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INTRODUCTION

This stock has been rogulated from 1974 when a TALC  of
2,000_tqq§ wag‘ag}eéﬁl_from them with the exception of 1978 <this
TAC has besern mantained. V

Until 1985 the catches were lower than 2000 tons, which were
taken as  by-catch cf'ﬁhe Cod fisnery, which have wiae depth
overlap with the American plaice, distributed in depths lowoy
than 400 metres. ° In 1986 Spai; and Tortigal Zegun to deveslcp a
ffozen fishery in this area increasing the catches to 5,500 tons in

1987. Total catches were bigger than thé TAC from 1986 to 1989

and in 1990 decrease to 453 Tnm, the lowest wvaluc 1in the last ten
Years.

From 1983 STACFIS is indicating the low guali:zy of the

information about cthe explotation levels in this fishery.

The reported catch in the last ten year are the lext
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a) Sampling cof the catches.

Length and age compositions for the Spanish catches are
available for five months in 1990, two months In 1989 and length
compositien for four months in 1¢388. Modal length
distributicns were 39 ¢m in 1988, 35-37 in 1989 and 32-35 in 1930

corresponding the last to four years old.
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b) Research vessels survey data

‘-f The USéR has been cohductiqg reéular dréundfish surveys in
this Diyission from 1972, duriﬁg the spring-summer period. From
1984. .they are stratified randon surveys énd the total biomass
obtaiﬁed during thém are in table 1.

'The EEC has madé three surveys wich total biomass ére also

in table 1

Tabe 1. Biomass (000} obtained for the USSR and EEC surveys,

YEAR - 1984 1985 1986 1987 1983 _ 1989 1990
USSR 6.7 10.2 19.1 9.1 6.3 4.8 1.2

EEC ‘ : . 11,8 10.5 9.1

The total biomass estimatéd during the USSR surveys show
big‘décreases not explained by cgﬁmercial catﬁh. wWithout taking
in to acount the-ﬁaximum value pbtained in 1986, .from 1987 to
1990 tﬁeré—was‘a redquction of 87% in the totalfbioﬁaSS, obtaining
in 1590 the lowest value from the'beginihg offthese surveys.

The b;oﬁaﬁi‘in‘the_EEC surveys show a -23% of 'rgduc;idn

from Wléﬁs “EA'TEQQB: J£hi§ ‘déérease cofréspond "mainly to the

reproductive:stock.

1988 - 1989 1990

Mature female biomass 6,140 5,259 4,486
EEC survey T . .

The sﬁoek age composition in the EEC surveys -confirms the
strength of the: 1986 féar class, ‘that support most the commercial
catch in 1990, "and’ it is spected to make a significant

_contribution to the spawning biomass in‘1992.'

Year - 1988 19389 . 1990
Age i

2 2284 454 343
3 625 6847 767
.4 3034 1500 - 7027
5. 1975 3238 865
13 3020 3006 2386
7 4154 2868 1640

8 . 4258 1691 1586 ,
9 1492.. 587 992
10 207 261 462
11 109 3 a3
12 61 14 12
13 R 30




The biomass estimations during the EEC survey show values
higher and more stables than USSR estimations, and fils better
with the reported catches. The EEC biomass estimations near to
10,000 tons, can be considered more aprqximéted to the real size of
the population, this biomass have been considered for STACFIS the

stakiiised bilomass of this stock in the last years.
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