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Background, Question, Argument

• What pre-existing conditions in an intrastate conflict facilitate 
successful third-party intervention focused on spawning regime 
change?

• The United States has historically failed in the intervention of foreign 
intrastate conflicts.

• Our final intent is to identify general conditions that, if carefully 
exploited or cultivated, will lead to direct success for the United States 
when providing assistance to other countries.

• Our belief is that four conditions, Political, Economic, Social, and 
Informational, have a direct effect on the success of third party
intervention Ten predictive models created to understand which variables 

significantly effect successful third party intervention into 
intrastate conflicts
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conditions surrounding successful third party
intervention into intrastate conflicts

Results
• Intervention into intrastate conflicts is ill-advised if 

the conditions are not thoroughly understood
• Our Hypothesis was supported

• Our research suggests that the pre-existing 
conditions can be shaped to increase chances of 
success however shaping must occur prior to 
intervention.

The “So What” Next Steps
• Future research should further examine what 

conditions better support foreign intervention on the 
behalf of host nation government
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The graph on the left depicts a decision calculus that considers the effect of pre-existing conditions on 
achieving both successful regime change and establishing stability, thereby achieving overall success.  

The graph on the right is representative of a decision calculus that fails to consider the effects of pre-
existing conditions on establishing stability after a regime change, thereby negating overall success.   

Research design

• Hypothesis: The level of political, economic, 
social, and informational conditions can directly 
lead to successful third party intervention

• We used empirical data and historical/current 
case studies to highlight the importance of the 
four main conditions

• Data sources used:Pre-existing Conditions Score Table for Successful  
Intervention

• These findings provide examples of the power of 
pre-existing conditions in influencing the success 
of foreign intervention.
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