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‘Taki’ Votoras, 95 others
honored for their service

by George LaTour
What's News Associate Editor

anajotis T. “Taki” Votoras of
the English faculty, upon
being added to the honor role
of 30-year employees at the
annual Service Recognition Day Dec.
2, told Rhode Island College
President John Nazarian — with
tongue in cheek — that he'd “come to
get his $10,000 reward” for the
achievement.
“I’ll give you 100,000 lire,” replied
a straight-faced Nazarian, while
placing a friendly hand on the asso-
ciate professor’s shoulder.

‘TAKI' VOTORAS

“But you have to pay for the cof-
fee,” interjected Vice President John
J. Salesses, failing to hold back the
laughter.

Votoras, of Greek descent, fully
appreciated the joke, laughing while
trying to balance his coffee cub.

It was that kind of day both on
Dec. 2 for the past 30-year retirees
who met in the President’s House for
coffee, fruit and rolls and the previ-
ous day when those who were recog-

nized for 10, 15, 20 and 25 years of
service were on hand.

President Nazarian, himself able
to boast of nearly 40 years in the
service of the College (second only to
Chester E. “Chet” Smolski, a profes-
sor of geography, who does have 40)
informed those present for the 10-
to-25-year honors that their years of
service totaled 1,805.

“I want to thank each of you for
your service to Rhode Island
College...for all you’ve done and all
that we’ll ask you to do,” said
Nazarian, adding, “We are family.”

Votoras is the only RIC employee
this year to reach the 30-year mark.
Of special note is the achievement of
James R. Medeiros of the College
support staff, who works for the
landscaping and grounds crew.

“Jimmie” is just 41 years old and
has 25 years of service at the
College, having started at age 16.

College pins were given to the
honorees with the exception of Taki
Votoras, who received an engraved
bronze desk plaque.

“If you're still around for 50 years,
we’ll give you a gold plaque,” the
President told him.

“No. That won’t happen Votoras
told What’s News later. He’ll proba-
bly retire in the next year or two, he
says.

A resident of Providence, who
maintains an apartment in Athens,
Greece, Votoras began his tenure at
RIC in September of 1963 as an
instructor of freshman composition
and Western literature, later adding
some children’s literature to his
course schedule.

He has two grown daughters,
Stephanie Tranquilla, who now
resides in Pennsylvania with her
husband and two children, and
Sonia Ides of New York and Los
Angeles.

Votoras plays the piano for enjoy-
ment and translates Greek to
English, also as a hobby.

He is a graduate of the University
of Genoa in Italy and has a master’s
degree from Wayne State University
and Ph.D. from the University of
Connecticut, both in English.

For now, he'll continue to put all
that education and his teaching tal-
ents to work in the classroom and
only dream about retirement.

See page 9 for more on Service
Awards.

From one alumnus to another-

Support Higher Education
and Adams Library

by Clare Eckert
What's News Editor

College

President John

Nazarian, Class

of 1954, will

reach out “from

one alumnus to

another” in the

upcoming days

to ask fellow

alumni from all

graduating

years to con-

tribute to the College’s BUY-A-

BOOK RAFFLE - a project under-

taken by the Foundation to raise

public awareness of the fiscal crisis

facing higher education in the state,

and to generate revenue for the

James P. Adams acquisitions bud-
get.

According to Vice President for
Development and College Relations
Kathleen McNally Wassenar, the
President has written a letter of

encouragement to all alumni seek-
ing further support for the raffle.
The mailing will go out within the
next few days. Enclosed will be two
books of raffle tickets and a return,
postage-paid envelope. Tickets are
$2 each or three for $5.

The raffle is sponsored by the RIC
Foundation, with a first prize of one
year’s in-state tuition and fees
redeemable at any time at the 1993-
94 value of $2,601 or $1,500 in cash.
Second prize is a $500 gift voucher
at the Campus Store. Fifteen addi-
tional, donated prizes will be
awarded.

“The Alumni Association has gen-
erously supported this endeavor by
paying for this mailing,” Wassenar
noted. Both the Foundation and the
Alumni Association will sponsor The
Adams Affair, a black-tie-optional
gala event, also planned to benefit
the library. The evening, scheduled
for Saturday, Feb. 19, at Rhodes-on-
the-Pawtuxet, will include dancing
to Rhyme & Reason, sumptous food,

Continued on page 12

Reminder!

1993 Alumni Fund
closes Dec. 31, 1993

All gifts and pledge payments
must be pOStmarked by that date' A VIOLIN FOR RIC: Silvia Coolidge (center), wife of the late Arlan R.
Coolidge of the Brown University music department, donates his Albani
violin (circa 1700) to RIC in ceremonies Dec. 6 at the Chorus and Symphony
Orchestra concert. With her are John Sumerlin (left) and Robert Elam, both
of the RIC music department. (What’s News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley)

Together we can make a difference!




























by George LaTour
What's News Associate Editor

ungarian State Folk
Ensemble’s 70 perform-
ers, comprised of whirling
dancers, chorus and show-
stopping orchestra, will take the
stage at Rhode Island College’s
Roberts Hall auditorium Thursday,
Jan. 13, for an 8 p.m. performance.

Considered “the best in the world
of its kind,” artistic director Sandor
Timar’s company is complete with
Gypsy violins, Hungarian cim-
baloms and other typically ethnic
instruments.

Based in Budapest, the members
of the company are hand-picked
from the very best in Hungary, and
have been chosen above all other
Hungarian folk companies by the
government to be its official repre-
sentative abroad.

America is the 23rd country in its
current tour to be added to its
unbroken chain of “sensational suc-
cess,” according to advance public-
ity.

It is not the ensemble’s first tour

. of America, having visited cities
from coast-to-coast in 1984, 1987
and 1990, drawing the praise of
critics in New York, Philadelphia,
Washington, Detroit, Chicago, Los
Angeles and San Francisco, among
others.

This vibrant, youthful, perform-
ing group, carrying on a tradition of
Hungarian folk music, has itself
become a tradition, performing over
the years on four continents, in 40
countries before more than five mil-
lion people, says the Hungarian-
American Folklore Centrum in
Bogota, N.J.

Music that inspired

The folk music that inspired Bela
Bartok, Zoltan Kodaly and Franz
Liszt is the foundation for the
ensemble’s panorama of dance, col-
orful costumes, choral singing and
Hungarian folk and Gypsy
melodies.
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Hungarian State Folk Ensemble to offer
whirling dancers, show-stopping orchestra

HUNGARIAN STATE FOLK ENSEMBLE

Many people associate Hungarian
folk music with that of the
Hungarian Gypsy. Much of this type
of music was written in the last cen-
tury and made famous by many
Gypsy orchestras.

In addition, Hungarians in iso-
lated villages have introduced their
own folk music into the current cul-
ture.

All of the dances performed by the
ensemble are authentic and date
back hundreds of years. A different
art form from that of classical or
modern ballet, the folk dance as an
artistic achievement by the

PRESENTING SCHOLARSHIP: Helen Forman (left), Class of 1934, presents
the first Forman Scholarship to Laurie Marcotte of Blackstone, Mass., a
sophomore music major and pianist, at ceremonies during the Monday
evening, Dec. 6, RIC Chorus and Symphony Orchestra concert in Roberts
Hall auditorium. (What’s News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley

Hungarian State Folk Ensemble
which equals those of the best dance
companies, and, reportedly, has influ-
enced the choreographic philosophy
of many other folk ensembles around
the world.
Old Style dances
The Old Style Hungarian dances
include the Chain, Line or Round
Dance, usually accompanied only by
singing. Possibly remnants of dances
of the Middle Ages, they have sur-
vived today especially in girls’ circle
dances and children’s games.
Herdsmen’s Dances are another

‘Animals ’'n Space’

The annual Young People’s
Concert by the American Band will
feature music from the films
Jurassic Park, Canine Capers, and
The Planets.

Entitled “Animals 'n Space,” it
will be conducted by Francis
Marciniak Sunday, Jan. 23, at 3
p.m. in Roberts Hall auditorium on
the Rhode Island College campus.

This will be the first of a two-con-
cert series this year, says
Marciniak, the second scheduled
for Sunday, Feb. 20, at 3 p.m. in
Gaige Hall auditorium.

The program in the first (Jan. 23)
concert will include music about
animals and space and will feature
such works as Saint-Saens’
“Carnival of the Animals” with nar-
ration by Ogden Nash, Gustav
Holst’s “The Planets” and Donald
Erb’s unusual “Stargazing
Highlights from the Soundtrack of
Jurassic Park.”

Also featured will be slides of art
work produced by area school chil-
dren as the band performs certain
selections.

Tickets are $5 each with a spe-
cial offer of buy two and get a third
ticket free. For tickets, you may call
456-8244.

type of Old Style dance, reminiscent
of the weapon dances of the Middle
Ages which were done at victory
feasts, wakes and court festivities.

They are characterized by the use
of some sort of utensil: broom, bottle
or most commonly, a stick.

Jumping Dances (Ugros) are
closely related to Herdsmen's dances
and include some of the oldest and
most intricate forms of Hungarian
dances. They vary widely throughout
the Hungarian speaking territories.
Jumping dances can be identified
mostly by the jumping movement,
but leg twisting and slapping steps
also are included.

One of the most exciting dance
forms of Jumping Dance is the
“Legenyes,” varying in tempo from
slow to very fast. Legenyes dances
are found and still widely performed
in Erdely (Transylvania).

The Old Style Couple Dances are
almost exclusively found also among
the Transylvania Hungarians.

The influence of Western Europe
musical fashions reaching Hungary
in the 18th Century resulted in the
development of the New Style.

One characteristic dance that
evolved from the practice of employ-
ing professional dancers to lure vil-
lagers to enlist in the Austro-
Hungarian army was the “Verbunk”
or Recruiting Dance.

As a rule, Verbunk dances are done
by men.

“Csardas,” the other New Style
dance type, has become identified
with the national dance of
Hungarians, being the most popular
and practiced dance type through the
Hungarian speaking territories and
everywhere Hungarians live in the
world.

Press Reviews

The press has been lavish in its
praise of the Hungarian State Folk
Ensemble.

“The capacity crowd responded
with bravos, cheers and whistles!”
said the Washington Post.

“Rarely do so many virtuosos share
a stage...offering a startling lesson in
what great folk art is all about,” said
the Chicago Tribune.

“A foot stomping whirlwind of
authenticity...and the audience cried
out for more.” — Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette.

“A zesty mix of substance, senti-
ment and showbiz — the right mix
for a successful run — ending in an
absolute frenzy.” — Houston
Chronicle.

Ticket information

Reserved-seat tickets are $16 with
discounts for students and senior cit-
izens. Tickets may be ordered by
calling 456-8194 from 9 to 4 daily. All
phone orders must be charged to
MasterCard or VISA.

The box office for in-person sales
will open approximately 10 days
prior to the date of performance. Box
office hours are 10 to 5 weekdays and
until time of performance on Jan. 13.

Performing Arts Series events are
made possible through partial fund-
ing from the RIC Performing and
Fine Arts Commission, the Rhode
Island Committee on the
Humanities, the Rhode Island State
Council on the Arts, the New
England Foundation for the Arts
with support from the Dance Tour
Program of the National Endowment
for the Arts and the RIC Lectures
Committee.

For more information, call 456-
8194.
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