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The Project on 
Advanced Systems 
and Concepts for 
Countering WMD 
(PASCC) is run at the 
Center on 
Contemporary Studies 
(CCC) and sponsored 
by the Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency 
(DTRA). PASCC 
awards and supports 
strategic studies and 
dialogues that anticipate 
and try to reduce the 
threat of WMD 
capabilities. 

 

The CCC has a 
respected track record 
for providing research 
and timely analysis on a 
variety of topics to 
leading decision makers 
in the U.S. national 
security community. 
Located in the Naval 
Postgraduate School, 
the CCC is the research 
wing of the 
Department of 
National Security 
Affairs. 
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Drawing Lessons from the Case of South 
Africa’s Disarmament for Today 

 
Performer: The Institute for Science and 

International Security 
Project Lead: David Albright 

Project Cost: $100,000 
FY15-16 

 
Objective:  
South Africa abandoned its nuclear weapon program publicly in the early 1990s. It 
is the only state to have relinquished its program voluntarily, making it an excellent 
case study from which to draw lessons. The Institute for Science and International 
Security (ISIS) has a wealth of unpublished information on the program’s 
disarmament and subsequent external verification. This project aims to develop 
lessons from South Africa’s experience that provide a potential path forward for 
dealing with other countries, such as North Korea and Iran, which may require 
similar denuclearization. In addition, the research will provide policy makers with 
advice on how South Africa’s case can inform international agreements and 
initiatives to improve U.S. and international nuclear security.  
 

Approach:  
This project will rely on unpublished information on the South African case, as 
well as a one-day workshop with experts on the topic. ISIS will subsequently 
produce an annexed report mapping out the lessons learned from South Africa’s 
experience. 
  


