.

However, the telecommunications
industry is saying that the moves be-
ing used to balance the compromise
hudget amount to a significant tax in-
crease,

eth Canuteson, manager of state
government affairs for Sprint Com-
munications. said both moves consti-
tute new laxes that “will be passed
onto consumers.”’

Telecommunications lobbyists also

- argued vesterday that a study by the

consulting firm of Ernst & Young
showed that the tax on interstate
long distance calls would generate
far more revenue than the legislators
are saving,

The conference committee com-
nrised of House and Senate leaders
thal is crafting the compromise re-
cessed last night without finishing its
work and approving the compromise
for a final vote in each chamber.
That will probably happen ioday.
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UK students 2nd in robot contest:
University of Kentucky engineering students- *
placed second in a robot competition Saturday in
Nashville. The robot built by Galen Rasche,
Jason Cheatham, Chris Brockman, James
Roller, Thomas Slaughter and Doug ~ -
Mauitsby bested 17 other schools but lost in the
final to University of Alabama-Huntsville, Ten:
nessee Tech University hosted the 2000 South-
eastcon Hardware Competition put on by the In-
stitute of Electrical and Electronic Engi-
neers. The students began designing their robot
in October to negotiate an arena, dropping ball
bearings into receptacles for points.

Lexington Herald-Leader
Tuesday, April 11, 2000

Wethington
seeks meeting
with protesters

Invitees were among those who
demonstrated against sweatshops

HERALDLEADER STAFF REPORT

Some of the 12 University of Kentucky stu-
dents who were arrested last week as part of a
anti-sweatshop sit-in have been asked to meet
individually with President Charles Wethington
today and Wednesday.

The students were arrested early last
Wednesday after staging an eight-hour sit-in in
the administration building’s basement. They
have been protesting the university's participa-
tion in the Fair Labor Association, an apparel
industry-backed sweatshop monitoring group.

The students want UK to affiliate with the
Workers' Rights Consortium, which is backed
by mostly labor and human rights groups.

The contacted students said they weren't
told much about the meetings. “We haven't
been told what to expect, just that President
Wethington wanted to meet with us,” said
Lindsey Clouse, a freshman from Fortville, Ind.

Wethington could not be reached for com-
ment last night.

Clouse said she thought that all the students
would agree to meet with Wethington.
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Senate passes bill on high-tech recruiting

By MICHAEL QUINLAN
The Courier-Journal

FRANKFORT, Ky. — The Senate
passed a bill yesterday that sets out
hiow $53 million will be spent over
the next two years to attract morer
high-tech companies to Kentucky.

‘The actual money is in the budget
bill, but House Bill 572. which passed
ihe Senate 38-0, directs how the.
money will be spent.

The new programs include: .

® 540 million for a4 loan fund to)
huild and promote networks of tech-!

nology-driven and research-intensive
industries, and to pay for projects
with a special emphasis on creating
high-tech jobs.

B $4 million to create a science and
technology foundation that promotes
research and tries to land more fed-

. eral and private research grants for

Kentucky universities.

& 33 million for a research-and-de-
velopment fund to help universities
work with private companies, which
must put up matching money,

® $1 million to help small research
initiatives in rural areas.

R 55 million for a wide variety of ment and retention of high-tech jobs.
programs to make Kentucky a more The Office of the Commissioner of
competitive player in the knowiedge- the New Economy will, among other
based economy of computer soft- things, recommend construction proj-
ware. celiular phones, the Internet, €cts for high-tech industries and
and other high-tech goods and sery. 0versee other efforts to madernize
ices. Some of that money will go to t¢ State’s industries. .
small manufacturers to” modernize M5t of the money for the new
their workplaces. programs will come from a low-inter-

\ ) est loan fund of the Kentucky Eco-

The bill, sponsored by House X

4 nomic Development Finance Author-
Speaker Jody Richards, D-Bowling ity and from mpe budget for the Coun-
Green, and supported by Gov. Paul cil on Postsecondary Education.
Patton, aiso sets up a new depart-  Because of changes made in the
ment in the Cabinet for Economic Senate. the bill will go back to the
Development to address the recruit- House for final passage on Friday.
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Remnants of teacher bill pass

. The House and Senate passed a bill with remnants of a teacher-quality
initiative yesterday.

The final version of the measu
House and Senate conferees. Th
the Senate followed suit, 36-1.

The legislation focuses on middle school teachers,

on math teachers. If the money is made availabie, §2
set aside in the next

teachers wanting to hone their skills,
The hill would create a “center for middle school academic achieve-

ment” to assist teachers in the core
science and social studies,
“Mentor teachers”

re (Senate Bill 77) was negotiated by
e House passed it 98-0 last night, and

with.an emphasis
million would be

two vears for stipends and other assistance to

disciplines of math, language arts,

who take on extra duties to help train other teach-

ers wouldiﬁet extra pay. But a provision to tgive extra pay to teachers

willing to f;
Also deleted was a pena
outside their subject areas in th

critical shona%'e areas was delete

ty for school systems still assigning teachers
e 2002-2003 school year.

Lexington Herald-Leader
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KERA celebrates

By Linda B. Blackford

HERALD-LEADER EDUCATION WRITER
RANKFORT — Even 10
years ago, in the hectic last
days of a legislative ses-
sion, lawmakers knew they

had something big on their hands.

It was a 900-page bill that
would overturn just about every-
thing in Kentucky’s schools, from
how schools were funded to how
children were taught.

“We talked of it in those
terms, as a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity that we couldn’t not
pass,” said Joe Wright, then Sen-
ate majority leader.

And 10 years after the General
Assembly approved the Kentucky
Education Reform Act, Wright is
amazed at its many successes. -

“I'm shocked we got it so close
to being right,” he said.

Wright returned to Frankfort

- decade

yesterday to celebrate those suc-
cesses at the Kentucky History
Center. He joined a crowd of
politicians, educators and citizens,
including Gov. Paul Patton, House
Speaker Jody Richards and Senate
President David Williams, one of
three Republicans who voted for
the bill.

Patton called it “the most sig-
nificant act of our government in
our lifetime.”

“When I have the opportunity
to travel around this nation, I real-
ize anew how unique, ilportant
and unusual it is what Kentucky
has done,” he said.

Patton also praised Franklin
Circuit Judge Ray Corns and then-
Chief Justice Robert Stephens for
their part in creating KERA.

In 1988, Corns ruled in favor

of 66 school districts that argued
they could not provide an ade-
quate education to children with
the money they could raise.

That decision went on to the
state Supreme Court, where Chief
Justice Robert Stephens not only
agreed that school funding was a
travesty, but that the entire school
system should be thrown out and
recreated.

With the help of experts from
around the country, the legislature
created House Bill 940, and tat‘ter
weels of heated argument, 1t was
signed into law on April 11, 1990.

In. the words of lientucky
Board of Education Chairwoman
Helen- Mountjoy, the bill: was
“more than 900. pages of risk and
oppommitﬁ, more thén 900 pages
of hope and promise. .

BI:S:, she said, “we've stayed
the course and this is now the na-
tion's longest running school re-

form effort.” (MORE)
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Pluses and minuses

Also part of yesterday's cele-
bration was a new report from the
B_Zentuc_ky Department of Educa-
tion. Titled “Results Matter,” the
report concentrates both on what
has been accomplished and what
vet needs to be done.

According to the report, on av-
erage, _the_ g4p between rich and
poor districts is less than $1,000 2
vear.

State test scores show a rise in
achteyement from every demo-
graphic group in the state, as thev
also score higher than average on
national tests called “the nation's
report card." And some of the

highest scoring schools are also
among the state’s poorest,

_ Inaddition. Kentucky is recog-
nized as a national leader in
school technology, and has almost
reached its statewide goal or :
student/computer ratio of 6 to |, ‘

Extended school services
which é)rovide after school tutor-
mg and support, now reach m
than 200,000 students a vear, ao[;‘de

1.000 [amily resource centers
help families with child care and

other social services they may’

need, Nearly 50,000 teachers, par-
ents and administrators are in-
volved with school councils,
which make crucial spending and
curriculum decisions for their
schools.

However, KERA has not been
able to solve all of the state’s edu-
cational woes.

The dropcut rate has stayed
steady at roughly 20 percent
over four years. Basic illiteracy
s still at 40 percent among
adults. National ACT scores for
cotlege-bound students have re-
mained flat, as has the large
achievement gap between minor-
ity and white students as well as
hovs and girls.

~ “We have to say 'we expect
high performance in every school.
and change it from something more
than rhetoric and live up to the
promise we made,” Mountjoy said.

KERA has faced many chal-
lenges. and has seen many small
and large changes. In 1998, in par-
ticular, the General Assembly
split over whether state test
scores should continue to be used
to hold schools accountable,

But Sen. David Karem. a

staunch defender of reform, said
that most opponents have picked

on about 20 percent of the ref,
. orm
act, which allowed the other 80

percent to continue unhindered.
“The big, good news is that in
reality, most of the pieces have

not pe_eq under attack,” he said.
While different pieces of
will continue to be tweaked

over the years, the core of the re-

5(:;;2 act has made an incalculable
Tence to teachers and stu-

S;il;]jtSLln Kentucky's poorest areas
s 4Ty Hammong, superinten.
nt of Rockeastie County.

4 thF mz{ncially. it's enabled us to
( ngs we would not have e
able to.” like h h

: uilding a new hj
school and elememar% sch?)\(';l h-lgh

But more important, Ham-
mond said. is a different artitude
toward learning, both from stu-
dents and the community.

“[ think that our general pop-
ulation has a better feel for educa-
non today because of involve-
ment that's required,” he said.
“We feel like we've developed a

The bill was “more than
900 pages of risk and
opportunity, more than
900 pages of hope and
promise,”

- Helen Mountjoy
‘ - Chairwoman,
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Educators hail 10 years of KERA

kids all over the state,” said Eu-
gene Binion, superintendent of
the Elliott County schools. Binion
began his education career teach-
ing in a remote one-room school
and during the 1980s was a lead-
ing force behind the lawsuit that
led the Supreme Court to over-
turn schoolflaws. | g

“A lot of people stepped up to
the plate and did p&e r?ght
thing,” he said. “I think that 50
years from now we'll all be very
proud of what happened in
1990.”

Lawmakers in 1990 huddled
with top national school-reform
consultants to design a law that
created new preschool programs,
family resource centers, after-
school programs and an aggres-
sive technology initiative.

KERA added strong anti-nepo-
tism provisions in its overhaul of
school governance, which includ-
ed creating school councils to de-
cide curriculum and training is-
sues at local schools. The law
also défined for the first' time
what the state expected public
school students to know. built
tests to measure their achieve-
ment and set goals, incentives
and sanctions for schools based
on those results.

Gov. Paul Patton hailed KERA
yesterday as the legislature’s
“finest hour™ and said the educa-

tion reforms launched a decade
ago continue to distinguish the
state.

“It's the most significant act of
our Fovemmem in my lifetime,
and ['m proud to be the defender
of it,” Patton said.

Patton and Noland also ap-
plauded the work of schools and
teachers to implement the re-

Party marks
progress,
unmet goals

By LONNIE HARP
The Courier-Journal

FRANKFORT, Ky. — A decade
after tawmakers overhauled Ken-
tucky's public school system.
state education leaders yesterday
marked the anniversary by claim-
ing progress and describing un-
met goals. ]

The Kentucky Education Re-
form Act turned 10 yesterday
with a short party at which offl-
cials glowingly recalled KERA's
birth, praised its survival and list-®
ed what it still needs to accom-
plish.

“It took many decades to be
49th in the nation in education,
and in the past 10 years there has
been monumental progress,” said
interim Education Commissioner
Kevin Noland.

The state Education Depart-
ment used the Kentucky History
Center to mark the anniversary
of KERA, the nation's most
sweeping school-reform law. It
was produced after the state Su-

reme Court wiped out- all of

entucky's school laws in a 1989
ruling that found the state’s edu-
cation system needed to be re-
built, not repaired.

“The things we did in KERA 10
years ago will mean a tremen-
dous difference in the lives of

forms. Noland said the anniversary

was a tribute to the 90,000 teachers .

oard of Education

N .
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<

And most schools' test scores are
still far short of the targets they are

and staff members who work in: expected to meet by 2014.

Kentucky's schools, and Patton also
said teachers deserve credit.

“We asked them to do the impos-
sible, and by and large, they've suc-
ceeded,” he said.

LAWMAKERS WHO worked to
produce the bill of more than 900
pages in 1990 said they were pleased
with the state of education a decade
later.

“It shows that some things will
last in politics,” said former Sen. Joe
Wright, a leading force behind
KERA. “I'm glad there have been so
few changes — we must have gotten
it close to right.”

National education experts said
that on its 10th anniversary, KERA is
an old-timer as far as school-reform
plans go. But they said it has stood
the test of time.

“Kentucky still serves as an exam-
ple for other states,” said Mary Ful-
ton. a policy analyst fot the Educa-
tion Commission of the States in
Denver. ‘*We refer to it often. and it
still shows up on lists of states to
watch because Kentucky really took
the lead in building a system that's
about Fetting results and trying to
link all the parts to make that hap-

pen. You'd think that after 10 years -

the spotlight would fade, but it really
hasn't,”" .

But . yesterday’s birthday * party
£ S

was not just about singing
praises. .

The law, particularly KERA's test-

ing and school-rating program, has
seen its share of controversy. The
testing program underwent a major
overhaul in 1998,

Helen Mountjoy, chairwoman of
the state Board .of Education, said
that middle schools have not
matched the progress of elementary
and high schools; dropout rates have
not improved and are much too
high; achievement gaps based on
sex, poverty level and race need to
be addressed, and teachers need bet-
ter training.

“\We should celebrate, but then we
should get right back to work.” she
said.

THE ANNIVERSARY also
comes at a time when the state’s
current legislative leaders have
shown little resoive for bold educa-
tion changes. A comprehensive
teacher-quality bill, backed by Pat-
ton but strongly opposed by the
Kentucky Education Association,
stalled and was never discussed in
the state Senate this year. Late yes-
terday a few of its non-controversial
provisions were passed by both
chambers. .

Ed Ford, Patton's education aide
and a former state senator who was
an the KERA task force in 1990, said
that lawmakers’ lack of passion for
moving forward on school retorms s
“disappointing.” )

He added, however, that the 2000
session maried the first time that
KERA did not face a strong attack in

3. the legislature.

ngeral people attending yester-
day’s anniversary party said that
such- acceptimee s good political
REWS as turns 10.

(MORE)



“We agree on the game plan now.
It's simply a matter of putting it into
action,” Mountjoy said.

Binion. the Elliott County superin-
tendent, also pointed to tangible re-
sults of the education reforms across
Lhe state.

Test scores have generally im-

proved, the state's emphasis on writ-
ING 18 noticeable, and statistics show
that more students are raking tough-
er classes in high school. The num-
ber of studenrs taking a solid load of
hasic math, science. social srudies
and English has gone up dramaucal-
lv. And more students are laking Ad-
vanced Placement courses.

BINION SAID that in Elliott
County. new school huildings. more
counselors, safer buses and comput-
er access are also & legacy of KERA.
“It is a much more level playing
field.” he said.

Mountjoy said thar while many of

the education changes have been dif-
ficult and the pavoff is still a distant
goal. KERA has helped Kentucky
move up from the hottom in state-
hy-state education comparisons.

“Ten vears ago we started down
this road together,” she said. “It's
heen long and winding and full of
potholes. and we stiil have manv
miles to cover, but it's the right
road.”

As part of the 10-year anniversary,
the Education Department has pro-
duced a documentarv on its effects.
“Fducation Reform: A Decade of
Difference” will be shown Apru 2t
at 10:30 p.m. EDT on KLET.

Original was aimed at improving
teacher preparation and traimning

By Linda B. Blackford
HERALDALEADER EDUCATION WRITER

FRANKFORT — What started as a compre-
hensive teacher quality bill got more trimming in
a conference committee yesterday. The House and
Senate last night then approved it. .

The original bill, which was an:ned at improv-
ing college-level teacher preparation and on-the
job training for teachers, has been through several
incarnations during the sessior,

The new changes to Senate Bill 77 would:

B Remove language that would allow school
districts to pay bonuses to teachers who teach in
shortage areas. o

B Delete the requirement for a commission
that looks at better cooperation between K-12 and
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Abbreviated teacher quality bill approved

that holds =chool districts ac-
countable when teachers teach
classes they are ot rtrained
for;

W Allow school districts to
give additional pay to teachers
and administrators who serve
as mentors to new teachers:

B Delete the requirement for
the Department of Education to
provide grants to pilot programs
for teacher recruitment.

The compromise between
House and Senate further whit-
tles down a bill that would
have originally created an inde-
pendent standards board to

oversee teacher quality efforts and required more
training for middle school teachers. Both those
programs were taken out last month.

The bill would, however, provide grants and
training to middle school teachers in every subject.

The bill was approved 98- last night by the
House and 36-1 by the Senate. It now goes to Gov.
Paul Patton.

House Education Committee Chairman Frank
Rasche, who also served on the free conference
committee, said he was disappointed that the bill
dido't survive in its original form. )

“There is at least a beginning of ideas on
teacher quality,” the Paducah Democrat said.
“This puts the issue on the radar screen for the
next time around.”

college-fevel academics:
B Delete the requirement
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Wethington says he’ll meet

By Holly E, Stepp
HERALDALEADER EDUCATION WRITER

University of Kentucky
President Charles Wethington
said he wanted to meet with the
12 students arrested during a
sweatshop protest out of con-
cern for their welfare.

Wethington met with some of
the students yesterday and
planned to meet with several oth-
ers today.

“I care about them as individ-
uals and as University of Ken-
tucky students,” Wethington said
in statement released vesterday,
his first public comments since
the arrests,

“l want to assure them that
this institution believes in and en-
courages free thought and the de-
velopment of ideas and that I will
continue to defend their right to
express their opinions,” he said.

Twelve students were arrest-
ed after an eight-hour demonstra-
tion in the basement of the ad-
ministration building, amid a
yearlong debate over alleged
sweatshop abuses.

Yesterday, Wethington char-
acterized the debate as a simple
disagreement about which orga-

nization “can have the greatest
impact on sweatshops.”

Student protesters say UK
should join the Workers' Rights
Consortium, an alliance of 33
colleges backed by labor and
human rights groups. UK, along
with 130 other colleges, has af-
filiated- with the Fair Labor As-
scciation, which has  been
backed by the apparel industry.

Students who tnet. with the
president yesterday said they
didn't talk with Wethington
about how they had been treat-
ed by the university.

“We decided that since there
are criminal charges filed
against us that it would be inap-
propriate to talk about that
without legal counsel present,”
said Kristin Hall, 21, a junior
from Alexandria.

with protesters

Hall said she thought stu-
dents and the administration are
at an impasse.

“He wasn't willing to even
set up a committee with the stu-
dents to just study the two
groups,” Hall said. “(The conver-
sation) was certainly civil but [
don't think we made any
progress,”
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Mountain music to get
permanent home, HETHi

Morehead to open center to preserve bluegrass

By Frank E. Lockwood
NORTHEASTERN KENTUCKY BUREAU

MOREHEAD — Mountain music:
has outlasted 78s, 45s, LPs and eight-
track tapes.

And if a new Morehead State
University program is successful, the
sound of banjos, fiddles, dulcimers
and mandolins will be here long after
cassette tapes and compact discs dis-

appear.

Morehead is launching the Ken-
tucky Center for Traditional Music,
*an organization that will honor and .
preserve Appalachia’'s musical her-
itage and train the next generation of
musicians, ,

The center makes its public debut
in June, sponsoring a concert by
- Carter County native Tom T. Hall, as
well as a song-writing workshop, a
mandolin-building seminar and banjo-
playing lessons, all part of Morehead's *
annual Appalachian Celebration,

Morehead officials also hope to '
begin offering a minor degree in tra-
ditional music studies within the next .
year. Eventually, they would like to
build a small perferming arts center '
and 3 museum area, modeled on the'
university's Fotk Art Center, which

‘An Adoption Story’,
ages i

appeals to all

exhibits artwork from across the
region.

Right now, organizers have
more dreams than dollars, but
“you've got to dream or vou can't
get anywhere,” Morehead Pres;.
dent Ron Eaglin said. .

"We'll take it carefully and
slowly, but once it gains its momen-
tum, I think it'll be a remendous
asset for this area,” Eaglin said.

Local educators, economic de-
velopment officials and musicians
share that enthustasm.

“This'll be one-of-a-kind.” said

Sandy Knipp, a Morehead blue-

grass artist and promoter who
hosts Bluegrass Diversion, a week-
ly show on the university's
WMKY-FM.

The new center will attract
music fans from across the coun-
try, said Knipp, who is serving as
the center’s founding director.

“The music doesn't stop at the
bottom of the hills. It's spread all
the way from Maine to California.*
Knipp said. “It's music that anv-

body can identify with and practi-

cally anybody can learn to play.”
These are sounds that helped
shape Eastern Kentucky.
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“It's a pretty lively kind of
music and it's what people used
to play on the back porches.
around the stove, down at the
country store, even in the church-
es,” said Kentucky Folk Art Cen-
ter director Garry Barker. “You're
looking at an area of the country
where bluegrass and folk music
have a lot of roots.”

The new center has strong

backing from many traditional
music stars, including Sugar Hill
Records recording artist and
Morehead alumnus Don Rigsby,
who lives in rural Elliott County.

“The sound of these old Ap-
palachian songs really needs to be
preserved and somebody needs to
step forward and take the lead,”
Rigsby said.

Rich Kirby, the manager of
Appalshop’s WMMT radio sta-
tion in Whitesburg, said the pro-
gram could be good for traditional
music.

“It's like putting fertilizer on
tht roots if it's done with knowl-
euge and respect,” Kirby said,

By Art Jester
HERALD-LEADER STAFF WRITER

he first 15 years of their mar-

I riage were filled with love
and affection, yet Melinda

and Wayne Willis were burdened
with a deep sadness. They tijed and
tried to have children, with no luck.

A doctor had even told them the
grim news, that they would never
be able to have children. Finally,
though, it seemed as if a miracle
happened. It occurred in 1991, when
the Morehead couple adopted their
‘daughter Suzannah, now 8 and a
seoond-grater at Morehead Elemen-
tary School.

“After years of no children, it
seemed like a dream come true.”
says Wayne Willis, a professor of
education at Morehead State Uni-
versity. “We thought, ‘What a won-

derful thing this is and what a trea-
sure she is’ ™"

This joy propelled Willis to-
ward writing — and illustrating —
his first boak, This Is How We Be-
came a Family: An Adoption Story
(Magination Press, $14.95).

While it is technically called a

. children’s book. it is really for peo-

ple of all ages. especially if they
have been involved in an adoption.

“l primarily wrote the book to
communicate with my daughter,”
Willis says. “But all along, we
thought the feelings we had were
probably universal among families
who have adopted children. ...

“But then it occurred to me that

there might be adults who were
adopted as children for whom this
retelling of their storv might be
very affirming. | have a friend who
is 50 years old who had been adopt-
ed as a child. He stood in the
kitchen, read the book and wept
and hugged me.”
' The problem — and thus the
push toward his goal — came from
Willis' observation that “other
books give information about adop-
tion, but they don't convey the emo-
tions.” "

To do that required coming up
with evocative illustrations. Willis
studied painting with two fellow
Morehead professars, Joe Sartor and
Sam McKinney, and then for 4%

years worked on the 23 paintings-

thit serve as the book’s illustmti'on&
Some of the painungs, &‘;peaally

'V ",

haunting in the stark emptiness,
reminiscent of the work of famed
American artist Edward Hopper.
“He's my hero,” Willis said, “['ve al-
ways responded to his work."

In reality, it took the contribu-
tions of several people to write the
book.

Willis, 43, had studied journal-
ism and photography in college and
was an interim Methodist pastor,
earmned a theology degree and then
got his doctorate in education.

His wife, Melinda, 44, was a uni-
versity and elementary librarian be-
fore she went back to school to earn
a doctorate in educaton. She is now
an associate professor of education,

in the book's earlier stages. are

COURTESY MELINDA WILL

teaching reading and children's k
erature at Morehead.

“She has really been a consu
rant on this book,” Wayne Will;
says,

Melinda Willis says the stor
“parallels a lot of people's exper
ences.”

Finally, there is”Suzannah, §
without whom there would hav
been no story to tell. “I'm reall;
happy and really excited” about th
book, Suzannah says.
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School
vouchers
best hope
for poor

CONTRIBUTING COLUMNIST

In the vears
since the imple-
mentation of the
Kentucky Edu-
cation Reform
Act, the learning
gap for disad-
vantaged stu-
dents has widened, In 1992, 62
percent of African-American
fourth-graders in Kentucky scored
“below basic™ on the National As-
sessment of Educational Progress.
increasing to 65 percent by 1998.

Academic achievement within
those impoverished school dis-
tricts, for which KERA was osten-
sibly fashioned, falls further be-
hind their more affluent céunter-
parts with each passing year. Af-
ter a steady decline in teen-age
dropout rates from 1986 through
1992, dropout rates have since in-
creased precipitously.

In an era when knowledge and
economic security have never be-
fore been so closely entwined,
these growing disparities in acade-
mic achievement between people
of privilege and the disadvantaged
serve as a clarion call for a new
and effective method of education
reform. The type of reform that
may be the one best hope for low-
income families is school vouchers.

Initiaily proposed by econo-
mist Milton Friedman, vouchers
would, in essence, enable parents
to redirect the financial resources
necessary to educate their chil-
dren to public or private schools
of their choice. Most voucher pro-
ponents today seek to implement
Friedman's idea by providing
vouchers only to low.income fam-
ilies, families that would otier-
wise have no other option other
than the public schools.

The market-based consumer
pawer ipherent within @ voucher-
mg system would not only en-
hance the responsiveness of
schools 1o learning needs of each
low-income child, but also serve to
improve education for all children.
When compelled to compete for
the business of voucher-holding
families, those indifferent eachers
and superfluous administrators
whoe are sapping resources from
our public schools would no
longer be tolerated, thus improv-
ing public education for evervone,

Vouchers pose a major threat
to the status quo because they
would reverse the relationship of
power between families and edu-
cators. Accordingly, a barrage of
spurious arguments against school
vouchers has been launched by
the education establishment.

Oppenents contend that vauch-
ers would result in the financial
collapse of public schools. In reali-

I

AGUIIZE

1

tv. for each voucher directed away
from a public school, there also
would be a child whom the public
schooi is no longer responsibie for
educating. Accordingly, any loss
of income would be mitigated by a
countervailing reduction in ex-
pense, making vouchers no serious
threat to the overail financial vital-
ity of the public schools.

It is also claimed that vouchers
violate the constitutional separa-
tion of church and state. The state
constitutions of Kentucky and Wis-
consin contain similar language
dating back to 1891 regarding the
issue of the public
support of sectarian

BARRIE MAGUIRE

liberal politicians for vears.

The second is the fear that
vouchers would diminish the power
of school adminisrators and
teacher organizations. The hostility
of the education establishment to-
ward vouchers was evidenced by
an interview with Bob Chase, presi.
dent of the National Education As-
sociation, that appeared in the At-
lantic Monthly last July.

When asked if he could support
a voucher plan for inner cities
which would double or even tiple
per-pupil spending, Chase flatly
said no. Clearly for the NEA. the
maintenance of an edu-
cational monopoly is

and other faith-based Vouchers pose a far more important
schoois. In 1998, the major threat to  than the futures of dis-
Wisconsin Supreme the status quo advantaged children.
Court upheld the con- Voucher oppo-
stitutionality of hlil- because they nents insist that par-

waukes's voucher
progranm. ruiing that

would reverse
the relationship

ents should wait pa-
tiently while the pub-

vouchers are a matter  Qf power between  lic schools attempt to
of parental chotce, Jamilies and fix themselves.
rather than govern- educators It seems that Ken-

ment imposition.

Finally it is ar-
sued that our private schools have
nsufficient capacity, This is a
most hypocritical argument since it
is the very opposition to vouchers
that has stifled the expansion of
private schools. If vouchers were
made available, popular demand
would @ve rise (o increased sup-
ply. Satisfaction among the low-in-
come famlies that participate in
Milwaukee’s voucher program is
an astonishing 98.7 percent.

The objections to vouchers are
without merit and merely serve as
the straw men behind which iurk
the two unstated motives of
voucher opposition.

The first is the belief that poor
folks are incapable of determining
what is best for them and there-
fore are incompetent to select
schools for their own children.
Such insolent presumption 1s the
mother’s milk of welfare state pa-
ternalism, which has devastated
low-income families and nourishe

tucky’s attempt to fix

the public schools
throtizh KERA has inflicted an
even greater harm upon disad-
vantaged children. In an economy
that places ever-increasing em-
phasis upon knowledge and
skills, time is a luxury that disad-
vantaged children can il afford.
Asking them to continue to wait
is futile and wrong.

During the 1950s and ‘603 po-
litical demagogues blocked the
entrances of public schools in an
attempt to relegate a portion of
America’s youth to the status of
second-class citizens by refusing
to let them in. Now, nearly a hall-
century later, the futures of
voung people are jeopardized by
those who refuse to let them out.

[ ]

Rick Christman is chief ex-
cculive ofncer of Emplovment So-
lutions. a Lexington lupnan-ser-
rices organzalion. Reach Iim by
e-medl at employsoludtons@mined-
SPrINg.con.,



Committee approves $14 billion budget
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with last-minute changes

By Jack Brammer
HERALD-LEADER FRANKFORT BUREAU
FRANKFORT — House and
Senate  budget  megotiators
‘wrapped up their work on a two-
.year spending plan for the state
,early yesterday morning after
*adding more projects and provid-
*ing tax breaks for the state’s two
‘largest racetracks. .
. Shortly before 4 a.m., after
"hours of wrangling — featuring
jokes, shouting matches and gi-
gantic jars of puffed cheese balls
and pretzels — the House-Senate
Budget Conference Committee
approved a $14 billion state bud-

The full chambers will vote on
it Friday, the last day of the 2000
General Assembly. )

The budget depends on a biil
that adds a 6 percent sales tax on
interstate phone calls and cuts the
tax paid by employers into the un-
employment insurance fund by
$37.5 million a year.

The Senate approved the tax
package-earlier this week, and the
House will consider it Friday.

Here are some of the 1last-
minute changes the conference
committee made: '

W Added a tax credit for

Louisville if they spend the money
on improvements or purses.

The cost to the state would be
$300,000 in the first year of the
budget and $1.2 million the sec-
ond year, .

n Provided a tax credit for
Thunder Ridge, a trotting famhty
in Prestonsburg. The fiscal impact
to the state, said House Majority
Leader Greg Stumbo, D-Prestons-
burg, would be about $228,000
over two years. ‘

M Approved transferring 81
miltion out of the Cabinet for
Health Services to pay for rem-
bursements to foster-care paremnts.

n Allocated funds for more

road projects not yet identified.
House budget chairman Harry
Moberly jr.. D-Richmond, said the
projects are still being selected.
The item did not include a specific
financial allocation.

H Approved installation of a
stoplight at Georgetown Road and

- Briarwood Drive in Lexingion,

M 51 million for design of a
new classroom building at Lex-
ington Community College.

W $250,000 for a group home
in Washington County.

M Created of a third campus

W 3150,000 a vear for a drug
and alcohol abuse program for
Boys' Club of America.

o 544,000 for a dropout pre-
vention program in Clay County.

W $300,000 for the Natural Re-
sources Cabinet to clean illegal
dumps. .
# Allowed businesses to give
money to the state's Adopt-A-
Highway cleanup prograri.

B Gave legislative leaders
power to adjust funding for pro-
jects — now totaling more than
500 — as long as no more money
is spent. They wouldn't have to
get the approval of the full House
and Senate.

Senate Minority Leader David
Karem, D-Louisville, expressed
concern that legislative leaders
could slight members who dis-
agreed with them.

W Approved measure to keep
family courts operating Ken-
tucky for two more years.

| $178.000 to improve salaries
of trial commissioners.

B Gave House members $250
a year and Senate members $500
for stationery.

M Dropped Senate requests for
equal number of staffers for leaders

Keeneland Race Course in Lexing-
Churchill Downs 1in

ton and

Legislators
can still claim
taxes not raised

Bv TOM LOFTUS
The Courier-Journal

FRANKFORT, Ky. — After
weeks of sometimes bitter par-
tisan bickering, House and Sen-
ate leaders finally agreed early
Tuesday on a $35 billion, two-
year budget bill that both sides
say will continue to move Ken-
tucky forward in education and
other areas.

The budget fight stemmed
from the Republican-controlled
Senate's retusal last month to
accept a tax increase passed by
the House, As a result, the Sen-
ate had to cut about $178 mil-
lion from the budget bill that
the House sent it.

But faced with the prospect
of ending the session without a
budget — which would force
Gov. Paul Patton to call a spe-
cial session to pass one before
July 1 — the Senate agreed toa
tax plan cobbled together with
the Eelp of the Patton adminis-
tration, It generates the needed
$178 million but provides mem-
bers of both parties just enough
political cover to say they did
not raise taxes.

for the Governor's Scholars Pro-
gram for high school students.

in the House and Senate and equal
number of members on statutory
committees of the two chambers.
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Both parties praise deal

on budget

The resuft was a budget that
provides almost everything Pat-
ton and legislative leaders had
sought — including huge in-
creases for post-secondary edu-
cation and bond issues to fi-
nance more than 600 so-called
“community-development"
projects. Those projects range
from $5,000 to imprave a soft-
ball field in Hardin County to

* $15 million to renovate and ex-
pand the convention center and
Rupp Arena in Lexington.

“It's an excellent budget be-

cause it builds on Kentucky’s

* strengths: it continues the mo-
mentum we have in education
and many other areas.” said
House Speaker Jody Richards,
D- Bowling Green.

Sen. Richie Sanders, the
Franklin Republican who chairs
the Senate budget committee,
said: “We gave good increases
to every area of education. . . .
And [ think it’s important that a

- lot of the community-develop-
ment projects we included were
water and sewer projects that
our communities need.”

increase Kentucky'’s debt payments to
more than 6 percent of its annual
revenue. Sanders said yesterday that
he believes that the budget calls for
about 6.15 percent of revenue to go
to pay off debt — g level Sanders
said should not be high enough to
hurt the ratings of Kentucky bonds.

A conference committee of top
leaders and other key members of
the House and Senate finaily agreed
on the budget after a marathon meet-
ing that ended at 4 a.m. Tuesday.

That final version of the gudget
now goes to the House and the Sen-
ate, which are expected to approve it
on Friday — the last day of the 2000
legislative session.

The budget bill, House bill 502, is a
plan for spending about $35 billion
during two years beginning July 1.
The key part of that is $14 billion in
state General Fund revenue, with
much of the rest federal matching
dollars that are largely contingent on
how the legislature appropriates its
General Fund dollars.

Agreement on a budget seemned
doubtful a week ago, as the Senate
refused to budge from its no-tax
stance and the House insisted on a

Most of the hundreds of communi- ?29get that restored funding for all
ty projects in the budget will be paid *0Mmunity projects and $20 million
for by borrowing through bond is public school funding that the Sen-
sues. Patton and key legislators had (€ had cut.
said at the beginning of the session
that they did not want the budget to

But late last week, Richards and
Senate President David Williams
agreed to a package to increase rev-
enues that would replace the $178
million lost by the Senate's ref'ection
of Patton’s tax plan — which largely
consisted of a new 7 percent tax on
telecommunications services to re-
place existing state and local taxes
on the same services.

The new package adds a 6 percent
sales tax to interstate telephone calls
and requires collection of a sales tax
on fees paid by long-distance compa-
nies for the use of local telephone ex-
changes. The latter tax is on the
books but has not been collected.

These taxes are offset by a reduc-
tion in the tax on businesses to fund
unemployment insurance. The offset
allows legislators to ctaim they did
not raise taxes.

After closing the revenue gap, the
conference committee largely accept-
ed the budget passed by the House. It
restored the Senate’s small funding
cut for public schools and even found
revenue for nearly 200 new local
%rants and projects, including money

or 15 new courthouses requested by
the judicial branch.

The fmal conference-committee
meeting saw a flurry of last-minute
efforts by members to include even
more pryjects and special provisions.
House Speaker Pro Tem Larry Clark,
D-Louisville, won a tax break for-
Churchill Downs and Keeneland.
House Democratic Leader Greg
Stumbo, of Prestonsburg, won a
break for Thunder Ridge race track

in his district. The committee also
added a third campus for the Gover-
nor's Scholars program.



And the committee adg ted
House's earlj highwen
fr.lmding, rlier approach to highway
Placing millions of dollars in
each time a project is started, fﬁgﬂgﬁ
the Project might take years to com.
Plete. This approach will allow an ac-
celerated construction schedule for

two years, but the schedule will re-
vert to its slower pace once the mon-

which generally calis for:

€Y In escrow is spent,

BUDGET BILL
HIGHLIGHTS -

® Provides $120 million for
the “Bucks for Brains™
program to endow chairs at
state universities.

B Increases funding for
post-secondary education'by
about 20 percent over two
years. This includes
$25 million for a research
building at the University of
Louisvilte and $39 million for
a research building at the
University of Kentucky.

B Funds significant
expansions in adult
education and in early
childhood education.

B Provides at least
$12 million — to bs matched
with more than $36 million in
federal funds — for sarvices
and community homes for
the mentally retarded.

8 Finances mora than 600
community-development
Projects across state,
including $10 million for
Muha}mmad Ali Center and
$7 million for the Home of
the innocents in Louigville
and $15 millian to improve
the convention center and
Rupp Arena in Lexington.

B Increases at least 2.4
percent per year base
funding for public schools,

® Autharizes construction

of 15 courthouses across the
State.
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chards: Squabble with Senate

killed annual sessions

Bill equalizing
committee seats
died in House

By AL CROSS
CJ Poliltical Writer

. FRANKFORT, Ky, — House Speak-
er Jody Richards said yesterday that
hiis bill to start annual sessions of the
legislature has died because he re-
fused Senate President David Wil-
liams’ request to give the Senate an
equal number of members on joint
standing committees of the House
and Senate.

Williams said Richards “knows
better than that,” but wouldn't say
why the speaker's proposed amend-
ment to the state constitution is lan-
guishing in the Senate. Williams did
say, though, that it still has a chance
to get on the November ballot.

“I don’t think it's dead vyet, is it?"
he asked.

That reflected what Senate Major-
ity Leader Dan Kelly said last Thurs-
day night — that they hadn’t *‘pre-

cluded the possibility” of passing the
bill.

Told what Williams had said, Rich-
ards said he still thinks House Bill
936 will not pass the Senate tomor-
row, the last day of the legislative
session, because of the dispute over
the committee assignments. “'1 think
the two are connected,” he said.

The flap is the latest prompted by
Republicans’ recent takeover of the
Senate. The House remains firmly
Democratic.

Williams sponsored a bill to equal-
ize House and Senate representation
on permanent joint committees, such
as those that review government con-
tracts and regulations. The House
now has a majority on most of the
committees. .

Wwilliams' bill died in the House
State Government Committee after
House Speaker Pro Tem Larry Clark
objected to it, saying legislative lead-
ers should hash out the issue. )

Richards said yesterday that Wil-
liams had brought up the issue too
quickly. “It's a very important deci-
sion that's ?oing to take a lot of
thought be
made,” he said. o

The tradition of a House majonty

ore changes can be

an joint committees is supported by
the fact that there are 100 representa-
tives and 38 senators, Richards said.

Asked whether he considered the
committee issue more important than
annual sessions, Richards said, “I do
think annual sessions are important,
and I won’t give up until they be-
come a reality.”

Richards’ bill calls for adding 24-
day legislative sessions in odd-num-
bered years and limiting them to con-
sideration of the current budget and
executive-branch actions. Williams
has said he would prefer that the ses-
sions be open to any subject, but that

they require a three-fifths vote to
consider tax and budget matters.

The legisiature now meets for 60
days in even-numbered years.

Lawmakers have approved one
constitutional amendment, to abolish
the outmoded Railroad Commission.
Another amendment to clear up legal
questions about family courts, a hy-
brid of circuit and district courts, ap-
pears to be dead — the victim of an-
aother House-Senate squabble over a
House-passed amendment to author-
ize a referendum on container-depos-
it legislation, the “bottle bill.”
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Faculty senate survey rips KSU presidem

Associated Press

FRANKFORT., Ky. — Kentucky
State University's Faculty Senate has
given President George Reid failing
marks and blistering criticism in al-
most every category of leadership.

In a survey. members with positive
remarks about Reid still found fault
with his administrative and manage-
ment skills, and his relations with
raculty and staff. )

Reid, who has been at the KSU
helm for more than 18 months, de-
clined comment on the survey. It will
he used by the Board of Regents dur-
ing discussions on a contract exten-
sion for Reid at a meeting April 28.

He still has a little over a year re-
maining on his contract.

Early this vear. the Faculty Senate
decided 10 do its own evaluation of
Reid, whose tenure has been marked
at times by stormy relations wilh the
regents and the administration staff.

That evajuation, “in the form of a
ratings scale and personal comments,
was given to the regents and Reid
late last month and was not intended
for public disclosure.

Frankfort's State Journal newspa-
per. however, obtained a copy offi-
cially titled “*Facutty Opinion Survey
on the President.” Eighiv-two of 126
full-time KSU faculty responded.

Reid is criticized far more than he
is praised. The personal comments
about him are not signed. and there
is no indication of the authors' aca-
demic departments or divisions.

The personal criticism ranges from
his lacking vision to running a “'scan-
dal-ridden” administration “border-
ing on lawlessness.”

Some strongly disapprove of Reid's
student-recruiting practices. Others
say KSU cannot survive under his
leadership and say the university has
become the “laughing stock of the
state.”

The comments also allege that the
quality of new students has declined
and that there are no efforts to re-
cruit sfudents from the surrounding
area or the state.

One wrote that Reid gave "'direc-
tions to the head of admissions to
give priotity Lo recruitment in Cincin-
nati. Louisville, Toledo, Clevcland
and Detroit, cities from which many

of our students with severe acader
problems come. .. ."

Another wrote, "] am also troub
by the students we are recruiting a
the apparent failure to recruit It
our six-county service area, wi
are (the) easiest, most economical
cruitment base.”

One faculty member. comment
on student recruitment, prat
Reid's overall leadership. saying.
like him on a personal level and |
spect him on a professicnal level.”

The member added, “Giving
chance to a small number of unc
prepared students is one thing.
we are . .. in the business of 1arg
ing those who could not get into :
other state university in order
keep our admission numbers up. .



The Daily Independent, Ashland, Kentucky, Wednesday, April 12, 2000

Study:
Faculty
salary gap

harmiful

Schools that offer

doctorates fare better

WASHINGTON (AP) —
There is a growing salary gap
among faculty at schools that
are educating most college
students, according to a study.
for the nation’s largest profes-
sors’ union. -

Faculty salaries rose an av-
erage of 3.7 percent last year.
at all institutions. while pro-.
fessors at schools that offer
doctorates did a littie better,
increasing 3.9 percent.

But the study found a huge
gap — roughly $26,000 per
yeat — between the average
salary for a full-time professo
at a research university and a:
professor at a two-year school.

“There is a rising gap be-:
tween elites and non-elites,”:
said Linda Bell, an economics’
professor at Haverford Col-:
lege in Pennsylvania who did:
the study for the American-
Association of University Pro-:
fessors. “There is a widening
difference between what are
good jobs and bad jobs.” .

The problem is especially:
acute at colleges and universi-
ties that lack the wealth and:
prestige of major research
schools and elite private col-
leges such as the Ivy League
schools. These two- and four-
year public and private
schools, which educate the
majority of students, often
have trouble attracting and
keeping faculty.

Lexington Herald-Leader
Thursaay, Aprit 13, 2000

“The difficully is keeping
faculty members at the senior
rank_,” said John Shumaker,
president of the University of
Louisville, a public institu-
tion. “Lots of our faculty
salaries are lagging behind ™

Shumaker, who plans to re-
allocate 10 percent of his bud-
get to beef up salaries, said
Louisville is losing “really
good people” because other
schools pay more.

KSU president earns criticism,
failing marks in faculty review

ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT — Kentucky
State University's Faculty Senate
has given President George Reid
failing marks and blistering criti-
cism in almost every category of
leadership,

In the survey, members with
positive remarks about Reid still
found fault with his administra-
tive and management skills and
his relations with faculty and
staff,

The survey was conducted
after Reid's more than 18 months
at KSU's helm.

He declined comment on the
survey, which will be used by
the regents during discussions
on a contract extension for Reid
at an April 28 meeting.

He still has a little over a
year remaining on his contract,

Early this year, KSU's Facul-
ty Senate decided to do its own
evaluation of Reid, whose tenure
has been marked at times by
stormy relations with the Board
of Regents and the administra-
tion staff,

That evaluation, in the form
of a ratings scale and personal
comments, was given to the Re-
gents and Reid in late March and
was not intended for public dis-
closure.

The State Journal of Frank-
fort. however, obtained a copy
officially titled “Faculty Opinion

Members with positive
remarks about Reid still
Jound fault with his
administrative and
management skills and
his relations with

Jaculty and staff.

Survey on the President.”
Eighty-two of the 126 full-time
KSU faculty responded.

In both parts. Reid is far
more criticized than praised and
the written portion of the survey
provided a format for Reid's crit-
ics to vent their feelings toward
him anonymously.

The personal comments are
not signed and there's no indica-
tion of the author's academic de-
partment or division.

The personal criticism
ranges from lacking vision to
running a “scandal-ridden” ad-
ministration “hordering on law-
lessness.”

Some strongly disapprove of
Reid's student recruiting prac-
tices. Others sayv KSU cannot
survive under his leadership and
the university has become the
“laughing stock of the state.”

The comments also allege
that the quality of new students

has declined and there are no ef-
forts to recruit students from the
surrounding area or the state.

One wrote that Reid gave “di-
rections to the head of admis-
sions to give priority to recruit-
ment in Cincinnati, Louisville,
Toledo, Cleveland and Detroit,
cities from which many of our
students with severe academic
problems come .. "

Another wrote, I amn also
troubled by the students we are
recruiting and the apparent fail-
ure to recrujt from our six-coui-
tv service area, which are ithe)
easlest, most ecoriomical recruii-
ment hase.”

Reid also "seems to-be much
meore interested in increasing our
numbers than in recruiting high-
achieving students,” read anoth-
er commient.

A third faculty member com-
menting in the area of student re-
cruitment praised Reid’s overall
leadership, saving "I like him on
a personal level and | respect
him on a professional level.”

But this member added,
“Giving a chance to a small num-
ber of underprepared students is
one thing, but we are currently
in the business of targeting those

- who could not get into any other

state university in order to keep
our admission numbers up.”
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A MusicAL MisSIiON

By TERESA HOWELL,/FOR THE DAILY INDEPENDENT
The Morello&i:‘_&tato University band takes a bow after a show in the Beiling Concert Hall.

MSU-group-bridges cultural gap

Musicians receive warm
reception on-trip to China

By BeN FiELDS
Of THE DALY [NDEPENDENT

MOREHEAD — Members and faculty
of the Morehead State svmphony band and
percussion ensemble experienced culture
shock of a different kind during a recent
trip to Beying. .

“We experienced overwheiming shock
from such a pleasant reception,” said
Richard Miles. MSU’s director of bands. “I
don't know that I've been anywhere in the
world where ['ve met people more friendly,
more helpful or more genuineiv sincere to-
wards Amerieans.”

. The two groups per-
formed five concerts in
Beijing over their nine-
day stay last month, in-
cluding performances at
the prestigious Central
Conservatory of Music,
and world-renowned Bei-
Jing Concert Hall,
eventy-seven stu-
dents and seven faculty
members took part in the
March 9.18 trip. The
group hauled more than
+.000 pounds of equip- :
ment with them, ynd haq 94ring the parformance.

(MORE)




e
LY

10 uesign special cases for
the instruments in order
sa ensure =ale passade.

Miles described the at-
mosphere of Beijing as
safe and comforting.

“We were never accost-
ed by any negative or bit-
ter sentiment: something
we would expect in any of
our inner-cities,” he said.
“{t cpitomized a culture
that was extremelv safe
and iriendly.”

Jeremy Miller. 1 mem-
Lor o hoth the svmphony
band and percussion ensemble. said many
members of the band were apprehensive
about the trip @wven the political history
between the [nited States and China.
However, he said the atutude ot the Chi-
nese people he encountered quickly put
him at ease. .

“] was a little cautious at first as to
what to expect. but from the first moment
we stepped out of the airport and got into
the city, 1t was amazing,” the senior.from
Warsaw. Ind.. said. “Everyone we ran into
was so heiptul. We felt safer than we

would in New York City.”

That helpful attitude also helped with
the language barrier.

“We knew a few Chinese words, we took
some courses before we went,” he said.
“But a lot of the people we ran into knew
English very well. If they didn't, they
would be back in two minutes with some-
one who did.”

Frank Oddis, Morehead State’s coordi-
nator of percussion, said warm and accept-
ing attitude carried over to performances.

“I had a lot of students come up to me at
the universities we performed at and said
that we (hoth cultures) could come togeth-
er in this sort of exchange,” he said.

At one performance. Oddis was inter-
viewed for the school university by the stu-
dent communist league.

“They didn't ask me any pointed, politi-

>MSU

_Miles said the concert at
the conservatory was one of -
hthifn highlights of the trip for

“That one was special be-
cause we had to be found wor-
thy to perform for them by the
faculty,” he said. “Then to re-
caive the unbelievable ova-
tions and continuous ap-
plause at the end of our con-
cert was overwhelming.”

The Beijing Concert Hall
performance was also quite
memorable, Miles said, be-.
cause of the venue's prestige
and the fact that it was
packed house. : s

Miller said the crowd’s en-
thusiasm helped him perform.

“I .was playing and lookin
out at these hundreds an
hundreds of people, and they
were all* smﬂmi with- their-
eyes lit up real big, and you
know that you’re touchin
them in ‘a-way,” he said.
was blown away.”

- When the groups weren't -

performing; they were touring
the many sights of the Beijing
area, including the Great
Wall of Chifia and the Témple
of Heaven. % -~ ‘" [

-*fNow Lcan say I've seen the

Great5Wall,", aaid - Stott

Corbin, & senior’ from'« M. .
Sterling.: *Pve walked on the
Great Wall and that's” not
something that everyone has

done.” . . seqiiien. sy s -
" The stucfé'ﬁé ﬁso had some
free time. - w23y #TUES

“The night life there  was
amazing,” aaid Meghan Rus-

"gell, a music education major. .

“There are all Kinds of night-
clubs on every block, you
could hit five différent places

'n roll, music® ha saidtSFheyw
ket do e o of 4 Satngt
g8 we do.7 i mina

- Miller sciditFid Erty gt ™
with a sensa of Yeapect for the:
world's. most*hopulated? ria-:
fion, * * v gt e D
This trip,:is:one that:T1I.
never forget, 8id'I'm définite-"
ly going back;" he-said: *F took -
away a lifetifid of memaries
from Beijing.ykvisis il ¢
+'Miles hopedithe trip:could

be Ireﬁfa .
, ough this kind. l:f cul-
€x . d wa‘tm . away’
cultural mpiﬁts,' and 'we leg

eome of. our. ol

wn, Milea said,,

cal questions at all; they just wanted to

know what we thought of the culture and

how we prepared for our trip to China.”
The performances all went well, Oddis

said.

“The kids really rose to the occasion,” he
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Center to preserve mountain music

said.

Morehead State
orogram to make
its debut in June

\ssociated Press

MOREHEAD, Ky. — Morehead
state University is planning to pre-
serve a key part of mountain culture
7y creating The Kentucky Center for
Traditional Music,

The center has strong backing
{rom many traditional music stars,
including Don Rigsby, a Sugar Hill
Records recording artist and More-
head alumnus who lives in Elliott
County.

“The sound of these old Appala-

chian songs really needs to be pre- said.

served, and somebody needs to step

in an hoiir:THere:was éven’
one on the: 25th floor of qur._
hotel.”” »* = - Fng T
.. Miller . aaid the Beijing
youth culture was similar. to.
that of the United States.%'; *
“Every club or night.spot.
we hit they were playing rock..

as a song-writing workshop, a man- 0pment officials and musicians share

dolin-building seminar and banjo- Eaglin's enthusiasm.

playing lessons. “This'll be one of a kind,” said
The center will feature teaching, Sandy Knipp, a Morehead bluegrass

instrument construction and song artist and promoter who is the host

writing, and will begin during the of Bluegrass Diversion, a weekly
school's annual Appalachian Cele- show on university radio station
bfatlon, according to Garry Barker, WMKY-FM.
director of the university’s Kentucky =~ The new center will attract music
Folk Art Center that exhibits artwork fans from across the country, said
from across the region. Knipp, the center's founding direc-
“The pian is to get a facility where tor.
we can eventually have a small per- “The music doesn’t stop at the
forming area.” Barker said. bottom of the hills. It's spread all the
“We would have access to Tom T. way from Maine to California,”
Hall’s fabulous instrument collection Knipp said. *‘It's music that anybody
and tapes. He's not performing regu- can identify with and practically any-
larly anymore and is retired from the body can leamn to play.”
touring end of it.” Hall's instruments  The music is the type that helped
include Johnny Cash’s black guitar shape Eastern Kentucky, Knipp said.
that he used in performances, Barker  “It's a pretty lively kind of music,
and it's what people used to play on
“We'll take it carefully and slowly, the back porches, around the stove,

forward and take the lead,” Rigsby but once it gains its momentum, { down at the country store, even in

said.

think it’ll be a tremendous asset for the churches,” she said. *You're

The center will make its debut in this area,” said Morehead State looking at an area of the country

June, sponsoring a concert by Carter President Ron Eaglin,

County native Tom T. Hall, as well

L where bluegrass and folk music have
ocal educators;-economic devel- a lot of roots.”

“It includes bluegrass, but it
more of an old-time country, mour
tain music and includes gospel a
well,” Barker said. “Songs like ‘Litt|
Rosewood Casket,’ ‘I'm Movin’ On
all of Flatt and Scruggs and old-tim
fiddle music.”



~i.exington Herald-Leager
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Teachers’ union Proposes higher initial

standards

National testing for prospective
instructors would raise quality

3y Kate Zemlke
:EW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

Pre-empting a growing national movement to im-
wse tougher standards on teachers, the American
‘ederation of Teachers, the nation’s second-largest
«achers’ union, today will propose a national test
ad rigorous new standards for those who want to
ecome teachers,

The proposal, a departure from traditional union
pposition to increased teacher testing, comes amid
cightened worries from educators, parents and
oliticians about the declining quality of the nation’s
-aching force and those entering it.

About a third of all teachers lack a major or mi-
or in the subjects they teach, meaning that about 4
ullion children every year learn math from someone
‘ho may not have taken a math class since high
*hool. While most states have teacher tests, most re-
aire only the equivalent of a-high school education
» pass, in part because unions have blocked efforts
1 set the bar higher.

Some 2 million teachers are due to be hired or re-
‘aced nationwide over the next decade, with many

ates struggling to find enough qualified people to
ad their classrooms.

The union said it wanted to take advantage of

that opportunity, and was making
its recommendations after two
years of studying teacher prepara-
tion programs. The proposal
would not affect current members.
“We've taken an honest and
hard, critical look at what's out
there, and most of it is terribly in-
adequate,” said Sandra Feldman,
president of the one-mil-
lion-member union, “If
we could get folks to fol-
low this prescription, we
would have- a much
rosier future.”
Unions have long
said that tests are a poor
measure of the gifts that
make a good teacher, But
ultimately, Feldman said,
tests and tougher stan-
dards can give the teach-
ing profession the same
rigor, and the same sta-
tus, that board and bar

KEA

By Linda B. Blackfo
HERALDLEADER EDUCATION WRITER

The president of Kentucky's largest
teachers’ union will stay at the helm
for two more years, .

Judith Gambill, 51, who has led the
Kentucky Education Association since
1998, fended off a strong challenge
from Barren County teacher Frances
Steenburgen.

Gambill won 52 percent of the vote
in last week’s election.

“] always have a tough race, but it
was a good race,” she said yesterday.

Gambill attributed her success to
an increase in membership to nearly
30,000 active members, new KEA.
training and seminars for teachers, and
a successful legislative session.

“We're still waiting for the final
analysis of the budget, but [ think we
had a good session,” she said. “We
stopped the school-voucher bill, and
started a discussion of better health
care for state emnlovees.”

exams give doctors and
lawyers. With schools in

glm_ost every state sup-

Jecting  students 1o
lougher tests, she said, it

only makes sense to demand the
same of_ teachers,

While the union proposal
vomes late to the bid for better
teachers, it also adds a crucia)
voice to the lawmakers and par-
entsl who have called for reforms.

'l?eo_ple from the outside need
PEITISsion to talk about teacher
quality withour it seeming like
hashing teachers” said Kati Hay-.
cock. executive director of the Edy.
cation Trust, 3 Washington-baseq

nonprofit group that has studied
reacher preparation and advocates
for poor and minority students.
“When the second-largest national
teachers’ union tatks abour teacher
quality. it gives other people per-
mission to talk about it, and to do
something.”

Any attempt to adopt such a
national program will be bucking
a long tradition of strong locai

control over educarion.
Still. Arthur Levine,
president of Teachers
College at Columbia
University, said the pro-
posal would give impe-
tus to about 39 states
that are now consider-

ing some form of
tougher teacher stan.
dards.

“Several states were
afraid to act for fear
unions wouldn't support
them,” Levine said.
“Given the huge number
of teachers we have who
are uncertified in math
and science and English
as a second language,
this is a gedsend.”

In Kentucky, a bill passed by
the General Assembly this week
will provide grants and training
to middle school teachers in every
subject. But the original version
would have also launched an inde-
pendent standards hoard to over
see teacher-quality efforts, and re-

KEA also got the credit for gutting
a teacher-quality bill that would have
required new training for some middle
school téachers. The union also pushed
for 4 teacher majority on the standards
board that would have overseen
reacher-quality efforts,

“Judith did her part as advocate for
those issues, and she's a very, very
hard worker who puts in many, many
nours on behalf of teachers,” said Pam
Hammonds, director of the Fayette
County Education Association, an affil-
iate of KEA.

Gambill, a 25-year teaching veteran
from Ashiand, said the low point of her
term was a weeklong strike by the
KEA staff over health benefits and
working conditions. '

The strike was finally negotiated,
but Gambill said it was difficult to be a
union president who crosses any picket
line,

quired more training for middle
school teachers,

_ The National Education Asso-
ciation, the nation's largest teach-
ers’ union,-said yvesterday that it

had nor vet seen the report. and so
would not comment even on
whether it supported the notion of
a national test, '

The smaller union has consis-
tenitly talked about the need to im-
prove the nation's teaching force.
but has never before proposed or
endorsed such a high series of
hurdles.

The proposal would require

that prospective teachers pass two
tests, one after their sophomore
vear in college and a second be-
lore entering the classroom. Ad-
dressing the common complaint
that teachers learn too much peda-
gogy and not enough subject mat-
ter — that is, they learn how to
teach but not what to teach — the
test would require prospective
teachers to demonstrate college-
level knowledge in math, science,
English, history and geography.
_ The report also calls for creat-
g a national core curriculum for
what teachers need to know,
much like the standards that
states have begun using to test
students over the past few years,

_ The report, “Building a Profes-
sion:  Strengthening  Teacher
Preparation and Induction,” also
calls for raising entrance require-
ments for teacher education pro-
grams, demanding that students
have a college grade point aver-
age of 2,75 initially, with a re-
quirement for a 3.0 average
phased in over time.

Prospective teachers would
also have to have a major in the
subject they wanted to teach.

The report makes no mention
of higher salaries. But Feldman,
the union president. said that it
was clear that if teachers were
asked to meet higher standards,
they would have to be paid bet-
ter, ’
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president re-elected

“When lcame o KEA, [said |

would be management and I was re-

sponsible to the membership, so 1 had
already made a decision,” she said:
Gambill has been on leave from the
Russel! Independent School District
since 1995, when she became involved
with KEA leadership. She has -also
been president of the Eastern Kentucky
Education Association, and currently
sits on the board of trustees of the Ken-
tucky Teacher Retirement System and
the Kentucky Commission on Women.
Gambill’s vice president, Kenton
Cooper,.also won re-election. Cooper, a
Fayette County teacher, will also be on
leave. o
Gambill said her membership-drive
will continue over the next two years.
She also wants to offer more training
to teachers on issues such as school
safety and different teaching styles.
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Legislature to take up
budget, vetoes

Child-safety bill
also among issues
as session ends

By Jack Brammer
HERALD-LEADER FRANKFORT BUREAU

FRANKFORT — Kentucky's
2000 General Assembiy officially
ends today with legislators tack-
ling several weighty subjects. in-
cluding a two-year spending plan
and how to divide the state's
share of the tobacco settlement
money.

Legislators also will decide
the fate of an adult education bill
pushed by Senate President
David Williams, a measure that
would make it second-degree
manslaughter to leave a child un-
attended in a car if the child died,
and five vetoes from Gov. Paul
Patton,

The most controversial of
those vetoes deals with a bill that
would allow churches to refuse
the use of their facilities to people
on religious grounds.

Patton said yesterday that he
had not yet decided on other pos-

sible vetoes or whether he would
veto anything after the legislative
ion ends.

S%SThe last day of the 3%-month
lawmaking session, which will
cost taxpayers about $6 m1111on,
will begin at 10 - i
am. when both -
the House and
Senate convene,
Many legislators
will get their first
look at the pro-
posed budget
House and Senate
negotiators final-
ized early Wed-
nesday.

The $14 bil-
lion state budget, contains huge
increases for higher education
and money for more than 600 pro-
jects, including $15 million to ren-
ovate and expand Lexington's
convention center and Rupp Are-
na.

The budget is balanced on a
plan that puts a 6 percent sales
tax.on interstate telephone calls to
raise $89.4 million and cuts the
tax paid by employers into the
unemployment insurance fund by
575 million.

It also includes $82.5 million
from the imposition of a sales tax
on fees paid by long-distance
companies to use local telephone
exchanges. Telephone company
oificials say the tax would be
passed on to consumers.

Williams, R-Burkesville, ac-
knowledged vesterday on The
Jane Norris Show on Louisville’s
WHAS-AM radio station that the
Republican-controlled Senate did
“place a 6-cent tax” on out-of-state
phone calls that matches the cur-
rent tax on long-distance calls
within the state,

He said the tax increase would
affect businesses more than con-
sumers and that the overail tax
plan was “revenue neutral.”

Tobacco report on agenda

House Speaker Jody Richards,
D-Bowling Green,: agreed in an in-

terview, and said ‘the budget com-
promise “movesj Kentucky for-
ward.”

House and Senate members
also today will consider a confer-
ence committee report pounded
out this week on dividing Ken-
rucky’s share of the national to-
hacco settlement fund.

The conference committee de-
cided Wednesdayv that 65 percent
of future pavments for agricul-
ture's share will go to a --ate
board to undertake broad i1. ia-
tives. The remaining 35 perc nt
will go to counties based on tivsir
own economic reliance on tobacco.
County boards would still have o
obtain state permission to spend
any money.

Kentucky could get as much
i1s 33.1 billion over 25 vears from
cigarette manufacturers as a part
of their settlement with the states
to cover the medical costs of

smoking-related illness.

The législature had previously
decided to use a fourth of the
money for early childhood devei-
opment and another fourth for
health-care initiatives. The other
half would go to agriculture — an
estimated $50.5 million in the
2001 fiscal year and $60.8 million
in 2002, plus nearly $70 million al-
ready received.

Last shot for education bill

Several other bills are pend-
ing. Williams' adult education
measure, Senate Bill 1, has been
stuck in the House since Jan. 20.
SB 34, which would allow state
agencies to hire outside lawyers
without the attorney general's
consent, is in the Senate.

Another measure, known as
Bryan's Law, dealing with unat-
tended children in cars, has been
approved in the House but never
called in the Senate. It was
prompted by the heat-exposure
déath of ll-month-old Bryan
Puckett in Lexington last July. Po-
lice said he was left unattended in
a car by his bahy sirter.
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By Rocky STANLEY sl gliit
OF THE DAILY INDEPENDENRZ irs+1,

MOREHEAD - ‘Tadsng
high school player Levi

Adams is Morehead State
University’s first men’s bas-
ketball signee of the:spring
period.

Adams, 6-foot-9 and . 205
pounds, averaged 11 points
and seven rebounds as-a se-
nior at Terre Hauté North’
High School. -+ . i,

“IZevi comes::from-:a::good

highi- school:: program;Zagid -

% .r.1.%::r."«ew. n.m‘:H-‘:K:: -,‘ a-‘_-_-'
THigRizE s g plus: e‘f‘ﬁ‘élie%
hig best-basketball is dafinite-
ly. . ahead of him as ke .gets
stronger.” ¥
Adams %Iayed fors leg-
endaryAc‘oac Jim Jonés, the
prepcosach of baskethall Hall-
of-Famer. Larry Bird. %
MSU signed three?, bigh
schook:players during.the No-
vember ‘signing period:}€asey

we..0f : West Cartery”Rick

Minard of Mansﬁeld?Ohio};'
and Corey Seegers of ‘Colum:
busI:oInd. .

we, a 6-2 guard, aver-
aged 21 points and dt,i.7v$;—
bounds last season and was
named Player of the Year in
the Eastern Kentucky Confer-

. " rebounds f; Mansfield High

Scheol. The- 6-8, 230-pound
Seegers collected 16.6 points
and 7.0 rebounds per game at
Columbus North.

MS3U women add Willlams

Morehead State women’s
coach Laura Litter is excited
about the-program’s latest ad-
dition.

Lexington Bryan Station
standout DeVonda. Williams
has signed a national letter-
of-intent-to attend MSU.

The 5-foot:11 forward aver-
aged a double-double in points
and rebounds each of the past

two seasons. As a senior tri
captain at Bryan Stal:tigg
illiams helped’ Jead the La:
dy Defenders to a 27.2 record
Bryan Station won 24 consec-
utive games before losing in
the semifinals of the 11th Re-
gion-Tournament.

Williams, who averaged
14.5 points and 10.4 re-
bounds, was named first team
All-City and second team All-
State.

“DeVonda is perhaps the
most underrated player in the
state,” Litter said. “She has
t}_1e size, strength and athleti-
cism to become an impact

Litter describes Williams
as a multi-position player who
fits perfectly into the Lady
Eagles’ up-tempo style of
play.

Williams comes.from a bas-
ketball family. Her father,
LaVon, and mother;.Debra
(Oden), played at.the Univer-
sity of Kentucky-during the

late 1970s. and:.early. ‘80s.
LaVon was a mémber-of UK’s
1978 national-:championship
team. . R
Morehead’s recruiting;class
also includes;*Kentuckians
Kandi Brown'of state champi-
on West Carter-and and- for-
mer Madison- Central stand-
out Travece Turner, a sopho-
more transfer from Richmond.
Both signed with-MSU during
the fall.

“We are attracting the very
best players in Central and
Eastern Kentucky to our pro-
gram,” Litter said. at
bodes well for the future of
women'’s basketball at More-
head. Area players are form-
ing the nucleus of our rising
program.”

MSU also signed 6-3 center
Frances Montgome of
Cincinnati State Technical
College in the fall period..

ence. Minard, also a ard
averaged 22.8 points agg S.d

ference.”
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player in the Ohio Valley Con-
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Bill to aid adult education passes;
‘each county to have long-term plan

"MICHAEL QUINLAN
e Courier-Journal

FRANKFORT, Ky. — The Senate
ted 36-0 yesterday to give tinal
ssage to a bill aimed at teaching
e Kentuckians to read and write
1 bringing other improvements to
+ state’s adult-education programs,
rlier in the day, the House passed
-bill 58-0.
senate Bill 1, sponsored by Senate
isident David Williams, R-Burkes-
e, coordinates the state's adult-
rning programs and develops bet-
local networks of agencies that
vide adult education.
*he biil also improves training for
iple who educate adults and pro-
es financial incentives to encour-
1 more people to participate in
it education. The bill now goes to
7. Paul Patton for his siznature.

Rep. Charlie Siler, R-Williamsburg,
the bill's floor manager in the House.
said it was “‘an important investiment
in adults that needs to be made if
we're going to reach all our goals for
our children.”

Because of a House-added amend-
ment to bring state adult-education
employees into the merit system, the
legislation had to go back to the Sen-
ate for another vote.

The bill was drawn from the rec-
ommendations of a task force set up
by Patton.

The task force found that although
1 million adult Kentuckians lack ba-

sic reading skills or a high school 'aKe advantage of them,
equivalency certificate, only slightly ~Under the bill, dropouts who ha

SB 1 addresses this by requiring sehool equivalency test. The bill al
each county to,develop a long-term oy p?'ovide aystate income-tgg
plan for improving local adult-educa- creqis for employers who provide
tion programs. L time for workers to pursue GEDs.

Although there is no funding in the s yp 5004 the Department of Adult
bill, the legislature followed Patton’s g4, avion and Literacy in the Work-
recommendations and doubled the g0 hoyelonmont Cabinet will con.

state’s budget for adult-education yinye v agminister programs, the bill

programs over the next two years by goulq have the Council on Postse-

putting $5 milion in additional mon- cop4aps Education develop a 20-year

2y in the first year of the 2001-2002 plan t5' ;00 dult literacy and high

budget and $10 million on top of that sehoe) completion rate .
in the second year. - pletion rates by using a

new network of services available in

Some of the new money would gq each county. -

to financial incentives for communi{ It would be up to each community

ties to run programs and for adults tf to evaluate its needs and particular
problems and to customize. local

plans to address those.

more than 45,000 took part in an Peen out of high school for at lea
adult-education program. The group three years can_earn up to $1,000 ini-
also found that programs are uneven fuition discounts from a Kentucky
and often provide poor service to E!iblllc university, community or tech-
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By LONNIE HARP
The Courier-Jjournal

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Ten
years after the state gained
a national reputation for
taking bold steps to im-
prove public education, the
2000 legislature showed lit-

tle interest in invigorating

classrooms,

_ Onily portions of a sweep-
ing plan to raise teacher
'qualifications survived,

The final version that
passed Tuesday included
stipends and assistance for
middle school teachers to
improve their skills, with
emphasis on math teachers.
It also calls for a “center
for middle school academic
achievement.” Middle
schoel  achievement-test
scores have showed little
improvement .over. the-past:
10 years while:.eleméntary’
and high school:scores-have
risen steadily under tests
mandated by the.Kentucky

Education Reform Act.

But 2 provision in the bill
to pay teachers to mentor
other teachers was deleted,
along with a provision to
pay teachers extra to take
Jobs in areas with teacher
shortages. e

Still, Acting Education
Commissioner Kevin No-
land said he was pleased
with what survived. .
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Teacher qualifications plan

“Particularly during the
| last week or so, the results
were better than I expect-
| ed,” he said. Noland said
. hewas glad that portions of
j the teacher-quality biil were
enacted.

Lawmakers did not ap-
prove a provision to create
an independent standards
board to oversee teacher
training and qualifications;
instead it will remain under
the Education Department.
However, the governor
could order it to be made
independent.

Robert Sexton, director
of the Prichard Committee
for Academic Exceilence, a
statewide citizens group
based in Lexington, said
failure to create an inde-
pendent board will hurt ef-
forts to. make aggressive
changes.

“It’s just critical that that
be done,” Sexton said,

And efforts to change the
makeup of the board by
adding, more members
faited; it-will remain- domi-
ndted by a majority of
teachers. The Kentucky
Education Association, a
teachers groug. had bitterly
fought the change, which
some educators said was
critical to a board expected
to take a more active role in
upgrading instruction.

A plan to start new arts
and foreign-language pro-
grams I elementary
schools across the state was
easily approved but never
made it into the state budg-
et. And plans to increase

minority recruitment in ail
education positions failed to
win approval.

On-a -positive note, edu-
cation advocates said, law-
makers did provide the re-

- quested funding to continue
higher-education reforms
passed in 1997. They in-
creased the budget for post-
secondary programs by 20
percent over two years and
provided $120 million for
Gov. Paul Patton’s “Bucks
for Brains’’ program to add
endowed professorships at
state universities,

But the budget was not
entirely kind: Teacher
raises and funding for ele-
mentary and secondary
schools may not keep pace
with the cost of living.

Observers said that over-
all, lawmakers showed little
passion for taking steps to
improve public schools.

“We've got a stripped-
down teacher-quality ' bill

and more nepotism Is in,”

Sexton said. “I'was hoping
for a better session for edu-
cation than we had.”

Sexton said the session
stands in stark contrast to a
decade ago, when lawmak-
ers passed KERA, which
drew national acclaim.

“It’s a tragic lost opportu-
nity on many fronts,” Sex-
ton said of the latest ses-
sion. “I don’t know how it
could have been much
worse.”

Lawmakers who allowed
the teacher-quality bill to
stall on the last regular day
of the session said they ran

out of time to deal with the
ES_Sglr:]e, Stt)al;lt Sup%(:srters of

1gher standards disagreed.

The™ " fop edlﬂ.:tion
achievements of the 2000
General Assembly_consist
of passing a bill to teach
flag etiquette, one requiring
greater tornado-prepared-
ness drills and a require-
ment that all schools close
on the Martin Luther Kine

Jr. holiday.

Lawmakers passed a bill
that relaxes .KERA's anti-
nepotism provisions to al-
low many principals to hire
their spouses.

The legislature also ap-
proved a bill requiring
schools to conduct criminal
background checks of regu-
lar parent volunteers.

In what may he remem-
bered as the most lasting
achievement . of._ the ses-
sion’s education panels, leg-
islators Ii’uieﬂy passed a'b
that wilt allbwparents to
pre-pay their children’s col-
lege tuition at Kentucky
universities. |

Under House . Bill 180,
pushed by state Treasurer
Jonathan Miller and already
signed by Patton, parents
could pay current tuition
rates at any Kentucky uni-
versity and avoid what are
sure to be higher prices
when children reach college
age.

OST in the partisan strug-
gle that has consumed
Frankfort is a great vic-
tory for public educa-

tion. Both the Governor and
his partisan antagonists in the
Senate can take credit for it.
Not only was the Kentucky

Education Reform Act pre-
served and extended. The
General Assembly also, with
help from leaders in both par-
ties, added a bold early child-
. d initiative. o
hogven more historic is the
precedent set in funding high-
er education. For decades, the
leaders of our public univer-
sities have

maneuvered

against one

another like a

bunch of
Chinese war-
lords. They

have resisted
every effort to
establish
some reason-
able level of

central con-

trol. )

But in this

session, the

recommendzla.]-

ions of the

Estate Council on Postsecon-
dary Education were run
through the much-maligned
SCOPE committee, incorporat-
ed into the Governor's budget

largely adopted. i
an'(lj‘hirgéo%ncilg also given a
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ion and in the knowledge-
;Jla;)sr:ed economy bill, actually
emerges from this session
stronger. much to the surprise
of those who once scoffed at
Gov. Patton’s vision for it.
His new system worked.
Whether it will work as well
without the insight and deter-
mination of an extraordinary
governor (or without the work
of a tough, brilliant council ad-
ministrator like Gordon Da-
vies) remains to be seen. But
it worked this time, setting a
recedent that future meddlers
will ignore at their peril.

This General Assembly also
appropriated money. lots of it.
for higher education: a 19 per-
cent boost over two years and
another $120 million in Bucks
for Brains.

The council must watch
carefully to see that universl-
ties use this largesse to meet
specific goals in enrollment.
retention, graduation and co-
ordination, They can't be al-
lowed to take the money and
run. ) )

‘But the council will
approach this task with new
leverage, having survived leg-

isiative attempts to undercut 1t.
The push to
put campus
presidents 1n
charge of

AT

benchmark
funding
failed.

So did an
effort to give
them substan-
tial control of
content in the
state’s virtual
university.

Business
leaders helped
make this pos-

sible by quietly supporting the
Patton reform. So did brave
souls like Mike McCall of the
Kentucky Community and
Technical College System, the
University of Louisville’s John
Shumaker, Northern Kentucky
University’s James Votruba and.
in one critical appearance
before legislators, Gary Ransdell
of Western Kentucky University.

Yes. this legislature left un-
finished some major business:
easing the heavy tax burden
on our working poor: making
the tax system grow with the
economy; financing obvious
highway needs.

But the size of the task
ahead in building a better,
fairer tax system shouldn’t
keep anyone from recognizing
the achievements this session
did leave behind, especially in
public education.
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Patton says $14 billion
plan fulfills his key goals

3y Jack Brammer
{ERALDH EADER FRANKFORT BUREAU _ -
FRANKFORT — After weeks of intense Dicker-
ng, the House and Senate yesterday approved with-
Jut debate a two-year state spending plan. loaded
vith 718 projects worth $293 mil-
jom,
Gov. Paul Patton, after Ken-
ucky’s 2000 General Assembly of-
jcially ended at 8:48 p.m., said-the
314 billion plan was a victory for
1is administration. He said it ac-
:omplished two of his major goals:
the early childhood develppment
program and more funding - for
higher education, specifically: the
“hucks for brains’.. programs,
which. give universities/money" to
attract top researchiers. o
“At this point?Fmnot:going to
get political,” Patton:said. “Tm oel-
shrating a victory despite the Re-
publicans. They did everything
they could to frustrate our pian for
political reasons.” )
Patton said he has the right to
veto specific items in the budget,
«and I most Iikely will” He did not
elaborate. o
Among other things, the bud- :
get provides a 5 percent annual
pay raise for state w:orkers and
keeps construction projects recom- . ]
mended by the higher education counicil, ;ncludmg
$39 million for a biomedical sciences building at the
University of Kentucky and §25 million for a re-
search building for the University of Louisville.
It funds significant expansions in adult education
and in early childhood education; and provides at

least $12 million — to be matched

with more than $36 million in fed-

eral funds — for services and

community homes for the mental-
l ly retarded.
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 approved witho

The projects in the budget in-
clude $15 million to improve the
convention center and Rupp Are-
na in Lexington and $10 million
for the Muhammad Ali Center and
$7 million for the Home of the In-
nocents in Louisville.

The budget is based on a com-
promise pounded out earlier in the
week by House and Senate nego-
tiators and depends on a plan that
places a 6 percent tax on out-of-
state phone calis.

That tax increase would
raise $24.8 million in the coming
fiscal vear and $64.6 million the
next vear, for a total of $89.4
million,

The tax package also would
cut the tax paid by employers into
the unemployment insurance fund
by $37.5 million a vear, a total of

875 million for the two-year bud-
get

The measure did not include
$82.5 million that is integral to
balancing the budget. That money
comes from a 6 percent sales tax
on the fees paid by long-distance
companies for the use of local tele-
phone exchanges.

Senate  President  David
Williams. R-Burkesville, has said
the legislature has nothing to do
with that tax, which has been on
the books for decades bur never
coliected.

Patton said last night that his
administration would coiiect the
tax. but noted that his mitial tax
bill repealed it. “The legisiature
refused to repeal it," he said.

The  Republican-controiled
Senate, which had advocated no
tax increases but yielded this

week to what it called a “revenue
nettral” compromise, voted 31-6
on Tuesday for the tax package In
House Bill 996. The House ap-
proved that bill yesterday on a
vote of 58-36, with six members
not voting.

On HB 502, which outlined the
spending plan, the House voted
G0-8.

The Senate approved the bud-
get bill on a 36-0 vote. The cham-
ber initially had planned to vote
on it at 11:45 a.m. but had to wait
until 3 p.m. to make some techni-
cal corrections. '

“This is bipartisan confu-
sion,” said Senate Minority
Leader David Karem, D-
Louisville.

The final votes on the budget
and tax plan came after a chaotic
session.

In January, Patton proposed a
series of tax increases and de-
creases. But legislators balked,
largely because that plan called
for a gasoline tax increase of 7
cents a gallon at the pumps.

Patton scaled down his plan
with a call for a 7 percent tax on
the telecommunications industry
to replace existing local and
state taxes on telephone and ca-
ble television companies. The
House passed it and used the
$178 million it would generate
over two years to help finance its
budget.

But the Senate did not em-
brace the plan and presented a
budget that cut $20 million in
funding for public schools and
money for more than 400 com-
munity development projects.

The stalemate between the
rwo chambers was not broken un-
til this week.
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Bill clears up Derby ticket issue for Patton

By AL CROSS
C-J Political Writer

FRANKFORT, Ky. — The Senate
gave Gov. Paul Patton a parting gift
last night, sending him a bill that
would clear up legal questions about
his allocation of hundreds of tickets
to each Kentucky Derby.

House Bill 511 had geen stalled in
the Senate because President Pro
Tem Richard Roeding, R-Lakeside
Park, fiied a floor amendment to re-
place Patton’s language with a ban
on fund-raising’ at the governor’s
mansion and other state facilities.

That was aimed squarely at Patton
and his fellow Democrats, for whom
the mansion is a popular fund-raisin
venue, so Roeding’s measure woul
never have passed the Democratic-

. controlled House. ’

Roeding said he finally withdrew
the amendment last night because he
thinks the last six governors’ use of
Derby tickets has been useful to the
state in recruiting economic-develop-
ment prospects.

The Courier-Journal reported last
fall that Patton got 553 tickets to [ast
year's race and sold them at face vai-
ue to people of his choice — largely
his political supporters. The. state
buys only about 60 Derby tickets,
those designated for economic-devel-
opment prospects.

That did not bother Senate Repub-
lican Caucus Chairman Charlie Bor-
ders of Russell, he said in an inter-
view after the Senate sent the bill to
Patton on a 23-0 vote.

“I don’t have a real problem with
political supporters;** Borders said.
“A lot of times, they are the very

fMNnm

same people who are going to help
us in economic development.”

Patton’ asked for the bill because
the Executive Branch Ethics Comnmiis-
sion said in a non-binding opinion
that he should stop acting as a ticket
agent, because the market value is
much more than tickets’ face value.

The governor indicated that he did
not put much stock in the commis-
ston’s opinions. But to clear up the
legal question. he got House Demo-
cratic Floor Leader Greg Stumbo to
quietly add an exemption to HB 511,
a minor ethics measure.

The amendment allows state offi-
cials to allocate tickets to sporting
events. It also declares an emergen-
cy, which will make it law as soon as
Patton signs it. Derby Day is May 6.
Staff writer Joseph Gerth contributed

to this story.
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Bill directs money for high-tech jobs

The House voted 96-1 to give fina

the next two years to attract more high

passage yesterday to a bill that sets out how $53 million will be spent over
-tech companies to Kentucky.

The actual money is in the budget bill, but House Bill 572 dirgcts how the money will be spent.

The new programs include:

W 340 million for a ioan fund to build and promote networks of technology-driven industries,
N $4 million to create a science and technology foundation.
B 33 million for a research-and-development fund to help universities work with private companies.

] I -
Bin prompted by child'death passes

A catch-all health-care bill, including a provision that sets a specific criminal penalty for anyone who causes a
child’s death by leaving the child in a motor vehicle, was given final passage by the General Assembly last night.
Under House Bill 608, a person is guilty of second-degree manslaughter if that person leaves a child under 8
years old in a motor vehicle and the child dies.

The provision is the result of a campaign by a Winchester couple, whose 11-month-old son died last year after
his baby sitter allegedly left him in a car for two hours with the windows closed. :

The multi-faceted bill also allows adult day-care centers to use skilled nursing employees to dispense medica-
tion, makes a wider range of drugs available to Medicaid patients, and authorizes a study to see if pharmacists
are being reimbursed a fair rate by Medicaid.

: —
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Local projects swelled to 718
|

Senate last month refused to go

By TOM LOFTUS
The Courier-Joymnal

FRANKFORT, Ky, — The

state_‘budfet that passed on
the final day of the 2000 ses-
sion might be déscribed as
“bucks for bricks and brains.”
_ That's because new build-
ings and other, pet local proj-
ects:of -lawmakers, as weli as
funding for postsecondary
education, got huge shares of
the increased revenue-in the
two-year budget that begins
July 1.
It is a $35 billion budget
that continues a practice Gov.
Paul Patton started in 1998,
when he had a large surplus
to spend: designating money
for hundreds of community
development projects, at least
a little something for each
county.

The Democratic-controlled
House added to the gover-
nor's list. The Republican-
controlled Senate decried the

pork-barrel-spending but later -

gave in when it convinced jt-
self it was not raising taxes,
The Senate then slapped its
OWn projects into the list,
Before it was over, there
were 718 cornmunity develop-
ment projects costing $293
million. They ranged from
$2,000 for each of five schools
in Greenup County for in-

structional materials for sci-

ence teachers to 315 million

forrthe égn_ovgtion of the Lex-

Ington Civic Center and

Arena. Rupp

And that list did not count
funding for other construc-
tton, including $145 million
authorized for courthouse
projects, 387 million for a
new prison in Elliott County,
and higher education projects
that included $39 million for a
blomedlcz_ll sciences building
at the University of Kentucky
and 325 million for a research
building for the University of
Louisvi]le,

Jefferson County was a big
winner. Besides the U of L re-
search building, it got $10 mii-
lion for the proposed Muham-
mad Ali Center, $12.5 million
for waterfront. development,
§7 million for the Home of the
Innocents, $400,000 for the
Belle of Louisville and much
more,

The state will issue bonds
for most of the projects,
spreading the cost over the
next 20 years.

Patton, a Democrat, said
late Friday he was pleased to
reach a tax-and-budget agree-
ment With:the Senate that re-
stored the projects: “From the
Home | of "the Innocents in
Louigville and water and sew-
er-ifiprovements: i -Eastern -

Kentu’lcky to Rupp Arena in
Lexington and dozens of com-
munity improvement projects
in the western part of the
state, | this budget and our
winning legislative agenda
will mean-progress,” he said.
The| other main feature of
the budget is that it provides
a 20 percent funding increase
over two years to_postsecon-
dary education — Patton’s top
riority. This boost includes
120 |million for Patton’s
“Bucks for Brains™ program
to establish more endowed
professorships at state univer-
sities to attract top scholars.
The| budget also gives sig-
nificant increases to early-
childhood development, adult
education, services for people
with mental retardation, eco-
nomicidevelopment programs
designed to bring high-tech
companies to the state, foster
care, and juvenile justice.
Thei{budget will pay for 70
new Kentucky State Police of-

ficers.|It will pay for annual 5

percent raises for all state em-

ployees, with some in lower-
paying jobs getting a bit
more.

Lawmakers scrambled to
fund an annual increase in

basic public school funding of
2.4 percent per year. And the
budget includes money for 47
new family resource and youth_
service | centers at publi0
schools|and provides $17 mil-
lion for|teacher quality initia-
tives.

_ In the|end, the budget prom23
ises to do just about everythin,
Patton and-legislative leaders—
had hoped i would, even witff*8
out the majdr tak-increase/tax—
reform plan that Patton offerc#8
in January but that was latep8
killed by:lawmakers.

The additional money wass
found thrdggh’ ate-’sessizn"n%'
otiations’&mong  the Senatdtd
Touse and Patton adminis’t::éf‘—’
tion. | i e

The Hduse ,had passed;
scaled-back. tax lanp put f 35:‘;
ward by Patton after the defeat

of his original proposal, but tha=

along and was forced
from the;budget the 5178 mitd
R In" new revenue th
plan would hayp raiseq, - 9
Among other things, the Sefxq.
ate cut.$20..million in public
school funding and money, for
all community development
projectg In firal: negotiation§is
the House insisted on restoriigs
tl'ge;;nogey;.f’qrf;chools and-the’
projectsj ~ .. . : .
In the end;alt parties agreed
to a schemeto raise the money
— yet in a-way that gave them
enough political-¢over to claim’
they didn'f raise:taxes.. ned
The solttion-was toapplya 6
percent tax to-out-of-state long-
distance:calls :— a move that_
will raise:about $89:4 millieas
over two:years for the statels _
GenergijFund: to pay for presd
grams and projects. sieH
Even though the same bili
cuts the unempioyment msl.g'-ﬁ
ance-tax paid by employers bf
nearly’ the- same amount, the
key point:is-that it doesn't cut_
revenueito the General Fun@lH
but tofa“special:fund that pays_
only unempioyment benefitath
That fund can afford 2 cut nowt
because of low unemployment _
rates. (In fact, the fund is doingX
so well lawmakers were able to_
increase unemployment bengaX
fitsin the same bill.) ~nd

Senate President David WiZ3
liams, R-Burkesville, said thé"
two moves offset each othéf™
and the budget is revenue neu-
tral. However, many lawmakers
disputed this suggestion.

A second part of the revenugsy
solution was for the state to bg=y
in collecting a tax it curren
is not collecting-— a 6 percesify
sales tax on fees paid by longfa
distance companies for the use.
of local telephone exchanges. "=

That move will raise abowt
$82.5 million over two yearsyy
Williams and House. Speaker
Jody Richards, D-Bowlingg
Green, each said their respec-
tive-chambers passed differenfy
bills this session that wou
have eliminated this tax. Howzs
ever, the two chambers did n¢t3
pass the same bill and the tax
remains on the books. oy

Friday night Pattor said thgy
telecommunications tax reform
he. proposed would have regy
pealed the tax on the long-digry
tance companies, buf the Sefizy
ate rejected that plan.{“The leg-
isfature refused to repgal it,” he
said, and his admipistratiog.y
will now begjp, collectingit.
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By Tom MARSHALL
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FRANKFORT

" After

traveling a road pitted by leg-
islative battles, a state budget
steamrolled through the state
House and Senate on its way
to final passage Friday.

Thisis a

tremen-
dous-.gb_‘ud:— -

The bud-
get . pasged
the House 90
to 8 late -Fri-
day . after-
noon, paving
the.way'for a
nuinbér;of lo-
calzroad.pro-

get.ﬂfo T h.‘jéct.s; b the

Eastern

.sprojécts’. in-

clude -$24.5

kers satisfied

T

S

Greenup
County,
backed Ad-
kins' assess-
ment.

“I!m like
Rocky, I

think it’s the best budget you
can hope for,” he said. “We
have to take advantage of
having a governor from East-
ern Kentucky. I may have
spent, the money a little differ-
ently, but everybody would
have.” .. .

Rep. -Robin Webb, D-
Grayson;zwhose district in-
cludes Garteryand Lewis.coun-
ties;voted-for the-budget,.but
againstithe-taxwhich _sup-
portediie e e

e =

million: over
. the next two
years for an
industrial
parkway, -
-~ which  will
eventually
link U.S. 64
. and U.S. 23.

The Sen-
ate gave its
. unanimous
a proyglld to

PP 1 o - T b | get

:Rdm garlier- é"ri-

- day.. ov.
Sandy Hook paul Patton

Democrat was expected
to sign it into
law.

Area legis-
lators gave
the budget
generally favorable reviews.

«This is a tremendous bud-
get for Eastern Kentucky,”
said state
Rep. Rocky
Adkins, D-

Sandy Hook,
whose  dis-
trict includes
Boyd, Elliott
and '
Lawrence
counties. “It
continues the
momentum
started in
1998 ... We've
waited a long
time to get

Kentucky.

POy

our fair
share.” .
Fellow
Rep. Hoby
Anderson, R-
Flatwoods,
who took

credit for the
$34 million
slated for

Webb was [EEiEENGE
disapproving 1
of the 6 per-'i2
cent tax WN
placed on out- B
of-state tele- |
phone calls, §
which re-
placed a tax
packf.ge f}_:ro-
posal * from
Patton that Webb
included a- 7-cent-a-gallon
gasoline hike.

She said she could not vote
for the tax, passed 58-36, In
good conscience because it
didn’t adequately address the
needs of the working poor.
Lewis County has been stifled
-with one of the state’s worst
unemployment rates in recent
months, reaching nearly 22
percent in Carter County.

Patton’s tax plan originally
passed the House, but was de-
feated when it went before the
Senate.

From there the buck was
passed to a bipartisan confer-
ence committee which gutted
the Patton package and in-
stead put the phone tax 1n
place. The state already has
such a tax on calls made with-
in the state.

Many in the region were
anxiously awaiting the out-
come of Friday's legislative
session.

Among those were workers
at Ashland’s Paramount Arts
Center. Passage of the revised
budget cleared the way for the
center to receive $3 million for
renovation and expansion.

Paramount’s funding had
been stripped with the defeat

T SSTEY ABHAST 20007
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of Patton’s tax plan, but reap-
%Jeared in conference commit-
ee.

Reached by telephone-in
Owensboro, Kathy. 'lI}-‘im'mons,
executive director at the Para-
mount, said she was “ecstatic”
with the news. She credited a
local petition drive with get-
ting the Paramount.back. in
therudget. oRE,

“I think what the communi-
ty did n’l’agh have }imd B?g‘l; in-

uence,” she said. “They’ cer-

tainly made a lot of ﬁoi‘éz"hﬁd

let the.leg-

iglators

knows-this

was’d pro-

ject® that’s

important

to them.

‘T think -

it was great the way the com-
munity pulled §ogether.” -

Another legislative- onlook-

er, C.W. Stevens of.Grayson,
had interest in:two.other ma-
jor projects which made it into
the final budget document —
a $2 million training center at
EastPark industrial park and
$5 million for a golfigourse at
Grayson Lake. D

Stevens servea ona'_t—ﬁ";-}mgrd

of t.he Northeast Kentucky
Regional Industrial Authori-
ty, EastPark’s developer, and
1s executive secretary of the
Grayson Chamber of Com-
merce.
_ “Pm very pleased with how
it -tumed out,” he said. “It’s
going to be a terrific boost to
Grayson and the surrounding
area,” he said.

(MORE)
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Session spins to a close in Frankfort

By Peter Banlak

and Jack Brammer
HERAUD-LEADER FRANKFORT BUREAU
FRANKFORT — The political
poker game came down to the last
few hands,

And it appears most of the
players left Frankfort with
enough chips to claim some mea-

“sure of victory heading into the
November elections.

There was a late stumble by
Senate Republicans, who ap-
peared poised to claim a clear vic-
tory on taxes, but muddied the
waters with a Iate vote to increase
taxes on out-of-state phone calls.

And there was a stand by
House Democrats, whom Patton
largely credits for his budget win,

In the final days of the 2000
General Assembly, the cards and
chips changed hands at a furious
Pace as legislators wrangled over
the $14 billion state budget.

There was an unexpected re-
covery by Gov. Pau] Patton, who
took his lumps early over 3 failed
tax plan but uitimately won pas-
sage of most of what he wanted in
the budget.

Expect debate over the win-
ners and losers of the 2000 session
~— especially on the budget and
taxes — to continue through Elec-
tion Day.

The political spinning began
even as the final gavel fel].

“The budget contains most of
the Democratic initiatives that
Kentucky needed to keep moving
forward,” said Nicki Patton, chait-
woman of the state De-
mocratic Party. “But our
plan to pay for it was
more fair for the average
Kentuckian,

“The price we had to
pay for progress was ac.

cepting the Republicans'
unfair tax plan.”

Not  surprisingly,
Ellen Williams, chair-
woman of the state GOP,
sees things differently,

Even though they
approved a & percent tax
on out-of-state calls, Re-
publicans blocked the
governor's two tax pro-

"posals, the first of which

would have generated
B s -

“We can go to the voters and
say we stopped a half-biilion dol-
lars of irresponsible taxes,” she
said. “Republicans stopped casino
gambling, stopped the gas tax,
stopped the tax on services,

“Republicans changed the way
Frankfort works.”

Still, the most intriguing twist
of the session’s final week came
when Republicans appeared to
give in to the pressure of budget
negotiations and approved the tax
on out-of-state calls. GOP leaders
said their budget was “revenue

neutral” because the tax boost
was balanced by 2 cut in unem-
ployment insurance raxes paid by
employers,

For most of the session, Re-
publicans, led by Senate President
David Williams, had said they
would not vote to increase taxes,

That stance, coupled with the
Senate’s initial decision to cut
hundreds of community projects
from the House budget, forced Re-
publicans into a difficult box, said

House Majority Leader (MORE)

Greer  Sthmha NoDea
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stonsburg.

They either had to
vote for a tax to balance
the budget, or go home
and explain to their con-
stituents why money
had been cut for water
lines, sewer projects and
facilities such as the
Home of the Innocents in
Louisville, he said.

“They were damned
if they did, they were

- damned if they didn't,”
Stumbo said.

As soon as the ses-
sion adjourned, Democ-
rats gleefully seized on

the GOP’s tax vote.

“I'm actually looking forward
to Republicans’ verbal gymnastics
as they try to explain their tax in-
crease 4s ‘no new taxes,’” said
Nicki Patton, who is the gover-
nor’s daughter. “If it looks like a
tax and raises money like a tax,
it's a tax.”

The leader of a statewide anti-
tax group said he thinks Republi-
cans were afraid to go home with-
out a budget. They knew they
would face accusations of shut-
ting down government, much-as
congressional Republicans did
five vears ago, said Rand Paul,

chairman of Kentucky Taxpayers
United.

Paul pointed out that Republi-
cans had said they would pass a
budget that would favor people
over pork. But they later added to
the budget 200 projects, most in
their home districts.

“They know that when they go
home to their districts, nobody is go-
ing to slap them on the back and
say, ‘Great job, you got us a revenue
neutral budget,” Paul said. “So they
all got projects in their districts.”

Ellen Williams, of the state
GOP, said-Republicans realized all
along that it was important to
fund such things as education and
infrastructure projects.

She said it was remarkable .

that Republicans were able to
stand up to Patton and the Demo-
cratic House, where they're out-
numbered 2-to-1, and find a way
to pay for such programs in a

way that won't be as onerous for’

average Kentuckians.

“It's the reality of the situa-
tion,” she said, “We have virtually
no authority in the state House. ...
So you have to negotiate for the
good of the people of Kentucky.”

' If anything, Republicans’ deci-
sion to go along with a tax in-
crease and the bulk of the gover-
nor’s budget gave Patton’s political
profile a late boost after he got off
to rough start when his first tax-
proposal stalled.

In the end, Patton won ap-
proval for his sweeping program
on early childhood development,
for a proposed high-risk health in.
surance pool and for portions of
other initiatives, such as changes
in workers' compensation.

“When you look through the
budget, the key things (Patton)'
war_ltegi are all there,” said House
Majority Caucus Chairman Jim
Callahan, D-Wilder,

“I think this session again
showed something about this gov-
ernor. Don’t ever take him for
granted.”

The Daily Independent, Ashland, Kentucky, Saturday, Aprii 15, 2000

Gambill wins another term
as president of KEA union

LEXINGTON (AP) — dJu-

active members, new KEA

dith Gambill, a teacher on
leave from Russell Indepen-
dent Schools, fended off a
challenge to win another two-
year term as president of Ken-
tucky’s largest teachers’
union.

Gambill, who has led the
Kentucky Education Associa-
tion since 1998, received 52
percent of the vote to defeat
Barren County teacher
Frances Steenburgen in last
week’s election.

The 25-year teaching veter-
an from Ashland attributed
her success to an increase in
membership to nearly 30,000

UK must learn to connect

training and seminars for
teachers, and a successful leg-
islative session.

“We're still waiting for the
final analysis of the budget,
but I think we had a good ses-
sion,” she said. “We stopped
the school-voucher bill, and
started a discussion of better
hea{_th care for state employ-
ees.”

KEA also got the credit for
gutting a teacher-quality bill
that would have required new
training for some middle
school teachers. The union al-
so pushed for a teacher major-
ity on the standards board

Lexington Herald-Leader
Sunday, April 16, 2000

he arrest of 12 University of
Kentucky students in the Ad-

ministration Building on April
borrowed a page from a yellowing

rapbook of the 1960s and '70s.
Since that Vietnam War era,
hen campus protests reached

eir height, the administration stifl
sn’t fully grasped how to forge
)sitive relations with students

ho strongly disagree with it.
That’s disconcerting, whether
le sides with the students or_the,

Hviniotsndioaem aloacsd weelaial L2 7000

T0r1Ng Organization wilt be more
effective in stemming companies’
abuse of foreign workers who
malge the team athletic gear. This
business is pure financial gravy
for universities, UK included.

The arrest of the students
shows to what extreme both sides
were willing to go to press their re-
spective points. Rather than under-
standing, there was confrontation.
In place of deliberative policy-mak-
Ing, there was protest and punish-
ment. It's excgl_lent material for a

that would have overseen

teacher-qualiiy efforts.

Gambill said the low point
of her term was a weeklong
strike by the KEA staff over
health benefits and working
conditions. The strike was fi-
nally negotiated, but Gambiil
said it was difficult to be a
union president who crosses
any picket line.

Gambill has been on leave
from Russell since 1995, when
she became involved with.
KEA leadership.

Gambill said her member-
ship drive will continue over
the next two years.

with students

we suspect would be truly eye-
opening for the administration.

It’s easy to understand the stu-
dents’ frustration. Before their ar-
rests, they were granted one meet-
ing with President Charles
Wethington in December and then
were largely shunted aside by un-
responsive administrators.

- Contrast what happened at UK
with Transylvania University,
where officials were light-years
more cooperative about students’
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the fledgling Workers’ Rights Con-
sortium on March 1, rather than
the Fair Labor Association as UK

e From the outset; Tranisylvania dld’ﬂemqeo%ﬁ’%%’ofmq e
valued the students’ research and - cimilar committee of students
knowledge of labor abuses and set as dmanlar_ istrators was formed,-
about to find out more. President an dxrmPrn iderit John Shumaker
Charles Sheaer considered the is- although Hre
sue so important that he joined the 18 nI?f UK continues its hard-line
fact-ﬁncfimgl;::hn;ﬁuttee,ma; 1?1d?nznsm' ~ stance and walls off stuoigs ggm
ents. The meet os were an exer- the decision-making process, -

ents. meetings were administration shot_lldn  §
cisen %@%ﬂshﬂi . prised when its resistance is
o Tensy/vana 19 matched by the students'.
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UK law students gain experience, give free legal counsel ai clinic

By Shawn Hopkins

HERALDLEADER STAFF WRITER
aw school can teach you how
to file a case, find precedents
to back it up and follow it
through to the end.

It can't teach you how to calm an
elderly woman facing tremendous
debt she didn’t run up.

. Stephanie McGehee, a third-year
~law-student at the University. of Ken-

. stucky, found herself doing that whilé-
~Iworking at:the University. of Kentucky
cCollegeof-Law Legal Clinic/where law
students act as lawyers' foritpeople
who have few other options. =~ '

McGehee is one of 14 third-year
law students who work approximately
six to eight hours a week at the clinic
at 630 Maxwelton Court. The students
can do everything a real lawyer can
do to help people. The clinic operates
on a need-based basis, serving people
who can’t afford a lawyer or haven’t
been able to find one who will take
their case. The services are free.

It’s a popular class, according to
Allison Connelly, associate professor
of law and clinic director, who ap-
proves every motion made, goes to
court with the students and catches
them if they make a mistake,

“They’re in the same position as a
lawyer, but in a sense I'm their whis-
pering counsel,” Connelly said.

What type of law the students
practice depends on the problems
faced by their 42 carrent clients, most
of whom are elderly and poor.

McGehee said she has handled
several cases where someone, usually
a caretaker, is taking advantage of an

elderly person. That leaves her. and
her clients in a delicate position.

McGehee said the goal then is to
“get them as much help as you can
without taking away their care.”

Student Jeff Middendorf said his
views about clients have changed by
working on cases in which the client
would probably do without represen-
tation if not for the clinic.

It opens up your mind to a seg-
ment of the population that you don't
typically have in mind as the type of
cllent you want to come through the
door,” said Middendorf, noting that
lawyers sometimes shy away from
people’ whose cases aren't going to
earn them money.

The clinic helps people like Grace
Cook, a retired state employee whose
car was repossessed after her last pay-
ment was lost and the bank refused to
believe that she had paid it.

“I just woke up one morning and
myv car was gone,” Cook said.

to get back her cary a 199¢ Toyota
Corolla, and when she did, it wasn’t in
the samé condition. Ashtrays, money
and parts.of the car were missing or
damaged.

cement, oil paint, stains. and

galvanized steel. iy
Gerard Masse, .also:a fine

arts graduate student;itook a -

Cook complained and asked for more natural approach Mothey
compensation, but she got nowhere. Nature Won is a 14:foot: tall
She didn’t have money to hire a piece based on the liferary- Man

lawyer, and no one would take the
case,
Cook finally tried the legal clinic,
which was eventually able to recover
$3,000 for the damages.

-Cook:said it was.a tremendqus re-

lief to find someone who would take-

pus. '*”-'f‘“—"-’” . ::.:321
bengieti?;ghtffagﬁﬁﬁ%
S L]

her seriously. community, "R :
“T found someone to stand up for me “The experience iri’ his pro-
and follow through on it” Cook said. - gram gives students fifsthatd

Though most clients aren’t UK
students, they are eligible to use the
clinic’s services if their cases meet the

knov_vledge of the issues.con-
cerning public art.~It: helps
them compete on a national

criteria. : level with students from presti-
Emily Ward Roark has been work- gous institutions,” he saig.
ing with other students for more than

a year to help a UK.student get her
money back for a faulty computer.

The legal system can be mtimidat-
ing to anybody without a lawyer, said
Roark, holding up the computer case
file, which is 12 inches thick.

“That file is a killer to go
through,” Roark said.

Connelly said that lawvers who
had been students in the clinic
sometimes come back to assist on clin-
ic cases. She said she hopes this
means they have learned something
besides practical case experience.

*I think they learn a valuable les-
son that when both sides have an
equally prepared lawyer, the playing
field is leveled,” Connelly said.

Sculptures sprout
on UK’'s campus

As you walk through the
University of Kentucky cam-
pus, you cannot miss the fact
that spring is exploding
around you. Just as the flowers
are blooming, this year's Sculp-

— JENNY GRON, KENTUCKY KERNEL

Some Murray students:
receive mallcious: einall,

It was either a cryel-jolée or
an act with dangerous implica-
tions,

Either way, Murray State
University officials are taking
seriously a malicious e-mail
sent to about 40 of the school's
Richmond College students.

A criminal investigation for
harassing communication is
under way, Public Safety Inter-
im Director Mittie Southerland
said.

“We are going to do every-
thing in our power to ensure
students remain safe” Souther-
land said.

The e-mail writer was dis-
guised as ‘James Richmond”
the namesake of the residential
college. It slandered severa] res-
idents, using profanity and im-

ture on Campus exhibition has plying threats to express a deep
blossomed as well. resentment for the college. The
Advanced-level undergrad- return address on the e-mail did-

vate and graduate sculpture
majors are invited to submit
their proposals to Sculpture on
Campus, which is in its 13th
year. A committee then selects
five designs, said Jack Gron,
chairman of the art depart-
ment.

The sculptures are varied
in their themes. Kyle and Kelly
Phelps, fine arts graduate stu-

deﬂts, SClﬂpted Master; a piece
aufside tha Qbident Masi- . ™

1ot name the sender.
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By CHRIS TURNER
Staft Writer

Volunteers who help adults
learn how to read or get their
GED were honored at a
luncheon on Friday at the
Guardian Industries Plant
cafeteria.

Approximately 50 vol-
unteers, guests. and dig-
nitaries attended the
luncheon. which recognized
the volunteer tutors who
donate their time to the
Morehead State University
Adult Learning Center.

Dr. Cheryl King, deputy
secretary for the Cabinet for
Workforce Development, was
the guest speaker.

“I think Morehead has
maore tutors than anywhere
else in Kentucky,' King told
the audience, “I've never
heard of any program having
as many." .

Forty percent of
Kentuckians are reading at
the lowest two reading levels

' T ST B BT DR Tk B 1 i
UK law students provide free aid to poor

Associated Press

TUESDAY, APRIL 18, 2000—MOREHEAD, KENTUCKY

Literacy volunteers honored

and that Kentucky is the last
in the nation with the number
of working age adults with a
high school diploma, King
said.
She also praised Senate
Bill 1, which was up for a vote

before the Kentucky
Legislature on Friday.

King highlighted two key
issues of the bill: a $250
college tuition discount for
people who get their GED and
a tax credit for employers who
allow employees to spend a
portion of their work week
preparing for their GED.

The GED college tuition

discount would be in effect for
the first four semesters that
the person attends school.
. Bryon Davidson, general
manager of Guardian, told the
audience that it is important
for the corporate community
to help ensure the success of
organizations like the adult
learning center.

Carole Kdrwatka, volunteer
services coordinator, and
Jenny McKinney, learning
center coordinator, recognized
each volunteer with an award
packet.

The center was started in
1967 and currently has 30
volunteers.

Fifteen of these volunteers
are current oOr
teachers, two are retired

Morehead State University
professors, five are college
students and the remaining
volunteers are from the Emma

. community.

Volunteer tutors have
contributed approximately
1,500 hours to help adults in
improve
reading skills, earn a GED
diploma and learn English as

Rowan County

a second language. X
Bonnie Eaglin, chair of the

Rowan County/MSU ABEL

Advisory Council, introduced
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several cases in which somecne, usu-

ally a caretaker. is taking advantage -

LEXINGTON, Ky. — The Universi- of an elderly person. That leaves her
ty-of Kentucky's law school helps and her clients in a delicate position.

people who can't afford professional

legal advice.
More than a

dozen third-year law
students work at the University of

McGehee said the goal then is to

“get them as much help as you can
without taking away their care.”

The law- students get academic

Kentucky College of Law Legal Clin- credit for their work in the clinic,

ic. where they act as lawyers for peo-

ple who have few other choices.

which is directed by an associate pro-
lessor, Allison Connelly. She ap-

Stephanie McGehte is one of the proves every motion made, goes to

14 students who staff the clinic,

.court with the students and catches

working six to eight hours a week, them if they make a mistake.

The students can do evérything a real

lawyer can do — and their services
are free.

“They're in the same-position as a
lawyer, but in a sense I’m their whis-
pering counsel,” Connelly said.

-McGehee said she has handled The clinic currentiy has 42 clients,

mosi Oﬂﬂ'l;a_m elderly people.

a.retired state employee whose car
was repossessed after her last pay-
ment was lost and the bank refused .
to believe that she had paid it.

-compensation, but got nowhere. She
didn't.have money to hire a lawyer, h
and no one would take the case.

“
. wy
. -

-

One grateful client is Grace

1t took the better part of a month;

Cook complained and asked for

Cook finally tried the legal clinic,

Lexington. Herald-Leader
Wednesday, April 19, 2000

WHKU Joumallsm school wins award:
Western Kentucky University's School of
Journalism and Broadcasting won its first overall
intercollegiate title in the William Randolph
Hearst Foundation’s journalism awards program.
qutern_ finished with 673 points, followed by the
University of Florida with 666. The University of
Missouri was third with 650 points. Jo-Ann .
Albers, director of the school of journalism and .
broadcasting, and Western seniors Matt
Batcheldor of Bardstown and Aimee Reed of
Columbia will travel to San Francisco on May 19
for Hearst finals and awards presentations.
Batcheldor is a finalist for national writing hon-
ors while Reed is a finalist for national radio

broadcasting honors,

each speaker and acted as
master of ceremonies for the

luncheon. '

Volunteer tutors who were
recognized: Anne Beane, Pat
Boodry, Grace Cassity, Billie
Jean Clayton; Carolyn
Copgswell, Kelly Dixon, Sr.
Marylyn Ehrman, Jill Gaines.
Tamalyn Glasser, Robert

former Gould, Wilma Grote, Susie

Halbleib, Judy Hendrix,

Katherine Herzog, Dawn
Hood, Mary Ingles, Hac Liu.
Nell Mahaney, Allan Perkins.
Perkins, Bill Riley, Lou
Royse, Nancy Sartor, Ann
Scott, Joy Stanley, Wayne
Stinson, Betty Thompson.
Kathy Viton, Lance Williams
and Orlena Wylie.

Sponsors of the luncheor
include: St. Claire Medica:
Center, Coffeetree Books.
Kentucky Folk Art Center
MSU Bookstore and MSU
Greenhouse.

~r

“which evepiually got her $3,000 for
Cook."he damage. . “

Cook said it was a tremendous re-

lief to find:someone who would take
her serioualy:

EIRLE P

. "1 found someone to stand up for
. “T just woke up one morning and M¢ and follow through on it,” she
my car was gone.” she-said. ald. .

Though most clients aren’t UK stu-
to get her car. a 1994 Toyota Corollu, idents. students are eligible to use the
returned, and ashtrays, money and
other parts were missing or dam-
aged. ;

clinic's services. if their cases meet
the criteria. Emiily Ward Roark has
been working for more than a year to
help a UK student get her money
back for a faulty computer. -

Connelly said-that lawyers who
1ad been students in the clinic some-
times come back to help.

\
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WKU journalists

Western has placed in the
top 10 for the last five years.

By CHRIS POYNTER
The Courter-Journal

For the first time, a Kentucky

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2600

win national award

Until last year. Western had
separate departments for jour-

nalism and broadcasting. The
two merged, and ground will be

“This a credit to our teachers proken this year for a}xln
our students,” Jo-Ann §18.5 million building for the
Albers, director of the school, journalism school.

university has won the national
title in the Hearst Foundation’s
journalism award program.

Western Kentucky Universi-
ty's Schoal of Journalism and
Broadcasting won the honor.
based on students’ work in
writing, photography and
broadcasting.

WKU topped more than 100
accredited journalism schools
in the 40th annual competition,
sponsored by the Hearst Foun-
dation in San Francisco. The
University of Florida was sec-
ond, and the University of Mis-
souri was third.

The Daily Independent. Ashiand, Kentucky,

said yesterday. “We've always
known our students are Super,
and this proves it.”

The Hearst Foundation was
founded in 1945 by publisher

Rando

competition began in 1960.

In addition to the top award,
individual honors are
each division. Western has won
the photography division of the
Hearst awards for 11 consecu-
tive years and has consistently
placed in the top 10 in newspa-
per writing,.

hilanthropist William
th Hearst. Its college

iven in

Tuesday, April 18, 2000

Two Western S
won national honors as part of
the Hearst comp
toSanF aanc;sc(ci)

i and awar
fmha/g.tt Batcheldor of Bards-
town is a finalis
writing honors,
Reed of Columbis
in radio broadcasting.
Albers will be
day at WKU as \

Forum’s national journalism ad-

ministrator of the year. The

Freedom Forum is dedicated to

1 free press and

tudents who
etition will go
May 19 forthe
presentation.

t for nati_onal

and Aimee

ia is a finalist

honored Fri-
the Freedom

free speech.

Firefighters  in area reacti to measure

Training, certification
both controlled by KCTCS

By Tom Lewis
OF THE DALY INDEPENDENT

_ASHLAND — A new law that will
give Kentucky's firefighter certifica-
tion duties to the state community and
technical college system drew a re-
strained reaction from members of
some area fire departments Monday.

House Bill 631 — unanimously ap-
proved by the General
Assembly and signed
by Gov. Paul Patton on
March 31 — will trans-
fer the Kentucky Fire

Comrnission from state Anything
government to the that’s
Kentucky Community .
and Technical College gotng to
Syimm in July. It improve
] a result, ] -

KCTCS, which: pra. Lhe Situc
vides training and ed- tion, we -
ucation to firefighters, @re for..
and the Fire Commis-
sion, which ensures '
the quality of fire-
fighter training pro-
grams, will be joined.

The move will im- — Ashland
prove firefighter Fire Chief
training by combining Mark Osbome

the resources of the

two entities, making more funding
available for firefighter training, pro-
ponents said.

That came as good news to Duane
Suttles, fire/rescue training coordina-
tor assigned to Rowan Technical Col-
lege.

“Right now we’re about as poor as
you can get,” Suttles said.

He said much of the training that
departments request has to be turned
down because of a lack of funds and
equipment. :

He said the mobile training fleets
used by state instructors are housed in

three' depots. The closest one to his
service area is in Hazard, and it serves
40 counties.

Extra funding could be used to buy
chrie mobile training eguipment, he
said.

Members of some area fire depart-
ments contacted Monday said they
knew little about the bill or did not
haxe a strong opinion about it.

I really haven’t dug into it just yet,”
MQEehead Fire Chief Dale Adkins
said.

Billy Selvage, Raceland Fire De- -

partment chief and president of the
Greenup County Firefighters Associa-
tion, questione the claims of greater
funding. He said most mergers are de-
signed to cut costs.

Selvage also wondered why certifi-
cation responsibilities were being giv-
en to KCTCS, rather than giving
training duties to the Fire Commis-

sion.

_ “As far as I'm concerned, if

it's got to do with fire protec-

\tion, it ought to be kept to-
gether,” he said.

But Ashland Fire Chief
Mark Qsborne said as long as
the educational and training
standards are maintained or
improved, it doesn’t matter
which agency oversees train-
ing and certification.

“Anything that’s going to
improve the situation, we are
for,” Osborne said.

Suttles said he would have
preferred to see training put
under- the -Fire Commijssion’s
authority. But he was glad to
see training and certification
put under one agency.

Firefighter training pro-
'grams -are ‘curvently based at
14 KCTCS institutions, in-
cluding Rowan Technical Col- -
lege, Ashland Technical Col-
iege and Mayo Technical Col-
ege. .- L

- The Fire Commission re-
quires .new volunteer fire-
fighters+to receive 150 hours
of approved training to be cer-

tified and 20 hours of training
each year on an ongoing basis.
New career firefighters must
go through 450 hours of train-
ing to be ‘certified and 100
hours of elective training an-
nuailly. 777 7

State Fire Commission
Chairman Gerald Stewart
said volunteer firefighters are
currently- guaranteed only 20
hours of training each year
because of a lack of funding.
This summer's merger will
make funding available to in-
crease that training, he said.

In the past, firefighters did
not receive college credit for
their training. As part of the
merger, KCTCS will award
college credit for appropriate
courses and will develop a re-

_lated - associate degree pro-

gram.

The State Fire/Rescue
Training Program has served
Kentucky firefighters for
more than 20 years. In 1998-
99, KCTCS trained 60,061
people from 1,091 agencies.
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(General Assembly managed to score some suiccesses

r|-1 he 2000 General Assem-
bly responded to some of
Kentucky’s urgent prob-
lems with productive, even pro-
gressive, legislation. So, why, a
week after adjournment, does
this session still leave a bad
taste in the mouth?

One reason,is that lawmak-
ers could have done so much
more than they did. Far in-
stance, instead of simply raising

r e i taxes on lolrllg-dis-

T tance telephone
UIER orvice to balance
what is a fairly commendable
budget, they could have enacted

_ tax reform that would have .
helped the state and lightened
the nation’s highest'ix burden
on working poof. fAr

‘The bad taste also _
because 50; :.'ﬂaln}gr B
spent so much’ Umemplomng
the basest human emotions. The
session was dominated by ap-
palling displays of religious big-
ofry. Aspersmns were cast on
ethnic minorities. It was, well,
embarrassing to the max.

Then there was partisanship.
Boy, was there partisanship. The
public’s. mﬁlreﬁﬁtg(l)'xﬂ%r was sec-
ondary to t iut'um,, .
control of the state Senate and to

. House Democrats’ fear of casting
a tough vote for naught if the o
Senate wculdn't £0 a‘long"~ I

x]f‘ur\t bl f‘%

Educatlon
The best newsis that educa-
tion continues to be a priority.
" Postsecondary education re-
ceived a second successive big
boost in funding. Early-child-

hood development and adult ed-
ucauonwﬂlget ome lo g Qyer-
'-‘#QB_«. : e
t??‘..l! ’ .“i 1A s "..‘1}
barined 10 Ye4iS g

porary reprieve. when mak- .
ersclmredﬂlewa]rfor‘.:_- .

tood up for fannm's,,Pthp

bill Friday. An ambitious
teacher-quality initiative was cut
and slashed within an inch of its
life. And legislative friends of a
few state universities managed
to give their favored institutions

.more money than the Council on

Postsecondary Education had.
recommended. That not only .-
leaves underfinanced universi-
ties playing catch-up with their
rich brethren, it also undermines
the authority of the council and
casts doubt on the ultimate suc-
cess of highet education reform.

Environment

Patton’s regulations for fac-
tory farms survived an attack
by the Kentucky Farm Bureau ~
‘and Agriculture Commlssmner
Billy Ray Smith, ...

; But Kentucky's Iandsmpe K
got no protechon from httenng
and dumping; bottlers and re-
tailers killed the bottle bill and
mandatory garbage collection.
Efforts to control urban sprawl
died. And the coal industry re-
mained free to slnp-xmne over
property owners’ objections.

Tobacco settlement

“The sausage-malnng ma-
chine went into overdrive on the
tobacco settlement. Some of the
wranglmg was dlstasteful But,
in the end, a promising plan .4
emerged for balancmg statemde

and local interests in demdmg
how -to restructure agriculture.

" Philip Morris carried a big
(cancer) stick. A measure to pro-
tect growers in contract tobacco
production was heavily diluted.
Lawmakers feared that if they

smoking habt"' Hptxt;so g,
but not enoug hymongx Fanto tﬁg&

| “$fréngthen semdea

Patton’s proposed spendlng on
smoking prevention, but $10.5
million over two years falls
short of what is needed.

Health care R

Lawmakers and Patton gave
health insurers a oonvauent
spot to dump lung-cancer. vic-
tims and other sick Kentuck-

 ians, The high-risk'pool:comes R
at an initial cost of $39 mﬂlxon a
from the tobaccd m%t' 1A

' Lawmakers wﬁéﬁﬁ&“‘t‘mﬂ

+ solve their constitueénts’ prob- .

lems with health i msuranoe o
should think again. "’

On the positive szde, thieas-
ures Were appro ‘g.;;t,hﬁ;qwﬂl

-a way to appeal HMO¥gr smné‘:'
ShortOfgomg 10160 h"'q':l G 4

', cTal 7y

tally retardedand

Reproductive rlghtsa -’i’

Reproductive chou; survwed
without further lnfnngement for
the first time in recent sessions.
But lawmakers killed a hill that
would have required-that contra-
ceptives be included in prescrip-

tion drug insurance benefits, - -

. e id J‘.;E MHope
Economy ' ?ﬁm

Lawmakers mod&‘ﬁfzed the !
_ state’s economic de t, M’
| strategywith a pddl that'
courages creation of lngh tech
. Jobs and partnershipg betw
universities and busitiess;
But an untimely death met a
reasonable bill that would have
required a living wage'and de-
cent benefits from compama
- that receive state.ingentives a;;d
that would have'
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I.awmakes's ham? to !
make a good law o |
comparative religion classes in |
schools. They opted instead for |
an unconstitutional measure urg-
posting ‘of the Ten Command-
ments in public buildings and ré-
iring a monument to the Deca-

logue on the Capitol grounds.
..Making matters worse, they
overrode Patton’s veto of a bill
a{emptmg churches and reli-
. gious institutions from civil
rights Jaw. That leaves a terri-
ble taste for anyone who cher- .
ishes religious freedonu
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School nepotism bill among three vetoed

Legislators say
they don’t mind,
Patton’ s|de01510n ‘

By AL CROSS
C-J Political Writer :

FRANKFORT, Ky — 'Gov.
Paul Patton .vetoed three bills
yesterday, including one ‘that
would have greatly reiaxed an
antl-neﬁotlsm pro\ns:on of the
state school-reform law. . %5

Senate Bill 287 would have
allowed principals to hire their
spouses in districts that have._.
only one high school and one
middle school.. Other vetoed
bills would hav weakened the,
executive branch’s. itjle-
power and woufd havetgiven

tax_credits. to".gmall} ormg- ’
tion-technology com K
The legislature cangot over-
ride the vetoes bécause itihils
adjourned, but authots of the
nep otism el
the mostb“i"fentfon,d ey
did not object'to ltsﬂeatb.
bills were = among_i&Ve

passed last week, on the next
to-last day of the - legislative
session, one normally | reserved
for overriding vetoes. ..

In his veto message on the
nepotism -bill, Patton echoed-
critics: who_had seid"it"would.|
greatly undermie a key eles
ment of - the ;1990 " Kentucky"
Education Reform Act and the_
1989 state “Siipreme Court deej&;
sion that ledto KERAL - #*1

Patton noted that the deck: :
sion held that the state constl-
tution envisions schools operats;
ed““without waste; duplication,’
mismanagement of political in<’
f]uentga » alnd thatart RA w%i

assed in large part’'to meet
those goals. I-Eut the bill, he
said, “compromises thig im or-;
tant purpose and violates both

the spirit and meaning of KERA.” -
Rep. John Will Stacy, whose
broadening of the bill had rompted
the criticism: of tt, said he didn’t
‘agree with!"Patton’s assertion but
wasn't upset about the veto,
-Stacy, D-West Liberty, sald t the bill

. had oaused such contl'ove '

Ten the ; ext'a M
ism laws as ey ist,, and ¥
Want'to do that” 1 A& ' ﬁbj
~a:Stacy said ‘he g erally suft fiports -
the anti-nepotism, ruies in KERA but

was trying to help two constituents
“who were trying to hire- their
spouses because they had partrcular
fualifications they needed. I wasn't.
_trymg to do anything to KERA.” 28

" THE REFORM ACT bans pl’mCl- ‘
pals from hiring their spouses uniess™
they were“enjployed -in_the school ;
when KERA was.passed,and/only it}
the school’is in a district with only
one high school, middle schqol-and;
elementary. school: Fifty-three dis-;
tricts withi 134 schools meet those criz;
teria, the state Departm Jlt of Educn-j
tion said Y

Inits orlginal orm, as introduced
by Senate: President Davia Willinis
and" passed by theSerate, $B" 287
would have erased the grandfather
clause. Supporters of the bill said it
would keep teachars Whodté maftied”

E: incipals from havmg to find
wor in another district, -
ot the- House, ona voice
l voté“‘ ta fake the exception arply to..
districts with moré'than one elemen-

schgol.‘.g:? only ‘0ne:;middle
! ?erh?ool.\en‘d%é htgt? sthiool” That:
o 7. .

5.§pom school-reform .

‘f"“

A Excellence,

- Committee for
. who said'¥: rday.that it “had-great
i potentml 0T W éakemng puhhcoonﬁ- :
| "dence in the sehools. 45

s -Sexton; s s ssage to

the public ' was:* u'wﬂl be paying
more for- public schools, but the
WIIFdo their very best to hire :

the best J.\le and educste “kids -
I well " He said the biil "sent the op-
‘W 'message; It said hiring the est

le isn't.t emost im tth
ven. if_that-doesn't ﬁw p%g nny

-E ', ces. the perceptlon is very_,nega- ;

e was- unclesr, beegu,se
erent ways to defing sé'hools
' ‘Under the edutation” de gartment'
definitions, the: bill would have ap-
plied to 72 districts with 248 schools,
but if alternative sqhools and those
" with iniisaal grade .configurations,
were not c0unted it could have ap-
plied to schools in; 13 of the state’s
" 176 districts. REL”
Wiltiams, R-Burkeswlle sald he
told Cabinet Sg
: last week t "R would have.no
Pa o v oed the blll be-

werbroad >

Grit Luallen '

1 wasri’t 8§ . oveto 1t, but if
W&W&%&nﬂ W

Hunt Helm, associate ‘ediication
commissioner for commugications,
s2id the veto pleased state: eﬂuoanon
officials. . e

*The nee&for these Provisi
weil-documetited hefore: !;'

, said. “They are anﬁpo g
"'nent of the refornt.

best interest of children ' 2 g,x“ :
“PATTON ALSO S BEN
which had passed withouts
ingvote. He'said it attem
agencies from imposing

v

 Keeép
eg fof Vo~

lation of emergency reguletmns and

h'I'he oﬂv{f pul vet'
802, was. des: e& Q%
?dwedugusmesses fo .'1 &
ta& el n v 1 iy - . ]
ﬁ!p ?.2 ?,'fﬂg“ﬂ'e curren tbrflesh-
0ld o Mm
ees 135 percen ex?a me&agpgxd!?
average pay, about $35 000
Another ; provision, W

n
Patton’s_objection, would'. have. al
lowed companies to transféf ;rtax_.
credits to their investors, lend
landlords, Patton said that would. cut
state revenue, but the bill’s main ad-
vocate, Lexmgton lawyer Bill:Lear,
said Patton’s analysis. erroneously
presumed ' that - Internet _stdrt-ups
would have no other posltwe -eoo-
nomic impaet, -

—atton ”“,méé!!;r b,

low-mterest loans,. An.incentive xhat
he ;l%;r{l is’ '?.égfemblfqt, e
. cre e-yetoed.:,, 4

Patton );180 etoed’I %u:;gjmn
Resolution 122, wluch directed the
state to take resronsrblhty for. Fox
Hollow Road in Clay County. He said
the .measure “sets an inappropriate
precedent” ‘because a process for
adding roads to the state system al-
ready exists,

The resolution was sponsored by
Rep. Barbara Coiter, R-Manchester,
who said the road is heavrly used by
-employees of a federal prisom. -




Local leaders Ne

e e

By Syivia L Lovely - -
he opening days of thIS ymr
fourid our newspapers full of lists.

We had the top 100 media stories, .

the 100 best books, the 100 most re-
spected movies, and rankings in nurmer-
ous other categories as the experts
(some real, some perceived) told us what
we should and should not care about.

One of the more interesting of these
exercises listed the top
100 leaders of the 20th
century. The requisite
criteria in this case
{the compilers’ at-
temptata preemptlve
strike against criti-
cism, perhaps) noted
that only leaders with ]
accomplishments of a LG
statewide nature had Lovaly
been considered.

This could lead us to one of two as-
sumptions: Local leaders just don't mea-
sure up to their statewide counterparts,
or we have an embarrassmient of riches
in that the number of notable local lead-
érs is so vast that it is unpoélble to sin-
gle out any individual, | ;o

Several weeks later, the newspaper
brought another form of communica-
tion: an editorial reacting to a vote-buy-
ing scandal in Eastern Kentucky and
the connections made by the United Na-
tions between bad government and per-
sistent poverty. The editorial included
these assertions: :
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April 7 Herald-Leader editorial “Commoni
‘Ky the world” "‘_ .

+ %, Clearly, it is becoming mare difficult
to find Kentuckians willing 10 serve —
"' as most do in local government — for .

‘prablem; bad govemment fosters poverty | In

* weight. It is becoming their charge to

little or no pay and very little, g:ﬁmtude
from others. Managing conﬂlct, in fact,

servatlons li ed onl to some areas of
aep Y is becoming the skill du jour for many

the state. But what is difficult for editor-

ial writers to address — indeed, what is . local officials because of the lack of cont-
difficult for most of uS to recognize — - Sensus on important issues, © . -
is the changing nature of communities ... And those who hold positions of in-
. and their governments. fitience in communities consistently fail
Ml : The political boundaries of states 10 See the connection between their .
and nations are beginning to blur as lo-  arm's-length attitude toward govern-

_ment service and the quality of the gov-
. emnment that draws their complaints.
“*around the dinner table every night.
“You'll never catch me running for

office,” one business leader noted recent-
ly in a room crowded with her col-
leagues. These folks had just com-
plained about inept government leaders,
but the irony of her response to my in-
quiry escaped them. Even their chagrin

. cal'communities thrive and grow ac-

" cording to their own patterns. This is
bringing some long-dwerved attention
to local leaders, but it is also bringing
them new mpons1b1ht1$ of incredible

create and sustain quality; livable com-
munities for citizens,

And those demanding citizens, after
all, are still the foundation of the entire

governmental process, whether or not at being reminded of it failed to produce
they choose to participate. .- .- any takers on the public service offer.
“There is no doubt that Kentucky’s _~  Thus, I return to the newspaper lists.
" problems are rootedin'many ills, with : “and editorial comments. The great lead-
corrupt local governments pa'haps ers of modern and earlier times do, in-

among them. But it isn't that simple. ™ deed, warrant a tribute. But to para-

Government at any. level doesn't rise . - Phl‘&se a common saying: To vyhom "
like some monster from the earth to de- ~ much credit is given, much responsibili-
vour the good and promote the evil. . ; .ty should be proportionately distributed.
Government is made good orbad ©~ "~ As we pay homage and Iook with
through the involvement of citizens. hopeful eyes to the state and fedetal
Many will argue that citizens have ~ governments, perhaps is it to our - detri-

been shut out of government in this -ment. If we bestow recognitign enly on

M “Local govemments ‘must play a  state, but I find that argument puzzling. leaders at those levels, how. can we then
crucial role in poverty reduction.” Studies by the Long-Term Policy Re- expect — demand — miracles
- M In “some of Kentucky’s poor search Center tell us that Kentuckians ~ those who serve locally? It is, after all. a-
pladcrs," Io?l }:Jfﬁaalﬁ t;gl’s;)eﬁftm hz:w::d a are actwe volunteers. Still, I sense that  virtual miracle that anyone serves at all
tradition of shortsig| -interest citizens are becoming active in. v2 dom
and even corrupt leadership.? T i3 53" *T{Mays. ﬁla'.' l@l ardtioas than gettlng ‘L} & 'rISyIu?anL “Lovely &’m as'q
There undoubtedly was truth in the .. involved in gova'nmmt and that per- . -~ executive director and chief executive of
editorial, which pomted out that its ob- > gonal gmtlﬁcatmu, Father than societal ficer of the Kenhwky Leagug of Cities.
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at Prestonsburg coll

' tousbutg Commurﬁfy

staged a mock tak

tion build

Some student spectators ex-
pressed reservations about the
event,. saying it:could be con-
aldered offensive. Participants, sch

,Couége ; |
egver
day of the college § adin nistra-

w“?;ler. .5ald that,it was help-
w-anfdrcement trainm

ST ‘Pﬁ‘.“""

“,&u 3 h‘?‘i‘fr‘,k '

I, pa gipant.: < a a cl on't thlnk thls m
‘_n_ there » _Sommbme coufd good time to.do. it out of-Fe
At “iapect fgr the students that gof‘

--.,. led,’; he sazd .

esters-. :
. t student “who~ seived @S’
uh  shots echoed
ublic information officer
¢ halls, and women - g Prestonsburgqevent s:&?‘é"

ake
--thmugh
w:th mock injuries were heard,

“glp.” SWAT t e students and faculty had.
enteredt e bulldmgs:‘angat%: expressed - reservations about
school & tors. “injured" meevent, . «. ihiasn b Na
or. “lfiléd""ere takeén out. by' vp-But_Yates said the law-en:.

g stretchertnan ambulanoe._-..f A

%r;dWas 19 q.is;gsectﬁxl to l'.he

s!t

ir ugh mock ‘situa 'gl‘nys Wi ;
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\ new leader for a new time

UK needs a president who, can spur its transformation

HE RECENT death of
Herman B Wells, who
lifted Indiana Univer-

sity into-the front

rank of public higher educa-
tion, suggests just how deci-
sive one person can be in the
life of an institution.

Those who remember the
relatively short but certainly
dynamic tenure of John Os-
wald as Fresident at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky recail how
he shook things up there, The
place was better for it, al-
though some cursed the day
he arrived from the-University
of California, whose own
emergence as the great mega-
versity was overseen by an-

. other educa-
tional giant,
Clark Kerr.

Certainly,
the Oswald
‘era was
more excit-
ing than the
extended
quiet of the
years in
which Otis

HAWPE

lived at
Maxwell Place, the UK presi-
dent’s residence. _

The current occupant,
Charles Wethington, will leave
behind a campus much
changed by his etforts: enliv-
ened with a more able student
body, refocused on a splendid
new library and seated on &
better financial base.

A search committee meets
for the first time on Tuesday
to begin looking for Wething-
ton’s SUCCEssor, N

Here are some thoughts for
its members to keep in mind:

8 The university has a new
athletic director. No need to
hire another one. _

W There's also no need to
approach anybody hat-in-
hand. This is grgreat job you

have to offer. The place is in
pretty good shape. The next
president will get help from a

supportive governor whose
signature issue is higher edu-

* cation. There’s money in the

budget for real quality, and
more is coming.

8 The state system, in
which UK is the flagship, fi-
nally has been rationalized.
It’s run by one sharp operator,

Like most successful presi-
dents, he’s also something of a
salesman. He has a good story
to tell, even though he's had

little énough help ffom the
Virginia governor's office. He
goes out and tells it

8 UK also needs someone

who is tough enough to trans-

Gordon Davies, who survived
his first encounter with.a Gen-
eral Assembly in which every
other member is on some uni-
;.'ersity's payroll. He'll help,
00,

8 Choose somebody who is
open to seeing the Lexington
campus in a new way. Some-
body capable of believing that
medioére isn’t the best UK can
do. Somebody with the per-
sonal energy and political fi-
nesse that are needed to lift
everyone's aspirations and
push for something better,

# Look for an academic en-
trepreneur who understands
the demands: of the emerging
information-based ecanomy.

. And who knows how to raise

et

money.

B Select a team-builder,
While the president is out
there selling the institution, a
leadership team has to run the
place — well. These days, a
gresident has to operate as a
‘CEQ. And raise money,

# Hire somebody who un-

« derstands that most universi-

ties, and certainly UK, can
achieve greatness in a limited
number of areas. A campus

leader must know how to tar- *

get. And raise money. .
Take John T. Casteen III,
resident of the University. of
inia..He is a formidable
fundraiser and a focused
administrator. Even at an aca-
demi¢ powerhouse like UVA,
he has targeted.a few areas in
which the institution should
not be satisifed with itself,
such as science and technolo-
gy, performing arts and ser-
vice to the state. He is deter-
mined to focus resources on

those challenges.

form a place and who is will-
ing to be disliked as a result.
Someone like Stephen Joel
Trachtenburg. at George
Washington University. He's
an entrepreneur, willing to try
remaking a workaday institu-
tion into something really spe-
cial in some of its programs. -

To do that, a president must
be willing to take risks, even
risk being disiiked, as both

Having seen the full Board
of Trustees humiliate itself
with secret machinations over
extending Wethington’s con-
tract, the search committee
should opt for maximum ex-
posure. '

A series of forums on the
UK presidency; held in differ-
ent parts of the state, would be
a good beginning. Critics love
to complain, ‘"They never
asked my opinion.” So ask.

. Nothing in the open meet-
ings statutes requires closing

the selection process from
public view. Why do it?” -
Chairman JoEtta Wickliffe
should insist on public partici-
pation. She should insist that
the committee look at a di-

, verse group of candidates. She
Lﬁ}f&"gﬂ;‘;@?ﬁd Effé?{;;;ﬁ should tell the committee that
Wethington is in-some parts of its decision will reach far be-
his university, which suggests ond the politics and personal-
he has done more than just oc- ities of the moment. |
cupy Maxwell Place.) _ One person chglt be fateful
Virginia Tech President in 8 university's history.

Charles Steeger predicted in
his acceptance speech to the
board that a great shakeout
will leave the nation with oniy
50 or 60 top research institu-
tions. VPI is not now among
them, he told the board, but it
will be

It's that kind of tough, hon-
est self-assessment that the
great William Friday used in
deciding how to nudge even
‘higher in the public universitz
rankings the already-super
University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill campus. And how
to make the state’s system
evenbetter . i )
., The commuttee needs to
find somebody who will be
equally honest about UK's
S and weaKnesses,

W Be honest and open with
the public. No more closing
the dodr on the citizens who
Baivsthe biils. Well, some of the

ills, -
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So can one decision. '

David- Hawpe's column
appears Sundays and Wednes-
days in The Forum. You can
read his columns at
www.courier-jourrial.com.
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By Arlens Layinson .
ASSOCIATED PRESS | fan: steity o o
NEW YORK:— In her climb
up the!atadettiie” ladder, Laura
Tanenbaii *tlicties * freshman
writing at-New “York University
while working on her doctorate. It
pays $11,500" for ‘a -nine-month
stint, a pittance 'm high-priced New
York, the 25-year-old complains.
What graduate teaching and re-
search assistants need'is the right
to bargain- collectively for better
pay and bénefits] Tanenbaum and
some of her colleaguessay, .. .-

aals I QoW smw 3 em- -
o fec g ook
means"s w duate’ .

d a ,res;;aﬁch assi;:atgts
at thé uniyersity will vote whether
hnﬁ%u k“;én't_ed by

the United: Ao Wee

teaching

R

Moo sveelin a mhove NYU of- wﬁﬂs&mv 25

.m:.ﬂym ﬁﬁé‘f% &
- A "yes" vote could make NYU

ad assistants may. go uinion,

" the first private Ameérican univer-

sity subject to collective bargain-
-irig with graduate :assistants.
“"About two dozen public universi-
ties already are.

“What we're looking for is
recognition from the university
that we're adults who provide a
service,” Tanenbaum said.

NYU  officials argue that

teaching and research duties come
with students’ financial aid pack-

ages, so they’re not workers enti-
-1 .tO__& umon..:_e,w

il pihcouse
~ " “It will be imipassible, or, yirtu-
ally impo&sible; to ééparate tgm-‘

* "Union organizers deny tf:}l ﬂi 4

ALY a5

issues,” said Robert Berne, NYU
vice president for academic devel- |
opment, -

" “We are not looking for and we
do not believe we could legally-ob- -

- tain any say in curriculum,” said

Patrick McCreery, 33, £n NYU+doc-
toral candidate in Arflerican Stidies.
The-National Labor Relations
Board will supervise balloting set
for Tuesday through Thursdg .
: Last week, NYU appealéd'to
the NLRB to stop the electiofl,

or’

pounded. until the case mﬂ!ﬁﬂeﬂ.

impodsi Any outeime el be BTl
ucational jssues from employment in federal courts, .. Xt



U of L' wants to be stronger?
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The now Baxter, Blomau"i&l Research Bulld
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By HOLLY CORYELL
The Courier-Joumal

Come 2008 the University of
Louisville is going to be leaner,
more focused and more ehte
with fewer students and fewer
departments,” - .

t will be aligned with the
community’s needs, providin,

. entrepreneurial training an
top-flight medical research to
fuel the local economvf;

That’s the vision o President
John Shumaker, who 43in the
midst of his 11-year *Cliallenge
for Excellence? ,plan.;to. raise
U of L to top status as a met-
ropohtan research university.
He pl ans to announce this

evening the progressso far,

“We're domg a lot of things
pretty weil, and we shioiild be |
doing fewer things very well,”
Shumaker said in an interview
last week. “We have too many-
programs and too many stu-
dents for the resources we've

t ”
£ The school had 20,793 stu-
dents last fall. Admission stan-
dards are being raised to trim
enroliment by about 350. Shu-
maker also wants to attract
more doctoral candidates and
admit better-qualified freshmen
who will stay and graduate. -

Some -departments -may be
ehmmacalted dthe y're not atltl'mct-
ing and graduating enough stu-
dents, said Shum ngker, 0 de-

clined to be specific. But faculty

the Collega’ of:Arts .and: Sciences
seem to fear thﬁ ax th;arréostal;:causte
many of the college’s 23 departments
aren't listed H: ghumpker's "Chal-
lenge for Eicellence.'

t'I%t's a really tough. decismn, but
we're already seeing-more institu-
tions that have decided to disband
departments because of economics,”
said Larry Guldstein of the Natlonal

Association of College and Universi

Bumn tt?i?s mﬂﬂpl&scn%%i;'lls?

naker'- e :
listed his plan aren'tmacessanly_

cludedn ] niver-:
g:y that's “&(}ﬂ o
lected areas tha

CENTRAL 10 mh PLAN, is th
recentl{
Campaign,* which *has* Falé
million — far above the ol nal goal
of $120 million set in 1895. The mon-

% Inel udes $33 milllon’, luhstate
ucks for Brains™ fna
to create’ mil![on-dollurjpndnvu’fd {ac-

ul .

%lth that Inftux of mone the ‘tnle
versity has-more.than doubled {ts en-
dowment to:$413.7. million; created.
34 new endowed .faculty positions;
built a .medjcal. research. building,
dormitoriés . and . other.. {acilities;
brought top medical. researchers to

- campus; and ,mcreased fhe number of’

scholarships.. A L

“ Muchd: fhe money ft@n the cam.-
paign. has gone 10-two-atéas: entre-
preneurship atid 'miedical tésearch. Of
the school’s 39 endowed faculty posi-
tions,.34 are in medicat fields and six
are in entrepréneurship: - . ..

These areas fit. Shumaqu 5 strate-,
gy to focus. on ‘"specific academic
lgmms that are 50 strong that they

put the . University -of Loulsv:lle
on the map. =
They're also connected to the local
economy, taking advantage of Louis-
ville’s research hospitals and what
the univérsity contends are the city’s
favorable conditions for starting new
businesses, That has won Shumaker
kudos from Loulsville 8. buslneas-
comm el
Mike Bosc of Gréater l’.oulsvﬂle
Inc,, the chamber of’ commerce. sald
?huimaker “Isona roll“and we're glg.
Ol' Y- LI
ngum e Ehtrdbaseohly hip s o
ver that's gri ping the commun
hich he, an uted.to thte U of L en-
trepreneurship program. The ‘pro-
gram includes a small-business incu-

* bator and'a venture fund for students

who want to start businesses, |

“As U qf L makes waves and con-
tinues to get recognition:as a univer-
sity on the move, that makes it easier
to attract people to e, Bosc
ald. } - 4.- N
Universitles natlonwide are takin
the same approach, wiﬁnldatem, i

the College-and: Uniyeraity-Business
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“If you think:about awbers vthe
money is; in-a.lot of:instances in
higher education you set your agenda

based on. where you ca ess-
ful and -also whera
port,” ‘sald - Goldsteid; for—

,merly U-of L's treasurer and -vice
president for finance. *, .cIt doesn’t
-mean.you ignore the othér-areas; but
it means you don't approachthem in
:the same way.": SO Bl iy

U of Ld artmentsihatmn,t on:
Shurmnaker's list.will probibly:have to
do their own fund-raismg; ldstein

said. . - u!, L 1.“.‘ '\C.ﬂmﬁ{, )

Response: from -fa bers.

:‘

h peL
whethergaeir: Tt
bﬁﬂﬂm \}Ir'd-'yu !u‘;?_f L Y
, eexl% estl 3:hns

b one ﬂta best expeuem:es that
- we've had In m en ro- al.'nic cae,
|l'8£f,’,'-§l d.Dr:

or

40-member rueaféh team
to U of L two

el

délphla;‘'where she l're
tute for Cellular Thera: auﬂel
o~ Auegheny had, fib Mter 11
ban recriilted
Ildstad un er a state-funded program
designed to use endowed _factdly po--
sitions to lure top researchép

Iidstad, a surgeon-kno .”f’o"r.her

_ jn.bqne-mg ow:irangplants,

sald donatlohs {o'tHg yni fNave,

allowed her to expand’ ihto’
diabetes and glckle call d '

SOME “FACULTY"

; mmmnmg

\“Faculty mora et ‘f'
Arts andt%c:ences I’ a8 loWsad it
ever heen,” ‘said- history agsbe

Justin McCarthy. *“Most.faculty be..
lieve -that (Shumaker's..piad).; has -
nothing to"do: with them and-their
teaching, and research won't particu-
larly benefit.” ... .- .
But English Professor. "l‘homas
Byers, also in arts and sciences, is
pleased with Shumaker's attention to
the humanities. . "My - moraio is-as -
gh as it has ever heen in 20,years,

mnm.m frtgts
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Humamties and:So¢ terdis- a 19991' omb s -Amet] _.
Qm-]: fmary program-created in 199710' clation Uﬂ"’ﬁ‘i p:Profuos !‘-"mﬂ
stimulate research and organize pub-  Study did rlot ifieluddm f{
hc rograms, such as lectures, fllms- e will be glad odcc tany M.
festwa[s Itspart of Shumaker’s __crease fn sala Q ut itW -
mﬁm vz e - | 1HKE Conibiderd [{ :‘_ oA AT
ysics apaxtment ‘Chairman Jo- _competitive.-:’ AIQ MECHIHY tie I
seph Chalm .rnls’ed .Shumaker’s . professor;,... o3t }.éh. 3
fugd-:aisi ity mg, high= | ~honyaz: es. %1 -ol
profile* facuity HES Brasight to .the. \ tof s&nfor’m_: optgalng stident
medical school, Buthosald te's-cons imment_officer; faid” some. stus
cemed ahout Ki€department, which ents in the College of Arts and Sci-
is. in.artsand? hhd haa lost ences feel: loft ‘out- qf ‘Shumaker’s
twa profeasors in tie+h fam: But-sven though Ehe's Mmajoring
reduciny mmpm nk| ggmons ;i In-political.selénce-an communica.
“was shifted"to tha" né? %epart- tion; she sald she recognizes the uni-
ment, which needed .more teachers versi sneed focus h medicat re-.
g:r éts lng:okclliucto course,” ke ‘said, seﬁrl"::ventu iPﬂ Sat: lb:
p(:!su?oe:nmu 1,2"' orwhezﬁ_ly :° ther other academ l!-ﬂlsc tes;’ Ramsey'
- “They . read the wnting on the | said, "I think the things that the Um-
. wall,” halmers un: yuu re nﬂt .Vemlt}' of. Louimueﬂ dé g now Wi“
on the list,: thenfo et it," ©ar .m}ke my di loma mor';I dredible. "l -
Chalmersj;wha Js -nearing ret | 'T 8.+ fapital ), campaign
ment, along’ G out: half’ his 152‘;, i lllbnf hasebgen,located or:

partment, fedty
continue to sheinkeswi(s=:

The universl[?‘*ﬁAl
ics majors this year. It graduates
about three physics: majors a year;
which is compatable to other physics
departments without doctoral pro-
grz:!ms around the cgdntry. Chalmers
Sal ] BT AR T
Inz addltlon to hil long-range plan
Shumaker wants. td increase faculty
salaries-by 15 percent over the next
three years. U of L. salaries are be-
low those at-comparable metropoli- .
tan universities, ‘which places. the:
school at risk of-losing: -professors to
higher-paying institutions. - :

Full professors at U of L eam
nearly $12,000:1ess-on"aversge thar
their counterpartnt'the university’s-

-

benchniark schools, such as the Statg*

Unwel'Sll‘y of New York lt Buffalo,

- l-l.‘
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Cani ~' 3 'for the-

"3 dapanment wilt‘
4 about 40 i)hy =

' scholarshxps th an effort¥o lower the
school's drotpout ‘rate.| Last - fall,
U of L granted 309 mqe scholar-.,
ships than the previous year, The to-°
tal number of scholarshlps for this
gear and last year was n dvailable,”

t Denise Fitzpatrick, .t “universi-

ty's spokeswoman, calI the m-

crease “substantial,” M e

MANY U OF L studénts work
their waythro hschool. itzpatrick
said. Some take-time~off to- earn
money, délaying - graduation, while
some get sidetracked and: nevet ‘tomd
back, she said. The.

. ‘to raise Its-retd
time freshmen from:€9.7-

1895.t0 78 percent b ,.I'_‘itzp_a-
trick said, - R Ko it

.Synthia Shelby, 30, of.1 ulsvllle,
wae stmesgllng to.ge tzq3 5.de-
gree In equcation at U "6f ‘Llast vear

'COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

T The

th”e gre _dﬁ:a{

_, R R
.o .i' st VI : k g
'l'bst Bﬁ‘ : :
rgen-wag-20: 8 in:1995 and 215 as of -
Féb: 28, Fitzpatrick said..The tniver-
sity wants to- fisé. that to-24.5 by:
2008, which would be competitive:
thé: simllﬁ urmrsﬁ shg
T
To hefp‘"fefg énts,
Shumaker has beefed up the Itonors
program with smaller, seminaf-style
classes to keep the=m challengéd and
a new residence hall ‘Where they can
support each other, %2 3t e
-MIf we want to' attracy: arld etain
high- ghallty ‘students,. - we - have -to
treat them like our; primary tom-
ers,” Shumaker sgid.: e
“I'd like to -Mave this univtmty
compieté for bHght studehts th way
we compete for athietes,” he sald, <= |

3y Amanda York o .qg fedching: "—]e————

:oymmaunm WRITER el c | ' with respectmgpf?lgir _Eﬁz—xnt';he‘j- all you want but if you are not buymg
Some people smoke, some people  respecting the1r natural envuomnent” I feCYCIed you are not -completing the

site their fingernails and some people . she said. L . { loop,” she said, Recyclmg 1S reduce,

‘hew with their mouths open. But . Building rapect for the commumty [ reuse and recycle.”

!

1abits don't always have to be bad. Along with stressing. educatlon

Jennifer Crawford has had a habit serves as only one of the standards Crawford also stressed the importance
" or years — she recycles. Crawford sets for the recycling pro- of recycling at an early age,

“My parents did curbside recycling m"%\lf:; said recycling can benefit 1 grew up recycling and that's why
nd I always knew to put my stuff in the ] g" ¢ just the oommumty It can, I took this job,” she said. “Fthink it is
‘ecycling bin and in the trash,” she said. gﬁ the waild. - gt really important because jgs:}

Crawford, a natural resource con- 1t enough peop recycling a ci . teach an old dog'new rCRCMy
servation management senior at-the g‘uggm% recycled, then there Js not ag’} f started recyclir 3
Jniversity of Kentucky, works to hielp . ‘é emand for tHe'earth’s resources was S that fieedad
sthers pick up that habit with the stu- :lrxl “’%mﬂ keep the earth prserved " leqh%fﬂrm
lent-run Residence Life Recyclmg Pro- | Stesai gl teach her children

Currently, the pro, exists only cycling, shesald} e st
fram. Melanie Tyner-Wi ‘ i I mUlgs mxdenwhaﬁ‘fg:lt Crawford vxgﬁlfjou_‘é:emf med Eaoat recy
ector of Residencé Lifé’ at “=aid M daid She: wants to §§ it expand to cling, then you'have more ot chance
Jrogram started about seven yéars: ago’" apartments, fraterfy houses and to buy them (recycled items):My chil-
fter students suggested it. They wrote sorority hoizses near campus, E dren will definitely be recgplmg and
| proposal that was approved by the’ Lif “1 would like to see the Rwldence buymg recycled.” e :
miversity’s board of trustees, : i ife rer:}éclmg work more with UK recy. - — -

Tyner-Wilson said all of the resi- . SI18 and have UK, while striving to be

€ next great university, also be the
Next green university,” she said. “The
t university for students to come to

lence halls at UK come-equipped with |
.pecial recycling containers. Students
e hired to pick up the recycling bins.

for civic "
“The students literally go from hall responsibility, for involvement:
ohallandﬂoortoﬂoqrandaﬂectthe, 5 . Crawford, said . the >, Fxogram . aIsoq
ecyclablés and puf them,mnthe L Fevpee K005 e fmpor-
‘-onw’ “'t ghg n_n\f—’h - “,‘3’9!.:_ LAYV A :‘
ick S Seeruontng il denen S S g
AV Mo LA " Y P My "'__v ¥ gt b *
each semester W Tiaid] | “your aluminyim can./164; ‘fecy. !
lentémwford’ ”the “cled. It's knowing that M cle ﬁé
yrogram,’; 4T oA S E AR T O ﬁ*
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~ Millions in projects

By KIM HAMILTON
Staft Writer

Rowan County is set to receive
$108 million in Rowan projects,
according to the state Legislative
Research Commission and two
elected leaders. .

Rep. John Will Stacy said
legislative democrats successfully

persisted in getting funding and
Sen. Robert .Stivers said
republicans successfully, prevented
new taxes in this lsgislative
- session. - ot
Both'claim victory for Rowan
County's monetary needs. :
"We had a choice between:
moving the. state and our.
communities forward, or choosing "

to go backward at the expense oE‘
our children, region and future,
Stacy said. "Bécause the demoar.ats
stuck together, our state is moving
forward with a budget that
recognizes the basic needs of our
region and state.”
"This budget validates what !.he
republican caucus has been saying
_all along -.that we can fund

projects that move Kentucky

forward without enacting massive:

tax increases,” Stivers said. "Our
presence as the majority party in
the senate prevented $784 million

in new taxes. Without enacting'

these taxes, we were able to
increase funding for education,

vital water and sewer service,
road construction and other
worthwhile projects.” -
Rowan's projects will
include $28 million in state
funding for community
programs and construction
projects and more than $80
million in road projects over
the next two years, Stacy sa_ld.
The state's budget contains
the following projects for
wan County:
Rn. $750,000 each year of the
biennium to purchase land for
the new airport in Rowan gnd
$150,000 in general avyatmn
entitlements for the airport

project;

- [t .
- conference center;:,

_approved

* $1,770,300 over the
biennium for one additional
circuit judgeship for the 21st
judicial circuit serving Rowan,
Bath, Menifee and
Montgomery;

* $525,000 to upgrade the
water plant;

* $75,000 for the City of
Lakeview Heights;

* $150,000 to design a one-
stop technology training
center at the regional
industrial park;

J $45,000 for
Rowan/Morehead child
advocacy center construction:

* $400,000 for industrial
park fire department;

* $1.5 million for airport
land acquisition; .

* $30,000 for Route 32
volunteer fire department
construction;

» ¢ $100,000 for radiological

imaging equipinent at MSU;

" .. $10 million for Phase 1

renovation of MSU's student
center, which is a partner
with the ¢ty and county for a

* $13 million for Phase 1

*constructign of $ha Blackburn
ok

science buildi Str:

* $2 million for MSU family
housing;

* $200,000 for the
university's - agriculture
program;

* Base level funding of
$2.71 million' in the first
biennium year and $3.72
million in the second year;

* $210,000 over the
biennium for professional
development of faculty
technology skills at MSU;

* $240,000 for the Eastern
Kentucky Wellness program
at MSU.

Road projects are  as
follows:

*.$12.5 million for a new I-
64 interchange east of
Morehead;

* $14 million to reconstruct
KY 519 fromn Clack Mountain
to the bypass;

* $5 million to widen KY 32
to five lanes from I-64 to the .
KY 377 interchange;

¢ $5 million to reconstruct
KY 519 from Warren Branch
to bypass; .

¢ $5.7 million to extend the
bypass from Stadium Drive to
KY 32 east;

¢ $7.75 million to construct

- & westbound entrance for a

weigh station on I-64;

* $508,000 for preliminary
work to improve Second Street
to Wilson Avenue;

* $500,000 to construct a
walkway overpass on KY 32 at
the middle school;

* $11.9 million to repave I-
64 from the Bath County line
to Bullfork Road;

* $2 million to reconstruct
KY 801 from I-64 one mile to
the industrial park:

* $4.3 million to widen KY
519 from the KY 519/KY 801
intersection two miles north.

The state budget also
includes a 5 percent pay raise
for state employees; $4.8
million to hire 70 additional
state police officers over the
next two years; $375,000 in
state library and archives
funds for construction and

.renovation; more than $100

million over the biennium to

create 94 new Family Youth
Resource Service Centers and
a 2.4 percent increase in base

per pupil level;” Support

Education Excellence in
Kentucky funding each year of
the biennium above the

current level, creating

approximately $1.6 billion in

total funding each of the next '
two years.

The Sunday Independent, Ashiand, Kentucky, Sunday, April 23, 2000

School adds
master’s program.

CAMPBELLSVILLE —
Campbellsville University
will offer the master of busi-
ness administration degree
beginning this t:all.tw .

‘The is a two-year,
36 Novir program with all class-

ed for Saturdays.
"'-“méatef ofie mﬁ

late September and ends in
mid-Noveinber; trimester two
begins in'mid-January and

ends in mid-March; and
trimester three begins in late
March and ends in mid-May.
Classes run from 8 a.m. to
noon and afternoon classes
from 1 to 5 p.m. Tuition for
three-hour classes is $325 per-
credit hour: .. D
AFor:more information, call
(270) 789-5220 or 1-800-264-
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Professor plans .
survey about sex

at state prlsons

_Morehead State socmloglst
Thopes data can lmprove safety

By Frank E Lockwood
NORTHEASTERN KENTUCKY. BUREAU
MOREHEAD — A More-
head State University sociolo-
gy professor is pollmg theu-
sands . of .Kehtucky inmates -
about prison sexuality — in-

formation that could be used to _
combat. the spread of AIDS.S

and improve prison safety.

i ﬁslqng -about jailho

ﬁls’ the ﬁrst of its kind":

-pherHensley said.

Funded in part by a $1600
grant from Morehw.d State, the
gionymous 'guestionnaires
have been sent to inmaites at

three of the staté’s 12 male, | -

prisons and to inmates at the
state’s only female prison’: *-

Abqut 3,600 of Kentucky'a
15,300 prisoners have~ been
asked to-, participate. Results:

will be released this fall. _ «wlg"’ted“ﬁa

S (1 “a-topic that’s ‘Been !
shrouded ‘in sxlence, Hensley
said.

Dsplte the dlSCOmeI't, it's
a topic that must be.dealt with,
said Hensley, who serves as di-
rector of Morehead: State’s In-
stitute for Correctional Re-
search and Training.. .
Hensley studied prison sex .
in Okla.homa and found that
nearly one in four male prison-
.erg had engaged in sexual ac-
. tivities with fellow. inmates.
Overall, 13.8 percent of all pris-
oners said- they. had been
“threatened sexually” by other
inmates and 1.1, percent said
they had been raped.
“These people are going to
be getting out of prison and”

g syeeping 46-questmn
sex. autoeroticism. |

tur.ky proft essox: Chnsto- it

dlsease.mey’llbe
tothe:rparm:zrs,hm

i ii‘u?‘:'-' !; _-“., ...

. Hensley's ressatch’ Fas “ex-

traordmary value,” said Cindy -

t Struckman-Johnson, a profes-
-sor of psychology. at: the Uni-
- versity of South Dakota, But -
the topic is so taboo that few
scholars focus on it, she said.

“We should have hundreds
_of people studying it Struck-
man]ohnson said.”, “Sex in
prison is 2 major cause of vio-
lence ....of upset and turmoil, a
rna]or cause of disease.”.

**Some prison administrators
, Ty to quash these ‘kinds of
studles, Struckmaii: lohnson
'said,” out “of "concer * dbout
negative- publicity.”But More-
head State administrators and
Kentucky, prisdujpffigials ap-
'.!is.. JE‘P,

Ty

proved Hensley’s study.

“We tend to respect academ-
ic freedom,” said state correc-
, tions department spokeswoman
Carol Larol Czirr. “We regularly allow

l

legitimate surveys to be con-

ducted.”

. Thls year, for example, schol-
are palling Kentucky’stth

Z R ﬁ“ﬁnﬁates about thejrtelf;.

ARI0US: ences. University® f

Kentucky. researchers just fin-

hedi eying inmates about
Eglﬁ?ibsl:mma usg !

*Prisoners’ rights advocates
say the sexuallty data could be
useful .

1

The.: questmns don't offend

aKara Gotsch, a public polx:r '
dinator with the Was

£ I‘{‘ r' .' .
: tm‘fary and anonymous” - ZEHA-
|- “Prisonris a.very vidlent plam,

nion] becaiise the suf

Te | amm(ofﬁmaaa) can

idea- about-the ‘reali .
rape and what's going on, hope-

« fully they can be more prepared
to cclieal with that issue;> Gotsch;
,sai .
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professor

studies prison sex

Survey of 3,600

could help improw}e
inmate safety, health

Assaociated Press

. MOREHEAD, Ky. — A Morehead
State University professor is studying

rison sexuality, a topic he says has
Eeen shrouded in silence but must be
dealt with,

The information could be used to
combat the spread of AIDS and im-
prove prison safety. ‘

Christopher Hensley, a sociology
professor who directs Morehead's In-
stitute for Correctional Research and_
Training, said the survey is the first
of its kind in Kentucky. - . ...~

LT
Rty

_Hensley studied prison—_gex in

Oklahoma and found that nearly one
in four male prisoners had engaged
in sexual activities with fellow in-
mates, Overall, 13.8 percent of all
prisoners said they had been "threat-
ened sexually” by other inmates and
1.1 percent said they had been raped.

l.? they have AIDS or another sex-
ually transmitted disease, they’ll be
spreading it to their partners, he said.

“These People are going to be get-
ting out of prison, and they're going
to be having sex with their wives or
husbands,” Hensley said.

The sweeping 46-question survey

asks about jailhodse consensual sex,
autoeroticism and rape. About 3,600
of Kentucky's 15,300 prisoners have
been asked to participate, The survey
is voluntary and anonymous. ’

Funded in part by a $1,600 grant

from Morehead State, the question-
naires have been sent to inmates at
three of the state’s 12 male prisons
and to inmates at the state’s only fe-
male prison.

Results will be released this fall.

Hensley’s research has “extraordi-
nary value,” said-Cindy Struckman-
Johnson, a professor of psychology at
the University of South Dakota. But
the topic is so taboo that few schol-
ars focus on it, she said.

“We should have hundreds of peo-
ple studying it,” Struckman-Johnson
said, “Sex in prison is a major cause
of violence . .. of upset and turmoil,
a major cause of disease.”

Prisoner-rights advocates also say
the data could be useful. :

“Prison is a.very.violent place ard
if (officials).can. get a-better .idea
about the reality of prison rape and

what's going on, hopefuily they can
be more prepared to .deal with that
issue,” said Kara Gotsch, a public
policy coordinator with the Washing-
ton, D.C.-based National Prison Proj-
ect of the American Civil Liberties
Union. '
Struckman-Johnson said some
prison administrators try to quash
these kinds of studies out of concern
about negative publicity. But More-
head- State administrators and Ken-
tucky prison officials approved Hens-
'ley’s study. )
Hensley also has co-written an arti-
,cle about conjugal visits in Mississip-
pi, and his study on consensual ho-
mosexual activity in male prisons in
Oklahoma will-be published in' De-
cember in a prison-related academic
journal. e
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Umversmes boost efforts to raise funds

By Holly E. Stepp
SERALD{EADER EDUCATION WRITER

When the University of Louisville announced
vesterday that it had completed its five-year capital
fund-raising campaign, the final total — more than
3352 million — stood as the most raised by a Ken-
rucky public university in a single effort.

But that figure wiil probably be surpassed as .

ather public universities prepare for their own fund-
raising efforts,

Western Kentucky University President Gary
Ransdell is expected to announce a fund-raising
campaign Thursday night at a Bowling Green gala.
Officials have keprt a possible goal under wraps.

The University of Kentucky will launch the pub-
lic stage of its existing effort this September, and the
voal will probably be well over $400 million.

For the state's public universities, fund raising
has taken on a new urgency — the schools have
heen directed to raise their national stature by at-
tracting mote top students and professors, and the
state has anted up more than $230 miilion in match-

ing money to help them build
their endowments.

Fund-raising experts say that
multi-year efforts with multi-mil-
lion and in some cases billion-dol-
lar thresholds have become the
norm in higher education,

“Success breeds success,” said
Patricia Jackson, vice president
for education at Washington D.C.-
based Council for the Advance-
ment and Support of Education.

“When universities see their
peer institutions raising money
with ease, it encourages them to
do the same,” said Jackson.

Setting goals for the fund-rais-
ing campaigns starts with feasi-
bility studies to determine how
much donors are likely to give
and how that matches with the

schools” needs. A quiet. less pub-
lic, period of fund raising allows
schools to test their studies,

By most accounts, U of L's
campaign has been a success. [t
has mer its goals of creating more
endowed faculty positions and
new scholarships for top students.

The number of endowed pro-
fessorships and chairs has more
than doubled during the five
vears, going from 25 in 1995 to 58
at the end of last year. The uni-
versity has created scholarships
for minority students interested in
teaching, for women and for those
interested in music.

And the fund-raising efforts
have more than doubled the uni-
versity's endowment, which now
stands ar $413.7 million. Accord-
ing to the National Association of
College and University Business

Officers, that figure puts the
school above much larger institu-
tions such as the University of
Tennessee and Georgia Tech. It is
also larger than UK's endowment,
3361.5 million

Endowments are investments;
universities typically spend a por-
tion of the interest earned to sup-
port continuing projects such as
annual scholarships. Most col-
leges have seen significant
growth as result of fund raising
and the strong stock market.

U of L President John Shu-
maker said the campaign's suc-
cess is the result of alumni's
commitment to the school. Some
47,000 individuals, foundations
and corporations contributed to U
of L's fund drive.

“A-lot of our gifts have come
from alumni who feel that the uni-

versity has touched their lives
decades ago,” Shumaker said.

Shumaker said although the
broader public campaign has end-
ed, the university will continue to
raise money for a limited number
of areas such as financial aid and
improving campus resources.

“We know that there is about
360 million in gifts that we left on
the table when this campaign end-
ed,” he said.

CASE's Jackson said she does-
n't doubt that U of L and others
will be able to continue to raise

Lexington Heraldleader
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such quantiries.

“(Philanthropy) is really sup-
ply driven.” Jackson explained.
"Ag the money available grows,
30 does the demand for ways to
distribute it charitably.”

And if fund drives under way
at other colleges across the nation

are an indication, Jackson is right.
The Ohio State University is in
the fifth vear of a 81 billion cam-
paign, and it has already raised
3850 miilion in outright gifts. Har-
vard University has just complet-
ed a 52.6 billion campaign.

CASE estimates that more

" than 150 four-year universities are
in the midst of campaigns.

Fund-raisers at other Ken-
rucky universities say they aren't
worried about the number of fund
drives in the state or nationally.

“We all have our unique con-
stituents, and there really isn't
that much overlap,” said Terry
Moberly, UK's chief development
officer.

UK matched the $66.7 million
allocated to it in the state’s so-
calied $110 million “bucks for
brains” pian in less than a year.

The General Assembly this year
approved $120 million more for
the program. UK and U of L will
share $100 million; the six region-
al comprehensive universities will
share the remaining $20 million.

Jackson said that matching
programs like Kentucky’s encour-
age universities to undertake such
ambitious efforts. “The opportuni-
v to leverage dollars is a big lure
10 donors,” she said.

About $37 million of the $352
million U of L raised was its por-
tion of bucks for brains dollars.

But Jackson wonders if the cur-
rent spate of mega-campaigns will
continue or if smaller, more target-
ed efforts will become in vogue.

“The question is now is how
big is too big."

Presidential search

0 more important decisions

will be made in Kentucky
dations reached by a search com-
mittee that begins its work today.

University of Kentucky is the com-
mittee’s huge challenge, but the
state and UK have much to offer.
The attractions for would-be
presidents include: )
W A governor who has staked

ucation and, as tangible proof of

_versity endowment.

N The opportunity to work with
this year than the recommen- - Gordon Davies and the Council on
Postsecondary Education to propel
UK into the ranks of top research
Finding the right leader for the universities.

M An undergraduate student
body that continues to improve in
quality, a pool of talented graduate
students, a sprawling medical cen-
ter and dedicated alumni.

W A talented faculty that's hun-
his legacy on improving higher ed- gry for leadership.

N A community that’s eager to
that commitment, a burgeoning uni- work in tandem with UK to im-

prove the regional economy and
quality of life.

Obviously, the next president
must possess a great breadth of tal-
ent, experience and potential. The

university needs someone who is

comfortable in che highest reaches
of academia and the new economy,
but who can also navigate the -
shark-infested waters of Kentucky
politics. Someone with vision.

The University Senate’s Futures
Committee issued an ambitious, yet
realistic, checklist of presidential (MOF
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qualifications last month. The fu-
tures committee also stressed the
importance of a selection process
that leaves members of the univer-
sity community feeling they have
had a voice in the process.

Indeed, the search committee

~ The committee also should com-
mit itself to a process that will be
open to public view. When deci-
sions about who will lead a tax-
supported university are made be-
hind closed doors, those decisions
are prey to manipulation by forces

_ The public has a huge stake i
this committee’s work. And there
should be no shortage of strong
candidates for the job of UK pres:
dent. Public access to and involvt
ment in the selection process can
only impiove the results.

should listen to a diverse range of
voices, on and off campus, as it
hones its list of presidential qualifi-

cations.

PCBs are linked
to environmental,
health problems

By STEVE BAILEY
Associated Press

LEXINGTON. Ky. — The
University of  Kentucky's
Graduate Center for Toxicology
will receive more than $10 mii-
lion over the next five years to
study the effects of toxic, man-
made chemicals on the human
body and the environment.

The grant, awarded by the
National Institute of Environ-
mental Health Sciences, will
continue the school’s research
into harmful polychlorinated bi-
phenyls, or PCBs, and their link
to various health concerns, in-
cluding cancer and heart dis-
ease,

PCBs originally were pro-
duced as insulating fluids for
electrical equipment and were
released by large industria] fa-
cilities, including paper mills
and electronics factories. Al-
though the manufacture of

dence of this,

that may not have the university’s
or public’s best interests at heart.
UK's history provides ample evi-
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UK center awarded $10 million
to study toxic chemicals’ effects

PCBs has been banned in the
United States for more than
two decades. chemical rem-
nants still can he found in the
soil and water.

The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency has labeled
PCBs as probable human car-
cinogens.

Absorbed through the skin
by contact, and by eating meat
and fish from contaminated

areas, they aiso have been -

found to affect learning in ani-
mals and humans,

The grant will fund seven re-
search projects, involving 24
faculty members from 17 aca-
demic areas, under the banner
of the national Superfund Basic
Research Program. Congress
established the Superfund pro-
gram in 1980 to clean up the
nation’s worst hazardous-waste
sites.

There are 16 federally desig-
nated Superfund sites in Ken-
tucky considered high-risk
areas for PCBs and other
chemicals. said Larry W. Rob-
ertson, a professor in the
Graduate Center for Toxicol-
ogy.

*What we've done is put to-

gether an approach to solving
environmental problems involv-
ing PCBs that would take ad-
vantage of all the different tal-
ents and backgrounds that we
have here,” Robertson said.
“The different projects will fo-
cus on how these compounds
are toxic, how we can detect
them. how we can remediate
them and how we can protect
humans against the toxic ef-
fects of these chemicals.

“What we want to do is iden-
tify the people most at risk and
then look for ways to intervene
in an effort to preserve public
health.”

One of the research projects
deals with PCBs and their ef-
fect on the cells that line hu-
man blood vessels. PCBs can
cause inflammation of those
cells, which is one of the early
signs of atherosclerosis, or
hardening of the arteries.

Researchers at the school
have found that such damage
can be minimized or blocked
with the consumption of Vita-
min E, thus reducing the risk of
heart disease. :

“It’s exciting because we are

the first to look at the nutrition-
al influence on PCB toxicity,”

By David Abel
THE BOSTON GLOBE-

CAMBRIDGE, .Mass. — In
Harvard's first university-wide ef-
fort to revise its conflict of inter-
st policy since 1948, a high-level
committee has released a set of
new, Internet-minded guidelines
that, if adopted, would subtly
:ighten rules regulating the facul-
1v's outside teaching, research,
nd consulting.

While some professors view
‘he proposed rules as a necessary
step to define the boundaries
yroadened by cyberspace, others
see them as a potential violation
»f their academic freedom.

Once unimaginable education-
al opportunities, such as profes-
sors’ distributing lectures over the
[nternet or setting up Web-based
firms dispensing advice, are not |
covered under the existing rules.
The current policy allows profes-
s0rs to consult, teach or research
nutside Harvard so long as the
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Harvard proposes tightening

work doesn’t consume mare than
20 percent of their time, compro-
mise the university or conflict

for Harvard. :
The proposal follows the ad-
ministration’s decision in the fall to

with their obligations to students, , force Harvard law professor Arthur

colleagues or Harvard.

factor under the proposed new
guidelines.

Under them, faculty members
would probably be prohibited
from teaching courses over the In-
ternet for other institutions and
doing certain other forms of free-
lance work, even if it is done on
their own time — after hours, dur-
ing vacation or over the summer.

. That’s because the ease of dis-
semination makes it possible to
teach vast numbers of students
around the world, often without
leaving campus and with only a
modest investment of time. That,
according to a draft of the pro-
posed guidelines obtained by the
Globe,. opens up new forms of
competition and potential conflict

| Miller to give up an online course
But time is not the overriding *

he produced last summer for Con-
cord University School of Law.

These new, recommended
' guidelines issued by the provost's
faculty advisory group, Miller
said, would only serve to further
limit academic freedom.
“Before this proposal, |
say Harvard owned a part of my
body: now they have my heart
and soul,” said Miiler, a vqluble
professor once known for his TV
show Miller’s-Court. “1 think it's

would

said Bernhard Hennig, a pro-
fessor of nutrition and toxicol-
ogy. “We've found what we be-
lieve is a nutritional means of
prevention, and we are learning
more and more.”

Robertson said the projects
will benefit not only people in
high-risk Superfund chemical
areas but also those whose risk
may not appear to be as great.

“The average person should
be interested in this research
and these chemicals because
the average person is exposed
to them,” Robertson said. ‘“We
all carry around residues of
these chemicals in our blood
and fat tissue, albeit at low lev-
els. What we don't know, how-
ever, is-what the long-term ef-
fects are.

“We know that PCBs are car-
cinogens in rodents. But we
don't know for sure if they are
carcinogens in humans at the
levels that they are found in the
current food supply and in the
population. And we don’t know
if they will increase the average
man'’s risk of cancer or athero-
sclerosis. Those are things
we're hoping to find out over
the course of the study.”

cyberspace rules for faculty

fine degrée-granter founded by
"Washington Post Co.'s Kaplan Ed-
lucationa] Centers for which last
summer he taped 11 lectures, the
new rules wouldn't categorically
|bar professors from such ventures.
Instead, professors would
have the opportunity to seek per-
mission from the dean of their re-
|spective school and the corpora-
tion, Harvard’s top administrative
body. Yet, the parameters deans
would have to use in arriving at
such a decision make approval
unlikely in most cases, the pro-
posal's authors acknowledge in
their report.

very graphic in demonstrating the
expanded control Harvard is try-

ing to exert over the faculty.”

While Harvard Law School
Dean Robert Clark put an end to
Miller’s fling with Concord, an on-
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education

By Michael Dorgan
KNIGHT RIDDER NEWS SERVICE

BEIJING — Yang Zhen. one of tens of thou-
sands of Chinese hoping to win admission 10 a
ULS. university this spring, insists he'll return
home after he graduates.

“l'am the only child in my family.” said the
carnest 25-vear-old, who hopes to study busi-
ness administration or intermational relations.

Il Yang does return to China. he'll be one of
a tiny minority. China sends more students to
the Ulnited States than any other country —
more than 50,000 last vear. And although all of
them assure State Department visa officers in

ieijing that they’ll go home after they finish
~chool, as many~as 99 percent look for juhs in
America instead.

Some qualify for special visas for ngh-tech
fields. Some marry Americans. Some simply clis-
appear. "Once they're in the 118, thevre prety
much free to do what they want to do.” concedes
Charles Bennett, the chief of visa services the
LS. Evhassy in Beijing. T

The impact of China's massive and unofficial
immigration on the United States depends on
one’s point of view. For high-tech companies, it's
a bomn. For colleges and universities, it's a
source of world-class scholars. For other appli-
cants, particularly to top graduate science pro-
grams, it means tougher competition. ’

For China, the defection of top scholars to US,
schools and emplovers is a worrisome brain drain.

“It's well-known in the society that the first-
class students go abroad,” said a professor at
the International and Comparative Education In-
stitute of Beijing Normal University, speaking
on the condition that he not be identified. The
second-class students go to joint_ventures (in

China, with foreign companies), and the
worst students go to the state-owned en-
terprises,” he said. “It's a big loss to the
country.”

Luring the brainpower home won't be
easy. Enhanced personal freedom aside,
the economic argument for staying in the
United States is compelling. Top pay for
a senior engineer at China’s largest soft-
ware company is 80,000 yuan a year, or
about 39,780, The same engineer can
make 10 times that in California’s Silicon
Vallev.

While it is possible to live more
cheaply in Beijing, China’s cost of living
approaches California’s when the compar-
ison entails a Western-style basket of
goods and services, according to figures
provided by HR International, a human-
resources consulting firm based in
Waltham, Mass,

Bottom line: The return rate for Chi-
nese students in the United States is so
low it that could be used as an argument
for reducing the number of visas granted.
said a former U.S. visa official in Beijing
who asked not to be identified.

She noted that the nearly 50-year-old
law guiding U.S. visa policy says non-im-
migration visas should not be granted if
the interviewing officer suspects that the
applicant does not intend to return to his
or her home country.

“An honest evaluation would virtual-
ly end visa issuance (to Chinese appli-
cants),” she said. Indeed, the very “eager-
ness and desperation” that many appli-
cants show Jould be evidence against
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Chinese students rarely leave U.S. after

uranting them visas.

S0 keen are Chinese students to get
into U.S. schools — ar at least into the
United States — thar a cottage industry
lhas sprung up to help them.

Special schools prepare students to
meet the English language requirements.
Consultants help fill out applications to
universities and prepare candidates for
their interviews with U.S. Embassy visa
ntficers.

“We can provide service to all types of
people. from (prep school students) to grad-
uate students, who want to study in Amer-
ia,” said Lucy Liu of the Weilian Intena-
tional Co. in Beijing. “There are lots of US.
schools that have relations with our compa-
ny. The charge ... will range from 10,000
vuan to 70,000 (S1.200 to $8.500). depend-
ingg on the type of service vou need.”

Some are spies, officials say

For up to $10,000, some consultants
will create phony letters of recommenda-
tion and false evidence of economic sup-
port. Some even provide professional ac-
tors or actresses to stand in for applicants
in their brief but crucial interviews with
visa officers, said William Lesh. the anti-
fraud officer at the U.S. Embassy.

Once in the United States, some Chi-
nese visitors may be undertaking another
kind of fraud. U.S. counterintelligence of-
ficials say some Chinese students, espe-
cially in physics, computer science and
other high-tech disciplines, are actually
Chinese spies. And some real students are
ordered to report what they learn about
US. high-tech research to the Chinese

government, the officials say.

A commission on Chinese espionage
chaired by Rep. Christopher Cox, R-Calif,,
reached a similar conclusion in May. A
headline in the third unclassified chapter
of the commission's 872-page report was
“(Chinese) Students Have U.S. Citizen-Like
Access to High Performance Computers at
the National Weapons Laboratories.”

Without more specifics, the report
said “threats to national security can
come from (Chinese) scientists, students.
businesspeople or bureaucrats” in addi-
tion to professional spies.

Despite these suspected side effects
and strained U.S.-Chinese relations, the
flow of Chinese students to the United
States — many of them rélated to senior
government and party officials — ap-
pears to be growing.

During the past academic year, 51,001
Chinese nationals studied in the United
States, according to the Institute of Inter-
national Education, a New York non-prof-
it. That was nearly 5,000 more than sec-
ond-place Japan, until recently the largest
source of foreign students in the United
States. Chinese were about 10 percent of
the total foreign-student population of
490,933 in the United States.

Ohio State University, with 637 Chi-
nese students among its total enrollment
of 55,000, had the most Chinese students
in the 1998-99 academic year, according
to a partial list of Institute for Interna-
tional Education figures made available
to Knight Ridder. In all, 128 American
universities and colleges had at least 100
Chigese students, Among states, New

York led with 4,287 Chinese students. fol-
lowed by California. with 3,515; Texas.
with 3.060; Ohio, with 2,640 and [llinos.
with 2,373. )

Three-quarters were graduate sw-
dents: 12 percent undergraduates. The
rest are non-degree students or students
of English,

.A U5, immigration official in Beijing,
speaking on the condition that he not be
identified, said experience shows that more
than 99 percent of Chinese students re-
main in the United States after graduaring.

‘We skim the cream’

Even Yang Zhen wouldn’t return im-
mediately. “[ don’t pretend I don’t have
plans to work a while in the US..” he said
over a cup of coffee at a downtown Star-
bucks.

Yang, a top student in the 1997 class
of the respected Beijing Foreign Studies
University, is optimistic as he awaits the
outcome-of admission and aid negotia-
tions with, among others, Dartmouth Col-
lege in New Hampshire and the Universi-
ty of Miami.

He picked them from friends’ recom-
mendations and the annual rankings by
the magazine U.S. News & World Report.

“We know that the United States has
lots of famous schools and that we can
get a world-class education, especially at
the graduate level,” Yang said in impec-
cable English, his undergraduate major.

Yang's parents are reluctant to part
with their only child. But as they sipped
tea one recent evening in a modest south
Reijing apartment tinted blue by an exer-
cise program on TV, both endorsed their
son's decision. -

“[ think an MBA (a master’s degree in
business administration) would probably
be best,” said his mother, Pan Lili. Her
own education was cut short by the tur-
bulence of the Cultural Revolution, when
China's universities were closed. “It’s
fashionable in China, and very useful.”

The drama of the student visa quest
is played out by a cast of hundreds each
working day at the U.S. Embassy. The
stage is the Spartan room where suppli-
cants, dozens at a time, line up for two-to-
three-minute individual interviews that
will set the course of their lives,

Outside, a dozen or so travel agents
wait with offers of cheap airplane tickets
for anyone who emerges with a smile.
Most  visa-seekers, however, emerge
crushed,

Because visa officers conduct as
many as 200 interviews per day, they've
no time to verify documents or confirm
stories. Likeliest to get the nod, according
to one former visa officer, are top schol-
ars from well-known Chinese universities
who've been accepted, with financai aid,
by well-known U.S. schools.

“We skim the cream,” she said.

“It's a wrenching, emotionally racking
experience for both sides,” she continued.
“The visa officers must steel themselves
to try to follow the law, and the appli-
cants sometimes end up screaming that
they’ve ruined their lives.

“One man fainted on me,” she re-
called. “I thought he was dead, that I had
killed him. I rushed to-his side, shouting,
‘Are you all right? Are you all right?’

“He opened his eyes and said, ‘Yes.
Now can [ have my viga?’" _ ’
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UK, U of L students teaming up

to work on Louisville’s problems

Design studio
will tackle
public projects

By HOLLY CORYELL
The Courier-Journal

In a renovated South Third Street
storefront, architecture and urban plan-
ning students are going to try to solve
some of Louisville’s building, parking
and transportation problems.

The new Louisville Urban Design Stu-
dio, a cooperative venture of the Univer-
siri.' of Kentucky, the University of Louis-
ville and the city’s development authority,
will provide students with practical expe-
rience and give residents a say in how

- the city will look in the future, officials
said yesterday. )

They’ll he tackling some major projects

— a study of the Bardstown Road corri- -

dor and parking needs; planning and
work sessions involving the Russell
neighborhood west of downtown and
north Old Louisville; drawings for the
Cornerstone 2020 plan; planning studies
for Slugger Field restaurants; and plan-
ning for the Broadway corridor develop-
ment.

“Today’s announcement inviting young

eople and our citizens to come together
[')lere at this design studio is sure to
change the face of our community,” May-
or David Armstrong said at a news con-
ference yesterday. “This will surely be a
place wﬁere people will want to come,
express their ideas and energy.”

UK President Charles T. Wethington
Jr. said the venture provides "a perfect
venue” for students to learn in an urban
environmert,

“We want to help Louisvilie in what- -

ever ways that we can to grow and build
for the future with awareness, under-
stiinding and knowledge, all ¢ which ,
we hope to_provide here at"the _de-:
sign-studio,”: he said. : o
Using students.will.save the city
some money, although it's unclear
how much. - : P 8
“#There's a lot-of ground work that
hds to. be done on any project,”. in-
cluding taking photographs, drawin
mhps and building-streetscape mod-
els; said Charles Cash, assistant di-
rector of the Louisvilie Development
viithority. The studio. is “af economi-
g;wag'of doing these things:" ¢ .- -~

UK, U OF: L and the city each
chipped in.$25,000 for the studio this
year, and each will give $50,000 next
year. A six-member board will deter-
mine the annual budget after that,
said David Mohney, dean of UK's
College of Architecture, who devel-
oped the storefront studio idea for
Louisville and Lexington, * ~ =

Mohney envisions the studio as a
place where students, professionals
and residents meet and exchange
ideas on the city’s development.-He

established & similar design'studio in
Lexington four years ago. It's operat-

ed by UK students. e
The public is idvited to browse
through the studio’and share their
ideas on the various prdjects. '
“I don't want it to have a purel
academic focus,” Mohney said.
“What we want to have happen here
is to reach out broadly to the public
and to the best of the design commu-
nity. with_the resources of the city
and the universities and make some-
thing,substantial_baf( n
To that.end, UK ,
Myers, 26;‘desi%n‘ed the studio to’be
“a very flexible. space” with one
large, .open room that can, be ar-

ranged with’ drafting tables 6ne"%%y )

or displays of building or street m
els ‘another, depending on the proj-
ect. B

Since the end. of January, Myers
has been renovating the storefront
with the help of about five other stu-
deénts. In one corner of the hardwood
floor, they've built a 14-foot-by-14-
foot blackboard where children can
dtaw Whht they want to.sée in their
neighborhoods. A loft provides extra
work space, and sliding wood panels
_pravide.a place to display drawings.

as well as a.way:to-divide the roo

and hide pipes and ducts.~ o s

In the front windows, Myers hag
created multi-level open boxes where.
students’ can:display: models of  the.
projects they are workingon.- ... ™

“THE PUBLIC is free to go ev-
erywhere;” said, Myers, who will
work -under a UK fellowship-as*an
assistant professor at.the studio’s
summer school..He’s still putting the
finishing touches on the studio, in-
cluding the.installatiofi 'of some new
windows and a railing across the loft..
. ~The.studio- will aécpmmodate:.as;
many as 20 students from UK’s un-
dergraduate architecture program

graduate” Matt

and U of L’s new master of urban
Elanuing degree program, which witl
egin this fall. They'll get the chance
to put their course work into practice
and work with professionals who will
help oversee the students, along with
UKand U of L professars; - -+ -+

"We are focusing here on our stu--
dents, giving them real work; real op-
portunities,” U of L President-John
Shumaker said: Part of the $352 mil-
lion that the university raised in its
recent Bicentennial Campaign will go
to the studio, he said, "

For the Bardstown Road tproject.
students will try to solve tratfic and
parking problems that have clogged
the Highlands neighborhood, where a
popular district of restaurants, stores
and clubs has developed. - ‘

“We need to find a way to accom-
modate more autamobilés and rof i~
terfere with the quality of life of the
people living around that grea,” Arm-
strong said. “I'm curidiis t6'see what
they {the studentsy come up with.” -~ -

In the Russell neighborhood, just
west of downtown, Armstrong wants
the students to design new affordable
and. market-rate housing. In addition,
he is looking for ideas to' revitalize .
the neighborhood’s business district.

“For that neighborhood to be con-
nected to downtown.is.very impor-
tant,” Armstrong said.
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Panel starts planning

search for UK president

"orums to learn Kentuckians’ views
m university to accompany process

iy Holly E. Stepp
ERALDLFADER EDUCATION WRITER
The University of Kentucky could know who its
iext president will be as early as March. )
The 12-member presidential-search commuttee,
‘harged with screening candidates and giving the
iiversity's trustees a list of finalists, met for the
irst time yesterday and set out an ambitious agenda.
The meeting starts the process of choosing a suc-
-essor for President Charles Wethington, who steps
lown next June. The search is the first in 10 years,
nd has greater significance given UK's aspirations

student and a
graduate stu-
dent.

Search com-
mittee  chair-
woman JoEtta
Wickliffe said
it was impor-
tant that the
committee be-
gin work im-
mediately. The
group has four
meetings
planned for the
next month.

“I think this

»f gaining top 20 university status by 2020.

Board of Trustees chairman
Billy Joe Miles told the committee
members that their work would
determine the future for the state’s
flagship university. )

“This could be the most im-
portant thing that any of you
have been involved in” said
Miles, telling the committee that
its only charge was to bring the
best possible finalists to the
board. _

“The course we set for this
university will help determine the
future of this state,” he said.

The search committee is made
up of five trustees, three faculty
members, one alumnus, one staff
representative, an undergraduate

committee is
very eager and
excited to get
to work on this
most important
task,” said
Wickliffe, pres-
ident of State
Bank & Trust
Co. in Harrods-
burg.

The group's tentative time line
has it selecting a search firm by
July, advertising for the position
over the summer, and conducting

off-campus interviews in Novem-
ber.

Lexington Herald-Leader
Wednesday, April 26, 2000

_ Finalists would be determined
in January and would visit the
campus in February. An offer
could be made to the trustees’

choice as early as March.

But committee members said
ia key part of their work would
| come during statewide public fo-
rums to be held throughout the
summer,

The forums are a new ap-
proach for UK search committees,
In the past, the search committee
has not met with interested
groups.

Trustee Grady Stumbo said
the forums would be an opportu-
nity to find out what Kentuckians
want from the university,

“We should make sure that we
are engaged with the people out in
the state,” he said.

Miies agreed.

“We need to the emphasize the
‘of Kentucky’ part of the Universi-
ty of Kentucky,” he said,

_The committee plans to estab-
lish a Web site to help get feed-
back from the public. -

_ The search committee also
discussed the confidentiality and
integrity of the search, as well as
a tentative budget of $184,000 for
the process.

Entrants screened at

site of UK sit-in

By Holly E. Stepp
HERALDA FADER EDUCATION WRITER

Three weeks after 12 students
were arrested as part of a sit-in at the
University of Kentucky’s Administra-
tion Building, the facility is still being
monitored by university police.

Visitors to the building, which
houses the president’s office, must be
admitted by UK police. Both side en-
trances have been sealed off with po-
lice tape, and officers are at the back
and front doors.

Vice President Joe Burch said the
monitoring has continued to ensure

that there isn’t a repeat of the April 4
eight-hour sit-in.

“It's unfortunate to have to do this,
but it is better than being in the situa-
tion we were in that night,” Burch
said,

The™ building has been under
watch since the early-morning arrests.
Seventeen students entered the admin-
istrative building and bound them-
selves together with bike locks, PVC
pipe and chains.

The administration had stationed of-
ficers at the building that night, after
students disrupted a Board of Trustees

meeting earlier that afternoon. But some
students distracted officers, and others
slipped inside during the confusion.

After hours of negotiating, 12 of
the students were arrested by UK and
Lexington police.

Some of the students involved in
the protests said they haven't planned
any demonstrations. This week,
known as Dead Week, includes the last
days before final exams begin.

«] think at this point most of us dre
focusing on academics and finals,”
said Jay Varellas, one of the students
who participated in the sit-in.

At issue for the students is which
sweatshop-monitoring  organization
UK should join. UK, along with more

than 130 other colleges, is a member of
the Fair Labor Association, a group
supported by the apparel industry.

Students say that group is domi-
nated by the industry, and that the
Workers’ Rights Commission, which
has 33 college members, is the better
group to monitor labor practices.

Burch said he didn’t know when
admittance to the building would re-
turn to normal, but that he didn't think
people have had problems getting into
the building.
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moldering boxcar dlsrupts
Danville, Centre

Families, busmesses students evacua,ted to escape cape fumes

By Greg Kocher
CENTRAL KENTUCKY BUREAU

DANVILLE — A | railroad
boxcar filled with a potentizally ex-
plosive material continued to burn
south of Danville hours after
causing the afternoon evacuation
of 900 students from Centre Col-
lege.

No injuries were reported, and
students were allowed to return
after a few hours.

But several evacuated families
remained at a Danville motel be-
cause of the ongoing blaze, and
the U.S, 127 bypass, a major four-
lane connector around the town of
16,000, was to remain closed

through at least part of today, of-
ficials said. In addition, the burn-
ing boxcar forced the rerouting of
Norfolk Southern trains all over
the region,

A railroad spokesman said
last night he didn't know how
long the boxcar might burn, and
declined to say what measures of-
ficials might use to extinguish it.

Hazardous materials experts
said that the chemical involved,
sodium hydrosulfite, has been
known to explode. Because the
material reacts violently with wa-
ter, firefighters allowed the car to
burn rather than trying to extin-

guish it.

“Right now, 1t’s a rml slow
process,” Danv1Ile Fire Chief Jim
King said. “There’s no way for us
to estimate the time it will take
for this stuff to go through its fi-
nal stages.”

King said it could take a week
for 50 pounds of the material to
burn within a closed container.
The Norfolk Southern boxcar con-
tained more than 148,000 pounds
of the material, King said.

Anyone within a mile of the
car was told to evacuate, said
Boyle Judge-Executive Tony
Wilder. That perimeter was. re-

duced last night to a half-mile, an
area that still included five fami-
lies and at least two major plants,
both of which were to remain
closed to workers today, officials
said.

No one could say how the fire
started. Fire officials said last
night that seven of 32 aluminum
containers on the boxcar were be-
lieved to have ruptured or explod-
ed.

As the northbound train en-
tered Danville, Norfolk Southern
employees on a passing south-
bound train noticed smoke pour-
ing from the boxcar. Shortly be-
fore 11:30 a.m., the railroad noti-
fied local officials that a boxcar
was burning, and Danville fire-
fighters responded to the rail
yard.

The train brought the car into
the Danville rail yard so it could
be put on a side track, and then
moved south into a relatively un-
inhabited area. Of the 94 cars in
the train, only one carried the ex-
plosive material, said Susan
Bland, a spokeswoman for Nor-
folk Southern’s office in Roanoke,
Va.

Heather Cash, a religion-major
freshman from Princeton, said she
was eating in the Centre College
dining commons when an an-
nouncement was made that stu-
dents should not return to frater-
nity and sorority houses located
near the rail yard. A few minutes
later, all 900 students on campus
were told to evacuate to Lexing-
ton Avenue Baptist and First
Christian churches. Classes are
scheduled as usual today.

In addition, about 300 stu-
dents from Toliver Elementary
School two blocks north of the
rail yard were moved to First
Baptist Church. The students will
be allowed to return today.

Shortiy after 2 p.m., the smol-
dering boxcar was slowly moved
south of town. Centre students
were allowed to return to campus
at 2:45 p.m. Other residents were
told by local radio stations and by
sheriff's deputies to keep their |

windows shut and to turn off air-
conditioning, King said.

Assistant State Fire Marshal
Rod Raby said five families were
evacuated from their homes near
the yard where the car was left to
burn. “It was the most remote
area we could find,” King said.

Norfolk Southern shut down
the north-south track so no other
trains couid pass the burning car.
A railroad spokesman said that
up to 60 trains a day pass
through the affected area, forcing
the railroad to reroute traffic
throughout the region.

Sodium hydrosulfite is used to
bleach pulp and in the manufac-
ture of dyes. Breathing or ingest-
ing it could cause severe injury or
death, and when it’s on fire, it can
cause irritating, corrosive and/or
toxic gases. This shipment of the
matertal was en route from Knox-
ville, Tenn., to Cincinnati, Bland
said. Its evenrual destination was
Quebec, Canada, officials said.
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WKU fund-raising drive aims high

$78 million goal
' designed to make
national impact

By SARA SHIPLEY
The Courier-Journal

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. —
Western Kentucky Universi
announced its first major fund-
raising campaign yesterday, a
$78 million goal aimed at help-
ing Western in its quest to be-
come one of the nation’s best
undergraduate schools.

“State support will allow us
to be a good university,” WKU
President Gary Ransdell said.
“That's not enough. We want to

be a great university.”

It's an ambitious plan for a
school founded in 1906 as one
of several “normal schools”
that evolved into Kentucky’s re-
gional university system.

The six regional schools,
from Murray State in the west
to Morehead State in Appala-
chia, frequently serve rural,
lower-income students. On
average, only 39 percent of stu-
dents who begin college in
Kentucky end up graduating
within six years. .

State education officials
think improvements at re ional
institutions are crucial to bring-
ing Kentucky in line with na-
tional standards for enrollment,
retention and graduation rates.
And Western — which has the

largest fund-raising goal of the

six regional unjversities —
wants to lead the pack, becom-
ing “the best comprehensive
public institution the state.”
“I'm trying to get to the poini
where Western has its own
identity, where it's not ‘one of
the regionals,’ ” Ransdell said.
Western's fund-raising ex-
perts already have ga'rnergd
more than $42.3 millien 1n

ledges toward meeting the
ETS million goal within three
years, The latest gifts, an-
nounced yesterday, included a
$1.1 million commitment from
Trace Die Cast CEO Lowell
Guthrie of Bowling Green fora
scholarship fund and construc-
tion of a new plaza and bell
tower on €ampus.

In contrast, three of the other
five regional institutions do not
have active capital campaigns.
Morehead State and Murray
State each hopes to raise $25
million in the next few years.

Not everyone likes Western's
aggressive moneymaking tech-
niques, which have included

naming a professorship after a felon
who donated $500,000 to the univer-
sity. The J. Clifford Todd Professor of
Longevity and Healthful Living is
named for a man who served six

months in prison for a bribe
scheme, P g

BUT IF THERE’S any jealousy
over being left in the dust financially,
the other regional universities aren’t
showing it.

“More power to Western,” More-
head State President Ron Eaglin said.
“Any money that comes into higher
education is very positive, so I wish
them Iek.”

Western is able to raise larger
amounts of money, in part, because
of its location in Bowling Green, a
thriving community of 50,000 be-
tween Nashville and Louisville. The
university also has historic connec-
tions to Louisville. and.its business
community. -

One of the chairwomen of the
campaign, for example, is Mary Nix-
on, vice president of Tricon Global
Restaurants, a Louisville-based com-
pany that owns Pizza Hut, Taco Bell
and KFC. Nixon, 8 Western graduate,
made a persona} $500,000 donation
last year for an éndowed professor-
ship in accounting. - -~ "

Endowed faculty positions are the
biggest focus of the camﬂai n, capital-
izing on the state’s “Bucks for Brains™
matching money program. About $20
million is slated for faculty positions,
and another $5 million for visiting
scholars and faculty incentives.

Donors choose the academic ares
to benefit from their gift. Donations
for endowed faculty programs are
matched dollar for dollar by the
state. The money is then invested,
with the proceeds going for salaries,
bonuses and research grants.

Tom Hiles, vice president for de-
velopment, said Western is more
than halfway toward maxing out its
$4.6 million state matching money.
The university could use much more.
he said. because donors find it to be
a huge incentive.

“Fyndamentally,” he said, “donors
want to know their gift is going to
have an impact.”

Other major %oals of the campaign
include $17 million for endowed stu-
dent scholarships; a $1 million en-
dowment for international students;
$2.5 million to catch up on deferred
maintenance of campus buildings; $5
million for academic program endow-
ments to pay for travel and related
items; and $5 million for athletics.

The campaign marks & watershed
change in the university's attitude,
Ransdel!l said. Before he became
president in 1997, Western had never
had a gift of $1 million or more. Now
the university has 14 such commit-
ments. '

Raising money. is one way of rais-

ing the wuniversity's profile-and self-
esteem, he said. “The campaign is
the quickest way to do this.” -

Western's goal, as stated in its
1998 strategic plan, is to become na-
tionally recognized, rather than set-
tling for regional status.

“The only way we can achieve our
full potential in south-central Ken-
tucky, achieve economic develop-
ment, and all the other things we're
supposed to do, is to be nationally
competitive,” Ransdell said. “We've
gft; to have the best students and fac-
u -ll

State higher-education leaders say
Western's ambitions meet the goais
of Kentucky’s 1997 higher-education
reform act, which encourages public
universities to differentiate and excel
in chosen programs. Eastern Ken-
tucky, for example, has a renowned
law-enforcement program.

TROUBLE LURKS, however,
when public universities pursue only
the best and brightest students. It
could be a thorny problem in a state
such as Kentucky, which ranks 46th
in the percentage of adults with a
high schoo! education and 42nd in
the percentage of adults with a bach-
elor's d ,

“The 1dea that the institutions in
Kentucky ought to have high aspira-
tions is a positive thing,” said Patrick
Callan, president of the National
Center for Public Policy and Higher
Education, a non-profit policy organi-
zation in California. "TBe tricky part
is what that means. ... Often with
higher ed, ‘best’ means becoming
more like Harvard or Berkeley,
which means less serving the needs
of the state.”

Gordon Davies, president of the
Kentucky Council on Postsecondary
Education, thinks there is a “tension”
between-seeking academic excellence
and serving undereducated students
in Kentucky. But he is confident
Western and other universities can
do both.,

“If our universities get better and
better, but we haven’t drawn in addi-
tional students, we've failed,” he
said.

Western officials say their high
goals will help the university serve
the region better.

AIMING TOO high is not the
probtem, said Jo-Ann Huff Albers, di-
rector of the School of Journalism
and Broadcasting, which was recog-
nized as the top undergraduate jour-
nalism school in the country last
week by the Hearst Foundation.

Albers used to be afraid to mentior.
that her program attracted student:
from around the country, for fea
that some legislator would questior
why the state should pay to serv
non-Kentuckians. Now, Albers thinks
that excellence is accepted, ever
ceiebrated.

She doesn't see it as hurting West-
ern’s goal of serving its portion o
the state.

“Our first obligation is Kentucky.’
she said. "In the process of doing

that well, we hope to serve the na
tion.”
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WKU starts $78 million
endowment campaign

By Holly E. Stepp
HERALDLEADER EDUCATION WRITER

Western Kentucky University
launched a $78 million comprehen-
sive fund-raising campaign yester-
day to boost its endowment for fac-
ulty positions and student scholar-
ships.

Western Kentucky President
Gary Ransdell made the announce-
ment last night during a gala to

recognize the university's support-
ers. [t comes days after the Univer-
sity of Louisville announced that 1ts
five-vear fund-raising drive raised
more than 3352 million.

Western Kentucky's goal is the
second-largest ever set by a public
university in the state. However. the
University of Kentucky will launch
its public campaign in September
and will probably have a goal of at

least $400 million.

Western's campaign wiil run
through June 30, 2003; more than
342 million has already been raised
during the effort’s two-year “quiet
phase.”

Ransdell said a successful cam-
paign was crucial to making sure
Western Kentucky can attract top
professors and students.

“Public support for Western in

tax dollars has provided a secure
base, but it is not enough to he truly
excellent,” Ransdell said.

“This campaign will put us in
the same context as other nationally
recognized universities with which
we compare ourselves.”

Matching up with other national
universities has become increasing-

ly important for the state's
schools.

The higher education reform
act passed in 1997 by the General
Assembly mandated that the re-
gional universities should have
nationally prominent academic
programs,

The state has commted more
than 35240 million 1n matching
money to help the university
leverage private dollars.

Ransdell said endowments are
vital to the permanence of a uni-
versity.

“Buildings, people, programs
may come and go, but an endow-
ment is forever.” he said.

Western Kentucky's endow-
ment is about $36 miilion. Other
schools with similar-sized endow-
inents are Central Michigan, East
Tennessee State and Kent State
universities, It also has one of the
larger endowments of other Ken-
tucky regional universities.

Western  Kentucky's  cam-
paign, like most others. is tied to
the university's strategic plan, in
this case titled “Challenging the
Spirit,” which sets specific goals
for enrollment, endowments and
academic programs.

Tom Hiles, Western Ken-
tucky’s vice president for develop-
ment and alumni relations, said

this campaign will be broad-
based.

“We will look to pecple, both
alumni and friends, who recognize
and support what we are trying to
accomplish,” Hiles said.

 The majority of the goal, $43
million, is directed to “people” ini-
tiatives — student scholarships,
international education and facul-
ty positions.

An additional $185 million
will be earmarked for academic
programs, the unijversity libraries,
athletics and other programs.

The remaining money will fo-
cus on campus buildings and oth-
er-universiry needs.



