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Fluorescence imaging and spectroscopy of biomaterials by SNOM/AFM
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Figure 2. Schematic diagram of the liquid chamber in
SNOM/AFM system.

coated with a 100-200 nm-thick metal layer (aluminum
or gold), and an aperture was made by vapor deposition
in rotating optical fiber tip (Fig. 3).

The spring constant was approximated by a spring
constant equation for a rod:
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where k is the spring constant, d is the diameter of the
rod, E is Young’s modulus, and 1 is the length of the
rod. A spring constant for 3 mm long probe was calcu-
lated at 97 N/m. Q factor is typically 200-600 in the air
and 20-200 in water [11]. The oscillation amplitude em-
ployed was between 10-100 nm (0.1-1 ACV_ in the
air, or 0.5-5 ACV__, in water for driving the bimorph).
Under typical imaging conditions, average sample-probe
separation was controlled by the amplitude of the vibra-
tion, which became 80-96 % of the free vibration ampli-
tude. The interaction force between the probe and the
sample was as small as that of normal cyclic contact
mode AFM.

The advantage of the instrument operating in liquid
was proved by resonance curves of an optical fiber
probe and a silicon cantilever in liquid. The resonance
curve for the silicon cantilever showed many peaks and
was not stable, but that for the optical fiber probe
showed a clear single resonance peak in liquid, as seen
in Figure 4.

Results and Discussion

Figures 5a and 5b show representative topographic
and optical images of a standard sample observed with

a 514.5 nm laser beam. The standard sample is a pat-

terned chromium layer of 2 um by 2 um checker with
20 nm thickness on a quartz glass plate. In the
topographic image, the higher part shows the chromium
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Figure 3. A representative scanning electron micro-
scope image of the probe made from an optical fiber
coated with aluminum.
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Figure 4. Typical resonance curve for the optical fiber
cantilever in water. The resonant frequency is 12.2
kHz, and the Q factor is 23.

layer. The chromium layer produces dark parts in the
optical image because the chromium layer blocks the
transmitting a light from the optical fiber probe to the
objective lens. In the SNOM/AFM operation, the laser
beam was modulated with an AO modulator by the same
frequency of probe vibration. The phase between probe
vibration and irradiation cycle was tuned as the irradia-
tion allows when the tip-sample separation is smallest in
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Editor’s Note: All of the reviewer’s concerns were ap-
propriately addressed by text changes, hence there is no
Discussion with Reviewers.
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