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ABSTRACT

This research contributes to the current debate about the need to redefine the goals and
content of art education. The aim was to establish whether or not visual culture should be
introduced into the school curriculum at primary level in Greece and if so how. It began with
a review of international literature conducted to determine the current state of knowledge
about visual culture education and an analysis of recent reforms to the Greek art curriculum.
This led to the development of a theoretical framework for the empirical research in Greece

and a working definition of visual culture education.

The research had two parts. In the first part, the researcher conducted group interviews with
Greek children, aged between 6 and 12, for the purposes of establishing their preferences for
visual culture genres and their understanding of everyday images as a learning resource. The
findings were that these children were aware that they lived in and interacted with visual
images in the real world; they preferred looking at television imagery, but did not fully
comprehend how they influenced their identity construction. In the second part, the
researcher introduced visual culture education content and methods into art lessons in
Greece. She conducted an educational intervention in two primary school classrooms over a
period of five weeks using an experimental curriculum entitled ‘Deconstructing Television
Imagery’. The evaluation found that the curriculum focus on telenovelas and Barbie
animated films motivated learners to participate in art lessons and extended their

understanding of these visual culture genres and how they impact on viewers’ lives.

A conclusion reached at the end of the research was that the primary school curriculum in
Greece should include visual culture. Visual culture education should take into account the
particularities of Greek students’ visual experiences and of Greek art education and culture.
Consequently it should include fine arts, mass media and material culture, performing arts
and the arts of spectacle. It would benefit from being interdisciplinary and embracing

principles of critical pedagogy.
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HHEPIAHYH

Avt 1 épevva cupPdiiel oTov TPEYOVTO SIAAOYO YIOL TNV OVAYKT ETAVOTPOGIIOPIGHOD TOV GTOYWOV
KOl TOL TEPLEYOUEVOL TNG ooONTIKNG aywyns. O okomdg g épevvog Ntav va Kaboplotel dv o
OMTIKOG TMOMTICUOG TPEMEL va €lcayfel GTO GYOAIKO TPOYPOUUN GTOVODV GTNV TP®TORAOUIL
ekmaidevorn otv EALGda kot o Tpodmog pe Tov omoio umopel va yiver avtd. H épevva dpyloe pe pua
emokonnon g debvoic Piproypapiag mov deEnybn v va kabopicet Tig Tpéyovteg Bewpieg yia
TNV YOy TOL OMTIKOV TOAITIGHOV Kl HE TNV avdAvon tev mpdoeatov petoppubuicemv 6to
EMMVIKO TTpOYPOUE. GTTOVd®V ToL pafnuatog tng téxvng. Avtd 00Nynoce oty ovAmTuén &vog
Oepnticod TAaisiov yuo TV epmelpikn £pgvva atnv EALGde kot otov kabopiopd evog opiopol g

AY®OYNS TOV OTTIKOV TOALTIGUOVD.

H épevva eiye 000 pépn. X10 TPpOTO UEPOG 1) EPELVNTPLN, TPUYUOTOTOINCE OUASIKEG GUVEVTEDEELG
omv EAAGSa pe to mondid, nikiog petald 6 kot 12 €1@v, yio vo TpocdlopiceL TIg TPOTIUNGELS TOVG
YloL TO. €101 TOV OTTIKOV TOAITIGUOV KOl KOTE TOGO KOTOVOOUV OTL Ol OTTIKEG EIKOVEG TTOL PAETOLV
omv kafnuepvdmTd Tovg amotedovv nyn pabnong. Ta cvumepdopoto NTav OTL AVTE To TOSLH
glyav entyvoon 6ti {ovv kot aAAnAemidpovv pe éva TANB0G onTIK®Y EKOVOV 6ToV Kadnuepvy (on,
TPOTILOVCAY VO KOTALoUV TNAEOTTIKEG €KOVEG, OAAG OV KATOVOOUGHV TANPOG TTAG OVTEG
emmpedlovv TV dOUNCT TNG TALTOTNTAC TOVG. XTO O€VTEPO UEPOC 1 EPELVATPLO EICNYOYE TO
TEPLEYOUEVO KO TIG MEBOOOVG NG Oy®YNG TOL OMTIKOD TOAITIGUOV OTO HoOfpote t€yvng oty
EMGda. Awe&nyaye pon ekmoidevtiky) moapépuPoacn oe dvo Tl oyoAsimv  mpmToPaduiag
exkmaidevong ywo pio mepiodo mEVTE EROOUASMV YPNOUOTOIMVTAG EVOL TEIPUUATIKO TPOYPOLLLLOL
onovdav e tov Titho ‘Avardovtog Tnieontikéc Ewkdvegy. Amd tnv a&loddynon Tov Tpoypappatos
dwmotddnke 6tL N €0Tioon TOV HOONUATOV OTIC TNAEVOLPELES Kol TIG TOVIEG KIVOUUEVMVY GYEdI®V
pe tn Barbie adénoe tn ovppetoyn tov podntdv oto pobnpoato g TEXVNG Kot SEVPLVE TNV
KOTOVONGT) TOVG GE GYE0M LE ALTA T, €101 TOV OTTIKOV TOALTIGHOV KO LE TOV TPOTO OV EMNPeGlovv

115 Lwég TV Beotmv.

‘Eva copmépacpo mov cuviydn oto téA0C TG £pELVaS NTOV OTL TO TPOYPAUN GTTOVIMV TNG TEXVNG
omv mpotoPabuo ekmaidevon otnv EALGSa mpémer vo cvumeplhdfel tov omtikd moAltiopo. H
OY®Y] TOL ONTIKOD TOATIGHOL TPEmEL va. AAPel LITOYN TOGO TIC IONITEPOTNTEG TOV ONTIKAOV
EUMEPIOV TOV TadIOV ot EAAGSG 060 kol uTég TG EAANVIKNG Oy®yNg TG TEXVNG KOl TOL
TOMTIGUOV. ZVVETMG, TPEMEL VO CUUTEPIAAPEL TIC KOAEG TEXVES, TO HEGH LALIKNG ETIKOVOVIOG Kot
TOV VAIKO TOAMTIGUO, TIG TAPOUCTATIKEG TEYVES KO TIG TEXVES TOV Bedpatog. o meelovtay amd To va

elvat SEMOTNUOVIKT Kot S1oBEHOTIKN Kol omd TO GUUTEPIAAPEL TIC 0PYES TNG KPLTIKNG TOLOAYOYIKNG.
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