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implementation case study conducted in Bukavu, 2020. 
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Landmines in America’s Backyard by Rutherford [ from page 35 ]
1. “Command-detonated” and “victim-activated” landmines are modern terms not 

used during the Civil War.
2. In the 19th century, the term “torpedo” was used to define a type of explosive de-

vice that was deployed covertly, either on or just under the soil, or fixed to a river 
bank or bottom hidden by the water from unsuspecting ships. In today’s terms, 
these torpedoes are now referred to as landmines, sea mines, IEDs, or booby 
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traps. In this article, I use the terms “torpedoes” and “landmines” interchangeably 
when referring to an explosive device designed to be placed under, on, or near the 
ground and to be exploded by the presence, proximity, or contact of a person and 
that will incapacitate, injure, or kill one or more persons.

3. Jack Kelly, Gunpowder: Alchemy, Bombards and Pyrotechnics: The History of the 
Explosive that Changed the World (New York, NY, 2004), 202.

4. These landmines are also referred to in the literature as self-detonating devices. S. 
W. Gross, “On Torpedo Wounds,” The American Journal of the Medical Sciences, 
Isaac Hays, MD, ed., vol. 51 (April 1868), 370.
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worked by placing a “serrated piece of a common artillery primer in the front of the 
fuze so that upon contact, the reaction was identical to that of the friction primer 
. . . anyone stepping on it detonated the shell.” Examples have been recovered in 
South Carolina. See Charles H. Jones, Artillery Fuses of the Civil War (Alexandria, 
VA, 2001), 129. 
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targeting civilians for retribution and burning their homes, would also have been 
prohibited under today’s international law. Moreover, the Federals also used 
marksmen as another counter-landmine measure to “clear a torpedo by shooting 
the fuse and exploding it.” Schneck, “Foreword,” in Michael P. Kochan and John C. 
Wideman, Civil War Torpedoes: A History of Improvised Explosive Devices in the 
War Between the States, 2nd ed. (Paoli, PA, 2011), xiv–xv.

8. William T. Sherman, Sherman’s Civil War: Selected Correspondence of William T. 
Sherman, 1860–1865, Jean V. Berlin and Brooks D. Simpson, eds. (Chapel Hill, NC, 
1999), 731.
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44, 880–881.  Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1880–1901.
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Department. The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the 
Union and Confederate Armies, Volume 44, 934. Washington, DC: U.S. Government 
Printing Office, 1880–1901.

11. William Tecumseh Sherman, The Memoirs of General W. T. Sherman by Himself 
(Bloomington, IN, 1957), 194.

12. Fired artillery shells did not always detonate for a wide variety of reasons. “Field 
recoveries,” in North South Trader’s Civil War, vol. 35, no. 6, 17. Jack W. Melton, Jr., 
“Accurate Projectile Names,” in North South Trader’s Civil War, vol. 35, no. 6, 56.

13. Jack W. Melton, Jr., “Accurate Projectile Names,” in North South Trader’s Civil War, 
vol. 35, no. 6, 56. 

14. Notable exceptions include landmine use in Jackson, Mississippi; Williamsburg 
and Yorktown, Virginia; and on the roads around Goldsboro and Kinston, North 
Carolina.

15. John R. Weaver II, A Legacy in Brick and Stone: American Coastal Defense Forts of 
the Third System, 1816–1867 (McLean, VA, 2001), 33.

16. Robert Knox Sneden, Eye of the Storm: A Civil War Odyssey, Chares F. Bryan Jr. and 
Nelson D. Lankford, eds. (New York, NY, 2000), 283. More recently, in 2008, a relic 
restorer in Chester, Virginia, was killed in his driveway working on a live artillery 
round.

17. Chester G. Hearn, Mobile Bay and the Mobile Campaign: The Last Great Battles of 
the Civil War. (Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, 1998). 200; Nineteenth-cen-
tury newspaper headlines in the Mobile area regarding the finding of unexploded 
ordnance and landmines, included “Old Shells Unearthed Here at Civil War Battery 
Site,” “Civil War Munitions Dump Found in Mobile,” and “Old Shell Found in Yard.”

18. According to the leading publication for Civil War relic hunters, “There have been 
scant few other explosions and injuries, most recently the July 2006 incident that 
injured Lawrence Christopher of Dalton, Georgia.” Stephen W. Sylvia, “Publisher’s 
Forum: Look Out for Baseballs,” in North South Trader’s Civil War, vol. 33, no. 2, 7.
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ers: The Global Landmine Crisis (Washington, DC, 1994). This was the first report to 
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21. “Landmine Monitor 2019,” The Landmine Monitor, May 2019, https://bit.
ly/3bdlMKR, accessed 31 August 2020.

Table 1
i. Although inadvertent and unnoticed by Union forces at the time, artillery fire 

proved the undoing of the minefields at Fort Fisher when it severed electric lines or 
destroyed the torpedoes.

ii. Fort McDermott is considered an extended fortification of Spanish Fort’s defenses, 
where Confederates had also deployed nuisance mines. Specifically, they were 
located at a watering hole distant from the fort’s immediate defensives. To avoid 
double counting, the deployment of these nuisance landmines are placed in the 
column for Spanish Fort rather than Fort McDermott.

iii. While General Sherman wrote that he believed the landmines that took the leg of 
one of his officers during their “March to the Sea” were “nuisance landmines,” they 
are not listed as such in this chart, as most likely the Southern defenders used them 
as a delaying weapon so that they could recalibrate their own defensive strategy 
and gain additional time.

iv. Port Hudson is the only known American Civil War location where command-

detonated and victim-activated landmines were used simultaneously.  It is also the 
first time in the world’s history, as far as the author knows, that both command and 
victim activated landmines were used in the same location.
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